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“TAG DAY” 





Beautiful Spring Feted in Chicago 
With Heavy Load of Socko Divorces 





By Claude Binyon 


Chicago, May 28. 

Spring is a glorious thing, Amos? 
It’s a time for pickups or plain and 
fancy necking, Aren't the gals 
beautiful these days, Amos? 
Wouldn't you just like to take some 
sweet weman to a littie hut, kid, 
after the preacher has given you 
the works, and spend the rest of 
your days holding hands between 


Sylvia Bonner, chorus girl, filed 
suit for divorce against Harold 
Bonner, non-pro, claiming he beat 

(Continued on page 58) 


2 Studious Sap Flaps 
Bow! Over Rudy Vallee 


The dames are devising methods 
of crashing the dressing room of 
their latest pash. 

Two high school studes with a 
high tension feeling for the sexy 
voiced crooner at the Paramount, 
busted in on Rudy by posing as re- 
porters for their school weekly. 

Making the appointment by 
phone with Vallee’s secretary, the 
young women appeared on sched- 





uled time. They almost fainted 
from an ecstatic warmth when 
Vallee smiled ana shook their 
hands. One femme dropped her 
books, brought for effect, and sat 
into a handy chair to keep from 


falling over. 

With more presence of mind, the 
other sap flap insisted Rudy tell 
her all about himself, sticking to 
details of his personal life and lay- 
ing off the theatrical career. The 
kid pretended to make notes, and 
the interview finished, insisted on 
two personally autographed photos 


for use in the paper. They were 
Elven. 

The other nut, so upset over hear- 
ing and ‘seeing her supreme pas- 
Sion, could only remark she was 


never going to wash the hand Rudy 
shook. 


CHURCH TROUPE 


Three-People League Winner In Chi 
Palace for $300 


May 28. 

one-act playlet, 
Winner of the Drama League’s little 
theatre tournament in Chicago and 
receiver of the Edith Rockefeller 
McCormick cup, is performed by the 


Chicago, 


“Smoke Sx reen,” 





dramatic troupe of the People’s | 
Church. It goes into the local Pal- | 
ace June 2, with its cast of one | 
setting $100 each for the date. All| 


have quit their jobs nas Los Angeles, May 26. | 
Probabilities aa a re ee Hoot Gibson will finance Ruth | 

aa spate an eastern R-K-O |Elder in the transcontinental air 
OKIng depend on its showing at | race to be held in August 

= Palace. Playlet was written by Race will start from here and fin- 

Robert Kasper and sponsored by Dr. |ish in Cleveland, O. 

oe Bradley, pastor of the/ Gibson will have a special built 

People’s Church, ) plane made for the aviatrix j 





Broadcasting Heat! 





General Electric is said to 
have perfected the broadcast- 
ing of heat into the home. 
What this can do to furnaces, 
oil burners and electric heat- 
ers! 

Story is that G. E. will hold 
back the new contraption un- 
til the public catches up on 
the present supply of heaters. 

Idea is a receiving set in the 
home with the main plant 
broadcasting the energy to ex- 
cite the basement wires, there- 
by producing heat. 

Cost and size of device un- 
known, but a further angle is 
that by thé same means G. 
E. may turn on the chill with 
the stipulation that you must 
crack your own ice. 


Roadhouses Kill Dancing 
[n Summer Park Halls 











Norwalk, Conn., May 28. 

“The roadhouse has sounded the 
death knell of public dance halls,” 
Neville Baley, owner of Roton Point 
park, one of 
resorts, said this week as he an- 
nounced that the dance hall at the 
park would be opened but one night 
a week instead of seven. 

His dance hall was once one of 
the most popular in the towns along 
the Boston Post Road. 

Playland, the million dollar park 
at Rye, has likewise abandoned 
dancing. The dance hall has been 
replaced by a skating rink. It open- 
ed a year ago, located on the road- 
house-infested Boston Post road.. 


Connecticut's oldest 


MUCH LARKING: 





Women’s and Civic Reform 
Societies Giving Attention 
to “All Liberty” Days 
Over Country—Spirit of 
Careless Approach Among 
Young Girls—Excuse for 
Promiscuous Good Times 
by Strangers 


“DANGEROUS MIXING” 


Chicago, May 28. 
An undercover movement is re- 
ported by women’s and civic re- 
form societies to curb or eliminate 
the prevalent “Tag Day.” It breeds 
a careless approach among young 
girls, a survey says, and what starts 


(Continued on page 63) 


BERLIN HOUSES 
CLOSE JULY 1- 
GOVT TAX 


Berlin, May 23. 

Berlin governmental authorities 
refuse to reduce the abnormally 
high amusement tax. 

The Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners has decided 
to close its houses from July 1 
indefinitely as a protest. 

Approximately 50,000 employees 
have been given notice. It is the 








most radical step of this nature 


Squawk Over Squawkers; | ever taken on the continent. 


The Deaf Don’t Like ‘Em! 


Seattle, May 28. 


Local groups of deaf people are 
protesting against talking pictures. 
of the 


Deaf has sent a petition to several 


Puget Sound Association 


leading showmen here squawking 
about the talkers. 

The members claim they have 
nothing left to do now, where for- 
merly they went to picture shows 


several times a week. 


Hoot Angeling Ruth in 





Cross-Country Air Race 





The Same Nese? 


Dallas, May 28. 
Bill Williams, the Rio Hondo, 
Texas, plasterer, who pushed a pea- 
nut with his nose 11 miles on a bet 
last fall when Al Smith lost, is 
ing another peanut up the side of 
Pike’s Peak. 


Bill began, at the rate of one mile | 


per day, from Rainbow Falls, in the 
Ute Canyon, 22 miles from Simmit 
House on top of the hill. 


Don’t Want Theatre 
Even for a Garage! 
New Orleans, May 28. 


When the Lafayette theatre, built 
for the Shuberts and legit long ago 


went up at auction, not a bid. 
Auctioneer intimated it would} 
make a Boodad LaAraxyge 
Not a bid. 


roll- | 


PAGES 


RUNNING WILD 





MORE SPARKING _'0 Be Taken on 


Yearning Society Matrons Ready 


See and Hear Stuff 








Lay Stockholders 


In front of the Cohan the- 
atre nightly around 9:30 after 
the show has started to usually 
a half filled house on week 
nights, Tom Gorman, the man- 





ager, sticks out an S. R. O. 
sign. 
Pathe's “Mother's Boy,” 


talker, is playing there. Tom 
figures the S. R. O. symbol 
costs nothing and may create 





curiosity. 
It did the other evening. 
Elderly man approached 


Tom, in front of the theatre, 
and pointing to the sign, said: 

“That means you have no 
seats, doesn’t it?’ 

“It does,” was the answer. 

“Are you sure you have no 
seats left?” the strayer asked. 

“We wouldn’t put out that 
sign if we had any,’ Gorman 
replied. 

“Bully, my boy, 
marked the stranger. “That's 
fine. I’m glad to hear it. I'm 
a stockholder in this com- 
pany” (Pathe). 


bully,” re- 











47th St. Corner Jumps 
$12,000 to $48,000 


With the expiration of the Schulte 
cigar store lease at $10,000 annually 
in the store on the northeast corner 
of Broadway, 7th avenue and 47th 
street, Schulte was informed its fu- 
ture rental would be $50,000 yearly. 

Schulte is moving out, after in the 
Columbia theatre building for 10 
years. Walter Reade is the newest 
owner of the Columbia and also the 
rent jumper. It was Reade who 
rented the 45th street corner of the 
Astor theatre ,building to Lucky 
Strike at $90,000 annually. 

Before the Roxy opened at 50th 
street, 7th avenue from the Columbia 
to 53d street did an impersonation 
of the Bowery. Since then it has 
been aping Broadway successfully. 











Musically Inclined, Like Her Step- 
mother, Ganna Walska 


Rochester, N. Y¥., May 23. 


| Muriel McCormick, daughter of 
Harold McCormick, has musical 
;}aspirations like her stepmother, 


Canna Walska. 

Miss McCormick came here quiet- 
ly and registered at the Eastman 
School of Music as a special stu- 
, dent, without revealing her iden- 
| tity. She is taking a six weeks’ 
| Vor al training course under Adelin 
Fermin, remaining in virtual seclu- 
| sion while here, 
It is understood that she is tak- 


tyes am f 
ating Lbae cvuuitse At liUSC SUSBHesecivisr ; 


‘Mary Garden. 


+ 
| 


MURIEL M’CORMICK SINGING | 


In their manoeuvres to hook bank- 
|rolls for picture productions, some 
of the sharpshooters are moving 
cameras and lights right into the 
boudoirs of society women and 
taking screen tests on the spot. The 
boys get quite a few prospects 
among the rich mamas, but appar- 
ently lack the salesmanship or 
finesse to actually promote. Neces- 
sity for a classy front keeps the 
lads strapped financially while 
hopeful of making a big killing. 

A society woman worth $17,000,- 
(Continued on page 63) 


FOUR-BIT VOICE TEST 
DEPT. STORE FEATURE 


The “can your 








own voice” has 
landed with a bang. The John 
Wanamaker store installed the 
voice producing feature and the first 
day after the department was open- 
ed there was a rush on the place 
with a number of vaude people 
among those to give it a trial. 

For 50c one may try his or her 
voice in song or talk with the test 
record turned over to the customer 
as quickly as a tintype. 

A small metallic record which can 
be run on any record-reproducing 
machine by using a fibre needle is 
made and delivered in a few min- 
utes. 


Featuring Married Film 
Couples in Shrine Parade 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Shrine parade next month wilt 
feature married screen players of 
prominence. As many as may be 
booked will be teamed at head of 
column containing 50 touring cars. 
Committee in charge says it doesn’t 
particularly care whether couples 
are speaking or not. Idea is the 
domestic side of picture. 

Cars will each be decorated with 
100 electric flowers. Nine couples 
to date are on list. 


Fox Eenwess Scalster 


Mahonri Young, the sculptor ol 
| New York, is under engagement to 
William Fox. He leaves for Movie- 
tone City next week. 

It's the first arrangement for an 
artist of Young's rank in the talker 
colony. 
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U. S. Distribs’ Complete V Win 


Over South American Exhibs; 
“Syndicate’s s” Stand Broken 


April 22. 
Argentina’s moving picture battle 
ended today when the Big Five, Par- 
amount, Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, Fox, 
United Artists and Universal, met a 


Buenos Aires, 


delegation of the theatre owners in|’ 


the Syndicate. After a discussion it 


was decided to resume relations 


with the exhibitors, the agreement 


representing a virtual victory for 


the American producers. 

The battle has lasted six weeks. 
While it cost the American com- 
panies around $300,000, it is impos- 
what it cost theatre 
whose empty houses were 
the best advertisement for Amer- 


ican: pictures... The debacle of the 
Syndicate came as a surprise to 
everyone in the trade. 

About the end of last year the 
local exhibitors formed themselves 
into a syndicate for the purpose of 
resisting the prices asked by U. S&S. 
renting houses. As the season here 
starts in mid-March not much no- 
tice was taken of it. When mid- 
March came and not an American 
film had been booked for release on 
March 15, it was evident the matter 
was far more serious than had been 
thought. 

European pictures came in and 
were snapped up by the theatres. Of 
no avail. The patron, used to Hol- 
lywood productions, stayed away 
after the first or second experience. 
Meanwhile New York had been ad- 
vised by the syndicate of its forma- 
tion, but so little was the nature of 
the combine understood that cables 
came back wishing it ‘good luck!” 

Meanwhile the Big Five refused 
to deal with the syndicate, the lat- 
ter tabling impossible demands. 
Among them were the parcelling of 
territory to certain firms, boycott of 
certain picture houses (latter new 
to the business) and the placing of 
pictures in categories to be decided 


sible to say 
owners, 


selves, the object being to assess the 





value of the pictures, etc. 

In fighting the syndicate the U.S. 
producers were fighting for a prin- 
ciple more than for profit. Univer- 
sal and Fox were informed by the 
fyndicate that they could operate 
with all houses in the combine, yet 
they stuck to the other three and 
thus gave the desired united front. 

Three nominal concessions were 
made by the picture representatives: 

1—Recognition of the syndicate to 
deal with problems involving the 
picture industry on the whole. 

2—Promise to deal fairly by ex- 
hibitors belonging to the syndicate. 

3—Where a member of the syndi- 
cate has lost his programs through 
the pictures being sold to exhibitors 
in his district outside the combine, 
the producers will help him to ob- 
tain a percentage of the pictures. 

The leading spirits in the nego- 
tiations successfully ended were: 
For Paramount, Fred Lange; for M- 
G-M, Carl Sonin; for Fox, Mr. Cet- 
ran; for United Artists, George Kal- 
man, and for Universal, Monroe 
Isen. 


Rush Dialog Order? 


London, May 28. 
Sil- Vara, the Austrian playwright, 
under contract to M-G-M to write 
for talkers, sailed last week to New 
York. 
He could not wait for the London 
opening of “Caprice” June 4. 





BRAZILIAN CO.’S FIRST 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Brazilian Southern Cross Produc- 
tions have completed “Soul of a 
Peasant” with Lia Tora. 
Film is first of a series this com- 
pany contemplates making here. 
Vicomte Julio de Moraes directed. 





IFrench Report Ready, 


But Contents Unknown 


Paris, May 28. 

French film commission, meeting 
yesterday with Americans absént, 
terminated their report. Contents 
are officially unknown but it is be- 
lieved that the proposed contingent 
system is upheld with a 4 to 1 quota 
advised in place -of-the-current-7 
to 1 quota. 
The official communique today 
states: “The commission has de- 
cided to present to the secretary of 
Fine Arts as quickly as possible 
the conclusion which the commis- 
sion has unanimously adopted. 
Charles Delac presiding. A sub- 
committee has been appointed to 
frame the report.” 
American companies are silently 
awaiting a government decision ex- 
pected next week, but. are mean- 
while preparing to reduce staffs. 

Americans contend the contingent 
system is equivalent to a subsidy 
for French producers and is un- 
warranted, but are prepared to 
agree to additional customs or Fed- 
eral taxes on film. 
The matter is now entirely up 
to the State departments, all re- 
sponsibility in- the future being 
with government officials instead of 
the French .film men. 


Denny’s $100,000 a Film 
For 12 British Mades 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Reginald Denny is going to make 
12 pictures in the next three years 
for. $1,200,000 in salary. Films are 
to be financed by S. J. Lewis, presi- 
dent of a London bank, and they 
will be distributed through Britis! 
International. Six are to be made 
in Hollywood, the other half dozen 
in London. 

Denny will have his own produc- 
tion organization and assume full 
responsibility. Story for the initial 
one is now under way and produc- 
tion is expected to begin here at the 
Metropolitan studio around July 1. 














FOREIGNERS AND INDIES 


French See No Hope or Help From 
American Independents 








Paris, May 28. 
Jacques Pathe, Thomas Pathe, 
Emile Natan and Marc Degastyne, 
who sailed on the “Isle de France,” 
are believed to be planning a call 
on American independent producers. 
Little hope is held out for any 
arrangements with the Americans 
independents, the latter having no 
means of doing business in France 
except under the same harassing 
conditions to which the other alien 

distributors are being subjected. 





“Escape” in July 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

Upon the return of Clive Brook 
from England early in July he will 
be featured by Paramount in “The 
Escape,” adapted ffom the John 
Galsworthy play of the same name. 

Galsworthy is adapting the script 
in England, which will be delivered 
to Basil Dean,,engaged by Jesse 
Lasky to direct the picture. 





4 AMER. FILMS IN LONDON 


London, May 28. 
Four First National pictures, 
with Vitaphone, opened yesterday. 
“Divine Lady” is at the Picca- 
dilly; “Captive Woman,” Regal; 
“Youth,” Scala, and “Weary River,” 
Stoll. 
Scala and Stoll are 
ing pictures for the 
week. 


playing talk- 
first time this 
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GEORGIE WOOD 


17 Tring avenue, Ealing Common, 


London, W. 5, England. 

This ad certainly brings me some 
kind ! ers from U. S. friends. I 
must try and steal a month’s vaca- 
tion this year to see them. My love 
to you all. 


W.E. WINSBERLIN 
INJUNCTION 
DECISION 


Berlin, May 28. 


Siemenshalske-Klangfilm injunc- 
tion against the use of Western 
Electric equipment in Germany has 
been refused by the Bertin courts. 

“The Singing Fool” will appear 
at the Gloria Palast June 3 as a 
result of this decision. 

German sound patent owners 

must now fight out plans in court 
‘and the case may be dragged out 
for years. Meanwhile German and 
American pictures will be shown 
on Western Electric equipment. 
If the W. E. equipment proves 
superior to Klangfilm the latter will 
have, a difficult task to sell. The 
entire. industry seems pleased with 
the decision as production was 
nearly at a standstill owing to the 
cloudiness of the sound situation. 

The industry will now be able 
to get an idea as to whether dialog 
pictures are suitable for the Ger- 
man public. 


Warner Talker Going 
Over Indie Equipment 

















London, May 28. 

Warner Bros. is allowing projec- 
tion of Vitaphone pictures over 
Hazeltone equipment with no evi- 
dent protest from Western Bliec- 
tric. 

Regent, Stamford Hill, PCT, is 
the first house to be wired with this 
equipment. It opens June 3 with 
“The Singing Fool.” 


“DIVINE LADY” LIKED 


Called Fine Propaganda For Anglo- 
American Relations 











London, May 28. 

“The Divine Lady,” First National 
production, opened at the Piccadilly 
May 27. Victor Varconi made a per- 
sonal appearance. 

Picture was well received. Sound 
effects were considered well done. 

Should run for a month or so on 
account of its historical value. The 
film has no obvious inaccuracies 
and is pro-English all the way 
through, 

This type of film does more good 
for Anglo-American relations than 
any other propaganda. 





Test Hipp for Sound 


London, May 28. 

An American sound reproducing 
apparatus, trade name unrevealed, 
is being shipped here for experi- 
mental installation in the Hippo- 
drome which will assume a sound 
film policy if apparatus is success- 
ful. 








GEORGE FOSTER 


32 Shaftesbury Arenze 


London, W. I. 


FOSTERS AGENCY 


(Established 40 Years) 
STILL THE LARGEST IN EUROPE 


Recent Bookings Include JAMES BARTON 


HARRY FOSTER 


Cables: Confirmation. Londos 
Phone Gerrard 8818 





Par’s Paris Cooling Plant 
Paris, May 28. 
Paramount is installing a cooling 
System and adding a sixth show. 
House will remain open until 1:30 














a. m. 
Management baa planning 
seventh show during the ae 


Even 
the pull of yore, while in one town— 





Jap’ 5 28-Reel Program 
Claims $7,000 Daily Gross 


Chicago, May 28. 

While stopping off here on a the- 
atre inspection tour M. Higo, Jap- 
anese exhibitor of Tokio, stated that 
his, the only first run house in 
Tokio, gets an admission _ price 
equivalent to $2.50, American. He 
claims to be grossing an average of 
$7,000 daily, with the house seat- 
ing 1,500. 

“It’s a full week stand with triple 
feature programs, showing not less 
than 28 reels of film daily,” Higo 
said. 

“Up to three years ago western 
films were all the rage in Japan. 
Now the natives demand better 
class stuff on their screens.” 

While here Mr. Higo intends: to 
make arrangements to have his 
house wired. 


Egyptian-Mades 


Cairo, May 10. ' 

“The Girl’of the Nile,” Egyptian 
dramatic film in eight parts, was 
given at the American Cosmograph, 
Cairo. <Aziza Emir is in the title 
role, Omar Wasfi, Ahmed Allam, 
Abbas Fares, Hassan El’ Baroudi, 
Mme. Ehsan Kamel, Mme.’ Mar- 
gherite Naggar, among the cast. -Lo- 
cations in Luxor, Valley. of the 
Kings, Egyptian temples, and in 
Cairo. Music synchronized with thé 
scenes. . 

“The Desert in Flames” is at the 
Metropole. It is an Egyptian dra- 
matic film featuring Vedad Urfy and 
Madame Assia. 

A film produced by the Syndicate 
d'Initiative de la ville d’Alexandrie 
and presented at the Ambassadeurs 
at Alexandria proved that there are 
places of real beauty in Alexandria, 
It is the Syndicate’s first effort. 








Par, Paris, Lateness 
Paris, May 28. 
Paramount is advertising that it 
will remain open until 1 o’clock in 
the morning. 
Patrons will 
midnight. 


be admitted wntil 


‘duced in Latin countries. 


‘American talker 
Thursday at the Olympia. 





Big Talker Income 


Abroad Expected 
by Warner Bros. 


jeeeis ij 


The crest of the box office wave 
which its productions realized in 
the United States during the past 
year is just reaching foreign shores 
where the Warner-First National 
foreign department figures it will 
top the brothers’ business by at 
least 25 per cent. The gross .in 
Ergland alone is expected by the 
end of this year. to greatly exceed 
‘the busines done by the Warner in- 
terests in 1928. 
Contracts for its synchronized 
product have been closed in 18 for- 
eign countries. In each case it rep- 
resents a pioneering effort on the 
‘part of Warners, according to H. A. 
Bandy, manager of the foreign dis- 
tribution. 

When questioned as to how the 
business could be hoped to exceed 
its previous grosses in view of the 
comparatively few wired houses 
abroad, Mr. Bandy answered that 
all of the talker product. now being 
sold practically has a silent ver- 
sion, for substitution in the un- 
wired theatres. Of the sounded ma- 
terial he said that most of it is 
synchronized without dialog and 
that titles in the native language 
are now being substituted. 

No schedule for dialog in any 
particular foreign language has yet 


tw were 


‘been decided by the Warners, ac- 
‘cording to Bandy. 
‘foreign production, he said, 


That phase of 
is still 
in an experimental state, with the 
few productions in dialog for 
Germany the only move other than 
‘English. 

English dialog is now being imtre- 
“The 
Singing Fool” opened as the first 
in Mexico last 
It opens 
in Berlin June 2, on Western Elec+ 





tric equipment. 





British Film Field 


By. Frank Tilley 





London, May 17. 

Never silent any time, the picture 
business here is living in a positive 
welter of talk. Every daily paper 
carries at least two feature articles 
a week giving the opinion of a juve- 
nile novelist Or a passe actress on 
the subject, and the next contains 
no more sense than the last. 

Meanwhile some of the talking 
films are doing good business and 
some are flops, not only in the West 
End of London but in the provinces, 
“Broadway Melody” is cleaning up 
at the Empire, London. Paramount’s 
“Close Harmony” at the Plaza is 
doing good business, but by no 
means the rush as at the Empire. 

Palace opened this 13th with P. D. 
C.’s “Strange Cargo,” playing over 
the German Tonbild-Klangfilm wir- 
ing. Results pretty good so far as 
reproduction of voices goes, but not 
quite so good on music and sound. 
But not drawing the folk. Said to 
be paying $3,750 weekly rent and 
searce getting it back at the box 


office. Picture comes off Whit Mon- 
day (20th) to make way for 
“Mothers’ Boy,” talker. 


Talkers and Silents 

Stoll Picture Theatre on Kings- 
way opens this 20th, Western Elec- 
tric wired, 10 days ahead of W. E.’s 
original schedule date. Playing First 
National’s “Weary River” all week 
with two program silent features 
changing mid-week. Keeping in or- 
chestra, putting in new organ and 
one stage act. Opening 12 noon in- 
stead of 1:45 p. m., and keeping flat 
price of 37 cents till 1:30 to attract 
femme shoppers round Holborn and 
Oxford street. 

“Noah’s Ark” closes at Piccadilly 
May 26, followed by First National’s 
sounded “Divine Lady” with per- 
sonal appearance of Victor Varconi. 





Novelty Fading 
Meantime the bottom of the talker 
craze seems to be falling out in 
town. They don’t pack out now 
just because it’s a talker. If it’s 
a good show business stands up and 
if it isn’t the sound doesn’t bring 
anyone in. 
Pravineres rettine the same way 
“Singing Fool” hasn’t quite 





Scala, put on a talker booked for 
two weeks and took it out at end 
of first week. 





No I. C. Yet 


Despite attitude of Exhibitors’ As- 
sociation, no sign of any settlement 
of the i. e. trouble. Association 
asked Western Electric and its li- 
censed producers to agree to the 
formation of an independent com- 
mittee to pass on other apparatus. 
‘No reply on that. Now association 
is to go after government for ac- 
tion. 

After the Klangfilm-Tobis opening 
‘at the Palace a few exhibs became 
prospects for the equipment. Going 
around to the distributors to see 
what about product they were told 
by the American films they. would 
not get any stuff from them to play 
over this wiring. One fellow with 
six houses in the Manchester area 
wanted to put the apparatus into all 
his theatres but has cried off, owing 
to the holdup on product. 

Meantime the Klangfilm- Tobis 
patent action against Western Elec- 
tric is still pending, but nobody at 
Bush House seems to care either 
about this or the i. c. squeal. 





Other Systems 

New one coming on the market 
directly after general election is 
Edibell. Combination of a syn- 
chronizing device invented by Clif- 
ford Jeapes, son of a projector and 
printing machine old-timer, Bill 
Jeapes. Tying up with the Edison 


figure to market their equipment to 
theatres at $1,000 to $1,500. Disk, 
with an automatic cut-out so sound 
can be censored where wanted. Go- 
ing to make a feature with Colin 
Clive and claim they have him under 
contract for five years. 

Asking $12,500 a year for a mini-e 
mum of five years to put in record- 
ing equipment, and $500 a reel nega- 
tive licénse fee. Klang-Tobis in 
Germany asks $775 a day for studio 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Wild Night in Sydney When English 
Comic Whipped Rowdy Down Front 


_ 





Sydney, May 28. 

Rowdy University students in the 
Tivoli last Wednesday night threw 
things at the performers and on the 
atage. A tomato struck Jack Barty, 
English comic, 

Barty leaped over the footlights, 
grabbing a student down front and 
licked him to a faretheewell. 

The house was in an uproar. It 
became the wildest night ever ex- 
perienced by an Australian theatre. 

After the tumult with partial 
quiet restored, the American acts on 
the Tivoli’s vaudeville bill refused 
to go on. They demanded that all 
of the students be first ejected from 
the theatre. 

Curtain finally descended on row- 
ing crowds, in front and behind the 
foots. 


Austin Raps American 
Acts in Stage Speech 


London, May 28. 

Charles Austin unable to proceed 
with his sketch one performance 
last week at the Palladium because 
of the continued applause for the 
Borrah Minnevitch Band stepped 
to the footlights, raised his hand 
for silence and said: 

“I'm British and have served you 
faithfully for 33 years. If you don’t 
want me, I will go off.” 

After some scattered applause 
Austin, pale with anger, suggested 
that prolonged applause for Minne- 
vitch was a clacque. He secured the 
sympathy of the audience by ap- 
pealing to their national prejudices 
by referring to the American ban- 
ning of the Jack Hylton band. Re- 
alizing this was a bit acrimonious 
Austin hastened to concede that 
the Minnevitch Band was a fine act, 
but adding they could not do the 
entire show. And did the audience 
want to see a British act? 

Austin then did his act in quiet 
and received applause at the con- 
clusion entirely out of proportion. 


Century-Old Italian 


Opera Opens in Paris 
Paris, May 28. 
Italian opera season opened here 
with “L’Italienne a Alger” (“The 
Italian Girl at Algiers”), directed by 
S. Zononi, of Turin, at the Theatre 
des Champs Elysees. 
The opera was written by Ros- 
sini a century ago, its overture be- 
ing famous. Conditions favored the 


opening. 
An Algerian ruler, Mustafa, 
weary of his native wife Elvira, 


wants to marry Isabella, an Italian 
girl found shipwrecked while seek- 
ing her lover, Lindor, who has been 
detained in Mustafa’s service. 

Tullio Serafin is directing the 
present Italian season here. 


“REDHEADS” OVER 


London, May 28. 
“Parisian Redheads” opened suc- 
cessfully at the Victoria Palace. 
Act has been engaged for the Kit 
Cat restaurant following the con- 
clusion of the Abe Lyman engage- 
ment there. 


“Scotland Yard” Okayed 
London, May 28. 
“Scotland Yard,” melodrama” 
which Al Woods is to produce in 
New York at the Eltinge on Labor 
Day, has been passed by the censor 
following considerable delay. 
London and New York produc- 


tions will probably be simulta- 
neous, 











“Variety” for Summer 
Subscribe for “Variety” 


»ver the Summertime 
Three Months 
JULY AND AUGUST 


FOR $2 


JUNE, 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Pittsburgh 
said: “Will Mahoney is a riot of 
laughs. He has split more belt 
buckles and waistbands than any 
comedian who has been here. He is 
an amusing warbler, a tap virtuoso 
and he has the grandest curtain 
speech that makes the house rock 
with laughter.” 


“Post Gazette” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








23RD SUMMER SEASON 


Ambassadeurs Starts With Program 
Mostly American 








Paris, May 28. 

Ambassadeurs opened its 23rd 
season with a fashionable audience 
crowding the tables in splendid 
weather. 

Strong, attractive program of en- 
tertainers. Featured are Lester 
Allen, Nelly Breen, Grace Edwards, 
George Dewey Washington, Bunny 
Weldon’s Chinese, Bobbe Arnst, Joie 
Ray, Miss Noree, Noble Sissle and 
a band recruited in Europe. 


Not Enough New Plays 
London, May 28. 

Embassy, on the outskirts of Lon- 
don, used as a tryout house for 
new plays, reverts to a rep policy 
shortly. 

Operators claim there is an in- 
sufficient supply of suitable new 
plays available. 


SAILINGS 


June 12 (San Francisco to Syd- 
ney): Bertha Belmore (Tahiti). 

June 6 (San Francisco to Austra- 
lia) Reno Brothers (Somona). 

June 6 (New York to Paris): 
Manny Seff (DeGrasse}, 

May 31 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Reichenbach (Ile de 
France). 

May 29 (London to New York), 
Clive Brook (Olympic). 

May 25 (New York to London): 
Mark Nathan (Cearic). 

May 25 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Julies Brulatour, Lee 
Shubert, Milton Shubert, Dr. Freider, 


Joe Lewis, Peggy Worth (Levia- 
than). 
May 25 (New York to London), 


Mr. and Mrs. Kack Sheehan (Doris 
Patston), Jim Tully, Barry Lupino, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jacobs (Samaria). 

May 25 (New York to London), 
Edna Wallace Hopper, Arthur 
(Harpo) Marks ( Homeric), 

May 25 (London to New York), 
Basil Dean, Mrs. Cecil B. DeMille, 
Mr. and Mrs, Colin Kemper (Beren- 
garia). 

May 23 (New York to Bremen): 
Earle Larimore (Stuttgart). 

May 22 (Paris to New York), 
Arthur Loew, David Blum, Georges 


VAUDEVILLE, 100, 
WORSE THAN EVER 


Only Two Real Stage Hits 
Current in England— 
Stage Theatre Less Popu- 
lar Now Than for Years— 
Old-Fashioned Methods 


Prevail 


TALKERS OVER THERE 


London, May 238. 
This is the dullest theatrical sea- 
son ever known of in England. 
Godfrey Tearle’s last play ran two 
weeks, Sybil Thorndike’s four 
weeks, and Basil Dean has had four 
flops since Christmas. His last pro- 
duction, “The Black Ace,” ran 10 
nights. 
Owen Nares, considered a strong 
star, has had a failure, Anna May 
Wong flopped, Edna Best and Her- 
bert Marshall combined could only 
keep “Paris Bound” going about 
three weeks and four days, while 
Sir Gerald DuMaurier has left Saint 
James after a series of failures. 
Even Edgar Wallace’s last two 
plays have failed to continue his 
sensational luck. Haymarket, last 
frontier of English tradition, has 
had three failures, “Mr. Pickwick,” 
“The Ivory Door,” and “Quality 
Street.” 
“Porgy,” despite marvellous pub- 
licity, closes after a short stay of 
seven weeks. Lynne Overman’s re- 
turn in “Little Accident” flopped. 
There are conflicting reports 
about the last three American mu- 
sicals. “Merry Merry” left the 
Carlton for a cheap house, “Five 
o’Clock Girl” opened badly and is 
still running though not to big 
business, and in “New Moon” the 
leading man was changed, Harry 
Welchman being substituted in the 
hope of bolstering the show. 


9 Failures 


The Strand has had nine failures 
in the past year. Vaudeville has 
had another failure with ‘‘Cooee,” a 
poor revue, One management fa- 
mous for its successes is reported 
tottering financially. Another big 
combination has split up through 
writs for libel. Daly's, one of the 
best known theatres in England, is 
closed and for sale. The popular 
Astaires (Americans) returned for 
the third time, have failed to cre- 
ate the excitement of their previous 
visits, 

The only two smashing successes 
are “Journey’s End” and “Mr. Cin- 
derg,” although Gladys Cooper still 
draws in “The Sacred Flame” and 
several others are doing moderate 
business, 

The Talkers 


During the last few weeks all 
publicity has swung over to the 
talking pictures, as in New Yorikx. 

Water Rats, oldest vaudeville or- 
ganization, held a banquet inaugu- 
rating their new premises Sunday, 
but in doleful circumstances, 

Vaudeville business rs now worse 
than ever. 

No doubt the English stage the- 
atre just now is less popular than 
it has been for many years. The- 
atrical managers are conducting 
their business exactly as they did 
50 years ago. No attempts have 
been made to compete with the pic- 
ture houses. 

The Bishop of London’s commit- 
tee, cleaning up the stage, has is- 
sued a list of 10 plays recommended 
for churchgoers. Unfortunately, all 
but two have closed. 

Lee Shubert, before sailing last 
night for London, gave out a state- 
ment stating this has been the 
worst season in “the show business” 
for years. 

Lee meant the legit, as with pic- 
tures it has been the best 


Rene LePrince Dies 
Paris, May 28. 





Carpentier, Joseph Rosthal Eck- 
man, Jacques Pathe, Lhomas ratne, 
Emile Natan, Mare Dehastyne 














(“lle de I'rance”). 


Rene LePrince, prominent French 
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AUSTRALIA BAN 
OFF NEGRO ACTS 


Sydney, May 238. 

Owing to the scurcity of new tal- 
ent, the Tivoli circuit has removed 
its band ban on colored act importa- 
tions. 

This ban has been standing for 
some time. Tivoli is the first chain 
here to revoke it. 








Colored players fell under Aus- 
tralian displeasure some months ago 
when an American negro orchestra 
became involved in a very messy 
affair with Australian white women, 
The negroes concerned were placed 
under arrest and later ordered out 
of Australia. 

At the same time it was an- 
nounced that the country’s theatres 
would not thereafter play foreign 
colored performers. 


MILD PLAYS OPEN 
FOR PARIS FAVOR 


Paris, May 28. 

Following the quick flop of “Sans 
Facon,” operetta which closed the 
house after a week’s run, the Dau- 
nou management rushed in a 3-act 
comedy called “La Femme au 
Chat” (“The Woman With the 
Cat”), by Pierre Veber and Henry 
de Gorsse. 

It is adapted from an Italian 
comedy by Oreste Poggios, with a 

(Continued on page 6) 


CAPUS’ WIDOW MISSING 


Paris, May 28. 

Widow of Alfred Capus, play- 
wright, who has been cared for by 
friends, has been missing for a 
week. 
She is believed to have committed 
suicide. The woman was destitute, 
despite the enormous royalties her 
husband earned. 





ROSIE’S RAGS AND ICE 
London, May 28. 
Rosita Dolly, who flew from 
Paris last week to appear at Pa- 
vilion, makes 12 changes of cos- 
tume and wears $1,000,000 worth 
of jewels. 


Heat and Audiences 
Lendon, May 28. 
Dorsay and Steadman were well 
received at the Victoria Palace by 
a slim and apathetic audience. 
Everyone seemed to be suffering 
from a heat wave. 


“Young Love” Despite Censor 


London, May 28. 
“Young Love,” banned by the 
London Censor, will be given pri- 
vately July 3 at the Arts Theatre. 
Dorothy Gish will play her orig- 
inal New York role. 


Engineers’ Club Fire 


London, May 28. 
Engineers’ Club, where dozens of 
theatrical people reside, was ‘con- 
siderably damaged by fire yest-r- 
day. 
The 


some 


club will be untenable for 
time. 


Star Covets Hollywood 
Paris, May 28. 
Saint Granier, comedian and re- 
vue author at the Casino de Paris, 
is negotiating for picture work in 
Holly wood. 


Dancing Trio 


Paris, May 28 





1 producer, las 


| died. 
} with Cineromans, 


iormeriy with Pathe, 


Enolish-Made Musical Talker with 
Stars from Musical Comedy Stage 


London, May 238. 
Gaumont-British will be the first 
foreign picture producer to make a 
talking musical for the screen. Its 
stars will be Cicely Courtneidge 
and Jack Hulbert. 

Production will start July 22 with 
Maurice Elvey directing. Not stated 
what book or music will be utilized. 
Paul Murray acted as representa- 
tive for the stars, who are under 
his management for the stage. It 
is said Murray asked a stiff price 


for Miss Courtneidge and her hus- 
band 


Paul Murray and Jack Hulburt 
reached New York Friday. They 
are here only for a lock around, said 
Murray, who nearly died when he 
saw the number of pictuces on dis- 
play along Broadway. 

‘I cabled Swaffer,” said Paul, 
“that they have talkers over here, 
too.” 


Misled on Italian Beauty, 
But Mussolini Won’t Give ft 


Paris, May 28. 
Italian Government is prohibiting 
beauty contests on the grounds that 
they lower the moral standards and 
are dangerous exaltation of femi- 
nine vanity. 


The Government also believes 
contests constitute a caricature of 
serious matters, 

Authorities contend that beautiful 
girls belonging to respectable 
families of the finest type decline to 
compete, and, that, consequently, 
the international groups fail to 
comprise the prettiest Italians with 
the world misled regarding Italian 
beauty. 





Weather Reports 


Paris, May 28. 
Temperature boiling, up to 90, 
has wilted the town. 
Warmest May in Paris on record 
has not affected theatre attendance, 








Washington, May 28. 

Upon Variety's request, the 
Weather Bureau has furnished the 
following outlook for the week be- 
ginning tomorrow (29): 
Local thunder showers Wednes- 
day and probably more general 
showers and thunder storms Thurs- 
day, followed by generally fair for 
about two days. 
Showers again about Sunday (2). 
Warmer Wednesday and TiHursday 
except cooler from Chicago to Pitts- 
burgh Thursday; cooler all sections 
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4 VARIETY 


Easterners Taken West May 
Go Back East Any Time Now: 
First Talking Trial Year Up 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Process of elimination of New 
York writers, songwriters and| 
actors is now going on at the local | 
studios. It has been almost a year | 
to date since the large influx of | 
importations began. 

It is getting to be a matter of the 
survival of the fittest as far as con- 
tracts are concerned. In many in- 
stances some people brought here 
so far are said to have been mis- 
judged as to ability and were 
simply paid their weekly wages 
without delivering anything in re- 
turn. Some of these contracts are 
written for three and six-month 
term with some of the studios pay- 
ing off in advance, giving the boys 
their return trip ticket rather than 
having them around doing nothing. 
In other instances attempts are 
made to utilize their services in 
some way that they give a partial 
return for expense. 

Studios have been inclined to 
keep under cover as to who are im- 
ported from Broadway, with a 
large number of the people already 
on the payroll, from four to six 
weeks befoFe any publicity is given 
out, even then it is not generally 
given out until after the people 
have proven okay. 

Others who have been brought to 
the Coast and received advance 
publicity prior to their arrival and 
did not click have been forgotten, 
£0 far as any attempt to broadcast 
propaganda as to their future ac- 
tivities. 

With June 1 coming it is under- 
stood close to 150 options of various 
eastern importations will not be 
taken up. 

Producers have adopted a policy 
In regard to signing Broadway 
actors by engaging the person for 
one picture. If they click, they are 
retained for others. Producers be- 
lieve in operating in this cautious 
manner to save a large sum yearly. 


COLOR CAMERA FAMINE 
GETS MAYER A SNUB 
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Sign Code 





Los Angeles, May 28. 

W. R. Sheehan is having a 
special sign language code de- 
vised for use around the Fox 
sound stages. 

When finally compiled Shee- 
han will have it published in 
book form and compel all 
employees, from grips to direc- 
tors, to study it and pass ex- 
aminations. 


Tax Agents Checking 
Each Other—3 Groups 


Los Angeles, May 28. 


- Internal Revenue Bureau has sent 
a large number of field agents to 
complete investigations into income 
tax statements in this section. In 
three waves the boys have been ap- 
portioned to studios where they are 
checking up on the work of prede- 
ecessors and conducting examina- 
tions along original lines. 

For nine months each of the big 
studios has been visited by two or 














three agents. Rule has been for first | 


comers to get in direct touch with 
those whose statements are ques- 
tioned and secure all available in- 
formation. These agents are fol- 
lowed by a second group who go as 
far as they can. Then enters the 
third contingent, known as “warrant 
for distraint” agents, who check 
everything previously uncovered, set 
the tax, and notify employers. 

Men now working are strangers 


and unknown to any of the persons | 
with whom they have to deal. In} 


many instances agents have gone 
to the extent of not only taking 
eanceled salary checks from the 
studios, but of having photostatic 
copies made. One of the phas®s 
said to be receiving particular at- 
tention is that pertaining to real 
estate trust groups, 








Los Angeles, May 28. 

M-G-M is understood to have of- 
fered Warners a bonus of $25,000 for 
the immediate loan of one Techni- 
color camera which Warners has in 
a vault with four other cameras. 
Offer, by report, came from Louis B. 
Mayer personally, and was refused 
by Warners, as M-G-M had pre- 
viously refused a request from War- 
ners for the loan of a special lens. 

Technicolor equipment is extreme- 


ly scarce on the coast, with War-: 


ners the only company sitting pretty 
on this material. 

In order to shoot Technicolor se- 
quences for “Footlights and Fools,” 
Colleen Moore unit at First National 
is obliged to work from 9 p. m. to 7 
in the morning. 


U and Harry Jolson Part 
Company on Story Choice 


Harry Jolson has terminated his 
contract with Universal after seven 
weeks without reaching an agree- 
ment on a story with the pic- 
ture producers. Jolson was recently 
reported cast for the lead in “The 
Minstrel Man” when Eddie Leonard 
originally set for the part was as- 
signed to star in “Harmony Lane” 
by Universal. 

Jolson and Universal, it is re- 
ported, came to a parting when the 
comedian, brother of Al Jolson, 
wanted the company to purchase a 
story by Eddie Cantor figuring on 
the linking of his name with that of 
Cantor’s for exploitation of the pro- 
duction. When Universal refused to 
meet Cantor’s price for his original 
script Jolson asked for a release 
from his contract. 

George Sidney East 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

George Sidney will go to New 
York for the summer and return 
here in the fall to be starred in 
“Cohens and Kellys in Scotland” 
for Universal. 











Jack Warner Goes Back 
Jack Warner is leaving New York 
today (Wednesday) far the Warner 
studio at Hellywood. 
He expects to again reach New 
York in about six weeks. 


“Mr. Hall of ‘The Times’”’ 


When Mr. Hall, of The Times, 
goes to a picture theatre, he phones 
over. At least to the Paramount 
theatre. 


Par ushers believe he phones for 
seats. 

Anyway Mr. Hall phones. 

Maybe he wants Publix Service, 
Sir, 

Or just to let ‘em know it’s Mr. 
Hall. 

Of The Times. 

Chances are Mr, 
chances. 

But not Mr. Hall of The Times. 

Par usher states: 

“Mr. Halli abhors standing.” 

That’s the usher’s “abhors.” 

He’s at Bway and 43rd. 

And what happens when Mr. Hall 
phones? 

Does Mr. Zukor ever phone? 

No, says ush. 

But when Mr. Hall phones! 

It’s Saturday. 

Press seats in mezzanine roped 
off. 

How about Mr. Hall? 

When he phones? 

Yes. 

Two seats within roped seats also 
roped off, 

For Mr. Hall? 

Yes, 

Supposing Mr. Hall forgets. 

Mr. Hall of The Times never for- 
gets when he phones. 

The Times is a great newspaper. 

The Chi Trib says it’s greater, 

But Mr. Hall! 


GROPING FOR JOLSON TITLE 


Los Angeles, May 28. 





Ochs. takes 





Warners best brains are wrestling 
with the problem of a title for Al 
Jolson’s next picture, now that 
“Little Pal’ is out through conflict 


JOSEPH CHERNIAVSKY 


Who is general musical director 
for Universal Pictures, received the 
following criticism in the Los An- 
geles “Examiner” after opening at 


the Biltmore theatre of “Show 
Boat,” in which his composition, 
“Love Sings a Song in My Heart,” is 
a hit: “Joseph Cherniavsky made 
one of the best scores heard with a 
film's synchronization.” 


POL] MAY HAVE 
TO REFUND 
FOX $700,000 


S. Z. Poli stands in sight of a 
payment to William Fox of $700,000, 
to take up the deficit on Poli’s profit 
guarantee to Fox that the Fox-Poli 
circuit, taken over by Fox, would 
net $1,500,000 in Fox's first year of 
ownership. 

With the summer here and an 
accurate estimate possible of the 
Poli business for the first full year, 
that $700,000, it is said, will be duly 
ealled for by Fox. 

_ What Fox paid for the Poli New 
England chain has not been dis- 


closed. Fox, from the report, turned 
over but little cash at the time. Poli 
received mortgages mostly, it was 
said. | 

On the basis of the deficit Fox 
will, request, the Fox-Poli Circuit 
for the year has a profit of $800,090. 














U’S COLUMBIA PROF 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Prof. Walter Pitkins of the 
School of Journalism, Columbia 


University, is now on the Universal 
lot. He received his placement 
through Prof. Marsten, the lot per- 
sonality and picture psychologist. 
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Special Night for Woman First 
On Stage; Outfit From Merchants 


———— 








THEME SONG FOR SHORTS 





All of the comedy shorts 
produced by Pathe will carry 
as a trade mark a new over- 
ture to be played at the begin- 
ning of the pictures. 

It is entitled “When My 
Pretty Steps Out.” The song 
was inspired by a group of six 
bathing beauties called “The 
Pretties,” now appearing in 
“Thanksgiving,” the first short 
that will play that song. 

Frank T. Davis, vaude, will 
be featured in the all-talking 
comedy, 











Soft Focusing Out as 
Squarer for Wrinkles 





Los Angeles, May 28. 

Soft focus photography, that con- 
cealer of the ravages of old Pop 
Time, is out. Head of a laboratory 
in a big studio explains the reason 
as that when characters didn’t talk 
soft focus had no effect on the il- 
lusion, but when the player moves 
the lips and the voice is heard it is 
different. Audience now wants to 
see full action of the entire face, 
fogged if shot through a gauze. 

Within last six weeks one of 
large studios has given definite in- 
structions to its camera department 
that the use of gauze and discs 
must be discontinued and _ that 


every effort be made to get defi- 
nition. 





GLAZER QUITS, REPORT 


Paul Bloch in Line If Pathe Doesn’t 
Adjust Disagreement 








Los Angeles, May 28. 

Benjamin Glazer is reported to 
have tendered Pathe his resignation 
as chief of production, 

Understanding here is that Joseph 
P. Kennedy if not adjusting the 
matter with Glazer will elevate 
Paul Bloch, now an associate pro- 
ducer, to full production responsi- 
bility. 





MARY NOLAN’S 2D OPERATION 
Los Angeles, May 28. 


Mary Nolan (Imogere Wilson) is 
in the Good Samaritan Hospital 
here to undergo a second major op- 
eration. Necessary due to injuries 
sustained in auto accident about 
two months ago. 








This straightforward editorial 


atres. 


A few months ago PUBLIX 


of Publix representation. 
attitude which some misguided 


in any community. 


permits himself to be coerced 
officials, reformers, or others, 


Publix has never had part 


where. 





with a song in Eddie Dowling’s 
“Rainbow Man,” 

It’s a toss up at present between 
“Sing, Brother, Sing,” and “Say It 
With a Song.” Neither is particu- 
larly liked so there may be an en- 
tirely different one when the 24 





sheets are finally printed. 





/ high public esteem it enjoys. 


Advocating Backbone for Mgrs. 


PUBLIX OPINION, the confidential house organ of Publix The- 


Written by Ben Serkewitz, editor of OPINION, it goes right into 
the root of one evil of local operation, the attempted oppression or 
advantage by some picayune politician or official of one of the 
city’s foremost institutions—the theatre—always: 


We’re Not “Grifters” 





to stand erect and with colors flying—the trade-marked attitude 
The hang-dog or beggarly, or sly 


late in speech or demeanor is unnecessary in show business. 
Certainly it is unnecessary in Publix. 

Your credentials as a Publix showman makes you the equal, 
if not actually the social and economic superior, of any luminary 


The showman nowadays who is sly, or begs, or cheats, or 


does not belong in Publix organization. 


business which has been dead for a decade, but memory of 
which still furnishes a cud for mealy-mouths to chew. Publix 
has always been idealistic, ethical, and high in prestige every- 
We have an honorable status. 
fluence for the moral, educational, recreational and economic 
sood of the communities in which we operate. 

In view of these facts, if there is any employee of Publix 
who cringes like a dive-keeper 
| fully stand up and give the organization the representation to 
which it is entitled under every 
| false to himself, and to his innumerable associates in Publix 
whose courage and effort have placed the organization in the 


appears in the current issue of 


OPINION advised all in Publix 


creatures in show business simu- 


or bulldozed by petty grafters, 
is criminally foolish. Surely he 


in tha. larcenious, gypsy, shov 


We are a powerful in- 


or who otherwise fails to man- 


circumstance, then he is playing 








+ 

Charging a two bit admission, 
Monroe theatre on list avenue and 
76th street, New York, small vaude- 
film house, formerly playing four 
acts, changing daily, has cut down 
on the overhead. It playing but two 
acts, changing daily. 


In place of the other two acts, 
the house has tied up with several 
stores in the neighborhood. Every 
second night is ladies night and the 
other nights are turned over to the 
men. Monday, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, the entire front of the or- 


chestra is fiille€d with impatient 
women, waiting for the _ special 
event, 


The minute the local act is an- 
nounced, the entire front of the or- 
chestra rise of one accord. A surg- 
ing sea of women and girls climb- 
ing over one another tc be the first 
one on the stage. The one who 
reaches there first wins. 

As a reward, a free haircut, water 
Wave or marcel is given to the win- 
ner, in addition to being completely 
outfitted from hat to the soles of 
her feet. 

On the stage is a barber from a 
beauty parlor to give the winner 
what ever she may want. When 
finished she goes behind a screen 
and shortly emerges completely re- 
gowned, All of the clothes includ- 
ing the wave are furnished by local 
store keepers, who contribute 
everything free for the publicity it 
may bring them, 

Other nights, except Sundays, are 
turned over to the men, the winner 
receiving a complete wardrobe in 
addition to getting a free haircut 
and shave on the stage. 

No strings of any kind. 


John Lord O’Brien Is 
Ass't to Att’y-General 


Washington, May 28. 
President Hoover has named John 


Lord O’Brien as assistant to the 
Attorney General, left vacant by 
Col. William J. Donovan. 


In this assignment Mr. O'Brien, 
who has acted as special prosecutor 
for the department on many occa- 
sions on anti-trust cases, will have 
supervision of practically all mo- 
tion picture cases before the de- 
partment. 

As far back»as 1909 Mr. O’Brien 
has been arguing cases for the: de- 
partment, these including the East- 
man Kodak case, 

He is of the Progressive type of 
Republican and though never known 
to openly commit hin.self on the ex- 
isting anti-trust laws, is believed to 
have the “open mind” outlook in 
accordance with the President on 
big business mergers. 


Columbia’s Embassy Lease 











Columbia Pictures has taken a 
six-week lease with an option on 
six weeks more. on the Embassy, 
New York, from Loew's. It will 
open “Father and Son” there June 
3, for a run of three or four weeks. 

“Father and Son” was originally 
scheduled to open at the Roxy 
Saturday, but Columbia thought so 
well of it they switched it to the 
Embassy. 

Col’s “Fall of Eve” will follow 
“Father and Son” into the Embassy. 


Mrs. Sylvia Harris Wants 
Alimony Without Divorce 


Cleveland, May 238. 

Claiming his wife preferred her 
mothers’ home to his, Milton K. 
Harris, real estate operator, has 
started suit for divorce against Mrs. 
Sylvia Harris, 20, former film ac- 
tress and dancer. In his suit, baséd 
on gross neglect, Harris asserts ‘it 
was just another marriage wrecked 
by a mother-in-law. 

Sylvia, who has been married 
since July 10, 1927, doesn’t want a 
divorce. She is fighting for alimony, 
filing a counter-suit charging he 
was cruel, cussed at her frequently 
and didn’t want to buy her pretties. 

Mrs. Harris has appeared in “The 





French Doll” and other M-G-M 
films. Her husband $25 000 
yearly. He is the son of Henry 
Harris, wealthy real estate owner. 
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W. E. Producer License Calls 
For $100,000 Minimum Royalty 





+ 
a4 


Western Electric’s license contract 
form for producers discloses the 
electric as not only the supreme 
government for the talking film in- 
dustry but as holder in the largest 
film companies for 8 per cent of 
their gross revenue annually, or a 
minimum guarantee from each of 
$100,000 per annum, The money is 
payable quarterly and there is a 
stipulation that the producers keep 
their books in constant readiness 
for inspection by a Western ac- 
countant at any time. 

That the grosses may be highest 
and the electric’s royalties always 
at top, another clause, reads: 

“Licensee shall, in order to ob- 
tain the greatest revenues from the 
foregoing sources, adopt such prac- 
tices with regards of methods of 
distribution and character of re- 
leases and fix such charges for the 
release of said product as may be 
designed to produce the greatest 
gross revenue and as may be con- 
sistent with competitive conditions 
which obtain from time to time.” 

That interchangability, from the 
literal interpretation of the contract, 
does not exist and that producers 
were aware of its non-existence 
when they signed the contract is re- 
vealed in an opening clause with 
this summary: 

Interchange Out 

. such reproduction or pro- 
jection of the said records of sound 
and the accompanying and or co- 
related motion pictures in any case 
only upon or with or by 
means of synchronous reproducing 
equipment supplied by Products 
(Electrical Research Products) to 
the exhibitor thereof.” 

Besides a two years’ formal no- 
tice required to terminate the agree- 
ment, default in payment of the roy- 
alty also rules the license. Pro- 
ducer is given 60 days to make each 
quarterly payment after date it is 
due. Continued failure automati- 
cally constitutes a breach. 

In the event of patent litigation 
in which Western is the defendant, 
the electric agrees to defend the 
licensee only up to expenses total- 
ing the amount he has paid in roy- 
alties. 

Should a permanent injunction be 
obtained against Western’s use of 
its talker equipment the electric 
figures on a number of angles. 

Virst: The electric can discon- 
tinue service and the license by an 
immediate notification or it can 
agree to supply different material 
within 30 days from the date the 
injunction may be issued. 

Second: Licensees may offer to 
pass the hat among themselves and 
turn the collection over to Western 
whereby the electric may buy the 
plaintiff's patents, or negotiate a 
license to use them. 

Third: The electric itself make 
the financial arrangements for the 
purchase and tack on the cost to the 
defendant licensee’s yearly mini- 
mum pay-in. 


Minimum $100,000 


A. for licensees whose business 
Prohibits them from paying the 
yearly $100,000 minimum, which is 


collectable quarterly by the electric 
March 31, June 30, Sept. 30 and 
Dec. 31, then they shall be required 
to express their willingness to meet 
the deficit and be penalized six per 
cent. on the difference pnetween 
Amount paid and $100,000 for the 
period it remains unpaid. 

Producers who grant sub-licenses 
Shall be responsible for their charges 
and shall reveal to the electric the 
4mount they are exacting for the 
extending of the service. A fair cut- 
in on this vill also go to Western. 

Advertising copy using the elec- 
tric’s name or that of any of the 
licensees must be submitted and 
okayed by Western before release. 
An okay from the electric on out- 
Side orders fer the manufacture of 
discs must be obtained. Should any 
disagreement over this, or any other 
matter arise, it must be arbitrated. 
Ruling by tw of the three arbiters. 
one appointed by each side and the 
third by a Supreme Court Justice, 








POLA’S IDEA OF MONEY 


Pola Negri wants $10,000 a 
week and a 10-week guarantee 
to step on a vaude stage. 

The Polish pash purveyor is 
in Berlin under contract to 
UFA and making a picture at 
present. She was submitted to 
Keith's at the heavy sugar by 
the Weber office. 

Pola’s believed to be the 
most extravagant asker con- 
fronted by vaude of late. When 
counting that high, Pola for- 
got she’s a passe picture star 
over here. 

Sarah 3ernhardt played 
vaude for $3,000 less, although 
the Weber office might have 
mistaken marks for dollars. 
That's 75 percent off, 











CHURCH ‘NAMES 


AS DRAW FOR 
COLLECTION 


At least one church in New York 
City offers competition to the 
neighboring theatres. It’s the Chel- 
sea Methodist Episcopal Church, on 
Washington Heights, whose pastor, 
Rev. Christian F. Reisner, is en- 
gaged in raising funds to build 
the Broadway Temple, skyscraper 
church and apartment house com- 
bined. 

The Rev. Reisner’s method is to 
get a stage or screen figure to 
speak from his pulpit every Sun- 
day, Jackie Coogan being the at- 


traction last week and the week be- 
fore that, Morris Gest. 

Only requirement is prominence 
on stage or screen, 

These attractions draw capacity. 
Resultant collections help toward 
the construction of any skyscraper- 
church-apartment house. 





Salvage “Queen Kelly” 
With Swanson in Fall 


May 28. 

Rather than take a dead loss on 
“Queen Kelly,” J. P. Kennedy of 
Pathe will put the Von Stroheim 
white elephant back into production 
in the fall in the hope of salvag- 
ing it for release. 

At that time Gloria Swanson will 
have completed her final picture 
for United Artists. That starts pro- 
duction in June. 


Los Angeles, 





is contracturally described as final 
and conclusive. The first use of this 
stipulation has been made by the 
Warners who started last fall and 
are still on the mat. 

Licensees who are owners of chain 
theatres are given no preference on 
installations of equipment. The 
agreement in this respect is that 
they must pay the same price as the 
‘independent exhibitor and expect no 
discount. 

One of the most significant con- 
ditions in the contract is that which 
binds the producer licensee to turn 
over to Electrical Research Products 
any talker patents of interest which 
he may have acquired independently. 
For these he receives no royalty. 
the electric in turn considering them 
and, if with approval, working them 
in the system used by that licensee's 
competitors. The contains a 
further demand that any independ- 
ent discoveries by a 
Similarly turned into the e lectric “to 


clause 


the advantage in the recording and! 


reproduction of sound.” 





licensee be 


INDIE PRODUCERS’ LEAGUE | 


——_  C— 
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‘SCORE BAND FOE 
OLE REGULATION 


Makers Outside M. P. P. A. 
Pledge to Uphold Quality, 
Regulate Financial Stand- 
ing and Oppose Shoe- 
string Racketeers 





—_-—__— 


DISTRIBUTION 


ANGLE 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Independent film producers, not 
members of the Motion Picture 
Producers’ Association, have formed 
a new organization to formulate a 
code among themselves. It is called 
the Association of Motion. Picture 
Producers, Inc. Phil Goldstone, who 
called the meeting, was chosen as 
chairman. 

Committee on organization in- 
cluding Goldstone, William Lackey 
and J. J. Bryan, latter representing 
the financial end of independent 
production, are now working out 
details. It is expected that about 
20 members will join by invitation. 

One primary objective of the new 
organization is the placement and 
recognition of responsibility, with 
members to be held accountable for 
all statements or publicity about 
their plans or programs which they 
gubsequently fail to carry through. 
Idea is to exclude or. discipline those 
who refuse to abide by the accepted 
code of ethics. 


Aim at Shoestringers 


Organization will also seek to dis- 
criminate against shoestringers and 
fly-by-night producers who misrep- 
regent their finances or fail to meet 
their obligations. 

There will also be standardized 
basis for dealing with actors, di- 
rectors and writers, according to 
the conditions of independent pro- 
ducers without their own releasing 
organizations, 

Still another contemplated ob- 
jective is for the organization to 
buy and sell supplies and equip- 
ment ag a group and to consult to- 
gether for solution and action on 
group problems. General idea be- 
hind move is the solidifying of the 
independent field and the discour- 
agement of racketeering methods. 


There was an independent pro- 
ducers’ association about five years 
ago under the presidency of I. E. 
Chadwick. It was regarded more 
as a states right distributors group 
than as a banding together of pro- 
ducers. 


W. B. Refused Injunction 
Against Davey Lee’s Dates 


Chicago, May 28, 
Petition by Warner Bros. for an 
injunction preventing appearances 
of Davey Lee at the Chicago theatre 
starting Friday was refused by 
Judge Sullivan on grounds that the 
juvenile star and his mother, his 
legal guardian, were necessary par- 
ties to the suit and no service had 

been obtained on either of them. 
Davey Lee opened at the Chi- 
cago. Friday. He plays another 

week for B. & K. at the Uptown. 








Slow Motion Sound Now 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Fox Movietone engineers have 
perfected a system of recording 
sound at the same speed as slow 
motion photography. 

It will be employed for the first 
time on the dance numbers in 
“Sunnyside Up,” the De _ Sylva, 
Brown and Henderson picture 
which gets under way in June 


“WHOOPEE” ON SCREEN 


IXddie Cantor will movietone the 
original production of “‘Whoopee 
following its Broadway run, 

Ziegfeld is to do it in association 
with Paramount 


| tive 








Big Deal Is “Hot’’ 


All reports agree the Para- 
mount-Warner deal is “hot.’ 

Reports also say it may not 
be completed before the return 
of David Sarnoff of R. C. A. 

This indicates an inclusion 
of Radio with Paramount- 
Warner, 

It is also said that Sarnoff, 
still abroad with Owen Young, 
is in constant cable communi- 
cation with New Yorkers in- 
terested in the picture combi- 
nation 


CARL, JR, AT 21 
NEW U BOSS 
OF STUDIO 


_——. 


Ben Jackson Studio Mer. 
—Bob Welch Out—Mary 
Philbin Released 











Los Angeles, May 28. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., is the new 
boss at Universal City. The 21- 
year-old son of Universal's head 


took over the reins last week from 
Robert Welsh, who had held the 
job for the past 18 months. 

Young Lammle will now be known 
as general manager of the studio, 
his title being representative of the 
president and associate executive. 

With the sudden resignation of 
Welsh, whose contract had two 
years more to run, it is said changes 
in other executive departments will 
follow. 

Laemmile, Jr., is now working on 
an organization plan and expects 
within the week to surround him- 
self with several new department 
heads. It is likely Ben Jackson, for- 
mer studio manager for Fox at 
Movietone City, will come in as ex- 
ecutive studio manager. Prof. Pit- 
kin, recent arrival from Columbia 
University, has been assigned to the 
scenario department. Harry Gar- 
son, casting director, will also su- 


pervise production at intervals. 
Also, several individual producers 
with story knowledge will be 


brought into the organization by 
the Laemmle heir to make from 
three to five pictures a year. 

Mary Philbin, for whom no pro- 
duction is available, has been 
farmed out to independent  pro- 
ducers, with her contract not to: be 
renewed when it expires. There is 
said to be around $50,000 a week 
in non-productive overhead on the 
pay roll, and the new U boss ex- 
pects to cut it to a minimum within 
a month. 

First big production young 
Laemmle will get under way in his 
new job is to be “The Barnstormer,” 
which Harry Pollard will direct. It 
is understood that Pollard, on the 
pay roll without directing a picture 
in 10 months and getting $3,500 a 
week regardless, will start on this 
new one with a carrying charge of 
$187,000. Added to this story cost 
the getaway slap on the production 
will be about $210,000. 

Welsh has no plans for the im- 
mediate future and is contemplating 
a six weeks’ vacation in Honolulu. 


Fox’s Offer 


Los Angeles, May 28 





Following a recent scientific dis- 
that sound pictures are an 
| aid in curing the mentally defe: 
William Fox has offered to 
donate any prints of Fox Movietone 
| pictures 


covery 


desired to be used hb tate 
hospitals and like institutions. 


Warners Winter Garden for 5 Years; 


Shubert Profit This Season, $300,000 


+ ae aS eee 


Warner Brothers 
their lease on the Winter Garden 
jon Broadway with the Shuberts 
from the first two to a present five- 
year term. Since the Warners have 
operated the house with talking 
pictures, the Shuberts have cleared 
$300,000 as their share of the 
grosses 

That is more than the Shuberts 
ever netted in the Garden when 
playing musical revues, besides sav- 
ing the Shuberts the cost of two 
stage revues this season had they 
been operating the house. Kach 
revue could not have under 
$175,000. 

The Warners leased the Garden 
on a guarantee of $6,000 weekly 
against a percentage of the whole 
receipts. 

The Winter Garden for years was 
the ace house of the Shuberts, 
nationally renowned for its naked 
and often dirty stage shows. With 
other musical producers running 
ahead of the Shuberts in compiling 
box office stage attractions, the 
Shuberts gladly let the Warners 
have the best known legit theatre 
on Broadway. 


FOX DROPS ZONE | PLAN, 
PARTNERS IN CHARGE 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

District managers are being aban- 
doned by Fox Theatres out here. 
Chain supervision in the various 
districts will be turned over to local 
managers or partners. 

Jack Mansfield of the Portland 
district returns to Los Angeles as 
assistant to Harold B. Franklin, 
leaving William Parker, a Fox part- 
ner in several houses up there, in 
charge. 


have extended 


cost 





Charles Thall returns to San 
Francisco as assistant to Arch M. 
Bowles, leaving Rosenberg and 


Finkelstein, also Fox partners, in 
charge of the Seattle district, with 
a Seattle city manager to be desig- 
nated, 

Other changes to go into effect 
June 1 include shifting of Bruce 
Fowler to general managership of 


Loew's State, succeeding H. B, 
Wright, who goes to Grauman's 
Chinese. , 


Kaiser Wires Ford to 
Pull Prince Off Hollywood 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Liberal publicity afforded Prince 
Louis Ferdinand during his Holly- 
wood visit in quest of adventure 
and of Lily Damita has done the 
boy no good. As g00n as his grand- 
father, Ex-Kaiser Bill, received a 
load of the clippings, the exiled em- 
peror began shooting cablegrams to 
Henry Ford asking him to send tha 
boy back home. 

Since Ford assumes the responsi- 
bility of the boy's business career 
while here, the auto magnate ig go- 
ing to compromise on the Kaiser's 
request by transferring the Prince 
to a Ford assembly plant in the 
Argentine. 

Upon learning of the action Miss 
Damita decided to call off all en- 
gagements to marry the prince. 


LECTURES AS TEXT BOOK 
May 238. 

Lectures given by Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Science 
|} members to photoplay class at Uni- 
versity of Southern California are 
being edited and printed in book 
form by the Academy. 

Volume will serve as text 
|} in universities 





Los Angeles, 


book 








| — — a 
| “Courage” for Coogan 
Courage it the titz, New 
Y ork is being onsidered as & 
reen vehicle for Jackie Coogan. 
In e pla. Junior Durkin is han- 
dling one ot the leads, the plays 
brmmost iportant 


role, 
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6 VARIETY 


Strong Film for Academy s Camera 
Award Lighted by Carbon—Arguments 


Tos Angeles Mav 28 
tive 
lighting for 
quite likely 
thiga fall when 
ademy 
Sciences 
photo- 


yeal 


Controversy 
merits of hard and 
studio illumination 
to break out afresh 
award committee 
Motion Picture Arts 
has to decided the 
#¥raphed production 
ending this Aug. 1. 

One of the strongest 
to date is a recently released 
iuire declared to have been photo- 
graphed under practically 100 per 
cent. carbon lighting. It was shot 
on panchromatic stock. 

Point generally overlooked is that 
award for preceding year, “Sun- 
rise;” was. photographed not only 
under hard lights, there being lit- 
dle soft equipment at that time, but 
also on orthochromatic negative, 
the same standard base in use for 
years, No question jis raised but 
that the photography would have 
been even more notable had pan- 
chromatic negative been used, 

- Orthochromatic is now used 
chiefly by title makers, there being 
small demand for it from producers. 
Heavy call is for the several grades 
ef pan stock. Little demand for 
the hyper-sensitized panchromatic 
stock developed by the Eastman 
laboratory for use on Universal's 
“Broadway.” Complaint is that it 
is too sensitive. 

Claim made by partisans of car- 
bon lighting is that it gives defini- 
tion to the countenance, an ad- 
vantage in the cast of young play- 
ers, Under the big bulbs (inkies) 
the face that has gone through the 
ravages of many winters appears 
to best advantage, light being 
softer and less revelatory. 


SOUND MAKES BUSINESS 
SAFER FOR CAMERAMEN 


Cameramen’s Union, Local 644, 
Yias taken out blanket insurance for 
its entire membership at $1,000 
for each member. This type 
of. insurance has not previously 
been available for cameramen who 
have been commonly regarded by 
insurance companies as bad risks 
because of the assumed hazardous 
nature of their work. 

But with the sound era taking 
the camera boys off the edge of 
cliffs and the tops of buildings, mor- 
tality hazard has been improved. 
Local 644 has not lost a member by 
death since its inception over two 
years ago, 

The insurance companies are said 
to regard the Fox Movietone trucks 
as eminently safe in contrast to the 
former systems of film companies 
in using the hoods, tonneaus and 
trailers of automobiles to perch 
cameras while in motion, 


Pathe’s Beaut Tie-up 


Pathe Pictures, tieing up with the 
Evening Journal on a beaut contest, 
have selected six of the winners to 
appear in a series of all talking 
comedy shorts. First is being pro- 
dluced at the Pathe Studios in New 
York, George LeMaire directing. 

The girls, known as the ‘“Pret- 
ties,” are having their film debut in 
“Thanksgiving,’ with two com- 
edians in the principal roles. 
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HALPERIN’S OPERETTA 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

Halperin's Productions will make 
an operetta, “Romantic Scoundrel,” 
from “Samuel Brohl & Co.,” novel 
by Victor Churbelieuz. It will be 
recorded by RCA Photophone at 
Tee-Art studio. 

Charles Wakefield Cadman will 
compose musical scores and Victor 
Halperin, who may direct, plans to 
engage operatic tenor for lead. Pro- 
duction is set for July. 


M-G’S 26 NAMES 
Los Angeles, May 238. 

In addition to the 21 contract 
siars and leading players who have 
already appeared in M-G-M’'s re- 
vue, studio is putting the final 
touches on by having John Gilbert, 
Norma Shearer, Marion Davies and 
the team of Laurel and Haray 
do bit. 


This is 





eacti 


the ve 


etrictly a revue. 


first picture to 
No story. 


of | 


contenders | 








| Those First Nights 


for pictures on 
gone 


nights 


have 


First 
Broadway 
back. 

No longer are they 
or the real 


away 


symbolic 
of elegance film 
trade. 

It is said that the distribu- 
tors have sucha large compli- 
mentary list for the premiere, 
inelusive of home office staffs, 
too many free tickets go to 
people with no intention of at- 
tending. 

These tickets find their way 
to office help, mostly girls, who 
seem almost as nutty ‘over film 
celebs as any 10th avenue 
flap. Others may go as pay 
offs for favors, while no doubt 
some find their way to local 
shops, and then the clerks. 

Leaving no novelty for first 
nights, but an audience full of 
deadheads of the gaping kind. 
They go to see stars or not- 
ables and see only each other. 

A little more stringency with 
the first night list may bring 
a betterment of those affairs. 
A lot of lights and a lot of 
pushing and mauling may keep 
the regulars away, leaving the 
side show for the intense fans 
outside as well as inside of the 
theatre, 





— 


$10,000 to Change Title 


On Par’s “Burlesque” 








Los Angeles, May 28. 


Paramount is reported to have 


paid Havelock Ellis $10,000 fer 
permission to use the title of 
“Dance of Life” for its screen ver- 
sion of “Burlesque.” “Dance of 


Life” is the name of a work on sex 
which Ellis wrote a number of 
years ago. 

Novel has no bearing on the story 





of “Burlesque” but it is figured the 
title is appropos of the story and is 
a better selling name than the orig- 
inal, 


4 For German Film 

Four players have been added to 
the Warner all German talking pic- 
ture, “The Royal Box,” which will 
star Moissi and Camilla Horn, They 
are Leni Stengel, Marion Lessing, 
William F. Schoeller and Edmund 
Loewe (not the Fox star). 

Film is being made in 
eastern studio. 





Warners’ 


eteTunts 
_Lendon “Buys” All Off 


. 


f 










BERT FROHMAN 


Master of Ceremonies 


Opened a sensational hit at Ohio 
Theatre, Columbus, Ohio. 

What the press said: “Frohman 
made a dandy impression with his 
ready smile, choice of wardrobe, 
mannerisms the girls call] ‘cute’ and 
proved an Al seng salesman and 
actor and performer of experience.” 

Permanently at Ohio Theatre, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 

Thanks to Ben 
Harriman. 

Personal management CHARLES 
YATES. 


Thau and Colby 











orld Film News 


Washington, May 28. 
of reports received by 
picture section of the 
of Commerce: 





Summary 
the motion 
Department 


UFA Wiring Vienna Houses 


Installation of sound equipment 
in UFA theatres in Germany is be- 
ing closely followed by similar in- 
stallations in Vienna. UFA owns 
|} the largest Vienna house—Zentral- 
| Kino, 

Emelka Building Sound Studio 

Emelka, of Germany, is building 
;}a sound-proof studio at Geisel- 
gasteing. Town was selected be- 
cause of absence of high-pressure 
currents and electric trams. 





German-italian Combination 

Extension of German-Italian film 
relations jis progressing § steadily. 
Following agreement between UFA 
and Ente Nazionale, Guido von 
Schamberg, former. genéral repre- 
sentative of Luce in Germany, to- 
gether with some Italian associates, 
is)§ founding “Hfu,” (Italienische 
Miim-Union). 


Equipment Prices in Germany 


Latest prices quoted in Germany 
for Klangfilm-Tobis sound appara- 
tus for theatres run. from $3,200 to 
$15,000, ic of the- 


atres, 


according size 

















Has 





just completed direction of the initia) §°9-30 Pathe all-dialog 
feature, “Paris Bound.” He has directed the most important box office 
attractions released by Pathe, which include “Hold 'Em. Yale.” “Love 
Over Night,’ “Captain Swagger’ and “Shady Lady.” Prior to entering 
the motion picture industry ten vears avo Griffith was engaged in news- 
| paper and stage work. The experience gathered in these fields has 
| proven most valuable, as is demonstrated through the acknowledgement 
of studio officials with respect to the Gireciion of this unusual dialog 


‘ feature, “Paris Bound,” 


EDWARD H. GRIFFITH 





| During Gen. Elections 


Londe n, May 28. 


Ticket libraries have refused t 
renew any theatre buys until afte: 
It é General” Electioy May 30 
| Weather has-been actually hot past 
ce} na the ' Military T« 7 
Y ent opened May 23 at Olympia 
P r ge of 30.001 per- 
‘ < i¢ ten days 
Only one new legit entry, “Keep- 
jers of Youtl an expoge of English 
! private schools for boys. Splendid- 
lly acted and weil received, but 


deemed unlikely commercially. Play 
would not be od by Ameri- 
can publi 


unaersit<¢ 


NEW PARIS PLAYS 


(Continued from page 3) 


fairly amusing theme which found 
a moderately successful reception. 

Story is of a _ banker’s son, 
Jacques, in love with a young lit- 
erary widow, Lydia. The boy pre- 
tends to be an artist, showing an 
impressionistic picture entitled “The 
Lady With the Cat,” using the 
pseudonym Carolus, 

Lydia writes articles criticising 
the picture and Carolus challenges 
the author to a duel. Lydia is 
anxious to remain an anonymous 
writer and asks Jacques to substi- 
tute. Jacques pretends to fight 
himself, announcing the death of 
Carolus. 

Cast is headed by Jane Renou- 
ardt, operator of the house, and 
Ferand Gravey. 

At the Ambigu the Maurice Leh- 
mann and Rivers season opened 
with “Le Betail Humain” (“Human 
Cattle’), in three acts by Victor 
Marguerite. Produced by Couvelaire 
and well received. 

A girl, abandoned with a ehild, 
devotes her time to helping the poor 
and refuses tO marry an honest 
young man. After witnessing dis- 
agreeable scenes of the wealthy ex- 
ploiting the poor the girl 
the youth. 

Jacques Varenne featured, 
Genin 


marries 


Irma 
and Lulu Watier in cast. 
“The Spider” 


“Prise,” the French version of 
“The Spider,” at the Theatre de 
YAvenue, which has been taken 


over by H. Jaunet. 

In the play are Roger Karl, Ju- 
lien Lacroix, Henri Roger, Isabelle 
Anderson, Jacqueline Leclerc, Mar- 
guerite Coutant-Lambert and Flora 


Lee. 
Praduction seems likely to please 
here, 
“Paradis” 
Desgaret’s three-act play “Para- 
dis,* was poorly produced by the 


Champs Elysees Studio last week. 

Action is laid during the French 
Revolution and concerns a play- 
wright who suspects his wife, an 
actress, of flirting during rehearsals. 
He assumes the role opposite her 
himself. 

Chaumont, Gabriel, Viergce 
flanehe and Martel are among the 
players. 

The new littie playhouse on Rue 
Ponthieu, Champs Elysees, first 
called the Claridge, was opened last 
week with a presentation entitled 
“Ce n’est qu’une Revue, Madame” 
(“Only a Revue, Madam”). Written 
by Leo Lelievre and Fernand Rouv- 


ray. 





Rollin and Christianne Dor are 
ithe leads, 

Following a protest from the 
Claridge Hotel the name of the 
house was changed to the Pon- 
thiev. Managers are FPierre Parot 
and Albert Offenthal. 

300-Year-Old Women 
| Berlin, May 23 
The Macropolis Case,” by Capek, 
j}auther of “Rurx,” was mildly re- 
| ceived at the Tribune theatre. 


| It has an interesting idea. Story 
| concerns women who live 300 years 
and are always young but witless. 


1,000th for “Rose-Marie” 
Paris,. May 28. 


Commemorating the 1,600th per- 
ormance of Rose-Marie” here a 


| tablet has been placed in the lobby 
' 


|of the Mogador. 


Cine of 


the ioncest runs on 
record, 
Palie#s in Paris 
Paris, May 28 
Balieff's Russian troupe, “Chauve- 
soeuris has arrived and wil) stay 
ir Fy nee temporarily 
i 
Mona Lee in Berlin 
Paris Maw 
' 
€4 is bee engaged t« 
r ! n. She will play at 
f ine ersul piciure house 
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British Film Field 


(Continued from page 2) 
hire, about $550 a reel neg: 


‘ itive and 
$90 a reel positive fees 


for Dic ense, 


Another system is Traveltone, s; id 
to be American. One Wickfeld op- 
;}erating, with Albert de Courville 
concerned somehc¢ 


¥. Asking $8.500 
an equipment. } 

Filmophone, which Frank Green 
of International 
side, being readied 
week. 

Another break is Charles Wouolf 
of the W. & F. Company, Gaumont 
subsidiary. He has taken a large 
holding in the Melodie Society for 
Soundiilm Production in Germany, 
concern organized by Millakowsky 
of Greenbaum A. G. and Lubitz. a 
banker. 


Cine operates this 


for market next 


The First Result 

One of the first production com- 
panies to Wash in on the quota 
wave was British Lion, with Edgar 
Wallace as chairman of the board. 
Just issued the report of its first 
year’s trading, showing a loss of 
over $70,000. 
Whereon Edgar Wallace shoots an 
article over through John sull 
called “The Scandal of the Talkies.” 

Sure like to see “Red Ace,” which 
Edgar directed himself. 





Coming and Going 
Sam Eckman of M. G. M. sails 
this 22d on the “lle de France.” So 
does Arthur Loew. Eckman coming 





' 


over for M, G. M. Chicago conven- 
tion. Back here in July. 
Sam Goldwyn, with tonsils eut, 


goes to Paris this 17th. 

James Thorpe of British Inter- 
national sails in about 10 days for 
Hollywood. At Elstree they are 
making now a talker prolog for Du- 
pont’s “Piccadilly.” 

London office of Universal has 
sent Leslie Williams on a three- 
week trip to Madeira, to recuperate 
from strain of putting “Show Boat” 
over. 

Herbert Wilcox has tied up his 
British and Dominions Company 
with H. M. V. (Victor) talking ma- 
chine outfit. 

First International Sound Pictures 
making its issue this 23d. License 
to record on Klangfilm system. now 
made direct with Harry B. Woolf of 
British Instructional Company, who 
goes on board of new concern with 
Walter Payne as chairman. New 
company will actually be an in- 
creased capital of British Instruc- 
tional and a new name. 


Fox’s British Movietone 


Further details for Fox British 
Movietonews are Fox has put in 
laboratories and sound studio in 


London and makes first issue of reel 
under title of British Movietonews 
June 3. Intention is to run a twice- 
weekly issue soon. Bunch of Movie- 


tone fellows now here, including 
Truman Talley, Lowry and Mic- 
gins, cameramen. Will shoot the 
derby race with six Movietone 
trucks. 


Company in process of formation 
expected to include Esmond Harms- 
worth and Ward Price of the Daily 
Mail, and to work the British 
Movietone News in conjunction with 
that paper's new service. 


A. B. C. Profits 

John Maxwell’s theatre circuit, 
Associated British Cinemas, now 
has 73 houses. For the first year 
its current report shows a trading 
profit of $604,095, above the prospec- 
tus estimates. Dividend of 10 per 
cent per annum has been paid and 
preliminary costs of $113,365 have 
been wiped out, with a reserve ac- 
count of $250,000 established. 

Capital is to be increased to $16.- 
600,000 by creating 1,000,000 7% 
Cum. Pref, stock to finance further 
purchases of theatres. These will 
only be issued as the money is re- 
quired. New stock will be of $5 de- 
nomination. Present capital is $5,< 
006,000, 





JAYDEE’S ROUTINE 


London, May 28. 
J. D. Williams is here to promote 
the Imperial Talking Film Com- 


pany. 

Williams has a bigger line of talk 
about Britain's film future than 
ever before. 


Films in Paris 
Paris, May 

Current pictures are: 
Gaumont: “Bugle Call.” 
Madeleine: “Flying Fieet.” 
Electric Palace: “Wings.” 
Imperial: “Venus.” 
Paramount: “SO§.” 
Cameo: “Possession.” 


26. 





Jeritza and the Ladder 
Paris, May 20. 
was injured twice 
the past week in 
A ladder fell on her the 
she fell Mader 


time, 





Maria* Jeritza 
during Budapest. 
nmrst time 

the 


cee 


ana irom a 
ond 


Three Weeks for “Paris Bound” 





London, May 25 
“Paris Bound” closed t the 
Lyric May 25. Ran but three weeks 
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INDIES ARE GOIN 


PICTURES 








Maj jor Co.'s Sending 55 Films Into 


Work During June—Fox Figures 
18, and Sheehan Sticking on Coast 





Los Angeles, May 28. 

Annual spring lull in production 
will do a complete about face June 
1 as far as most of the studios are 
concerned. Fox will pacemake in 
sending 18 pictures into work be- 
tween the first and 30th of next 
month, while M-G-M will trail the 
major pack due to the rebuilding 
of stages which holds this studio 
down to cleaning up on four unfin- 
ished pictures. 

Fox schedule is so heavy, believed 
to be a record, it will keep W. R. 
Sheehan out here, the production 
head cailing off his trip east for 
the annual convention. Films due 
to go into June work on this lot 
are “Married in Hollywood,” op- 
eretta, which starts with the ob- 
jective a $2 future; “Words and 
Music”; DeSylva, Brown and Hen- 
derson’s musical with Janet Gay- 
nor, “Frozen Justice”; Lenore Ul- 
ric, “Big Time”; Lee Tracy, “They 
Had to See Paris”; Will Rogers, 
“Hurdy Gurdy Man”; George Jes- 
sel, and the dialog remake on 
“Cradle Snatchers.” Pictures now in 
work include “Cockeyed World,” 
“Salute,” “Girl from Havana,” “Be- 
hind That Curtain,” ‘Pleasure 
Crazed,” “Masquerade,” “Chasing 
Through Europe,” and “Detectives 
Wanted,” Clark and McCullough’s 
final short for this company. Dia- 
log is either being inserted or has 
been completed on “The River, 
“Four Devils,” “Christina,” “City 
Girl,” and “Lucky Star.” Exact list, 
outside of the first named eight, in- 
cluded among June's 18 isn’t known. 


Par 9—Warners-FN 13 


Paramount, which last week had 
only one unit on location and none 
grinding at the studio, will also 
throw off the wraps to dive into a 
nine-sequence listing ‘Fast Com- 
pany,” “The Feeder,” “The Love 
Parade,” “Kibitzer,”’ “Woman Trap,” 
“Illusion,” “Youth Has Its Fling,” 
plus Clara Bow and George Ban- 
eroft features. 


If combining Warners and First 
National these production sources 
will get 10 off the mark, 13 if count- 
ing a trio overlapping from May 
which Warners will finish off. War- 
ners sends ‘So Long Letty,’ “Under 
the Texas Moon,” “Disraeli,” 
George Arliss, and “The Aviator” 
into June production. First National 
is to concern itself with “Young 
“Nowheres,” Paris,’ Irene Bordoni; 
“Sally,” Marilyn Miller; ‘Little 
Johnnie Jones”; Eddie Buzzell, 
“Most Immoral Lady,” and ‘Foot- 
lights and Fools.” 


U 5—Pathe 4 


Universal will launch five includ- 
ing “King of Jazz,” Paul Whiteman; 
“Shannons of Broadway,” “Tonight 
at 12,” “Mile. Cayanne,” and “The 
Mississippi Gambler.” Pathe figures 
right behind with four named as 
“For Two Cents,” “Sailor’s Holi- 
day,” “Where Were You,” Ina 
Claire; and ‘Treasure Girl,” mu- 
sical comedy. 


U. A.—Radio Each 3 


United Artists and Radio will 
build up three apiece, the U. A. 
group being “Tin Pan Alley,” “Three 
Live Ghosts” and “Taming of the 
Shrew.” Radio’s trio are “The Very 
Idea,” “The Delightful Rogue,” and 
“Rio Rita.” 


In the rental studios Metropoli- 
tan expects about eight clients next 
month besides time for two Chris- 
tie shorts. Over on the Sennett site 
the immediate future seems to hold 
four dates for dialog recording by 
the independent producers. 





“Shrew” Rehearsing 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Sam Taylor has completed the 
screen treatment and dialog for 
“Taming of the Shrew” and will go 
into rehearsal with this Fairbanks 
and Pickford picture 


next week. 


Actual shooting commences about 
June 15. 








B’WAY AND VIRTUES 





All this week, all the stores 
along Broadway and all cars 
owned by merchants on Broad- 
Way, are carrying placards 
advertising that this week is 
“Broadway Week” and to pat- 
ronize the Broadway merchant. 

Looks as if Universal tied it 
up with its picture “Broad- 
way,” opening at the Globe, 
Monday. Alongside placards 
advertising “Broadway Week” 
are stills from the picture 
“Broadway.” 

Letters in some of the win- 


dows, signed by Nat Lewis, 
chairman of the “Broadway 
Week” committee, say, “and 


also trying to educate tran- 
sients and New Yorkers to the 
virtues of Broadway.” 











Studios Cut Down Footage 
On Spanish Expo Disciple 


Ios Angeles, May 28. 

M. Ventura, representing the Bar- 
celona, Spain, motion picture ex- 
hibtion to be held there in June, 
had the studio folks perplexed. He 
came here with a letter from the 
Hays office requesting that he get 
what he wanted, Studios started to 
take the request literally. So did 
Ventura. 

Foreigner went to each of the 
studios and had 300 to 400 feet of 
film shot with himself and the 
Latin stars of every company with 
dialog. Burden became too heavy 
so Fred W. Beetson, head of 
M. P, P. A., was asked to curb the 
gentleman on_ requests. Studios 
were then told to just shoot the 
stuff that would be propaganda for 
the industry. 








Par Dropping Names of 
Supervisors from Credits 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Associate producers with Para- 
mount are having their names 
eliminated from the screen credits. 
Figure to carry the credit on the 
screen three times, the company, 
the producers and then the asso- 
ciated producers—was of no inter- 
est to the public. 

Seven supervisors whose names 
will be eliminated from the screen 
are Bernie Fineman, Benny Zeid- 
man, John Bachman, Louis Leigh- 
ton, Ernest Vajda, E. Lloyd Sheldon, 
and Hector Turnbull. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Louise Closser Hale. 
Harry Thurston. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Dody. 
Roy Walling. 

Jack Buchanan. 
William Le Baron. 
Fred Waring. 
Dorothy Lee, 
Lenore Ulric. 

Eddie Buzzell. 
Marjory White. 
Eddie Tierney. 
Eddie Ward. 

Paul Kohner. 
Joseph M. Schenck, 
Earnest Laemmle, 
Belle Baker 

Jack Warner. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Ruby Keeler. 

Harry Clay Blaney, 
Charles Hendrick, 
Fanny Hurst. 

Delbert Goodman, 

S. S. Crick. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goetz, 
Ricardo Cortez. 
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Joan Crawford, 
Mary Wilson. 
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“SOUND FILMS RET Hollywood Pock-Marked by Phoney 
THEM BOTH WAYS Schools for Actors-Musicians-Sound 


Theatre Owners, in Conven- 
tion in Minneapolis, Make 
Statements— Call Upon 
Abram Myers to Confer 
With Dept. of Justice 


“BUYERS’ STRIKE”—NIX 


Minneapolis, May 28. 

Charging distributors with seek- 
ing to “exterminate” independent 
theatre owners, the Northwest The- 
ater Owners’ Association at _ its 
convention here took steps to bring 
about a Department of Justice 
probe. 

It called upon Abram F. Myers, 
president of the Allied States As- 


sociation, of which it is a member, 
to confer immediately with the De- 
partment to request an “immediate 
and thorough investigation.” 


Distributors, it is claimed, are 
making exorbitant charges for 
sound films and scores and a con- 
tinuous expansion of exhibiting ac- 
tivities through acquisition and op- 
eration of theatres on a larger scale 
than ever. 

One of the resolutions states that 
“it is the opinion and belief of this 
convention that a great number of 
the independent theatre owners in 
the states comprising the organiza- 
tion’s membership are now, or will 
be within 90 days, bankrupt or 
forced to close their theatres per- 
manently by reason of exorbitant 
film rentals and exorbitant score 
charges.” 

Association members took under 
advisement “a buyers’ strike.” Del- 
egates suggested that all exhibitors 
band together and refuse to buy any 
sound film, returning to silent pic- 
tures, or keep their theatres closed 
until prices are lowered materially. 

One delegate after another de- 
eclared “you'll go broke if you 
haven’t sound and you'll go broke 
with it.” There is not sufficient 
patronage available in the smaller 
communities to support the prices 
now being asked for sound product, 
it was asserted, The boost in film 
prices has amounted to as much as 
600 and 700 per cent since sound 
and talking pictures started to oc- 
cupy the spotlight, delegates said. 

With two Department of Justice 
operatives in attendance, W. A. 
Steffes, president, re-elected at a 
salary of $10,000 a year, denounced 
“the gradual monopilizing of the 
exhibiting field by distributors and 
the excessively unreasonable prices 
independent exhibitors are being 
forced to pay for sound product.” 
He appealed to the government to 
intervene to prevent “the ruin and 
entire elimination of independent 
exhibitors.” 

Arbitration 


The association went on record in 
favor of changes in the arbitration 
system. In place of a trial board 
consisting of three exhibitors and 
three exchange men, as at present, 
it requests a disinterested tribunal. 
This would be comprised of three 
judges. The plaintiff and defendant 
each would select one and the two so 
chosen would name the third. Em- 
ployment of an “impartial” secre- 
tary by the arbitration board also 
is demanded. 

It was voted to establish a “clear- 
ing house” for film prices, in an 
effort to eliminate “glaring discrep- 
ancies in prices charged different 
exhibitors for the same picture un- 
der similar conditions.” Members 
will send their picture contracts to 
Steffes who, from the information 
provided, will make a key to show 
what should be paid for every film. 
The discussion preceding the action 
revealed that theatres of practical- 
ly the same size in cities of like 
pepulation are heing charged 2 wide 
variety of prices for the same pic- 
turea, 
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Of 158 ’29-’30 Films, 
U Has 18% Completed 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Universal’s definite plan of pro- 
duction on its 1929-30 program in- 
cludes 158 pictures, of which about 
18 per cent. is already completed. 

Lineup includes four super-speei- 
als, with “King of Jazz” and “The 
Barnstormers” yet to be made to 
complete the group. Duo already 
made are “Show Boat” and “Broad- 
way.” Following this there are six 
specials and 25 feature length pic- 
tures in which Mary Philbin will 
be starred in three, Reginald Denny 
in two, Mary Nolan in four, John 
Boles in three, Joseph Schildkraut 
in three, Glenn Tryon with Myrna 
Kennedy in three, Laura La Plante 
in four, George Lewis and Barbara 
Kent in two and one all star cast. 
Feature length westerns will in- 
clude eight from Hoot Gibson and 
eight Ken Maynards. 

Shorts are listed as 26 “Oswald” 
cartoons, six Benny Rubins, 26 two 
reel westerns, 40 two reel comedies, 
five serials, 12 “Main Street” 
sketches, six Pat Rooneys and two 
10-episode collegiate pictures to go 
out under a new name to replace 
the “Collegians.” 


Christie’s Stock Players 
Disbanded on Coast 


Los Angeles, May 28, 

Christie Bros. are disbanding their 
stock company, releasing among 
others Bobby Vernon, who has been 
continuously in their employ for 11 
years, 

The contract of Douglas MacLean, 
who made two features for them 
recently, has been allowed to laspse. 
Billy Dooley left the concern two 
months ago, when his agreement 
with them terminated. 

In future all comedies made by 
the company will be cast from free- 
lance players. 

Al Christie is now enroute to N. 
Y. from where he sails for Europe. 
He will be away about six wecks. 
Fall production will start on his 
return, 














M-G-M’s Tenor “Pagliacci” 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Lawrence Tibbets, young Ameri- 
can tenor of the Metropolitan Opera, 
may be featured by M-G-M in a film 
version of “Pagliacci.” 
Fall production contemplated. 














“Here ’Tis” 
Yours very truly 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE 

Radio Station VARIETY, operat- 
ing on a frequency of innumerable 
kilocycles, presents a series of pro- 
grams sponsored by Little Jack Lit- 
tle, the celebrated radio star from 
radio station WLW, now touring 
Radio - Keith- Orpheum Theatres. 
Tune in on Variety every Wednes- 
day. All bookings direct. 

This week, Palace Orpheum, Mil- 
Ww aukhe c. 

Next week, 


Keith’s Albee, Cincin- 


Los Angeles, May 28. 


tevolutionary demands placed 
upon every branch of studio em- 
ployment for sound pictures is 


gradually throwing the army of lot. 
workers and artists into a panic 
when they find themselves unsuited 
to the requirements. Condition has 
converted Hollywood into a veritable 
midway for sharnshooting grifters 
who have set up their stands uncer 
the guise of legitiraate schools for 
teaching anything that may apply 
to every phase of the talkers. 

Voice culture racket still pre- 
dominates. With more than 15,000 
untraineé voices seeking a spot in 


pictures, more than 1,500 voice 
schools and classes are now op- 
erating here. Yet it is pathetic 


to see the class of people re# 
sponding to these courses. Uni- 
versities in this sector have installed 
special courses available for the 
public in both afternoon and evene- 
ing sessions. These classes are en- 
thusiastically responded to ty the 
better type of picture actor, but they 
will never be able to corral the gen- 
eral mob of movie extra: who pre- 
fer to seek their own private tutor 
in some hideaway apartment or of- 
fice building at from $2 tc $10 an 
hour. Large number of the well- 
to-do screen players hire their own 
private voice teachers exclusively, 
retaining them on a flat weekly 
salary. 


Previous to the advent of talkers, 
there were less than 10 legitimate 
dramatic schools around Los An- 
geles. Today more than 50 are es- 
tablished on a permanent basis, 
Stage dancing schools also now 
flourish wherever there is a ball- 
room large enough to strut a rou- 
tine. Present cycle for musical 
comedies in pictures has made the 
teaching of dancing as prosperous 
as that of voice. 


Would-Be Musicians 


Also thousands of would-be mu- 
sicians are here to compete with ‘he 
finished musician for studio work, 
There are a few large reputable 
music conservatu.ies which offer 
complete courses, but these are in 
the same position as the dramatic 
schools where the yokels feel they 
would be out of place and prefer to 
patronize a private teacher. Music 
teachers now have but to put a 
shingle up on their door to attract 
customers. 

Former musical theory teachers 
now teaching popular and theme 
song writing. Result is that many 
aspiring songwriters have taken @ 
few lessons and proclaim themselves 
finished composers over night. One 
such graduate presented a song she 
had written to an arranger for a 
piano part. Studio arranger found 
the form and structure so faulty 
that he turned dow: .. fat sum of- 
fered by the student for his work, 
He just couldn’t afford to speculate 
on his reputation. On the other 
hand, where there is one honest ar- 
ranger to be found, there are 
numerous others not so geared, 
Boys know the field has a bumper 
crop of yokels and will arrange any- 
thing that looks like a composition, 


Engineering End 


Radio training schools are <lse 
now opening up branch cources on 
sound recerding. These courses are 
most complicated because the 
schools have not yet secured the 
indorsement or co-operation of the 
electric companie. controling the 
work. This, however, hasn’t stoped 
these radio schools from enrolling 
students under the pretext of give 
ing a preparatory course in sound 
engineering. And that’s about all it 
amounts to. 





1ST CAMERAMEN DEMOTED 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Due to a readjustment following 


cameramen - producers agreement 
going into effect, 10 first camera- 
men have been regraded as sece 
onds. 


It is said no more similar cere 
tificates will be issued by the local. 
| Reduces these $200 a week men to 
habout half, 
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“On With Show” and “Alibi” Look Oke 


In L. A—Grinds Off—State $25,000 


—_—-—-- + 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
(Drawing Population, 1,450,000) 
Weather: Fair and warm 
With the picture houses hungry 
for almost a month, things ought to} 
be okay soon, as the Shriners get 
here next week. Panic should be off 
at the count-up counters. Mean- 
while the boys are shedding copious 
tears trying to explains to boards of 
directors who have to explain to 
stockholders. 


Warners had the jump last week, 
due to a $5 opening for “On With 
the Show.” Event drew around 
$8,000, and on the next four days 
film hit a stride of better than $4,000 
daily. “Broadway Melody,” up the 
street at the Chinese, jumped a lit- 
tle over its previous week. Accord- 
ing to present plans “Melody” de- 
parts June 1 to make way for “Hol- 
lywood Revue of 1929” (M-G) June 
» 


“Thru Different Eyes” was Nno 
panic” at the State, take dropping 
about $7,000 below preceding week 
for $25,000. “Dangerous Woman,” 
with the final stage show at the 
Paramount, also proved a chill at 
$22,800. 

“Coquette” bowed out of United 
Artists after a sixth week to $12,500. 
“Alibi” opened at $5 on Wednesday. 
House was only dark three hours 
between “Coquette” and successor. 
Latter looks all right for business. 
“Show Boat” held fairly well, but 
wil probably spring a leak in an- 
other few weeks to make room for 
“Broadway.” 

“Black Watch” is having a rather 
sombre existence at the Carthay 
Circle, and will be in the avalanche 
June 10 to make way for the dialog 
version of “Four Devils.” “Black 
Waters,” made for World Wide Pic- 
tures release here by Mickey Neilan, 
with okay vaude, saved the Hill- 
street from red. “Mary Dugan” 
waltzed out of the Criterion after 
four weeks to make way for “Movie- 
tone Follies” Friday. Instead of 
opening with kleigs, cops and ropes 
ground it out from 11 in the morn- 
ing and did okay in opening session. 

Egyptian picked up almost $3,000 
with “The Letter,” and $9,500 some- 
thing to brag about. Boulevard all 
out of tune with “Spies.” 


Estimates for Last Week 


Biltmore (Erlanger) — “Show 
Boat,” dialog (U) (1,550; 50-$1.50) 
(4th week). Theatre parties help- 








ing, but mats considerably off; little 
better than $11,000. 

Boulevard (Fox) — “Spies,” sound 
(M-G) (2,164; 25-50). Not crazy 
about this one, $5,900. ’ ; 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“Black 
Watch,” dialog (Fox) (1,500; 25- 
$1.50) (34 week). Drop over first 
s*‘anza normal, but not solid by any 
means; almost $11,000. 

Criterion (Fox)—‘Trial of Mary 
Dugan,” dialog (M-G) (1,600; 25-75). 
Final week, $8,900. 

Egyptian (U. A.-Fox)—“The Let- 
ter,” dialog (Par) (1,800; 25-75). 
Very good, with excellent exploita- 
tion; $9,500. 

Grauman’s Chinese (U. A +— 
“Broadway Melody,” dialog (M-G) 
(2,028; 50-$1.50) (17th week). Picked 
up end of week; near $21,000; out 
June 16, 

Hillstreet (RKO)—‘“Black Wat- 
ers,” dialog (World Wide) (2,950; 
25-75). Making big drive for 35- 
cent mat trade and balcony at 50 
cents evening; $138,500 and no profit. 

Loew’s State (Loew-Fox)—‘Thru 
Different Eyes,” dialog (Fox) (2,242; 
25-$1). Trial talkers not so forte 
here; “Opportunity” stage show 
helped toward $25,000. 

Paramount (Pub) — “Dangerous 
Woman,” dialog (Par) (3,595; 25- 
75). Last week of Publix units: 
nothing stirring at $22,800. 

United Artists (U. A.-Pub)—‘“Co- 
quette,” dialog (UA) (2,100; 25-75). 
For exodus period draw held great 
to $12,500; ran until three hours be- 
fore opening of “Alibi” at $5; initial 
performance drew almost $4,300; 
picture liked. 

Warner Bros. (WB) —“On With 
the Show,” dialog (WB) (2,756; 25- 
75) (2d week). Off to start of $8,000, 
with $5 premiere; almost capacity for 
balance of week; final count around 
$35,000, including opening. 





KING’S AUGUST U. A. FILM 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

Henry King is to make a spec- 
tacle drama to be released through 
United Artists. Picture will have 
as its background Cuba and the 
Virgin Islands. 

Production is scheduled to start 
about Aug. 15 at Tec-Art Studio 
Only cast member so far engaged is 
Jean Hersholt. 





Grinde’s First 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Nick Grinde, who has just re- 
turned from Metro's studios, New 


York, has been given his first talker 
feature assignment. He will direct 
“The Bishop Case,” which will go 
into production end of June. 

Ss. S. Van Dine wrote the story. 








Animated Novels 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Silent versions of talking 
pictures have got the studio 
bunch concerned with same 
well nigh nuts. 

Principal chaos bears on the 
titling of the soundless talk- 
ers, the reason being the title 
writer must explain everything 
because of the meagre action. 
Outcome is that these silent 
versions are going out with as 
many as 425 and 470 titles 
aniece, 


English Film at Loew’s, 
Montreal, Draws $14,500 


Montreal, May 28. 
Population, 600,000) 
eather: Fair 
Second week of “Singing Fool’ 
justified predictions by netting $22,- 
500 and will be held for record run 
in duration of three weeks at the 
Palace. Continued cold weather and 
a wet Empire Day holiday Friday 
stopped much of the out-of-town 
travel, with corresponding benefit to 
the picture houses. It, to some ex- 
tent, accounts for heavy grosses, 
both at this and other main stem 
houses, 
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“Close Harmony” at the Capitol 
runner-up and improved previous 
week’s gross with total of $17,500. 
British picture, “The Bondman,” 
at Loew’s had fair success, but 
stage show’ stood out, and vaude 
took major end of $14,500. While not 
recently grossing high, Loew’s has 
never fallen much below average, 
and will likely hold up most of 
summer months. 

Neighborhoods had better than 
usual week. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Singing Fool” (Warner). Second 
week. Held up well, again easily 
topping town with $22,500. This one 
will likely supply the high mark for 
any picture at popular prices in this 
city. Cold, uncertain weather is 
keeping Montrealers in town. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Close Harmony” (Par). Good im- 
pression if no wow. Lupino Lane 
short and Capitolians did share to- 
ward bettering previous week’s 
gross. Good at $17,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 35-60)—“The 
Bondsman” (British), vaude. Better 
than average British film, which at- 
tracted Old Country customers. 
Vaude took better proportion of re- 
ceipts. House maintains usual gross 
and fair at around $14,500. 

Imperial (RKO) (1,900; 35-75)— 
“Ned McCobb’s Daughter” (Pathe) 
and vaude. Vaud usual. $9,000 
ending. 


“Alibi” Not So Fancy at 
$16,500, Low, in Syracuse 


Syracuse, N. Y.. May 28. 
(Draw Pop, 220,000) 
Weather: Fair 


“Alibi,” while placing Loew’s State 
again at the top last week, was a 
disappointment, the film getting only 
$16,500, or but $500 more than “The 
Spite Marriage,” rated as a flop. 

Keith’s, with vaudfilm, went down 
$1,000 to $14,000. “The Wild Party” 
did $10,000 in its first week at the 
Eckel, about $400 better than the 
second week of “Show Boat.” 

“The Desert Song” clicked off $9,- 
000 in its initial week at the Strand, 
pulling that house up from the $6,000 
mark of “One Stolen Night.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (2,908; 25-50)— 
“Alibi”’ Not so hot at $16,500. 

Strand (Ind) (1,600; 20-40)— 
“Desert Song.” Fine at $9,000. 

Empire (Ind) (1,491; 25-40)—“Not 
Quite Decent.” Fair, $6,000. 

Eckel (Schine) (1,446; 35)—“Wild 
Party.” Great at $10,000. 

Keith’s (2,514; 25-50)—About 
normal at $14,000. 











SLOMAN ON “KIBITZER” 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Ed Sloman, who left Universal 
about six months ago, has returned 
to directorial ranks by going Para- 
mount. 
First assignment will be “Kibit- 
zer,’ Harry Green starred. 





lona Carlson’s Divorce 
Chicago, May 28. 
Iona Carlson, picture player, se- 
cured a divorce from Charles Mor- 
ana a $795 000 
on grounds of 


11>, broker, 


lump settiement 





cruelty. 














LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 

On May 23 JOE MOSS AND HIS 
MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRA be- 
gan a limited engagement at the 
PAVILION ROYAL, Valley Stream, 
Long Island, New York. 

This world-renowned dining and 
dancing rendezvous, so capably 
managed by JOHN AND CHRISTO, 
always offers its patrons the last 
word in cuisine, entertainment and 
dancing. 


“INNOCENTS,” 2D RUN, 
IN S.F., $12,000, AND H.0. 


“Desert Song” Held Up 2d 
Wk., $17,500—“Madonna” 
N. S. G. With $9,000 at 
Davies 














San Francisco, May 28. 
(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather: Cold and Foggy 


Biggest week for some time up at 
the Warfield. Liked “Mary Dugan” 
and paid $31,500 to see it. 


Big surprise “Innocents of Paris,” 
in its first week at St. Francis, after 
two weeks at the California. Witha 
gross of around $12,000, St. Francis 
had its best week for a year. Pic- 
ture held over. 

“Gentlemen of the Press” slipped 
at Granada, Friday “Dangerous 
Woman” went on. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Warfield (Loew) (2,672; 50-65-90), 
“Mary Dugan” (M-G-M). Went 
over nicely with good stage show; 
$31,500. 

Granada (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
65-$1), “Gentlemen of Press” (Par). 
Rather disappointing at $17,800. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
6,590), “Rainbow Man.” Opening 
not up to expectation, but builded 
toward end of first week; $17,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,275; 35- 
50-65), “Innocents of Paris” (Par). 
Went over for big week of 2d run 
on Market street; $12,000. Held over. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,367; 50-65- 
90), “Desert Song’ (WB); 2d week 
held up; $17,500. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,350; 35-50- 
65-90), “Madonna of Avenue A.” 
But one week; $9,000. Not so good. 


TOM MIX IN PERSON 
AND “KISSES,” $27,100 


St. Louis, May 28. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,000,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 
All houses had good runs last 
week with outstanding attractions 
as the explanation. Weather good, 
after four weeks of rain. 
Ambassador attracted the kids 
with Tom Mix in person. “Desert 
Song,” entering 2d week at Grand 
Central, drew well. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) 
—‘Stolen Kisses” (WB). Absurd 
theme in mediocre picture. Stage 
show, with Tom Mix in person. 


$27,100. 
Fox (6,000; 35-75)—‘Not Quite 
Decent” (Fox). Decent and moral 
Vaudeville. 
25-35-65)— 


picture. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 

“Alibi’ (UA). Fast-moving, grip- 
ping, effective crook picture. $18,- 
900. 

Missouri (3,800; 35-50-65-75)— 
“Gentlemen of Press” (Par). Excel- 
lent newspaper story. Stage show. 
$17,900. 

Grand Central (1,700; 50-75)— 
“Desert Song” (WB). Vitaphone’s 
first operetta, Elaborate production. 
Due for run. 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65)—“Prep 
and Pep” (Fox), silent. Vaudeville. 











Jim Ryan Directing 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
After James Ryan completes the 
installation of a new screen testing 
department he will be given a 





chance to direct. 


Funny Condition in Minneapolis; 
Well-Liked Films Fall Down at B. 0. 





— 








WALTZ BALLAD? 





Los Angeles, May 28. 
Theme song contributed by 
an eastern legit manager: 
“When It’s Opticn Time in 
Hollywood, You'll Come Back 
to Me.” 


New Orleans Not Dead; 
Saenger Got $23,500 


New Orleans, May 28, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather: Rainy and Cool 

Real smash week in the filmeries 
with all of the douwntowners getting 
a huge slather of business. 

Little short of a local sensation 
was Maurice Chevalier in “Inno- 
cents of Paris,” going above $19,000 
at Loew’s State. Manager R. PD. 
Toups dwelt heavily on the French 
angle in the advance advertising 
and the returns were there— 
plenty! This is a somewhat I’renchy 
settled village. 

“Desert Song” got a real quota 
at the Saenger. Started splendidly 
with biz continuing heavy through- 
out. Passed $23,000 for the best 
week in several months. House cut 
usual surrounding show and it 
wasn’t missed. 

“Broadway Melody,” 
Tudor, nicely set and due for a 
run. Scaled at 50c top, which ought 
to get them all. 

Orpheum was in line and topped 
$9,000 with “Clear the Decks.” 

Strand, as usual, exception to 
good business. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65) “Desert Song.” 

Lived up to advance heralding. 
Spanking week; $23,500. 
Loew’s State (3,218; 50) “Inno- 
cents of Paris.” Little expected be- 
cause star unknown here but packed 
all week; sweet at $19,300. 

Orpheum (2,400; 50) “Clear the 
Decks.” Got its share at $9,100. 

Tudor (800; 50) “Broadway Mel- 
ody.” Thrilling the natives. Week, 
$6,600. 


Film and Vaude Drew 
Best in K. C., $17,500 


Kansas City, May 28. 

Royal closed its five weeks of 
“The Show Boat” and is now show- 
ing “A Dangerous Woman” for a 
single week. It is the intention to 
give big pictures a run in the little 
house. 

The week was pretty bad. “Alibi” 
at Loew’s Midland had hard sled- 
ding, and “The Man I Love,” New- 
man, did not fare so well. Neither 
the kind to draw the flaps. 

Mainstreet, with “Saturday’s 
Children” and a nifty showing of 
vaudeville to prove that the amuse- 
ment buyers here want something 
besides all sound from machines. 

Pantages, also with vaudeville, 
continues to hold its own against 
the generally poor business. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mainstreet — “Saturday’s  Chil- 
dren” (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Sunday 
afternoon opening one of the worst 
this spring, but after that better 
and final count-up satisfactory. 
Stage vaude. Bargain bill. $17,500. 

Loew’s Midland — “Alibi” (4,000: 
25-35-50). Several film trials here 
recently, but this one failed to at- 
tract the women and the mats were 
badly off. Nights not much better. 
Talking shorts. $14,500, bad. 
__Royal—“Shew Boat” (840; 25-50- 
15). Fifth and final week. $4,600. 

Newman—“The Man I Love” 
(1,890; 25-40-60). Title fine for the 
flaps, but picture not to their liking 
in spite of the hot love making. 
Pretty slow week. $14,000. 

Pantages — “The Girl On Barge” 
(2,200; 25-36-50). Stage show hit 
strongest with regulars. $11,600. 


DENVER’S FAIR WEEK 


“Innocents” in Pop and “Show 
Boat” in Legit House, Leaders 














2a week at 














Denver, May 28. 

Denver — “Innocents of Paris” 
(Par). Publix stage show. Cheva- 
lier brought them in. Pretty good 
week at $23,500. 

Rialto (Publix) — “The 
Fair at $4,000. 

Aladdin—“Desert Song,” 2d, final 


Pagan.” 





. 


Minneapolis, May 28. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 

Unless conditions speedily im- 
prove, they'll soon be referring to 
Minneapolis in theatrical circles as 
“the city of small grosses.” It 
would have been a very appropriate 
title last week. 

Despite exceptionally cool weather 
prevailed, showdom suffered from a 
severe summer slump. If anything, 
it’s even more pronounced than 
usual for this time of the year, al- 
though there hasn’t been a single 
hot day to date. A general business 
depression provides the answer for 
the skidding grosses. 

“The Desert Song,” “Innocents of 
Paris,” and “Hearts in Dixie,” how- 
ever, were box office survivors last 
week, but in their cases the results 
left plenty of room for improvement. 
The first named’s intake of nearly 
$20,000 is highly respectable and 
profitable for the State and war- 
ranted the holding over of this War- 
ner musical. 

“Hearts of Dixie” was consider- 
able of a surprise for Manager E, C, 
Bostick at Pantages. It gave the 
house its best week in some time, 
jumping the gross about 40 per cent. 
from the more recent figures and 
giving splendid satisfaction. 

“The Innocents of Paris,” at the 
Minnesota, with fine notices, had 
also a corking stage show. And in 
the face of all this the gross was 
down, 

Unexplainable was the public’s 
failure to turn out in satisfactory 
numbers for the second Hennepin- 
Orpheum vaude show under the 
two-a-day reserved seat policy. The 
vaude aroused much enthusiasm as 
did “The Desert Song” and Chev- 
alier. At 75c. top it should have 
jammed ’em in, despite that the 
picture, “Tide of the Empire,’ was 
anything but hot. But the actual 
box office results were similar to 
those of the Minnesota’s under:like 
conditions—extremely disappointing. 

With Minneapolis in first place in 
the American Association baseball 
race and winning nearly every day, 
attendance at the baseball park 
also has been bad. Trade also fell 
away sharply at the Shubert for the 
third week of the stock production 
of “The Shanghai Gesture.” Here 
there was an excuse, however, for, 
at $2 prices, the attraction already 
had played to two phenomenal 
grosses during the previous fort- 
night. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,< 
200; 75)—“Innocents of Paris” (Par) 
and “Barcelona,” Publix unit stage 
show. Chevalier had critics and 
whole town talking. Women went 
particularly daffy. Picture well liked 
and stage show gave best of satis- 
faction. Business started slowly 
but built remarkably. Weak begin- 
ning due to public’s ignorance re- 
garding Chevalier together with the 
hard times and general depression 
explains why patronage was in no 
way commensurate with boosting 
received by attraction. $26,000 fairly 


ood. 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,300; 60) 
—‘‘Desert Song” (Warners). Crit- 
ics and public also fell hard for this 


one. Nothing but praise heard on 
every hand. Holds over. $19,000. 
Good. 


Hennepin-Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,< 
890; 50-75)—‘Tide of Empire” 
(M-G-M) and vaude, including 
Natacha Nattova, Little Jack Little, 
Herb Williams, Claiborne Foster. 
Despite just so-so picture, great 
amusement bargain at the scale. 
Second week of reserved seat two- 
a-day policy under these circume- 
stances very disappointing. Mate 
inees especially off. $12,000. Bad. 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,300; 35) 
—“Betrayal” (Par). First Emil Jan- 
nings picture shown first run out¢ 
side of leading houses. Emil ap- 
parently no box office magnet here. 
$3,000. Bad. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 
50)—“Hearts in Dixie’ (Fox), and 


vaude, Picture accounts entirely for 
draw. Won critics and theatre- 
goers. Considerably over preceding 
weeks. About $7,500. Good. 


Shubert (Bainbridge stock) (1,- 
400; 75-$2)—“Shanghai Gesture,” 
with Florence Reed. 3d week. De- 
mand pretty well satisfied by first 
two weeks, which grossed $31,350, 
breaking all records for stock any- 
where. Last week about $6,000; 
Stock season closed. 


PUBLICITY BOYS GUESSING 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Vic Shapiro and Joe Shea, who 
do things for Fox in an exploitation 





way, are trying to outguess each 
other on who is going east and 
when. 





week. Good with $5,000. Shapiro expects to go on for the 

America—“Black Waters.” Fair | annual convention, leaving here 
gn tennis : June 12. Shea is counting on turn- 
ean AB age 09 oe Deak: ee ing towards the Atlantic between 
show: good: $12,000. Pp. stage! July 5 and 15. Migration unrest in 

Orpheum -—- “Square Shoulders.” —_e pubsictty office is caused by 
Vaude. Last week of season. Winnie Sheehan's decision to pass 

Ogden— “Hot Stuff.” Good to | up the convention due to the press 
$4.200, of production. 
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Summer Is Telling on Bway or 


Maybe Too Many Pictures Now; 
“Valiant,” $88,900, Roxy, Surprise 


Only three of the $2 pictures 
showing last week in Times Square 
are conceded any sticking power. 
They are “Broadway Melody” at the 
Astor, “Bulldog Drummond” at the 


Apollo and “Madame X” at the 
Harris. 

It’s only a question of the exit 
date on most of the others. 


“Mother's Boy” at the Cohan is just 


creeping by. M-G-M is leasing the 
Embassy and releasing “Trial of 
Mary Dugan” nationally. “Alibi” 
will have to steady beyond expec- 
tations to last, and there’s new ones 
for the Winter Garden and War- 
ners. 

Crowded field which listed 13 pic- 
tures at $2 a couple of weeks ago 
was bound to elbow most of the 
pictures out, particularly with the 
advent of warm weather. Matinees 
have been ‘way off of late. 

De luxe palaces reported nom- 
inally good business last week. The 
unopposed decline among the $2 at- 
tractions must be attributed to con- 
ditions peculiar to perhaps an over- 
supplied market. 

Roxy grossed $88,900 for the sec- 
ond week of “The Valiant,” a sur- 
prise holdover on an unimpressive 
opening week tally of $83,000. This 
is the first time the temple of 
higher mathematics has improved 
its first week take on a subsequent 
week. Fox spent liberally on extra 
advertising. 

Strand had a big week amassing 
$45,700 on “His Captive Woman,” 
playing previously across the inter- 
section at the Central. 

Paramount again beat $78,000. 
Since Rudy Vallee’s advent pictures 
haven’t been reckoned in the draw. 
Yale University’s sheik tenor is the 
honey that draws the lady bees. 

John Barrymore’s “Eternal Love” 
took the slap on its second and final 
week of an inauspicious engage- 
ment at the Rivoli. Picture grossed 
a feeble $14,400 on 85c. grind. 

New pictures at $2 include 
“Broadway,” which bowed in ot the 
Globe Monday; “On with the Show” 
last night (Tuesday) at the Winter 
Garden, and “Honky Tonk,” with 
Sophie Tucker, due June 4 at War- 
ners. “Four Feathers” is on the 
sheet to follow “Innocents of Paris” 
at Criterion. 

Columbia has taken the Embassy 
and opens “Father and Son” there 
June 3. This one was formely 
booked by Roxy’s. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Apollo—“Bulldog Drummond,” dia- 
log (UA) (1,270; $1-$2) (4th week). 
Holding up well in face of general 
sag. Matinees off, but night trade 
strong. Rated as sticker and get- 
ting impetus via table talk route; 
$18,400, second only to “Broadway 
Melody” among reserved-seaters. 


Astor — “Broadway Melody,” di- 
alog (M-G) (1,120; $1-$2) (16th 
week). Easing off a bit. Under 


$20,000 for first time. Ticket specs 
reported stuck on matinee ducats. 
Picture released nationally June 1. 
Last week, $19,600. 

Cameo—“Hot Stuff,” sound (F.N.) 
(540; 50-75) (2nd and final week). 
Alice White flapper opus got $6,100 
on holdover week, “The Wild Heart 
ef Africa,” current, indicates scar- 
eity of available product of type an- 
nounced for house when policy re- 
cently changed. 

Capitol — “Bridge of San Luis 
Rey,” dialog (M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75- 
$1.50). “Artey” picture from best- 
selling novel failed to provoke any 
clamorous mobs. Just okay at $73,- 
900. 

Central—“The Squall,” dialog (F. 
N.) (922: $1-$2) (3rd week). Broad- 
Way engagement regarded as build- 
up. Not expected to remain much 
into June, About $10,900. 

Cohan — “Mother’s Boy,” dialog 
(Pathe) (1,314; $1-$2) (4th week). 
Doing little in cut rates. This week 
or next will probably wash it up. 
Never had chance against the heavy 
competition. Possibly around $6,000. 

Criterion—“Innocents of Paris,” 
dialog (Par) (802: $1-$2) (5th week). 
House may be dark week or so be- 
fore “Four Feathers” (Par) due in 
June, Chevalier picture around $11,- 
000 last week. 


Embassy—“Mary Dugan,” dialog 
(M-G) (596; $1-$2) (9th week). 


Around $6,900, Final week. Colum- 
bia Pictures has house starting next 
Monday. 

44th Street-——“Alibi,” dialog (U.A.) 
1,323; $1-$2) (Sth week). Indefinite 
future. $8,000-$9,000. 


Gaiety — “Black Watch,” dialog 
(Fox) (808; $1-$2) (2nd week). 
Opened last week. Notices so-so. 


Around $7,500 first five days. 





Globe—“Show Boat,” dialog (U) 
(1,418; $1-$2) (6th and final week). 
teported $14,600 for final week. 
Could have stayed. longer. but 
“Broadway” had right of way. Lat- 
ter bowed in Monday. 


Harris—“Madame X,” dialog (M- 





> (i,10i; $1-$2) (6th week). Drop | 
of $3,000 from previous week. Les- ! 





“Eternal Love” Knocks 
Off Palace, Wash., $4,000 





Washington, May 28, 
(White Population, 450,000) 
Weather: Clear 
Fox with “Through Different 
Eyes” and Columbia with “Co- 


quette” only two last week showing 
an actual draw. “Eyes” boosted al- 
most $4,000 for the Fox. 

“Desert Song” at the Met wob- 
bled for the first few days as to 
holding for the scheduled third week 
but gained strength and 3d week 
announced, 

Barrymore's “Eternal Love” a flop. 
In any other house but the Palace 
where the regulars go anyhow would 
have done even less than the $4,000 
drop recorded. 

Corinne Griffith in “Saturday’s 
Children” brought the worst week 
in many months to the Earle. Some 
blamed it on the story, others on the 
surprise in the Griffith voice. 

Rialto fair week with “Syncopa- 
tion” got a good figure and held 
over. 

Strand, Mutual burlesque house, 
went sound with “Molly and Me.” 
Business not so good but holding 
hope house may be developed for 
talker. Mutual is operating. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) “Coquette” (U 
A) (1,232; 35-50). Comment divided 
but got $16,590 and held over. 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall) “Satur- 
day’s Children” (FN) (2,244; 35-50). 
Brodied at $10,500. 

Fox (Fox) “Through Different 
Eyes” (Fox) stage show (3,434; 35- 
50-75). Picture credited for busi- 
ness upward $4,009; over $20,000. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall) “Desert 
Sons” (WB)—$14,500 2d week and 
held over. 

Palace (Loew) “Eternal Love” (U 
A) stage show (2,363; 35-50). Big 
grosses temporarily halted with $4,- 
000 tumble to liberally estimated 
$18,000. 

Rialto (U) “Syncopation” (R-K- 


O) (1,927; 35-50). Scale lowered 
from “Show Boat” run. Comment 
on “Syneco” varied. Gross above 


previous business of house before 
it passed out; about $9,000 and into 
second week. 

Strand (Mutual) “Molly and Me” 
dialog (T-S) (1.400; 15-25-35). Not 
so good but start in this burlesue 
house. 





sening of competitive tension would 
help here as elsewhere. $14,000. 

Paramount-—“Dangerous Women,” 
dialog (Par) (3,666; 40-65-75-$1). 
Off few hundred from previous 
week's gross, Publix electing to 
utilize Rudy Vallee vogue for 
Brooklyn ships the maiden’s prayer 
across the river June 8 for a spell 
at the Paramount over there. Paul 
Ash returns to Broadway on that 
date. Rudy’s fourth week at cross- 
roads, $78,300. 

Rialto — “Close Harmony, dialog 
(Par) (1,904: 35-50-85-$1) (4th and 
final week). “Harmony” kept grind- 
ing until 6 p. m. of the evening 
“Cocoanuts” opened to a reserved 
seat premiere. Five final days 
grossed $12,700. “Harmony” en- 
agement showed pep. 

Rivoli—“Eternal Love,” sound (U. 
A.) (2,200; 35-50-85-$1) (2nd and 
final week). Flopped with thud. 
Only $14,400 on second week, very 
poor for this house. “This Is 
Heaven” (U. A.) now current, 

Roxy — “The Valiant,” 
(Fox) (6,205; 50-75-$1-$1.50) (2nd 
and final week). Improved from 
$83,000 opening week to $88,900. 
Surprise. First figure did not war- 
rant holdover. 

Selwyn — “Rainbow Man,” dialog 
(Sono-Art) (1,167; $1-$2) (6th and 
final week). Folded Sunday. Never 
in money but $2 opening profitable 
in publicity and clinched Paramount 
release for picture and Eddie Dowl- 
ing’s future films. First of the 
novice companies to land on Broad- 
way with $2 talker. Last week’s 
pace under $8,000. 

Strand—“His Captive Woman,” 
dialog (F.N.) (2,900; 35-50-65-75). 
Only house on street to do big 
biz against reactionary tendencies. 
Clicked off a snappy $45,700 and 
could have held over. Another can- 


dialog 


didmwte recently taking $2 degrees 
now current, “Divine Lady.” 
Warners — “Desert Song,” dialog 


(W.B.) (1,360; $1-$2) (4th week). 
Warners not forcing its pictures 
these days. June 4 “Honky Tonk.” 
Operetta around $10,700. 

Winter Garden—Noah’s Ark,” di- 
alog (W.B.) (1,494; $1-$2) (11th and 
final week). sowed out with $10,- 
300. Gradual falling off starting 
from top figures of around $23,000. 
Fair engagement but exploitation 
campaign cost fortune. “On With 
The Siow” opened last night (Tucs 


day). 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 8 











JOHN R. WALSH 


American Lyric Baritone 
Featured in John Murray Ander- 


sou's “The Theme of Love,” Para- 
mount, New York, May 18: Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, May 25, with 


Publix tour to follow. 
Just completed entire Loew Cir- 
cuit as a single. 


Direction: WM. MORRIS OFFICE 








| house downtown, 





Silent Hip, Toronto, 
With Stage Show 
Stands Upat $15,000 


(Drawing Population, 700,000) 
Weather; Fine 
Toronto, May 28. 

“Hearts in Dixie,” longest picture 
playing the biggest houses, ied the 
town at $21,000 on the strength of 
excellent word of mouth publicity. 

Victoria Day (May 24), national 
holiday, offset the disadvantage 
picture houses were getting through 
fine spring weather, races and other 
outdoor opposish, Result was a bet- 
ter than average week, which would 
have been a record breaker for May 
in pre-sound days. 

“The Wild Party” got off to a fly- 
ing start by a midnight premiere at 
Jack Arthur’s Uptown, but faded 
mid-week then came strong again 
on the holiday when prices were 
boosted to 70c, flat all day. Closed 
at $19,000 after some mussing by 
censors, who have been fairly easy 
on sound pictures here. 

The length of the Fairbanks’ ef- 
fort, “Iron Mask” (UA), worked 
against in at Loew’s, where it played 
to consistent line-ups, but with only 
three shows a day nabbed $18,000. 
Short subjects at this house getting 
excellent name, Vaude good, but 
unbalanced. 

Jolson singer held over again, and 
is still crowding them in on six 
shows a day. Trixie Friganza on 
stage and Universal's “Clear the 
Decks,” made a smart enough com- 
bination at Hippodrome, where $15,- 
000 was grabbed off. Good enough 
in only main stem silent house. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (FP) (3,400; 30-60)— 
“Hearts in Dixie.” Average fan got 
more enthusiastic over this one than 
any sound picture to date. While 
not breaking records at $21,000, pic- 
ture had fine weather, race week, 
and plenty of other opposition to 
fight. 

Uptown (FP) (3,000; 30-60-70)— 
“Wild Party” (Par). Jack Arthur 
gave this one brief, but smart, sur- 
rounding program and brought it in 
on a special midnight show. Result 
was smart enough at $19,000, but in- 
terest lagged a bit in midweek. 

Loew’s (2,300; 30-60)—The Iron 
Mask” (UA). Fair at $18,000, only 
playing three a day. 

Tivoli (FP) (1,400; 35-65)—“Sing- 
ing Fool” (WB). Jolson picture saw 
no appreciable drop in third week 
and again held over at $16,000. 

Hippodrome (FP) (2,600; 30-60)— 
“Clear the Decks” (U). Stage show. 
Only silent picture along main stem 
nicked $15,000 with plenty of help 
from stage. 


TACOMA STEADY 


“Father and Son” at Pan’s, $6,300— 
Topped by “Desert Song,” $7,000 














Tacoma, May 28. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather, Fair 

Steady biz. Blue Mouse stepped 
into lead with “Desert Song,” in for 
run, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (1,500; 25-50)—‘Father 
and Son” (Col.), vaude. $6,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
75)—“Desert Song” (WB). Very 
good. $7,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 
“Nothing but Truth” 
fair. $5,300. 

Golonial 


{Te Ar 
, 4G; 


25-50)— 
(Par.). Just 
(WB) (850; 
Okay 


2,709, 


25-35-50)— 
Only 


$6OVi en? 
simon 





cilant 


“Desert Song” at McVickers to $40,000: 


Chicago Up $8,000 t 





Penn With “Albi” and 
New M. C. Drew $37,200 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 

Biz mediocre last week, a couple 
of run pictures failing to come up 
to expectations in first six days. 
Real summery weather hasn't set 
in yet, but daylight saving’s be- 
ginning to take its toll. 

Penn stepped out again, setting the 
town's pace. Grossed $37,200. Stan- 
ley, with “Gentlemen of the Press,” 
dipped to about $26,000, bad for this 
house. Picture well liked by critics, 
but it didn’t mean a thing to flaps, 
maybe because they know too much 
about newspapermen as it is. Evoked 
a lot of discussion in various city 
rooms, most of it favorable, but all 





the scriL°s in town couldn't half fill 
the Stanley’s downstairs for one 
show. 


“Desert Song” started off badly 
at Grand but picked up a little after 
the first few days. First week $16,- 
700, nothing like picture expected to 
do. Figure means money for Grand, 
where overhead is almost less than 
zero. They're going to try and keep 
it in for another fortnight. 

Aldine did fairly with “Coquette” 
in first week, $18,300, not up to ex- 
pectations. House spent plenty of 
dough on ads pushing the “Pickford 
talks” angle, but Mary doesn’t mean 
as much around here as she used 
to. Dailies were anything but kind 
to picture. Women liked it and mat 
biz was up to snuff. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75) —“Alibi” (UA), and Wesley 
Eddy’s debut of m. c. ‘gave house 
another big week, $37,200. Lobby 
lines all week with plenty of turn- 
aways at night. A $10,000-weekly 
prima donna couldn’t have been 
plastered over the town any more 
than Eddy. He's set here. 

Stanley (Stanley-WB) (3,600; 25- 
35-60)—“‘Gentlemen of the Press,” 
Par). Tumbled Stanley to $26,000, 
no money for this house. Picture 
got a lot of favorable word-of- 
mouth by men but flaps and women 
stayed away. Mat biz terrible, with 
nights just ordinary. Charlie Mel- 
son had crackerjack stage show but 
couldn't do anything against a pic- 
ture that didn’t mean a thing. 

Grand (Stanley-WB) (2,000; 50- 
75)—“Desert Song” (WB). Didn't 
prove so hot in first week, $16,700, 
far below expectations. Started off 
badly despite some heavy billing 
but picked up after first couple of 
days. Trying to hold it for three 
weeks. “Noah’s Ark” following. 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—$18,300 for “Coquette” (UA) in 
initial six days. Money for this 
house but isn’t what picture had 
figured on doing. Extra dough spent 
in dailies. In for three weeks, with 
“Speakeasy” following. 

Enright (Stanley-WB) (3,700; 25- 
35-40-60)—“Godless Girl” (Pathe). 
Another lemon for this stand and 
biz again hit rock bottom. Dailies 
panned picture to fare-you-well. 
Dick Powell's stage show helped 
somewhat. 


‘DUGAN’ AND ‘DESERT’ 
TOPPED IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 28, 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather, Warm 

Two pictures stood out last week 
for front money in Seattle; “Mary 
Dugan,” easily led, with “Desert 
Song” next. 

Deal made whereby about all 
“subsequent run” houses in town 
are now owned by John Danz, when 
Sterling Chain took over Winter 
Garden and Columbia from Univer- 
sal. This makes both shops strictly 
second run, the former wired, latter 
silent. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (Pub) (3,106: 25-60)—“A 
Dangerous Woman” (Par). All talk- 
er with Baclanova flopped. $11,500. 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 

tirls Gone Wild” (Fox). Nobody 
else did, for nothing to rave about. 
Pretty stage show. Biz fair. $13,000. 

Fox (2,500; 25-60)—‘Mary Dugan” 
(MGM). Great and getting coin. In 
for one week only, new policy at 
house, $17,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 
75)—“Alibi” (UA). Just fair biz. 
$6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
75)—“Desert Song” (WB). Spec- 
tacular and good draw. $12,500. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25—‘Ava- 
lanche” (Par). Baclanova in oppo- 
sition to herself at Seattle. Okay. 








25- 


$3,300. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-60)—‘Father 
and Son” (Col). Vaude. Little up 
at Pantages. $6,000. 

Orpheum 9 (2,700: 25-$1)—‘“High 
Voltage” (Pathe). Boyd in first all 
talker liked. Good vaude. Fair 
} $9,300. 


0 Big $52,000 


Chicago, May 28 

Big money in the Loop last week 
was split between “Desert Song,” ai 
McVicker's, and Charles King, in 
person, at the Chicago. King is one 
of the featured trio in “Broadwa) 
Melody,” here only in McVicker’s su 
far, but his name, even so early, 
brought $8,000 above average busi- 
ness at the Chicago. Gross was 
$52,000, with little credit given tu 
the feature, ‘““Man I Love.” 

“Desert Song” started with a fine 
display of strength at $40,000 i: 
MeVicker's. Notices very good, in- 
cluding a four-star rating by Mae 
Tinee of the Tribune, who has 
thought that much of only one othe: 
picture and has quite a bit to sa) 
about the picture tastes of Chi 
natives. 

Weak spots in the lineup. “My 
Man,” in its second Loop showing 
brought a relatively low gross © 
$7,500 to the Orpheum. It was at 
the Roosevelt previously for two 
weeks, very quiet. “Hole in the 
Wall” caused a slip to $21,000 at the 
State-Lake, where sound pictures 
recently shot the gross up several! 
notches and have been holding it 
there. Picture got a bad break 
when sound went blooey on opening 
day, so blooey that Carol Frink of 
the Herald-Examiner headed her re- 
view with a rumor that the house 
may trade its equipment in for a 
washing machine. Equipment has 
gone haywire several times, but not 
enough until last week to cause an) 
material gross damage. 

“Saturday’s Children,” at _ the 
Oriental, assisted by regular draw- 
ing power of the stage m. c., A! 
Kvale, was good at $40,000. “Wear, 
River” finished a three-weeks’ run 
in the Roosevelt with $16,000 fina: 
tally; pretty good total showing. 
Monroe was above average wit}; 
second and last week of “Hearts in 
Dixie,” getting $4,100. “Coquette” 
lasted five weeks at United Artists, 
breaking records on every week 
with the exception of its opening. 
Finisher was $18,000. 

Run of “Noah's Ark” at $2 top in 
the Woods ended Saturday with 
seven weeks chalked, Picture was 
not a sensational gross-getter, but 
more than satisfactory in its stick- 
ing ability, differing only $5,000 in 
its first and last weeks’ figures. Run 
considered quite favorable at $2. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Chicago (Publix)—“The Man 1! 
Love” (Par) and Charles King on 
stage (4,400; 50-75). Charles King, 
of “Broadway Melody,” responsibie 
for $8,000 above normal business in 
$52,000 week; Lavey Lee on stage 
this week, drawing big but will not 
be record breaker. 

McVicker’s (Publix) — “Desert 
Song” (WB) (1,865; 50-75). House 
just had six heavy profit weeks with 
“Broadway Melody” and made an-. 
other big start with “Desert Song” 
at $40,000 last week; fine notices. 

Monroe (Fox)—“Hearts in Dixie” 
(Fox) (1,000; 50-75). Holdover, $4,- 
100, above average; $6,200 opening 

Oriental (Publix) — “Saturday + 
Children” (FN) and “Frivolities’’ 
unit (3,500; 50-7$). Good work, $40,- 
000; draw shared by picture and 
Kvale, m. c., on stage. 

Orpheum (WB)—“My Man” (WB; 
(760; 50). 2a Loop showing of Fan- 
nie Brice feature; under average 
with $7,500.. 

Roosevelt (Publix) — “Wear, 
River” (FN) (1,500; 50-75). Started 
strong at $35,000, but second weel 
$22,000 and out to $18,000; total sat- 
isfactory, but not big. 

State-Lake (RKO)—“Hole ir, 
Wall” (Par) and vaude (2,700; 50- 
75). N. s. g., $21,00; dropped $4,006 
under previous week. 

United Artists UA)-Publix)—“Co- 
quette” (UA) (1,700; 50-75). 5th, 
last week; $18,000; started at $45,- 
000; broke records every week ex- 
cept first for run pictures; “Eterna! 
Love” in to fair start. 

Woods (Shubert)—‘“Noah’s Ark.’ 
dialog (WB) (1,257; $1.50-$2). 7th 
week, $11,000 and out; strong hold- 
ing power demonstrated in run, with 
$5,000 difference in first and last 
weeks. 


Grab Radio Record of 
Real Auto Race Sound 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

For a scene in “The Record 
Breaker,” a racing picture, Darmou: 
Productions will record sound ef- 
fects of the Indianapolis Auto Clas- 
sic Memorial Day. 

Studio will attempt to get the 
authentic flavor and noise of the 
race from the loud speaker of a 
radio. 
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The Black 


ALL tA G Melody-Melodrama 


Myrna Loy Roy D’Arcy 
David Rollins 





From Talbot Mundy’ 5 penta novel 
“King of the Khyber Rifles” — 


Dialog by James K. McGuinness 














“‘Magnificent demonstration of the 
Movietone’s efficacy in panoramic re- 
production. Stirring and astonishing 
exhibit in outdoor audibility in the films 

. . without an equal. Mr. Ford, the 
director, has done an amazing day’s 
work.”’ —N. Y. World 


**Has some dandy spectacular scenes... 





production is good.’’—N. Y. Daily Mirror 
‘*Striking ... colorful . . . impressive.”’ 


—N.Y. Herald Tribune 


‘‘Colorful action . .. splendid scenic 


effects. ea wholly engrossing 
production . 
direction.’’ 


. truly great piece of 
—— Y. Daily News 
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a Hare 


Directed by 
JOHN FOR 


Staged by Lumsden H 





Lbbbbhhhhhbhhbhhh hhh hhh hh hhh hhh hhh tthe ttl ll! 


SPR RH REEEE EE EEEESEEESESE EE SERS CREE HE TEEEEES EEE EEEEEEEEEE SEES EES ESET OETEEEEESEEEEEEEESEEES ESE ESESETESERESESEEEETESESE HERE ETESESEES TEESE EEE EEE 


“*Vigorous realism and colorful fantasy 
are interwoven in an enticing audible 
picture...it has sequences that are with- 
out a doubt the most realistic thing of 
their kind that has come to the screen.”’ 

—N.Y. Times 


‘‘Impressive . . . spectacular pictorial 
interest.’’ —N. Y. Evening Journal 


‘First rate movietone recording.’’ 
—N.Y. Evening Telegram 


‘Picture is far above the average.”’ 
—N. Y. Evening Graphic 


“Deeply engrossing ...sheer artistry... 
grips you to your very vitals...scenes 


which have you teetering upon the edge 


of your seat."” —N._Y. Evening World 
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and 
Williaia FOX Yovyietone 


of 1929 
ALL, TALIANG Sue Carol, Lola Lane, Frank Richard- 
hALL, SINGING son, Dixie Lee, David Rollins, John 






Atl, DANCING with Breeden, “= ge pes Percy, 
» sp Ss Gisele tepin Fetchit 
MUSICAL COMED Y . 


Words and Music by Conrad, Mitchell and Gottler 
Ensemble by Archie Gottler and Fanchon & Marco 


Dialog by William K. Wells Staged by Marcel Silver : Story ond Divectiin by David Butler 
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y| “THE SPEEDIEST, MOST INFECTIOUS, AUDIBLE ENTERTAINMENT OF 
le} ITS KIND. ITS REVUE GAYETY, PACE AND BELL-LIKE RECORDING 
~| MAKE IT SOMETHING TO BRAG ABOUT.” —N.Y. Sun 


aj} “As tuneful as anything given to ‘Youth, beauty and music...delightfyl 


al| Broadway in the productions whose  ‘¥Pply of fresh and quickening music.” 


admission prices soar far over those of —N. ¥. World 


oe the Roxy.”” —N.Y. Morning Telegraph ‘**Breakaway,’ one hot dance number 
is great. You'll be hearing it all over 


ic town before long.’’ —N. Y. Daily Mirror 
‘*Merry and refreshing...produced with 
, . . ‘* Music is good and there are two songs 


a pleasing — of humor and no pase which already are being heard on the 
photographic skill...comedy that strikes air and wherever orchestras toot their 


a home run. —N. Y. Times jazz.”” —WN. Y, Evening Graphic 
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CONFIRMING 
SEVERAL RUMORS 








eee THE MERGER of Maurice Chevalier, Idol of France, with the American picture public has been 


completed with amazing swiftness and success. Chevalier’s first Paramount talking, singing picture is an instant 


success! Minnesota Theatre, Minneapolis wires: “‘Innocents of Paris’ opened strong and building every day. - 


Patrons’ comments wonderful.” New York Graphic: “Chevalier is Heaven’s gift to the talkies!” George Zeppas, Rex 
Theatre, Wheeling, W. Va.: “Chevalier broke every record here for joy, gladness and happiness.” Minneapolis Journal: 
“Chevalier is worth a dozen stars!” 





-- - WORD FROM HOLLYWOOD wa George Bancroft has the most powerful all-talking 
drama of the year in “Thunderbolt” is confirmed by the picture itself. “Underworld” and «The Wolf of Wall 
Street” pale beside this mighty new Bancroft hit. Josef von Sternberg, director of “Underworld” and 
“Thunderbolt” takes a seat in the front rank of New Era directors. 





eee CLARA BOW ops «The Wild Party” with her second all-talking smash, “Dangerous Curves.” 
Paramount exhibitors, get out that over-worked S. R. O. sign again! P.S. Clara wins N. Y. Daily News Most 
Popular Star Contest by over 4,000 votes! 





ooo RHE WISE BOYS rank Paramount's new thriller, «The Studio Murder Mystery” ahead of even 
«The Canary Murder Case.” 





.-- THE WHOLE MOTION PICTURE BUSINESS now concedes that 1928-9 is a 
walkover for Paramount in the talking field. And that 1929-30 will see this company even farther in the 


lead than ever. 
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Amusement Stocks 
Panic in Whole 


Crash, With 
Industrial List: 


Fox, Loew and W. B. Hard Hit 


oe 


On top of an aggregate drop of 
75 points in the Big Board amuse- 
ment shares alone up to Saturday, 
the group dropped another compo- 
site of 25 points Monday and sagged 
another 15 yesterday at the lows. 
Shaken by two days of continuous 
liquidation theatre cliques came to 
the market yesterday 
shaken, 

A feeble effort was made at the 
opening to essay a rally, but it was 
short lived.. By 11 o’clock the whole 
group had sunk to new lows not 
only for the movement, but for the 
year and in many cases for longer. 

Hardest hit were Warner at 110%, 
Loew at 55 and Fox at 80%, the lat- 
ter quotation the lowest price Fox 
has touched since its recovery from 
below 60 a year and a half or more 


morning 


ago. 
Weakness continued yesterday 
into the third hour. Thereafter 


there was a rally, led by the railroad 
stocks, but it made only moderate 
progress, and the theatre issues 
participated but mildly, As might 
have been expected, Paramount wag 
first to get out of its lows, gaining 
about 2 points to 63 at the close. 

Even with this rally, most of the 
amusements showed net loses for 
the session. 

Nothing escaped, not only in the 
amusement group, but in the whole 
list. Break took in the bond mar- 
ket, where, for instance Pathe T's 
broke through its 1929 bottom of 78 


to 77%. One exception, oddly 
enough, was Technicolor, dealt in 
over the counter, which picked 
Monday's distracted moment to 


move up 4 points above 47 against 
a previous bid of 43%. 


Loew “Stop Loss” 


Situation surrounding Fox and 
Loew was particularly confused. 
During the most furious attack of 
Monday, Loew had courageously 
held around 57, its old bottom, up 
until 2 o'clock. Out of a clear sky 
a single quotation came out at 
4814, more than 4 points down, as a 
sharpshooter touched off a stop on 
some specialist’s books. Issue went 
dead for half an hour and then 
came out in one string that filled 
the Trans-iux strip, totaling 1,500 
and jumping up by whole points to 
57%. 

Traders in the theatre stocks 
come more and more to the beiief 
that Loew is being subjected to 
pressure by partisans of Fox with 
the idea of drawing out long stock. 
The maneuver would be logicai for 
Fox, who would, reasonably enough, 
like to pick up as*much Loew as 
possible as a preliminary to mak- 
ing an exchange offer. 

Par Shows Resistance 

Out of the group probably the 
best showing was made by Para- 
mount. Its sponsors waged a de- 
termined rear guard fight between 
63 and 64 and it was not until the 
crushing drive of Monday's last half 
hour that the retreat took on mo- 
mentum. Turnover for that day 
was 17,000 shares, a very moderate 
volume for the picture leader, com- 
pared to the 28,000 share turnover 
in Warner Bros., which was pushed 
down from 118 at Monday's top to 
111. This immediately on the heels 
of announcement of a split up two 
for one and declaration of an initial 
dividend at the rate of $3 on the 
new shares besides a 12% cent 
extra, 

Radio-Keith suffered with the 
rest, although it did not come any- 
where near its low of 19 in the 
March crash. Its low yesterday 
was 25, which probably represents 
its bottom on the decline men- 
tioned. The quotation of 19, of 
course, was one of those quick 
sallies that caught a stop, and the 
price recovered almost immediately 
to 25 at that time. 

While the retreat was compara- 
tively orderly, nevertheless, all the 
theatre issues went through levels 
that had been regarded as resist- 
ance points on Monday. Coupled 
with the fact that without exception 
the amusements had been within 
Striking distance two weeks ago of 
their 1929 tops and had failed to 
£0 through them on volume, took on 
Particular significance to the chart 
readers. Failure to go through a 
donhle top, and subsequent breaks 
below old resistance points, may be! 
merely a hunch player’s gauge, but 











Yesterday’s Prices 


Leading Amusements 


Net 
Sales. Issue. High. Low. Last. chge 
6.100 Fox A 83%, 80% 81% — &% 
200 Keith pf 96% 95% 6% +1 
2,100 Loew 57 53 57 —% 
7,800 Par. 63 614% 63 +1% 
23.500 R-K-O 27% 25 27 +% 
126,500 Radio 87% 84% 87% +2% 
7,900 Pathe 9% +t] % =%+% 
2,800 Shubert 5S7% 56 56 +1% 
34,000 Warner 118% 1104 113 4+1 
Curb 


1,600 In. Proj. 23% 
809 Fox Thr. 25 








\. 





fact remains scores of ticker fans 
follow the rule. 
RCA at 8434 
Radio in enormous dealings got 


to a new low on the movement at 
84% yesterday although it did not 
approach its year’s low just after 
the split up of 68%. There was 
plenty of public play in Radio well 
above 100. For weeks the stock 
held a resistance level around 101 
and plenty of speculators’ are 
hooked thereabouts. Radio Keith 
naturally felt the pressure on its 
parent issue. The weakness spread 
to the old Keith-Orpheum preferred 
which dropped to around 95, an- 
other bottom. 

Pathe held out above 20 until 
mid-day yesterday, when two lots 
came out 18% and 16 flat, per- 
pendicular drop from previous close 
of 4. Common was down to 9%. 
Both levels are well above Pathe’s 
1929 bottom, 7% for the common 
and 13% for the A. 

Shubert went off sharply on small 
transactions, touching 56% yester- 
day compared to 64%, last week’s 
top. Financial journals yesterday 
published statements of Lee Shu- 
bert admitting that talkers was 
taking away stage stars, but de- 
claring that situation would be im- 
proved next season. How was not 
explained, but meanwhile the com- 
pany had covered its dividend re- 
quirements on the season. 


Wide Break 


Not in the memory of the new 
generation of ticker followers has 
there been so wide a break with- 
out any clear explanation of what 
was happening. General view is 
that crash that started Saturday 
and went through yesterday was 
result of culminating difficulties in 
the market against which courage- 
ous bulls had battled until gradually 
their nerves gave way. First there 
was the determined opposition of 
the central bank to the advance ac- 
companied by threats of a 6 per 
cent rediscount rate. On top of that 
wheat broke below 99 cents for the 











PICTURE GROSSES 














MISS RENIE RIANO 


All set to star in Fanchon and 
Marco units. 

Get a load of this 
(“Eagle”) rave: “Renie Riano lit- 
erally must be seen to be appre- 
ciated. She is the paradoxical an- 
tithesis of atl that she is. Graceful 
in the most awkward caperings. 
Funny as it is given to few to be 
funny.” 


Brooklyn 








FAIR IN BOSTON 





“Innocents” at Met Drew. $38,800— 


“Alibi,” $20,300 


Boston, May 28. 
(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 
Nothing startling last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Met (4,000: 50-60-75)—‘“Innocents 
of Paris” (Par), $38,800. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 
“Alibi” (UA), $20,300. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 35-60)—‘Pris- 
oners” (FN). $19,300. 

Majestic—Final week oc “Noah’s 
Ark” (WB), $7,000. 

Keith Memorial—Still doing well 
with two-a-day vaud. $27,300. 





50-60)— 





May option on Monday, for the first 
time in 15 years. Failure of the 
Reparations arrangements to go 
through also played its part. Sit- 
uation was primed for a bear drive 
and when it was carried through 
successfully on Saturday, the crash 
followed. 

How far the decline will go is 
anybody’s guess. Competent ob- 
servers following the Monday re- 
treat found abject discouragement 
in the failure of investment trusts 
and other big investment powers 
to stem the tide by “bargain buy- 
ing.” Some went so far as to ex- 
press the view that the long bull 
market that started with Coolidge’s 
election was about over. 

For the immediate future it does 
seem that some sort of momentary 
rally ought to occur. Market does 
not normally break so rapidly for 
more than two or three days be- 
fore the mere backwash due to 
short covering of triumphant bears 
checks the decline and brings about 
a. sharp recovery. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, May 25: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last. Chge. 
41% 32% 8,600 American Seat (3).....e.-seeeeee 36% 34% 35 — % 
30% 25 6,300 Consol. Film pfd. (2)........eee06 27% 25% 26% -—1 
194% 170 8,100 Eastman Kodak (8).......+es00: - 177% 170% 174 -3 
Bik 55% SOBUO EGOW CBacccivecescerdcse ertecese 59% 554 57 —2% 
110% 9514 400 GO BOGE, GOR). .ctccsvcncctovends 98 951% 97 =—1 
46%, 25 1,600 BUEN. erccdschs acest 6660 evecesess 27% 27 27 8 
138 9414 1,100 Ge DERE. GB) ice ceccesioesésasess 102 99% 100% — % 
46% 19 GSee TORGeeE oc kv isacoeseeséerccsds 32% 28 28% —3% 
101 82 26,500 Dee Claes A Caps cccccnccsesccces - £8 85 85% —6% 
24 18% 3,400 Madison Square Garden (1%)..... 19% 18% 18% -—1 
27 24 -.++ Met.-G.-M. pref. (1.80).........-- 4 am 25% 
114 6814 GOB, 160 MONS Oot ic cccicceccccedesangewes 96% 89% 89%  —5% 
4434 12% 5,700 Motion Picture Cap....... cesses - 4 37 37% — % 
72 55% 117,500 Paramount-Fam-Lasky (3)....... 68% 62% 644, —4% 
14% 7% 33,300 Pathe Exchange..........ssesee08 e 11% 10 10 -1 
30 13% 5,400 Pathe Class A - 22% 20 20% —1% 
74% B4ly 6,800 Shubert (5)........ 60% 59 oO 
45 26 et US!) RR a, 45 40 40 — She 
93 84% 170 Universal pref. (8)....+6++seesee 87% 85% 8514 —1% 
154 97 STG WOON BOG. osicccntcvcccsencces 123% 117 117% —11% 
59% 44 21, 7em Go pref. (BBO). .ccccvccesessoces 59% 53 3 
61% 59% 46,200 Be PAW Si aks veshcnceeevecdeses 62355 59% 60 —% 
CURB 
19 4\% 0.008 Aoomstia. Peed sc cescccscscosagcees 54 4% 5 +% 
27% 18 9,800 Con. Film Ent..ccccscccccsccsees % 23 23 — % 
23% 1814 Gee Gees. TH. ciseccseos eehahvesdees 23 22% 2% —% 
37% 2h 8,100 Fox Theatres. .....-s0-s06:. aseses - 28% 23% 26 —2 
38% 28 4,500 Col. Pict..... esecececcene seececcee 87% 33 34 —-35% 
49% By GP TAOW Biheccccccsccveccaccocsecscs 2342 23% 73% —2% 
26% 19% 11,800 Int. project......%ecccccoccccce +s 25% 22 23% ##-2% 
35% 2,800 Nat. Sen. Serv. (1.60).......c00.. 30 23 29 —1 
BONDS 
97 92 99,000 Keith @5, °46. ..ccocccccccvccccces 92 92 92 
121% 106 14.000 Tew Gs, °4h.cccsesdeccovccioss +. 108 106 106 -3 
100% 97 Oe ee: Ee Rr - 98 97 7% =—% 
S4 77 eee Se TW i kdcccdecccncesccuceés 79 77 77 
100% 90% 5.000 Par-Fam-Lasky 68, "47.........+: as 9655 9% —14 
91% 81% SE.Gee GRRE Gio bi cncececesbeveceeceses 83 Bl% Sl's — % 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
Pi] 2 . Reus, Clase A Gibievecesccessce ° 
7 20 eese Eee GOicncvesoscdanspessseceooss o- 
2% 3% ocee WEE GO. cccccsccccccseccccsscese es o. o- 
2 4 ° De Forest PRONG. .ccccvccccccccce 7) ee eo 
46 47% ° DOCRMISCNEP 060000 ct ektsnvvccesees ee ee 
ee ee ° Bemtne Gs TOR, GP. cwvecsceccsces ee ee 
Philadelphia 
eo oe Er rerrTr ere 24! 224, 271, 
Los Angeles 
oe pa © SoG, DG. oc cddda chedecedeus betes 17 
St. Louis 
ee oa eese DKOurAS eee Terr TTT ~ ad a 
Montreal 
~< oe 140 Fam. Play .cccvccccvvccesesece soos OL oi ok rere 
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Tex Guinan Got $35,500 for Fox 
In Philly—Mastbaum s 





‘Over $22,000; good figure for house. 








Blind Man’s Angle |. 





Los Angeles, May 28. 
Earl Houk, blind baritone, 
after listening to the pro- 
jection of two sound pictures, 
declares himself able to fol- 
low 80 per cent of the action. 
He was the guest of Para- 
mount. 
Visitor said he did not lean 


on dialog alone, but was 
helped by attendant sounds 
such as closing of doors, 


punching of bag, and scrape of 
a record being put on phono- 
graph. Houk could tell in 
which direction players were 
moving by the almost inaudible 
sound of footsteps, whether 
they were going upstairs or 
down as indicated by voice, 
and whether the room in 
which the dialog was uttered 
was large or small, or draped 
or bare. Timbre, pitch and 
reverberations indicated these 
to Houk. 


“Alibi” Got $22,000; 
Good in Providence 


Providence, May 28. 


(Draw Pop, 315,000) 
Weather: Unsettled 


Loew's State led the parade last 
week with “Alibi.” Other houses 
failed to create any stir, although 
film bills were okay. “Showboat,” 
2a week, at Majestic, just about 
managed to hold its own. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Alibi” (UA); fine supporting bill. 














Strand (ind) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Gentlemen of Press” (Par); “The 
Quitter” (Col). Well liked and brisk 
biz. $11,200; okay. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Showboat” (U). Not so strong in 
2a week. $11,000; fair. 





LS 


Situation 


Philadelphia, May 28 

Sensational trade at the Fox anda 
fine recovery at the Stanley were 
the features of last week's film 
house business here in Philly. 
Mastbaum continued decidedly off, 
so much so that the management is 
beginning to consider a change in 
policy that will utilize “names” and 
build up stage show. 

Stanley jumped between $6,000 
and $7,000 last week with a re- 
sultant gross of better than $29,- 
000. Most of this was accredited to 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians who, in 
second week, demonstrated that they 
had not lost their old pulling power 
here in town. 

Fox’s week was a riot in several 
ways. The stage bill was darb, with 
Texas Guinan’s Night Club revue, of 
course, getting the main attention. 
Tex was booked in suddenly when 
the Fox people decided to go after 
the opposition with a big smash. 
Picture was “The Far Call,” but it 
did not get much attention. Tex 
had trouble with the censors and 
was credited with putting on the 
hottest show any picture house has 
ever seen here. The gross on the 
week was reported at $35,500, a 
great figure. 

Of the “run” houses, “Noah's Ark,” 
at the Aldine, surprised the talent 
by picking up considerably, so that 
the closing announcement made 
Monday was rescinded later in the 
week. “Desert Song” slid off some 
more in its third week and will call 
it a run this Saturday, with a month 
to its credit. 

The sureseaters, Little and Film 
Guild, had “The Kreutzer Sonata 
and “Secret of the Soul,” reporting 
satisfactory trade. 

Mastbaum is beginning to attract 
attention. Last week, with “The 
Man I Love” as film, and usual 
varied bill in which nothing was 
played up, gross about $45,000. Re- 
cent weekly average has been about 
$10,000 under that of the first month 
or so. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 40-50 -75)— 
“Man I Love” (Par.). Picture 
treated in so-so fashion by critics. 
House still way under former pace 
with $45,000 or thereabouts. 

Stanley (3,800; 35-50-75)—"The 





Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Betrayal” (Par), fair support. Emil 
Jannings, liked here. $7,800; so-so. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50)—‘“One 
Stolen Night” (W-B); vaude. Con- 
tinues to hold own despite ups and 
downs of others in town; good at 
$10,700. 





Circus in Town Cut Down 


Grosses in Baltimore 


Baltimore, May 28. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 


Richard Dix, a hospital patient in 
this city for the past month, made 
his appearance on Lexington street, 
the town’s main film stem, Saturday 
night. Dix and Charles Raymond, 
local general manager for Loew, are 
old friends. 

The circus crippled grosses gen- 
erally here last week. Big top was 
the magnet Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. 

Cool weather, and closing of the 
Pimlico racing season helped mat- 
inees first half, but circus and fail- 
ure of several films to develop b. o. 
building resulted in easing up of the 
b. o. 

Century once more led the pro- 
cession, “Man I Love” matching 
previous week’s draw. “Alibi” failed 
to mal:c the b. o. grade at the Stan- 
ley despite favorable notices. “Co- 
quette” at the upstairs Valencia and 
“Tron Mask” at the uptown Park- 
way showed nothing outstanding. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew)—“The Man I 
Love” (3,200; 25-60). Started off 
big but slowed down. Stage show, 
“Bright Lights,” whipped into shape 
nicely during week here. “Senator” 
Francis Murphy added. $21,000. 
Good but not outstanding. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
—“Alibi’” (U. A.). Drew good no- 
tices and started well. Dropped off 
steadily. No names in picture. Film 
situation similar to “Gentlemen of 
Press,” which, partly because of no 
big picture names, fell down at the 
Century several weeks back. “Alibi” 
about $16,000, not satisfactory. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists)-— 
“Coquette” (1,500; 25-50). Drew 
well at big Stamey, because of ad- 
vance ballyhoo. failed to show sus- 
tained b. 0. power as second run. 
Gross at this upstairs house last 
week below par. $2,700. 

Parkway (Loew - UA) “Tron 
Mask” (1,000; 15-35). About best 
spot in town for a film of this type, 
but failed to click. Circus compe- 
tition 


Pagan” (M-G-M). Ramon Novarro 
film no “wow,” but Waring’s Penn- 
sylvanians in second and last week 
brought business up by leaps to 
$29,000 reported, gain of almost 
$7,000 over band’s first week. 

Aldine (1,500; 50-$1-$2)—‘“Noah’s 
Ark” (W. B., 8th Week). Surprised 
wise boys by demonstrating re- 
cuperative powers. In middle of 
week decided to prolong run by 
another week. Ends this Saturday; 
$15,000. 

Boyd. (2,400; 40 - 50-75) — “The 
Desert Song” (W. B., 3d week). Off 
some more last week. This Satur- 
day will see end of run; $17,000. 
“Show Boat” next. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—"Co- 
quette” (U. A., 24 week). Slumped 
sharply after tremendous start and 
probably won’t get month's run after 
all. This week announced as last. 
Situation parallels that of Fair- 
bank’s “Iron Mask” just before. 
Around $13,500. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—“The Far Call” 
(Fox). Picture lost in shuffle. Texas 
Guinan’s Night Club Revue and 
variety of stage features. Week 
very big with $35,500. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—“Why Be 
Good” (F. N.). Colleen Moore film, 
lately at Stanley, did well in second 
showing. Around $3,500. 


Lippy Titles, but Not 
Dough Overdose in B’klyn 


Brooklyn, May 27. 

Talk about fetching titles here 
last week. “Not Quite Decent” at 
the Fox, and “Why Be Good?” at 
Albee, and “Sex Side of Life” at 
Brooklyn, with “Her Unborn Child” 
at Flatbush. 

Pretty array, but business could 
have been better. 

“Close Harmony” at the Para- 
mount with stage show not so bad 
at $49,300. At Strand “Captive 
Woman” plugged along for $23,600, 
all right here. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount — “Close Harmony” 
(Par) (4,000; 35-50-75). Fair week, 
with stage show. $47,300. 
Strand—‘“Captive Woman” 








(FN) 





hurt, but that wasn’t the 
whole reason. $3,200. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) — “The 
Charlatan” and vaude (2200: 25- 
50). Mystery type of film appealed 


Good at $13,009. 


(2,800; 25-35-50-75). So-so week at 
$23.600. 

Fox—‘Not Quite Decent” (Fox) 
(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). Attractive 
vaude 

Albee—“ Why Be Good?” (RKO) 
(3,248: 35-40-50-60-75). Okay, with 
| vaude, $19,300. 
| Loew's Met — “Voice of City”™ 
}({MGM), dialog (35-40-50-60-75). Ne 
panic, 22,300. 
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SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE 
FOX MOVIETONE 

10 Mins.; Talk 

Gaiety, New York 


Another interesting Movieton 
personality from across the pond 
Sir Arthur, famous first as the cre- 
ator of Sherlock Holmes, grandpop 
of all the modern day fictional 
sleuths, tells how he conceived the 
character 41 years ago. As practi- 
cally all literate people have read 
Sherlock’s adventures, or at least 
know the name as a ready synonym 
for crime detectors, this is solidly 
of human interest. 

Later Sir Arthur branches into 
spiritualism of which, with Sir 
Oliver Lodge, he has been the 
greatest exponent. Explaining that 
this is the big thing in his life, the 
chief interest and motive of his re- 
maining years, the novelist refers to 
his early psychical experiences as 
dating back to 1886. What he says 
on the subject is simply a state- 
ment of affirmation and not of argu- 
ment. He presents no proof except 
his own conviction that spiritual- 
ism is a reality. He speaks without 
the anticipated fanaticism. It is to 
him a sincere subject. But he is no 
monomaniac about his creed. His 
tact is notable. 

Sir Arthur has a cultured and 
agreeable speaking voice and poise 
gained over a long career on the 
lecture platform. 

Setting for the little talk is the 
rustic garden of his country home 
in England. His friendly terrier 
sits the while at his feet and he pats 
it as he speaks. 

This release qualifies as a high 
grade item for audiences of the bet- 
ter type. For the yokelry it will be 
unintelligible. Land. 


FRED ALLEN . 

“Installment Collector” (Comedy) 
PARAMOUNT 

9 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 


Fred Allen is the nut comic from 
vaudeville and now a Broadway 
hit, “The Little Show,” here doing a 
bit of low comedy talk for a Para- 
mount talking short. 

Allen’s role is rather more legiti- 
mate in character than the usual 
nut routine. He is a sort of boob 
rural editor who tries to do his work 
in spite of constant interruptions 
by an installment collector. Collec- 
tor does a foil making his tough de- 
mands to Allen’s flip replies, made 
funny by his helplessness and sup- 
pressed answer. 

Editor has to give up first his 
watch, bought on the payment plan; 
then his coat and vest, and finally 


FOX MOVIETONE NEWS 
Reels 34—A, B and C 

26 Mins. 

Projection Room, N. Y. 


Short on spot news but long on 
interesting and amusing incident. 
Comedy stuff is particularly good. 
Laugh of the issue is one of those 
chats with notables. This time it’s 
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, 70, who 
helped to put the “she” in “fran- 
chise.” Mrs. Catt makes a rather 
ponderous address, and at its con- 
clusion casts a coy and almost flir- 
tatious eye at the camera, which is 
sumptuous. 

Lots of picturesque stuff from the 
Oriental unit. Equivalent of a sand- 
wich man in Kobe ballyhoos his 
wares to the crowd. Foreign lan- 
guage delivered seriously is always 
a laugh to fans. 


A 


Four clips, nine minutes, most of 
it current news. Parade of New 
York police. Fine sight, great band 
effects and nearby shots of Walker, 
ex-Gov. Smith and Whalen. 

Interesting street scenes in Kobe. 
Besides one mentioned, there is a 
conversation between two Jap boys 
on the road near the town. Kids 
sputter back and forth with all the 
solemnity of a supreme court de- 
bate. Geisha girls with their night- 
mare music. 

Shots of the newly arrived for- 
eign beauties, each of whom says a 
few words in her native tongue. 
Pip from one of those south Europe 
trick states is the prize, both for 
looks and manner. 

Good record of the running of the 
Ky. derby in the mud, with dandy 
crowd noise effects and the usual 
drumming of hooves at the finish. 


Six clips in eight minutes. No 
news, but interesting material. 
Ceremonies at the Arlington tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier. Excellent 
bit of military specacle, camera 
trickily set just behind bugler as he 
plays an impressive “Taps,” with a 
squad of marines at “Present.” 
Series of records of native wild 
birds at close range, taken in a bird 
sanctuary in Ithaca, N. Y. Fine, 
clear camera and sound record as 
birds sway on tree branches and 
sing. No indication of cages and, 
for all the screen shows, might have 
been done in the woods. 

Myriads of herring seeking fresh 
water inlets and are snared for can- 
ning. Fish are so thick in shallows 
that sound of boiling water is like 
escaping steam. Group of shots of 
women in sports—Helen Wills in 
tennis rally, Mureen Orcutt driving 





his trousers. For the finale he re- 
treats behind an outspread umbrella 
to talk to a woman visitor. Sallies 
are funny, with good humorous sit- 
uation, but the finish is weak. 
Acceptable comedy short with this 
reservation: talk is pretty fast for 
the average fans, and the action 
itself is not intrinsically comic. 
Rush. 


JAMES BARTON 
“After Seven” (Comedy) 
15 Mins.; Paramount 
Virginia, Atlantic City 

James Barton is credited with 
writing this one and S. Jay Kauf- 
man with directing. It’s probably 
the latter’s break-in effort in mak- 
ing talking comedy shorts. It’s a 
weak sister in every way and will 
do Barton more harm than good 
in, those off the beaten track spots 
where it will most likely’ be 
screened. Not a good laugh in it, 
Barton evidently being careful to 
conserve his best vaude and pro- 
duction material. 

Comic hoofer is in blackface, 
opening and closing in a Harlem 
night club. Idea is to show how he 
jumps from a mop swinger to 
leading song and dance attraction 
in the joint. In between are a street 
and other rapidly changing discon- 
nected scenes employing crowds 
that mean nothing. Among these 
are a poolroom crap game all devoid 
of humor. 

Barton sings one of his old 
standbys, “Waiting for the Evening 
Mail,” neatly and following a whirl- 
wind pivot dance contest in which 
colored couples do their stuff, Bar- 
ton goes into his shuffle dance 
briefly. All the dances are tapless, 
leaving them all visual and punch- 
less. 


“DAISY BELL” 


Song. 
PARAMOUNT CARTOON 
7 Mins. 

Rialto, New York. 


An animated sound cartoon that 
should be liked’ anywhere there is 
an audience believing cat-calling 
and mauling on the back fence is 
funny. It’s a standard of vaude- 
ville ossified fun, this cat-meowing. 

Here the cartoon cat goes night 
hawking along a back fence for a 
feline companion. The usual pail of 
water, bulldog, etc. 

After that another of the Para- 
mount bouncing ball songs, “Daisy 
Bell.” At ihe Rialto Thursday 
night, opening of “Cocoanuts,” with 
a $3 premiere scale, many of the 
audience joined iu ihe chorus with 
out invitation. 

That was much funnier than the 
cartoon, Sime. 





golf ball, etc.—for filler. 

Capital bit from Orient. Chinese 
beaux and belles dancing in Shang- 
hai hotel to American jazz orches- 
tra, with American blues singer do- 
ing his stuff as they one-step. 

British marines in spectacular 
drill representing transport of gun 
carriage and gun across 40-foot gap 
supposed to be a stream. Men 
swing over on rope suspended from 
sloping spar, rig sort of overhead 
trolley line and gun is carried over 
bit by bit. e 


Six clips in nine minutes. One of 
King George’s sons visits Mikado’s 
brother in Yokohama and is escort- 
ed in state to military maneuvers. 
Formal stuff. 

Dandy pictorial record of sham 


battle at Newport, R. IL, naval 
training station. Bluejackets in 
night maneuvers under flares. 


Racket of musketry fire and artillery 


of ships punctuated by spirited 
bugle calls. Then the Mrs. Catt 
interview. 


Shots of a girl who runs a sheep 
ranch in Texas, Toots Dunagan by 
name, and the cutest thing imagi- 
nable with her drawling speech, 
dressed in overalls and working 
among her stock. Views of sheer- 
ing by power clippers and other 
atmosphere. 

Good comedy item in three broth- 
ers West of Los Angeles. They 
weigh 1,231 in total, each of them 
near the 400-lb. mark. Comedy 
speech by each as they appear in 
bathing suits. Then one by one they 
dive off spring-board into swimming 
pool. Great bit of banana peel hu- 
mor and a sure laugh from movie 
audiences. Rush. 


JAPANESE SCENES 
FOX MOVIETONE 
10 Mins.; Travelog 
Gaiety, New York 


Some of this stuff has been used 
in a weekly release of Fox Movitone 
Newsreel but most of it appears to 
be new. It constitutes an extremely 
interesting collation of Japanese 
clips with a couple from China. 

Japanese children in school, pic- 
nicking, singing, at play, and quite 
comical. It all provides reliable 


entertainment. Sound effects excel- 
lent. 
Number concludes with three 


Chinese young ladies, one a diplo- 
mat’s daughter, who display the old 
and new styles in Chinese coiffures. 
the girl who acts as interlocutor 
speaks a clear, pure, grammatically 
perfect English. The others speak 
Mhinace 

A release of this character has it 
all over studio song and dance. 
i Land, 











LILLIAN ROTH 
and Piano Boys 

PARAMOUNT 

10 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 


Lillian Roth started in vaudeville, 
to which she makes periodic returns. 
In between she goes into musical 
comedies or,revues. 

Novelty background here for two 
numbers in the “blues’-jazz classi- 
fication, trimly handled in Miss 
Roth's suave style. Opening shows 
pianist at keyboard, and piano is 
disclosed as a gigantic affair with 
a band of 10 men planted on its top. 

While they play spirited jazz, 
camera takes impressionistic shots; 
mirror trick shows multiplate slid- 
ing trombones for a musical pas- 
sage where the instrument is promi- 
inent; same treatment for three 
cornets, which become a score or so. 
Other similar camera novelties of 
same sort. 

Miss Roth appears in evening 
frock and goes into “Walking With 
My Sweetness” for verse and two 
choruses, shot closing in for close- 
up. Flash goes to her feet as she 
does mild steps. Then into “Watch 
My Baby Walk,” which doesn’t 
bring out her band technique as 
well. 

Arrangement is rather routine 
and doesn’t help the singer’s per- 
sonality, while band and novel back- 
ground give the subject importance. 
Did moderately well here, but 
scarcely did justice to the girl's 
possibilities. Rush. 


PALM BEACH FOUR 
VITAPHONE NO. 794 
Five Mins. 

Virginia, Atlantic City. 

Quartet of musicians playing 
guitars and harmonizing pop vocals 
in agreeable fashion, wearing tuxes 
and working neatly in a garden set. 
Steel guitars are among the in- 
struments that record well on wax, 
and these boys, using special ar- 
rangements, know their instru- 
ments. 

Close-ups of two of the boys at a 
time show each displaying some 
fine pick work on the strings. While 
the three pop tunes employed have 
about outlived their usefulness, this 
short will find favor spotted early 
on neighborhood house programs 
generally. 


BROADWAY 


ALL DIALOG 
(With Songs) 

Universal production and release. 
Adapted from the Phil Dunning and George 
Abbott stage smash by Edward T. Lowe, 
Jr., and Charles Furthman, with the entire 
Phil Dunning dialog transferred to screen. 
Directed by Paul Fejos; Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., associate. Glenn Tryon, Merna Ken- 
nedy, Evelyn Brent and Otis Harlan fea- 
tured. Players from original cast of stage 
play in this picture; Thomas E. Jackson 
and Paul Porcash. Sounded on Western 
Blectric process (Fox-Case Movietone). 
Technicolor in final scene. Music by Con 
Conrad, Archie Goettler and Sidney 
Mitchell. Published by DeSyliva, Hen- 
derson & Brown, Synchronization and 
score by Howard Jackson. Dance num- 
bers staged for screen by Maurice L. 
Kusell, Gus Arnheim and Cocoanut Grove 
orchestra, Los Angeles, in cabaret scenes. 
Opened at Globe (legit), New York, May 
27, at $2.50 top; twice daily on run. Run- 
ning time, 105 minutes. 





Roy Lane....... ecocseccececess Glen Tryon 
POOF be ccocvowseces seeee+sEvelyn Brent 
Billie Moore.....seceeeesss Merna Kennedy 
Dan McCorn..... ee .-Thomas E. Jackson 
Steve Crandall....... Seeecceces Robert Ellis 
**Porky’’ Thompson. ......2+++-- Otis Harlan 
Nick Verdia. ....... eeeeeecess: Paul Porcash 
Lil Rice........ seecececeseees+Marion Lord 
Mose Leavett....... eeecveteccccs Fritz Feld 
‘Scar’? Edwards...........-..Leslie Fenton 
ee eee ere eseeeees- Arthur Hausman 
TOO vocccccecece Ceeercscccceres George Davis 
Mazie ccccccccccccccess betty Franciico 
Ruby...seee Ceeccccccecccceces Edythe Flynn 
ABR Js cticcces eeeccecesessssFlorence Dudley 
GIGS. ccccceces Ce cceccccsecers Ruby McCoy 





Universal may be thankful there 
is but one “Broadway.” That saves 
and makes this unusually good pro- 


duction, opening Monday at the 
Globe on the legit scale, twice 
daily. It will do business there and 


do plenty in the regular picture 
houses, giving Universal a score of 
two in a row for the pop price pal- 
aces. Other is U’s “Show Boat.” 
At present in many towns it is 
equalling or bettering the record 
run of Warners’ “Singing Fool.” 

Phil Dunning wrote material for 
a dozen pictures when he wrote 
“Broadway.” “Broadway” was 
Dunning’s show: George Abbott got 
credit and royalty for some con- 
struction work upon it. If Dunning 
was paid royalty for the pictures 
preceding “Broadway,” with base 
ideas stolen from it, he might have 
enough money to become a picture 
producer himself, since U paid 
$200,000 for the screen rights to his 
smash. 

Despite the lifts and with a 
couple or more pictures almost 
direct copies in some ways, “Broad- 
way” on the film will get over be- 
cause it has a thrill tenseness about 
it, runs nicely and without padding, 
speeds up as it goes along, holds 
comedy from dialog mostly and 
some from situation, and, besides, 
though closely following the orig- 
inal, has been made in the picture 


ray. 

No sobbing over “Broadway”; you 
laugh, worth. much more, despite 
the belief of the sobbing reviewing 
sisters. When the intermission sign 
at the Globe flashed it seemed as 
though that slide brought the au- 
dience out of their suspense, for 
suspense was hanging heavy right 
there. 





a play will not enter here; it must 


be as good and better as a picture, 
judged by this guy, who did not see 
the stage show, Asa melodrama with 
music the screen play expands ’way 
beyond the stage production in the 
musical end, and likely also in the 
melodramatic portion with its street 
scenes. Finest of these is a dupli- 
cate of Broadway at Times Square, 
from a miniature. Through Broad- 
way strides a big bronze Demon 
Rum, and the picture starts right 
out of this scene, starting before the 
slide details arrive. That same 
scene is often thrown upon the sheet 
during the hour and three-quarters 
the picture takes. 

Excellent casting, with two 
creators of the stage roles, especially 
Thomas E. Jackson, who became so 
marked in the play and will be as 
much so here. 

U’s own film players hold the 
leads, with Glenn Tyron as the hick 
hoofer. Tryon does nobly, discount- 
ing the singing and dancing sus- 
picion. Evelyn Brent will probably 
be first choice for good acting, with 
Merna Kennedy doing her little bit 
mildly as the hoofer’s partner. 
Robert Ellis as the heavy runs 
alongside Jackson for realism. Paul 
Porcash, the other original, also was 
as wisely chosen for the hard role 
of the cafe proprietor. 

Paul Fejos directed, with much 
judgment, if little novelty. His 
work and the cutting, however, do 
much to make this film. 

A magnificent set, interior of a 
nite club, made on a lavish and ex- 
tended scale, holds most of the ac- 
tion. Numbers nicely staged in 
workmanship shape, considering all 
long shots, with dressing room 
scenes, besides a couple of hair- 
pulling fights between choristers, 
Picture’s ballad, “The Song of 
Love,” sounds very good among the 
five songs and a likely seller, while 
“Broadway” is a fast number that 
should get over. 

“The final scene of a carnival night 

in the cabaret was done in Tech- 
nicolor, giving a corking finish to 
a corking picture. Sime. 


THE COCOANUTS 


(ALL DIALOG) 
(With Songs) 
Paramount production and release. 
ring Four Marx Brothers, with Mary Eaton 
and Oscar Shaw. Screen adapted by Mor- 
ris Ryskind from the musical production of 
same title; book written by George Kauf- 
man. Special songs for film by Irving Ber- 
lin. Made at the Paramount Long Island 
studios; produced (directed) by Monta Bell 
with James R. Cowan assoc. prod. Num- 
bers directed by Joseph Santley and Robert 
Florey as film director. Cameraman, George 
Folsey. Opening on grind run at Rialto, 
New York, May 24. Running time, 90 min- 
utes. 


Star- 


BIAMME?. cccccccccesccesecess Groucho Marx 
Harpo....+.. Coccvccceteececces Harpo Marx 
CHICO. crcccccccsccessecesocsceces Chico Marx 
Jamison..... Cocececees esecccccee Zeppo Marx 
PORT vb cpcccecevoccdbedecstcccoce Mary Eaton 






Penelope .Katherine Francis 
Mrs. Potter....:ees odeoes Margaret Dumont 
VMtes. .ccccccccccescccseveseccess Cyril Ring 
FIOMMOSSY .. ec cccccccccveccees Basil Ruysdael 
Bell Captain. .cccccccccssccccsess Sylvan Lee 
DOQMNCETS,. oc cccccocccogeds Gamby-Hale Girls, 


Allan K. Foster Girls 





“The Cocoanuts” is a comedy hit 
for the regular picture’ houses. 
That’s all it has—comedy—but 
that’s enough. This picture may be 
gone for heavily as a laugh, for it 
is that, with the Marx Brothers the 
laugh and the picture. 

Here is a musical talker with the 
musical background, music, songs 
and girls, taken from the Sam H. 
Harris Broadway stage success with 
the Marxes also starred in that. 
Everything is there but nothing 
comes out, excepting the four Marx 
comedians. 

Comedy plenty, low comedy, too, 
perhaps -the best thing the screen 
can sell today besides s. a. And 
laughs from dialog, laughs from the 
brothers, so many laughs someone 
forgot to time them for overdraught. 
Groucho is always talking right into 
his laughs, killing the immediate 
ensuing dialog which might also 
hold another giggle. If Julius isn’t 
talking too fast for the sticks, this 
may be more manifest there. But 
if his talk isn’t too fast and overflip 
for the yokes, then the countryside 
is in for a good time when “Cocoa- 
nuts” comes to town. 

Mary Eaton and Oscar Shaw as 
the juves mean nothing. Miss 
Eaton was badly dealt with on pro- 
file with plenty of the side views. 
She’s no look panic here full face 
either. Mr. Shaw has little and 
does it but fairly. And the others 
don’t matter, except those brothers. 

Groucho (Julius) always around 
and talking as he did in the stage 
show. Arthur (Harpo) that ador- 
able pantomimist, does his work 
with craftmanship, also making it 
again apparent that the harp is the 
most faithfully reproduced instru- 
ment the sounder has yet discov- 
ered. Chico (Leo) likewise has his 
own score and more of the comedy 
end than usually falls to this foil. 
While his piano bit displayed that 
Chico was the only one of the broth- 
ers who thought to time his ap- 
plause by a bow, first fishing for it 
with a wide smile and look toward 
the front. Smart kid. Zeppo had 
to be straight here all of the while. 

In production and technically, up 
again is the matter of ensembles. 
Forty-eight girls, divided between 
Foster’s and Gamby-Hale’s, worked 
very well but couldn’t be placed 
properly in the focus. When the 
full 48 were at work only 40 could 





be seen and those behind the first 
line could be seen but dimly. in 


Whether “Broadway” was seen as one scene of six abreast on a close- 


up but four and one-half were in 


> 


sight. While to get a larger reveal. 
ment long shots had to be utilizea, 
ruining those scenes, leaving the 
physical illusion a total blank. An 
eight-group of girl bellhops did 
nicely, always in close-ups. 

Only effect of near-novelty was an 
above shot on the ballet girls, 
thrown head on toward the audi- 
ence. This was much liked by the 
house. 

Sound reproduction okay as the 
rule with a bit of muffling now and 
then. Miss Eaton’s poor vocal re- 
cording might be blamed by several 
on the equipment, but Miss Eaton's 
canned voice is at fault. 

Only Berlin song of merit is the 
theme number, “When Our Dreams 
Come True,” good enough musically 
to gain a sale but as trite in idea 
as the title suggests. 

“Cocoanuts” is set in a Florida 
development hotel barren of guests. 
Groucho is the fast thinking and 
talking boniface. A couple of slick- 
ers, girls, bathing beach, etc., some 
undressing but no s. a. 

This is a picture where the com- 
edy must make it stand up. It will. 

Sime. 





Fox Movietone Follies 


(OF 1929) 
(ALL DIALOG) 


Fox production and release. Worde and 
music by Conrad, Mitchell and Gottler. 
Dialog by William K. Wells. Directed by 
David Butler and Marcel] Silver. Camera- 
man, Charles Van Enger. Numbers staged 
by Fanchon and Marco. At Roxy, New 
York, week May 25. Running time, 80 mins. 


George Shelby.....cssseseeees John Breeden 
Lila Beaumont....... $006 Sowsbead Iola Lane 
Jay Darrell....... eovesssDe Witt Jennings 
Ann Foster..... Ccccecccccoes RASOR LIU 
Al Leaton.....cececcecesess+--Arthur Stone 
Swifty........0. deotenececes ee Dee 
Martin.......seee. ecccccceee Warren Hymer 
Stawe MAanager....ecserecses Archie Gottler 
Orchestra Leader. ....seesee+++> Arthur Kay 
ED Maire. ccccesecccisecvace Mario Dominicl 


SONG AND DANCE NUMBERS 
Sue Carol 
Lola Lane 
Sharon Lynn 
Dixie Lee 
Melva Cornell 


David Perey 

David Rollins 
Bobby Burns 

Frank Richardson 
Henry M. Mollandin 
Paula Langlen Frank La Mont 
Carolynne Snowden Stepin Fetchit 
Jeanette Dancey 





Considered as a pioneer effort, Fox 
“Movietone Follies” is a success, al- 
though Fox wisely elected not to try 
a $2 run. It’s good entertainment 
all the way and occasionally ar- 
resting in its implications of the 
possibilities to come. Within the 
necessary limitations of a _ two- 
dimension medium the numbers, 
specialties and song and dance stulf 
comes through very well. This, too, 
with none of the principals trained 
musical comedy personalities. 

Photography seems dead, but here 
it must be remembered that a4 
cameraman these days is pretty 
thoroughly handcuffed. One bit done 
in technicolor offers a variant from 
the black and white but achieves 
little itself. Sound and dialog re- 
cording is clear, and the production 
has the advantage of imaginatively 
conceived sets, costuming and en- 
semble. 

Fox in casting followed its tradi- 
tional custom of sticking to the 
home lot. Sue Carol, David Rol- 
lins, Stepin Fetchit, Sharon Lynr, 
Carolynne Snowden, Dixie Lee, Ar- 
thur Stone and Warren Hymer are 
members of the Fox stock company, 
with some others of the cast prob- 
ably under’ term contracts also. 
Absence of names or reputations 
among the players seems remark- 
able for a first try in a new direc- 
tion, as it gives the production no 
auxiliary drawing power. 

It requires little divination to for- 
see that the Fox “Follies” is going 
to have its greatest appeal in the 
smaller communities. 

“The Breakaway” and “Walkin’ 
with Susie” are the big numbers. 
Former’ is a dance-song along the 
lines of “Kinkajou” and “Varsity 
Drag.” “Susie” is a minstrel num- 
ber along stage band lines with 
cakewalk, strut, etc. 

Touch of Fanchon and Marco is 
apparent throughout production. 
Numbers represent carefully planned 
and rehearsed work nicely balanced 
to the requirements of the camera 
and microphone. 

Wisp of a story. A young Vir- 
ginian sells his plantation and 
comes north to marry his sweetie. 
She is in the chorus of a new show 
about to open and refuses to quit 
the theatre to settle down as a wife. 

Chagrined by her refusal to chuck 
everything and go to the parson’s, 
young man buys the controlling in- 
terest in the show and fires her. 
She refuses to quit and says he can- 
not fire her. 

“Why not?” he demands. 

“Because Equity won’t let you,” 
she retorts. 

“Who's he?” demands the hick. 

Most of the action and the “Fol- 
lies” part of the picture represents 
the opening night of the revue. 
Scenes backstage for color, by-play, 
comedy and intermittent resumption 
of the Virginia romance. Most of 
the stuff is photographed from the 
audience sector. 

Couple of brief blackouts in the 
revue. Daniel Boone gag about the 
shotgun marriage is used. Princi- 
pally “The Follies” consists entirely 
of song and dance with a little 
pageantry. This throws the burden 
on personality. 

Sue Carol takes first honors, her 
performance being the more notable 
as she has no stage experience. 
Needs dancing lessons if to continue 
as a musical ingenue, as faking will 
not suflice indefiniiely. 


Warner Hymer makes a stage 





(Continued on page 26) 
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rH SPARACING 


fred waring’s 


sincere appreciation is hereby expressed to 


RADIO PICTURES, and to MR. JOSEPH SCHNITZER and to MR. ROBERT KANE, for their firm belief in the adaptability 
of WARING’S PENNSYLVANIANS as the star attraction for the sound picture “SYNCOPATION.” To the great personnel 
of the R-K-O organization for its co-operation, diligent distribution and titanic exploitation. To the exhibitors of the 
country for their confidence in our box office value. To the VICTOR TALKING MACHINE COMPANY for its tremen- 
dous co-operative campaign. To GEORGE CHOOS for visioning our production merit and starring us for a splendid season 
in the musical comedy “HELLO YOURSELF”’—and to his own boys, whose loyalty and tireless efforts have made 
possible the success enjoyed by the 


pennsylvanians 


NOW ON VACATION 
Reopening at the Chicago Theatre, Chicago, Beginning June 21, for 4 Weeks 
NEW PERMANENT ADDRESS 

















Exclusive Representative 1697 BROADWAY Tel. COLumbus 0329-0330 
JOHN O’CONNOR NEW YORK CITY Cable Address “‘Teloconnor’’ 
VICTOR RECORDS BUESCHER INSTRUMENTS 
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ERE MEANT 
FOR ME!” 


All America is singing the hit songs 
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IT’S MUSIC TO THE BOX-OFFICE 
WHEN YOU PLAY 
THE BROADWAY MELODY 


5th MONTH ASTOR, N. Y., at $2 
5th MONTH GRAUMAN’S CHINESE, LOS ANGELES, at $2 
6 WEEKS DETROIT, CHICAGO, PITTSBURGH, BALTIMORE, MILWAUKEE, BUFFALO 
4 WEEKS WASHINGTON, D. C., ROCHESTER, BOSTON 

2nd MONTH COLUMBIA, SAN FRANCISCO, at $2 
3 WEEKS OMAHA, ATLANTA 


THE TRIAL OF MARY DUGAN 


3rd MONTH EMBASSY, N. Y., at $2 mo. 
3rd WEEK OF EXTENDED RUN LOS ANGELES  \qhe WeO"9, cc sat 


THE IDLE RICH— 
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Nation-wide release June 15th 
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Spoor s Mammoth Screen Is Shown 
By RCA Photophone Demonstration 





Wednesday, May 29, 1929 





RCA Photophone gave a semi- | ther » are few indoor places in the 
public demonstration in its New! Country capable of accomodating a 
York studios of the George K. Spoor- | Screen of such dimensions outside ot 
John J. Berggren magnified screen COM ERIIEN halls. — 
combined with the same inventors’ Preceding the demonstration ot 


three - dimension projection and the wide ecreen 1 sample of the 
hooked up with the RCA Photo- “Lady Fingers” ensemble was pro- 
phone sound. Demonstration was| jected by standard frame. The 
with special reference to claims smaller picture was a meaningless 
made by the interests concerned of | ™nature, mere jumble of masses of 
important ensemble effects. people, and the sudden switch to the 

To this end screen and sound rec- | 52-foot sheet was a startling con- 
ord had been made of the first act | ‘St. ‘ 
of “Lady Fingers,” musical, current The new system, said an an- 
in New York. This record, running nouncement, “marks an important 
45 minutes, was projected before an forward step in ultimately bringing 
invited audience. life-like, full stage musical comedies 

While no claim is now made that|2"24 dramatic productions to the 
the device is commercially perfected, talking motion picture screen,” a 
the demonstration did make it clear| Prediction which seemed on the 
that there are possibilities for broad basis of the demonstration to be 
sereen uses for the invention. quite within reason. 

Projection was upon a screen 30 No color photography was em- 
feet high and 52 feet wide, an ex- ployed in the musical comedy 
panse equal to the proscenium | POrtion. 
opening of a large stage. In this - 


enormous field of vision a whole} Cameramen Protest Long 


musical comedy company, including a 
perhaps eight principals and a| Hours as Studio Breach 
chorus of 24, was projected with 
each figure of the two score or so in : cage: 
view having the clarity and detail of Cameramen’'s Union charges num- 
a semi-closeup as given in a stand-| Tous violations in sound studios of 
ard screen frame. the recent agreement signed by 

Sound reproduction was a little them with the producers. Major- 
“raw” in the vast studio, but syn- ity of complaints refer to camera- 
chronization was flawless and there|™e" Working on features without 
was a fair illusion of reality, except being under contract for six months 
that in such a mass of an ensemble, me ye ' \ at att P 
identity of individuals rather flat- S @ alse cnarge ne matter © 
tened out. It may have been either maximum working hours has been 
a defect in subject or something in- | 8"e@tly exceeded. Laber Sgrecmen’ 
herent in the new technique. specifies that cameramen shall not 

Subject shown was scarcely more work —— than $@ hours - week, or 
than a nominal experiment. Azc-|°™ Sunday, without an eight-hour 


" period of rest intervening. 
go cama Nghe wee poe RCA Union officials claim many assist- 
ag i oe - aaa . nese ti as pomanr ants were forced to work as high as 
rae Ghisnme wpe gh rete acon 19 hours a day every day during the 
gren plant is located, and the print Gret week of the cameramea-pro- 


satuenné Grad izati om ducers agreement. Trouble seems 
urned, synchronization was COm-| +. originate mostly with lesser offi- 
pleted in 36 hours. 


cials of studios rather than with 
Potentialities the responsible heads. 
In the very nature of the experi- 
ment, the demonstration was merely ° 
an effort to point to the potentiali- Small Only Making One, 
ties of the technique of widened Not Four, for Columbia 
screen, announcements stressing that 
what already has been accomplished Los Angeles, May 28. 
by Spoor and Berggren is now under Edward Small will not produce 
development also by the laboratory) fur pictures for Columbia as ar- 
engineers of the radio company sup-|T@ ged six months ago. He will 
plemented by General Electric and|°Mly make one, “The Cradle. of 
Westinghouse staff specialists. Jazz” starring Belle Baker, which 
It is upon the promise of un-| 89¢S into production July 15. 
usual effects in ensemble groupings| “Bed of Innocence,” starring 
(together with special handling for| Nazimova and to have been the 
news events for the topicals as well} Second of the Small series, has been 
as for dramatic subjects) that RCA| Called off with Small reported to 
people lay emphasis, making no be negotiating with Tiffany-Stahl 
claims for the present perfection of | t? release this one. “The Broadway 
the device for commercial uses. Hoofer,” third of the series, will be 
Company claims are moderate as| S0ld to Columbia, made and released 
to the third dimension of sterescopic| by that organization. 
guality, and the demonstration did mae ee 
not go far in this direction. Some MECHANICAL INSPECTORS 
fine scenic angles were contained in Los Angeles, May 28. 
a second subject—views of Niagara RCA is now working to perfect a 
etal om yd go Ange beter small reproducing machine to an- 
achieved by experts in “flat” motion oer tae ape Surpene 6 cranes ga 94 
Sabemnnainer oman vty Seng She nates | tion machines now being used in 
shots with ae ed Pe! film exchange offices and theatre 
¥ projection rooms to look over silent 
Apparatus is adaptable to a screen release prints. 
up to 70 feet in width, although It has not been determined 


—— —- - —~ eee | Whether the new machine will be 
interchangeable for the reproducing 


It’s Summer Soon of sound tracks other than the 
Photophone system. 


RUBE WOLF | COLUMBIA’S FATHER’S DAY 
Columbia is instigating a nation- 
aT —— 





Los Angeles, May 28. 

















wide tie-up during the week of June 
16 (Father’s Day), in connection 
with its picture, “Father and Son.” 
Columbia is angling to get mer- 
asl 4" | Chants to advertise their wares in 
| connection with the picture, while 
| they advertise their picture in con- 
| nection with the merchants wher- 
| ever the picture is playing. 


| 
Reeve in St. L., McCarthy N. Y. 


| Los Angeles, May 28 
Arch Reeve, head of Paramount 
| studio publicity, accompanied by 
| Tom Baily and William Wright, will 
be in charge of this company’s St. 
| Louis convention June 15. 
| Reeve and aids leave here June 
| 12. New York convention will be 
handled by Charlie McCarthy and 
William Holman, 
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in 20th Week “Show Boat” at Pop Scale 
9 ~ San Francisco, May 23 
Loew o tate “Show Boat” opened here at Cali- 
| fornia theatre at popular prices. 
Los Angeles | Advertising that San Francisco gets 


’ 


Thanks, FANCHON and MARCO |} 2° popuiur prices what Los Aiigelcs 


| New York and other cities paid $2 


i te see, 
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za = Blumenthal realtor | 


William Fox, sailed Saturday 
y overseas 


for a month's sta 


r ' . . . . ‘ ‘ ’ 
another on the continen 


Fox is denied at his ritzy of- 





fices in the Hotel Ambassado = 
There the confidence is T 8’ Third Di 
“Blumey is just dead tired ; a” $ v¢ mension 


i 
and had to get away. The trip | 














that it has perfected a third dimen- 


sion which necessitates only an at- 
tachment on the projection machine, 
not altering any standard mechan- 
ism now used in shooting or pro- 
jecting 


9 The company, Cook says, will li- 
ecense other producers to use its 


process along lines similar to those 
pursued by the electrics with the 
talker systems 

The third dimension is the same 


Different Fox Theatre which Tiffany-Stahl exhibited in 
U nits Will Apportion various cities several years ago only 


with basic changes reached through 

4 experimentation during the past 
Pictures Under New Plan year in the company’s Detroit lab- 
yratory 





Los Angeles, May 238. a 
Jack Sullivan, appointed general Cla k-McCullough R d 
film buyer for all of the William r ecor 
Fox theatre circuits, has gone east —_——— 
to take over the position. Sullivan 


has been a film exchange man out Clark and McCullough completed 


here, very well known, — their final talking short for Fox at 
It is said that with Sullivan buy- | » 


; ; sdb ~~ | 2 a m. Saturday morning. At 7 
ing pictures for all William Fox Dp. m. of the same day the picture 
theatres, each of the several circuits | wa. previewed. It represented a 
owned by Fox will make its OWN | record in production, having been 
date selections. ‘ _ |made in seven days, a new short 

Regular meetings will be held, it | time count for a short on the Fox 
is reported, by Sullivan with the 


Ol. 
heads of the Fox units, unless it ee open this Friday at the 
should be decided that the picture | warfield, San Francisco, playing 
dates may be made by mail. The/| one week for Fox at $4,000. This 
story states there will be no alloca- | winds the boys up with Fox both 
tion of pictures by the home office | on pictures and theatre work. 
without regard to the desires of the Negotiations are now on between 


Los Angeles, May 28. 








units. Clark and McCullough and a couple 
aad of major producers, calling for their 
Rothstein Yarn services in a full-length feature. 
Los Angeles, May 23 
Pathe has bought “The Big Shot,” $1,000 for Markey 
by Ben Hecht and Charlie Mc- Los Angeles, May 23. 
Arthur. Tale is said to be based Harry Cohn, vice-president and 
on the life of Arnold Rothstein. | general manager for Columbia, is 
Paul Stein will direct. spreading himself in seenario writ- 
Picture will be made both east/ers. Gene Markey is now on this 
and west, for the first time, so far | payroll at $1,000 a week, 
as known, that two sets of tech- It's the highest salary Columbia 


nicians will work on the recording, | has ever paid a scenarist. In the 
New Yorkers not following the/ past the writers have worked here 
troupe west. by script, never on a weekly basis. 





| Do you KNOW BLUMEY? Expose of Talker-Making by 


is for vacation only.” On Royalty License. 


: Tiffany-Stahl, according to Grant} 
| L. Cook, treasurer and active head, 
| within a few weeks will announce 
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wee inacamset sueo: || Film Fan Mags Costs Exhibs 
Piatto on seem | In Sticks Money and Worries 


Providence, May 28 
If film fan magazines and other 


}such embryonic publications persist 


in continuing their present attitude 
of giving the public the inside oa 
all films the future of the industry 
stands to suffer accordingly. 

Such is the outlook placed by to- 
cal exhibs. 

Providence exhibitors see every 
indication of a menace to pictures 
if these magazines continue expos- 
ing the tricks of the trade, espe- 
cially “voice-doubling” in talkers 

Since fan magazines began mak- 
ing a fetish of exposing ‘‘voice- 
doubling” exhibitors claim they 
have an entirely new twist to deal 
with, and there's nothing they can 
do about it Correcting this evil 
can only be done in Hollywood, 
where they say it originates. 

The situation ag outlined here re- 
veals that Hollywood publicity men 
in playing up the talkers usually 
flood the country with elaborate 
ballyhoo, laying a great deal of 
emphasis on the fact that the voice 
of a favorite star will be heard, 
either in a singing or talking role. 
This ballyhoo is fed out to the pub- 
lic in generous portions and fans 
are given the impression that a big 
treat is in store for them. 

Through some fault of those who 
double or know about the doubling 
this leaks out and gets into the fan 
magazines. 

Hurts B. O. 

The result is hurting the box of- 
fice and raising cain with exhibitors 
who are forever being put on the 
pan by scores of patrons, the locals 
say. In communities the size of 
Providence there is apt to be more 
of a kick registered from the fan - 
element because the house manager 
seems to have a closer contact with 
his patrons, which may not be true 
of a metropolis 

Local exhibitors have made a 
casual survey as to the cause of 
this novel panning. They have 
found that primarily the cause liea 
in the fact that the fan of today 
has received what they term “pic- 
ture education” due principally te 
the revelations of the fan maga- 
zines 

There’s no breaking down this 
barrier, in their opinion, unless 
‘Hollywood publicity artists muffle 
their barks or the film industry is 
able, in some way, to muzzle the 
undesirable information. 





—— ee 











DOROTHY 


The John Held, Jr., Flapper 


of 


| “HELLO YOURSELF” 


and the “Dumb Dora” Peggy 
of the Sound Production 


“SYNCOPATION” 


Returns Home to California to Play the 
Comedienne Role in the Forthcoming 
Version of 


“RIO RITA” 


Exclusive Management 


JOHN O’CONNOR 
1697 Broadway, New York 


Tel. COLumbus 0329-0330 
Cable Address “Teloconneor” 
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18 VARIETY 


Mechanicians of Theatre Stand 


Advancement Chance, Publix Says’ 


Publix Opinion, the confidential safely progressing for the 
house organ of Publix Theatres, out greatest common good, and no 

eek! } ‘ organization or individual, no 
weekly says > se ssl : 

—— , ma che presen | ” matter how important, is strong 
that anyone connected with a the- enough to prevent it. The wel- 
atre who knows the show busipess fare of the many transcends the 
has a chance for advancement in selfish interests of the few. 

No matter what your niche 


this day of theatre operation. 


The editorial in full reads 


These Changing Times— 


and You! 


Show business never before 
has had the potentialities of 
stability that face it today. 

It is true that now there is 
constant and spectacular change. 
To some it brings disaster, and 
to others it brings the height of 
fortune. Some will be found 
unfitted to meet the new re- 
quirements—and others will be 
eminently able. 

What are you doing to con- 
form most desirably to the 
changes that are coming—that 
are here? is the important 
problem, 

Never before have there been 
so many compelling reasons for 
you to be known at your best. 
There are now important per- 
sonages at the helm of the in- 
dustry who are new to many 
of its faces and phases. These 
men are important to your wel- 
fare—but perhaps they have 
never heard of you. 

Whatever your talents are, 
now, of all times, is the moment 
when they should stand forth 
by performance in all possible 
brilliance, 

As a bit of friendly advice to 
everyone in the industry, Publix 
Opinion urges from its observa- 
tion post at the sources of in- 
formation, that you adopt a tol- 
erant attitude towards changes 
that hurt, and an enthusiastic 
spirit: towards the helpful pos- 
sibilities. Show business is now 


in show business is today, if 
you have the will you will stand 


a better chance for personal 
progress than ever before. 
Stagehands, musicians, projec- 
tionists, managers, or perform- 


ers of experience have a valu- 
able asset in their experience. 
This experience is enormously 
important to the coming new 
order of things. 

In Publix alone there are 
countless former stagehands, 
musicians, operators, and per- 
formers who are now execu- 
tives earning more than they 
ever did.in their old job. The 
need for experienced showman- 
ship is greater today than ever. 


Where is the help coming 
from? From the ranks of cold 
newcomers to the _ business? 


Mr. Sam Katz does not. think 
so. He thinks it will come 
from the theatre—whether the 


showman is a former stage- 
hand or musician or usher, 
makes no difference if he has 


the “feel” of the theatre and 
the public. Only a love for 
show business and years of ex- 
perience can give that “feel” 
which spells expert, under- 
standing showmanship. 

Musicians, stagehands, pro- 
jectionists and performers have 
it invariably. These will ac- 
quire new and specialized added 
knowledge and _training—and 
the demand for more and better 
manpower in the operating end 
of show business will have been 
met, Mr. Katz believes. 





sal in Brazil, 
confer with N. L. 





Manheim. 


Al Szekeler, gen. mgr. for Univer- 
is in New York to 
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BELMONT’S PREVIEWS 


re A. House aS OE Solo Sound | 
Projectors—2,000 Ft. Magazines 


Los Angeles, May 28. 


Belmont theatre 
sound preview house. sooth | 


as a 


will have projection machines for 
disc, sound and picture on same 
film, and sound and picture on/| 


separate films, 

The machines will carry maga- 
zines of 2,000-foot capacity so that 
two reel subjects, with sound on 
separate film, may be shown with- 
out interruption. Solo sound ma- 
chines are just the projector head 
minus lamphouse. Not many the- 
atres have this equipment although 
common in the studios. 


Unions Fight With 
Neighborhooders: 
Extra Stage Hand 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 28. 

Owners of Syracuse neighbor- 
hood and repeat houses are going 
to the mat with the theatrical] labor 
unions for a finish fight. 

Fourteen theaters, affiliated with 
the Syracusé Exhibitors Board of 
Trade, Inc., have thrown down the 
gauntlet to the local unions, the 
ecasus belli being the demand of the 
stage hands’ local that the wired 
neighborhoods add a member to the 
payroll. 

Refusing to accede to the demand, 
local exhibitors claim that there is 
no necessity for the employment of 
a stage hand in the repeats. 

A series of conferences failed to 
bring an adjustment of the con- 
troversy and the neighborhood and 
repeat exhibitors finally adopted the 
non-union operation plan. 

Houses affected are: Regent, Turn 
Hall, Rivoli, Syracuse, Riviera, 
Brighton, Elmwood, Avon, Novelty, 
Swan, Globe, Franklin, Harvard and 
Palace. 
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EP. of Canada and Keith’s Close 


— 


Pooling for Five Canadian Cities 


is being equipped | 





Chi Morris Office Two 


Chicago, May 28. 


Two-week notice for the entire 
Chicago William Morris office, 
which went into effect Monday, 


was called off temporarily at least 
by Abe Lastfogel upon his arrival 
in Chicago Friday. 

Notice came immediately follow- 
ing announcement that Publix-B. & 
K, “B” stageband units, produced in 
Chicago and mainly booked through 
the local Morris office, will be dis- 
continued June 29, After a cursory 
examination of the local situation, 
Lastfogel declared there was no 
reason to dismiss the Chicago staff. 
Only probable immediate change is 
resignation of Harry Santley han- 
dling the outside bookings. 

Discontinuance of “B” units, 
which open at the Oriental and play 
four weeks in Chicago and one 
each in St. Louis and Detroit, is 
admittedly a heavy blow to the 
local Morris office. Its future ac- 
tivities will be spot bookings for 
the Chicago, Capitol in Detroit and 
Missouri in St. Louis and Coronada 
in Rockford, mainly, with some 
bookings for eastern “A” units. 

Chicago Morris office staff con- 
sists of Max Turner, Sam Bramson, 
Harry Santley, Max Halperin, Will 
3igge and three girls. 





Sound Truck in Crash; 
Gold and Middleditch Hurt 


Washington, May 28. 

First smashup for one of the Fox 
Movietone trucks occurred at New- 
market, Va. 

Coming to the top of a hill an- 
other car moving in the opposite 
direction was on the wrong side of 
the road. Headon collision was 
but narrowly averted with the two 
machines hitting on a three-quarter 








sideswipe. 











(“Southern Belles” 


WILL AUBREY 


“THE BARD OF THE BYWAYS” 


closes a successful and very pleasant Publix tour 
unit) at Denver, June 13. 
After which he will be as open as Tombstone, 
Arizona, used to be. 






He has never made a “talkie” of any description 
as yet, but feels that he is capable, in a large 


way, and, like the immortal Barkis, 


R-K-O Representative 
JOHN B. SIMON 


“ys willin’.” 


Everything Else 
NAT KALCHEIM 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
In the meantime a couple of weeks of fishing— 


FOR FISH 


THANKS FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION 



















































Alfred Gold, cameraman, driving, 
is reported to have received in- 
ternal injuries when the _ steering 
wheel snapped off. A. Middleditch, 
sound, received a deep gash in his 
forehead. Eoth Fox men are now 
laid up here in: Washington. 

Truck was badly damaged with 
sound equipment being checked to 
determine damage to this equip- 
ment. 





Color Subsidiary 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Colorart Pictures, Inc., has 
formed a subsidiary, Colorart Pro- 
ductions. F. W. Murnau and Robert 
Flaherty have been signed as the 
nucleus of directors. 

First feature will be “Guignol, 
by Martin Brown, going into pro- 
duction in September. Shorts will 
be released through Tiffany-Stahl 
with possibility of features going 
through the same channel. 

Curtis F. Nagel is president of 
company, Charles H,. Currier, vice- 
president; Howard C. Brown, treas- 
urer, and Mervyn R, Dowd, secre- 
tary. Raine Bennett, of San Fran- 
cisco, is asscciate producer. Most 
of the executives were affiliated in 
Boston with ‘Technicolor, which 
process is used by Colorart. 





In “Side Streets” 
Emma Dunn, Frank Sheridan. 


Andre Beranger and Kathryn Perry, 
wife of Owen Moore, have been 
“Side Streets.” 


both of the vaude and legit stage, 


riage.” 


| Weeks’ Notice Rescinded | 


Toronto, May 28. 
N.“L. Nathanson of Famous Play- 
ers-Canada, and Jos. Plunkett for 
Keith’s have closed their arrange- 


ment to pool theatre interests in 
Winnipeg, Montreal, Vancouver, Ot- 
tawa, and St. Johns. F. P, will 
operate, 


Under the agreement Keith’s may 
operate in Hamilton. 

Of the five towns three are 
Keith’s own, Winnipeg, Ottawa and 
Vancouver, The Keith theatres at 
Montreal and St. Johns are persons 
ally owned by E. F. Albee. 

No change in booking arrange- 
ment is contemplated, vaude.to be 
booked as usual through Keith’s 
(New York). 

N. L. Nathanson of F. P.-Can. is 
sailing from New York tomorrow 
(29) for a visit abroad. 


Woman With a Head 


Akron, O., May 28. 
Mrs. Ida Palmer, wife of the pro- 
prietor of the Ideal, neighborhooder, 
is hailed as a heroine. She averted 
a stampede of 200 children when 
film in the projection booth caught 

fire during a children’s matinee, 
The operator, only other adult 








present, fled at the first sign of 
danger. Mrs. Palmer, in the box 
office, entered the theatre and 


guided the children to safety. Two 
small girls suffered minor injuries 
from being thrown against seats 
before Mrs, Palmer arrived, 


—_— 


Fox’s Press Staff 
Fox home office has nearly dou< 
bled its publicity department in the 
past month, The scribes now num<« 
ber 16. 
Extra men are on chiefly to exper 


dite the announcement book rune 


ning 64 pages, four more fan last 
year, ‘ 
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“Honest, Folks, Can You Netice This 
Ad?” 


JARRETT 


AND 


LISTE 


Two Girls With Two Megaphones 











FAMOUS 


B. B. B.’ S 


Boston Brown Bread 
Coffee Dan’s, Los Angeles, Cal. 














GEORGIA 





added to the cast of Radio Pictures’ | 
Hedda Hopper and G. Pat Collins, | 


have also been added to “Half Mar- | 


LANE 


DANCERS 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s 
“RHYTHM” Idea 


























Roy Bradley and Evian 
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WEEK OF 


's #.e- 


MAY 31, LOEW’S WARFIELD, SAN FRANCISCO 


DIN FANCHON AND MARCO'S “REACH NIGHT” IDEA 


THANKS TO 
GAE FOSTER 


FEATURED DANCERS WITH 


First to feature the sensational 


Direction MAY HATPERIN. 








Mary «-« Bobby 


““YOUTH—SPEED—PEP” 


“Tap Toe’’ 
our engagement there last week 


THIS WEEK (MAY 26)—NORSHORE, CHICAGO 


R-K-O Agent, HARRY DANFORTH 





PUBLIX “CHINATOWN” UNIT 


dance at the Oriental Theatre during 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN Presentation 
with JAMES HALL. 


An ALFRED SANTELL Production. 


UNITED ARTISTS Sound and Dialogue Picture 


her latest suceess! 


Screens most beautiful star 


‘VILMA BANKY 





whose voice is heard for the first time in 


wins praise with this story of New York, 
of Fifth Avenue and the Bronx. 


“The beautiful Vilma 
Banky has never been 
better. Holds your in- 


terest.”’ 
—Daily News 


*“*“Whether she is silent 
or talking, Miss Banky 


is always radiant.”’ 
— Times 


“Looks lovelier than ev- 
er. Whole picture enter- 


taining.”’ 
— Tribune 


**You’ll like this picture. 
Miss Banky exceedingly 


enjoyable.”’ 
— Eve. World 


/ 


**Miss Banky need have 
no fear of the talkie bug- 
aboo. She reveals a rich, 


natural dramatic voice.” 
— Telegraph 


“Holds its audience. 
Vilma Banky as lovely as 


ever.”’ 
= News 








‘THIS IS HEAVEN 
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Joe Leo in Charge of Wm. Fox’s 
Metropolitan, Wisconsin and Chi; 





Joe Leo by. recognition on ability 
to operate has been appointed by 
William Fox the general theatre 
operator of Fox’s Metropolitan The- 
atres in Greater New York, about 
200 theatres; the Fox Wisconsin 
houses, Fox’s Ascher and other the- 
atres in Chicago, and the Fox 
former Schine houses in upper New 
York state. 

It is reported Leo has chosen 
William Brandt as metropolitan 
district supervisor for the Fox 
Greater New York theatres, with 
Meyer Schine a sub-operator for the 
theatres of the Schine circuit taken 
over by Fox. Leo’s appointments 
for the Chicago and Wisconsin Fox 


circuits have not been reported, if 
made. Nor has Brandt or Schine 
closed for the positions. 

With Leo’s assignment the re- 
maining Fox individual theatre 
units under personal operation are 
the William Fox direct houses in 
the east with John Zanft as gen- 
eral manager; Poli Circuit in New 
England with Herschel Stuart in 
charge, and Fox’s West Coast chain, 
operated by Harold B. Franklin, its 


- president. 


With the selection of Leo went 
the presidency of Fox's Metropoli- 
tan Theatres, a distinct corporation. 
Full power of operation is vested in 
Leo. 

Fox’s Metropolitan is adding to 
its list of theatres rapidly and daily. 
Last week among others the Cald- 
erone Circuit was taken over. 
Calderone had steadfastly alleged 
he would not sell. 

Brandt is of the Brandt Brothers, 
also selling to Fox. The Brandts had 
a circuit of eight Brooklyn theatres, 
well built and operated. Brandt is 
thoroughly conversant with exhi- 
bition in the New York territory. 
Schine has been with his brother 
with the Schine circuit, holding 
theatres in New York and Ohio. 
Through the Fox-Schine deal, it 
was reported at the time that Fox 
had his choice of the Schine houses, 
with the other Schine brother con- 
tinuing to direct those houses re- 
maining as the Schine circuit. 


Leo’s Mid-West Rep 


Leo built up his rep in Chicago 
by pulling the Ascher .houses, in 
receivership, and in which Fox had 
a large investment, out of the red, 
again- repeating with the Fox Wis- 
consin chain, formerly the Saxe 
houses. Leo’s work in that section 
is said to have turned the Fox 
Mid-Wesco (Saxe) from a $300,000 
loser when he assumed charge, to 
a present winner at around the 
rate of $500,000 yearly. Leo also 
sewed up Wis. so thoroughly for 
Fox the latter is represented in 
every Wis. town of over 10,000. 

Leo, a young man, has come for- 
ward rapidly since aligning with 
Fox, where his brother, Jack Leo, 
is a home office executive. Joe’s ex- 
perience with the show business in 
general, pictures and vaudeville es- 
pecially, has been extensive. He was 
a New York booking agent for sev- 


eral years, gaining a wide knowl- 
edge in that field. 





Fox-Ascher Fixed 
Chicago, May 28. 

A deal is said to have been closed 
yesterday by Joe Leo for William 
Fox with the Chicago Title and 
Trust Company, whereby Fox takes 
over the entire former Ascher 
Brothers’ circuit in this city, about 
16 houses. 

Fox had $750,000 with the Ascher 
Brothers when the latter theatres 
went under a receivership, with the 
bank the receiver. This claim re- 
ceived recognition by the local 
courts in the application of Fox to 
take over the Ascher houses, re- 
financing them, to afford some un- 
looked for relief to the Ascher cred- 
itors and stockholders. 

Leo is said to have worked out 
the new deal with Chester Davis 
of the banking house. 





Schine Turns Over June 28 
Syracuse, N. Y., May 28. 

William Fox will take over the 
operation of the Schine houses he 
has agreed upon June 28. 
The Schine theatres under the 
Fox ownership will be’ cast into the 
Fox Metropolitan Theatres, a_re- 
cently formed corporation. 

Universal, which holds a Schine 
circuit interest, is reported dealing 
with Fox for U to sell its opposi- 
tion theatres in three or four Wis- 
consin cities to Fox. 





Alleged Mayor’s Demand 
Starts Injunction Action 


Springfield, Mass., May 28. 
A preliminary injunction prevent- 
ing Mayor Fred G. Burnham and 


| car, 
Variety. 


Brandt and Schine as Assistants? 
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VICE-PRES! 





Film exec westbound on the 
Century. Entering the club 
spied a fellow reading 
Eased over and 
started: 

“See you're reading Variety,” 


said he. “Are you in the show 
business?” 

“Yes.” 

“What line?” 

“Pictures. I’m Al Bowman, 


vice-president of Acme Pic- 
tures.” 

“That’s great. My name’s 
Dave Green. I'm vice-president 
of Acme Pictures, too.” 

“Shake.” 

“Shake.” 

} Fill in correct names, 











Very Quiet in Eastern 
Talkfest Film Studios 


With M-G-M’s entirely closed, in 
New York, Pathe preparing and De- 
Forest busy only a day or so with 
an independent company, eastern 
sound studios have little to report. 

Paramount is in the last weeks 
of “Glorifying the American Girl’; 
Warners is shooting “The Royal 
Box” in German, 

Ann Codee and Albert Van Deck- 
er are out of the “Box” cast with 
Marion Lessing, Leni Stengel, Wil- 
liam F. Schoeller and Edmund 
Loewe added, 

Warners are doing its shorts at 
night mostly, during the period of 
“The Royal Box.” Segar Ellis and 
Orchestra and Dooley and Sales 
were shorted last week. 

Charles Samuels, James Seymour 
and Hamilton MacFadden are now 
jointly working on the script of “On 
the Stairs,” the next talker at 
Pathe’s. MacFadden will debut as 
a film director on this one. 

Weiss Bros. have selected a third 
and final title for their Robert War- 
wick all-talker. It is “Unmasked.” 
Released in June. 








GRAUMAN OUT 








the city of Holyoke, Mass., from 
increasing the Sunday licensing 
fees at the Victory and Strand from 


$25 to $125 and $15 to $75, respec- 
tively, was granted in Superior 
Court here. 

G-B Theatres Corp. suing, alleges 
that the mayor had informed the 
corporation he would cause an in- 
crease in the fees if it did not con- 
sent to a cancellation of a lease 
which the G-B corporation held on 
a theatre in Chicopee owned by 
Playhouse, Inc., of which the mayor 
is represented to be treasurer and 
an important stockholder. 

The original suit in equity was 
brought against the mayor but the 
judge ordered that the city be made 
a co-defendant. 





Legit Name Finder Sought 
As Coast Dialog Caster 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Leo Morrison, the New York 
vaudeville agent who has special- 
ized as a representative of legit 
talent for the talkers, may shortly 
become an executive on one of the 
major lots out here. 

Idea is for Morrison to use his 





expert knowledge of people and sal- 
aries on the casting end, 











MAX TURNER 


CLIFF CRANE 


DANCING COMEDIAN 
PETROFE’S UNIT “FORE” 
Loew’s State, Cleveland, June 1 
WILLIAM MORRIS 


NAT KALCHEIMM 














CHARLES TROY 


Late of “LADY FINGERS” 
FEATURED IN FANCHON & MARCO IDEAS 


Direction LYONS & LYONS 











Taking Over of Chinese By Fox 
Eliminates Prologs 





Los Angeles, May 28. 

Fox has closed the deal whereby 
it will take over Grauman’s Chinese 
June 16 at which time Sid Grauman 
will retire as operating head of the 
house. United Artists transfers its 
two-thirds interest and Grauman 
his one-third to Fox on a 40-year 
lease and for a consideration of 
more than $1,000,000, 

With the retirement of Grauman 
house will be closed until June 21 
when it reopens with “Hollywood 
Revue of 1929” (M-G) produced by 
Harry Rapf. There will be no stage 
show or prolog with this picture. 

It is likely that Homer B. 
Wright, managing director of 
Loew’s State, will be shifted to the 
Chinese. 


Indies’ Sound on Film 


Indie talker manufacturers are 
rushing their sound on film equip- 
ment. Of the smaller ones Travel- 
tone promises to be the first with 
a theatre installation in New York, 
a Bronx house having agreed to 
debut it within a week. 

The Pacent attachment, promised 
a month ago and then postponed 
until July ist, hopes to be ready 
with demonstrations by June 1. 











FOX’S FRISCO SHOW 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

Emile Boreo has been engaged by 
Fanchon and Marco for the opening 
stage show at the Fox, San Fran- 
cisco, which has its premiere June 
28. 

About 125 people will be used in 
the stage ensemble. 





Victor Boss Cameraman 


Frank Zucker has been appointed 
chief cameraman at the Victor 
phonograph studio in Camden, N. J. 


men’s Union, Local 644. 





He is president of the Camera- | 


. ~ 


Gov't Issues “Cease and Desist” 





Wednesday, May 29, Hamad 











Order in West Coast Theatres Case 





+ 


FOX BUYS SECOND 507, 
IN JUNIOR W. C. HOUSES 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Fox Theatres has purchased the 
50 per cent, interest held by Harry 
M. Sugarman, Arthur’ Bernstein 
and Louis Rosen in West Coast 
Theatres Junior. Entire operation 
of these 10 houses changes over 
June 1, 

Fox has held 50 per cent. interest 
in the circuit since its inception 
four years ago. There are three 
de luxe houses and seven smaller 
houses concerned. Only theatre 
owned outright by the circuit was 
the Redlands in Redlands. About 
$225,000 was invested here, with 
bonds issued to cover the property. 

Two other de luxe sites on lease 
are the Golden Gate, in the Monte 
Bello section of Los Angeles, and 
the Granada in Ontario about 60 
miles from here. Remaining houses 
are all suburbans, 

It is estimated that the circuit 
represents a valuation of $750,000. 
Circuit was formed at the time the 
Gore Brothers, Adolph Ramish and 
Sol Lesser were in West Coast. 
Sugarman is a son-in-law of Mike 
Gore. 


Steffes’ Ballyhoo Drew - 
Convention Crowd 


Minneapolis, May 28. 

W. A. Steffes employed showman- 
ship methods to help attract a large 
number of members to the annual 
convention of the Northwest The- 
atre Owners’ Association of which 
he is president. He induced W. M. 
Miller of Cloquet, Minn., one of 
the body’s most active members, 
to pose as 2n enemy of the admin- 
istration. 

Through trade publications it was 
intimated that Miller on the con- 
vention floor would make serious 
chuiges against Steffes of bribery, 
mismanagement and favoritism and 
would follow up his attack by at- 
tempting to unseat the present ad- 
ministration. Miller, it develops, is 
one of Steffes’ most ardent ad- 
mirers. His “attack” was not aimed 
at the president, but at the mem- 
bers “who have failed to provide 
the latter with a sufficient personnel 
to carry on the work properly.” 

On his plea, Steffes was provided 
with a staff of assistants so that 
he will be able to spend a part of 
his time in Washington “standing 
back of Abraham Meyers and giv- 
ing him advice and counsel.” 

The result of the ballyhooed “veil- 
ed” promise of a fight on the con- 
vention floor, was a large attend- 
ance at the meeting. 











FRANKLIN’S BOOK JUNE 8 


Los Angeles, May 28, 

Harold B. Franklin, theatre head 
for Fox out here, will be in the 
east when his book, “Sound Motion 
Pictures,” makes its first appear- 
ance June 8. 

This is the second technical vol- 
ume by Franklin on picture exhibi- 
tion, Doubleday-Doran again pub- 
lishing, 


Washington, May 28. 
Government’s case through the 


Federal Trade Commission against 


West Coast Theatres has finally 
reached the point of issuing a 
“cease and desist” order. That such 


an order should be issued was voted 
six months ago. ° 

Briefly the order tells the theatre 
corporation to discontinue “com- 
bining among themselves to com- 
pel distributors .and producers of 
motion picture films to refuse to 
sell or lease films to competitors 
of West Coast Theatres, Inc.” 

Two orders issued, One applies 
to the combination in southern 
California; other to the combina- 
tion in northern California, 

One (Docket 1319) names the fol- 
lowing: West Coast Theatres, Inc.; 
West Coast Theatres, Inc. on 
Northern California; Venice Invest- 
ment Co.; Hollywood Theatres, 
Inc.; All Star Feature. Distributors, 
Inc.; Educational Film Exchange;, 
E. M. Turner, Fred Dahnken, C. L. 
Langley and F. W. Livingston, part- 
ners under name of Turner, Dahn- 
ken & Langley; A. L. Gore; Michael 
Gore, Sol Lesser, Adolph Ramish 
and Dave Bershon. 

Case against Principal Pictures 
Corp., also named in this docket 
was dismissed at the same time as 
the order. Explanation made be- 
ing that the 60 per cent. interest 
held by West Coast was sold to 
other stockholders in 1923. 

Herbert L. Rothchild Entertain- 
ment, Inc., was also omitted from 
the Government’s move, 

Commission goes into consider- 
able detail on the ramifications and 
methods, now alleged to be illegal, 
of the West Coast Corporation. All 
of which has been reported pre- 
viously, 

When Fox took over these the- 
atres Saul E. Rogers, general coun« 
sel, endeavored to have the Case re- 
opened. This was refused. 


the order. Bruce Bromley, Para- 
mount attorney, which company 
owns control, appeared individually 
for Rothchild Ent., and is credited 
with winning the case for Para- 
mount. 

Next move comes from West 
Coast either saying it will comply 
with the order or refusing to do so, 
If the latter it will be followed by 
the commission going into court in 
an endeavor to enforce its order. 


Vandalism at Akron 


Cleveland, May 28. 
Allen theatre, Akron, operating 
with non-union projectionists fole- 
lowing a recent salary scale argu- 
ment with the union, was victimized 
Saturday night by vandals who dis- 
connected the power plant and 
poured acid over the delicate parts, 
House lost Sunday but was re- 

paired in time to resume Monday. 











Joan’s Trousseau Trip 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Joan Crawford is enroute to New 
York for a six-day sojourn. Sur- 
mised reason is the selection of a 
trousseau for her impending mar- 
riage to Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Young Fairbanks reported on the 





same .train east bound. 











SLIM MARTIN 


MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
WEST COAST THEATRE, LONG BEACH, CALIF. 














MORRIS ALTMAN 
JOHNNY—PATCHES 





S Dancing Feet 


Featuring 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s ‘“‘Bows and Beaux” Idea 


#ULIE AARONSON 
AND GRAY—JOEY 











GEORGIA 








Aten GEORGE JAGGER 


MACK 


RHYTHMIC WHISTLER IN 
“RHYTHM” Idea 


Ferechoan & Morera'’s« 


CONEY 


Lane’ s-Raymond-Gormley 


DANCERS—19 OF UM TWO MEN FROM THE WEST 


Direction FYONS AND LYONS 





and Sully 


FLEISCHMAN IS SENDING YEAST 
Thanks te FANCHON AND MARCO 


HARRY 
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Excludir.g Rothchild Entertain«. > 
ment was only actual surprise of © 
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Ka-le alate] 


BELLE BENNETT 


iws/tA 


JOE.E.BROWN 





One Little Lie! 
One Moment of Deceit! 


And a lady had lost her reputation— 
and was glad of it! 


Better to be scorned than pitied—to 
be laughed with than at—to be 
notorious than jilted! 


3 | Romance, Humor and Human Interest 
| ; 3 a ag a Original Story of a 
' oman Who Turned Disgrace into 
A Great Talking and 
Singing Production —oCCycyCCCCCQQQV@NV77—— 
“MIDSTREAM” 
with RICARDO CORTEZ, CLAIRE WINDSOR, 


Montagu Love, Helen Jerome Eddy and Larry Kent 


A Daring Drama of a Man Who Wasted Love in His Youth and Tried 
to Cheat His Life of Old Age. 


“WHISPERING WINDS” 


with Patsy Ruth Miller, Malcolm McGregor and Eve Southern 


A New Slant on the Eternal Triangle in a Drama of Three 
Who Loved—Each One Differently 


READY FOR JUNE RELEASE 


“TWO MEN AND A MAID" 
with William Collier, Jr., Alma Bennett, 
Eddie Gribbon and George E. Stone 


Drama of a Man Who Was Too Good, a Woman Who Was 
Not Too Good—and a Man Who Cursed Them! 


“NEW ORLEANS” 
with Ricardo Cortez, William Collier Jr. and Alma Bennett 


Powerful Drama of Passion, Love and Friendship in the 
Land of Mardi Gras and Racing 


“MY LADY'S PAST” 


BOOK THESE PROVEN HITS! Af; a Directed by Al Ray 
GEORGE JESSEL in “LUCKY BOY” Ses oe. Hugo Riesenfeld 
BELLE BENNETT in “MOLLY and ME” 6; Ry gana by 
with JOEE.BROWN ‘eae | Photophone 


All Synchronized by RCA Photophone. 
Available on Sound Film, or on Disc, or Silent. 
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22 VARIETY 


Gaumont and T-S | 
In International 
Picture Exchange: 


A deal has been arranged between 
the British Gaumont and Tiffany- 
Stahl in New York. This will take | 
in, it is said, an international ex- | 
hange of pictures for respective 
dlistribution by either company. 

The T.-S. statement covering the 
transaction said: 

“Signatures have been affixed to | 
contracts in which the Gaumont 
Company of Great Britain becomes 
the distributors of all Tiffany-Stahl 
productions in the British Isles. 
Such pictures are to be distributed 
under the name of Gaumont-Tiffany 
while pictures made by the Gau- 
mont Company in England are to be 
distributed in the United States un- 
der the name of Tiffany-Gaumont. 

“Contracts were also signed for 
the joint production of a number of 
features, part of which will be 
made in the United States and part 
in England. A representative of 
Tiffany-Stahl will be assigned to 
the Gaumont studios in England 
and a representative of Gaumont 
will be assigned to the Tiffany- 
Stahl studios in Hollywood, in an 
advisory capacity. 

“Both organizations will join 
forces in handling their product for 
the balance of the world market. 
Tiffany-Stah] will handle such ma- 
terial through their various sub- 
sidiaries and Gaumont will do the 
same in such parts of the world as 
Tiffany-Stahl is not represented 
and where Gaumont have their sub- 
sidiaries.” 





least of the Mississippi. 


| San Francisco June 28, 
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PUBLIX IN HOLLYWOOD. | Score Charge for Records 
| ; : 
Takine Over ener suey’ °°) Too Expensive, Say Exhibs 


Advance Men from Legit 
For Special Exploitation 


Los Angeles, May 28. 


A £ nowered substitute for +} , j Exhibitors ee nerally are com- 
, net mathad at wie Publix has closed deal with Pan- | laini cadet al ‘ the are} 
tne on snione 1etho vad ~ ; <¢ ab ‘ nts 
' eee ust tages whereby it takes over imme- | P/4/P!N5 out payments they é 
o) nt nictu S S eing in ru . . ‘ . all 
aa by E | J si " CG aoe diately the ground lease on Pan's | ferced to make for records for talk- 
rated by Fox in James R irainger s : : : A P . 
! lepart 7 nt new Hollywood theatre and will fin- | ing pictures, which distributors call 
sales «ds rtment, . ; on ain : : 
ia: with advance ‘adit iitnesl- ish « onsti uction of the house. The a score charge, after agreeing to pay 
nee and a wide newspaper atre is to ba ready September 1. what they call abnormally high 
ence and ; > newspape : rhe y ce F ‘mall : 
; int: , ~= ‘hele kept cot Publix has made deal with Pan “od oiteis for tall y 
= $;> - + 'to take over latter’s downtown | Prices. Deng . > 
stantly active for all Fox specials! jouse at Seventh and Hill to op-| Theatre owners in New York and 
Se & ee & 


elsewhere have already made sev- 
eral protests to exchanges but with- 
out effect. Film distributors claim 
they only sell film and have noth- 
ing to do with the charges affixed 


: = ‘rate as ¢ ‘i i resentations. 
The territory has divided | erate as a grind with prese t 
1 iThis means Publix will resume 


into three zones. Roger Ferri, in : 

: | its dr yed recently at the Para- 

charge of the new department, has | units _— ‘ COMES . 
mount, ° 


sélected Mike Manton, Leon Victor | 


been 


i ———— 











and Campbell for the coverage. | by the manufacturers of the 
* 
— Bie j records. 
M § - h U Automatic Sound In several instarceées, at the be- 
Gleason ay witc to ginning of the talking picture buy- 
7 | Fox-Case Movietone Corp. is|im& mania, exhibitors bought pic- 
tures without figuring the additional 


Los Angeles, May 28. about to bring out a new sound re- 
Pathe has not taken up its option corder that will, it is chimed, elim- 
on James Gleason who may go with |inate much of ‘the work now done 
Universal to make talking shorts| by sound engineers. 
following “Shannons of Broadway” Device to be made at the Fox- 
which he will do for U as a feature, | Case factory poh, os mtemny will ae 
Gleason was to write, direct and|a time gauge which will permit fo- . 
aamelome inspire talking short pro-|cusing of sound volume by setting fighting it, the latter’s only option 
duetion for Pathe, but company de-|an automatic regulator. This will being not ta buy. The score charge 
cided to concentrate this phase in}also eliminate microphones and is arbitrarily fixed as an extra 
the east where George LeMaire is |most of the present need for a re- | Source of revenue and cannot be 
in charge. corder to constantly watch the | ¢xPlained away, 
volume. Records cost distributors about $1 
Manufacture of the old type Fox | each, an average of 21 records go- 
Movietone recorder was discontin- |ins with each picture. Small houses, 
ued a couple of months ago, in capacity and drawing power, are 
only asked to pay the cost of the 


price for records and then found 
themselves faced with costs which 
they could not recover. 

Prodccers and distributors offer 
no explanation for the score charge. 
The exhibitor has no means of 





“Lucky in Love” Title 
After three changes in the title 
of Morton Downey’s latest picture 





for Pathe, “Lucky in Love,” has te : 
been selected. Paris Convention June 15 a aah deat okeus aloe oe mate 
“Sweetheart”. and “My Lady’s| Paramount will announce its . 


the payments and exist. For larg- 
er theatres the cost of records is 
not in proportion to the number 
used but in ratio to the drawing 
power, location and capacity of the 
house 

Sets of records costing distribu- 
tors $21 or $28, including shipping 
charges, may be charged to exhibit- 


Man” were the others. schedule of 65,features and 80 
shorts at its sales conventions to 
start in St. Louis June 15, adjourn- 
ing after four days for the finish- 
ing session in Atlantic City. 

The number of releases is prac- 
tically the same as the figure an- 
nounced last year. 





“Curtain” for Frisco Premiere 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Fox's “Behind That Curtain,” 
now in its closing days of produc- 
tion, opens the new Fox theatre in 














ors at $200, $500 or $1,000. The 





éxhibitor, in buying talking pic- 





“Every Knox 
A Boost” 


Dunlap Hats 
Used Exclusively 


Etons by Simpson 


Dances by Us 


‘ 


‘Work by 
Wm. Morris 








tures at the new prices, must pay 
the record charges in addition. 
Exhibitors claim that the tre- 
mendous prices now being paid for 
talking piefures are due to the 
sound and that since an additional 
price has been paid there seems to 
be no reason why there should be 
a charge for that part of the en- 
tertainment which carries the 
sound.. The tame prices would not 


Jimmy Sherry 
Jack Gormley 


Wednesday, May 29, 1929 


Hays’ Office Opmions 
On Brookhart Bill 


Brookhart bill, says Gabriel L, 
Hess of the Hays organization, if 
enacted into law, would defeat the 
very purposes the Senator has: for 
it—to help the inde exhibitors. As 
the attorney sées it, the bill consti. 
tutes the surest and shortest way 
to put the indes out of business, in 
that it proposes to make- 
beoking illegal. 

If that phase isn't enough, 
Hess claims that without blina 
booking of uncompleted pictures 
the industry could not function. As 
example it is pointed out that 800 
features. are produced annually, 
Thus an exhibitor, to buy his prod- 
uct, would have to spend 800 hours 
annually to see his pictures. 


As to new material added by Sen- 
ator Brookhart in this session's bill 
affecting arbitration and the film 
boards, Hess quotes President 
Hoover on the valué and success of 
arbitration within the ranks of any 
industry, 


As to price fixing on films by the 
Federal Trade Commission, Mr. Hess 
dismisses this as an impossible pro- 
posal and a “definite deviation from 
those principles of the free inter- 
play of commerce and trade,” 

Washington, May 28. 
~ At the completion of the present 
hearings before Senate interstate 
ecommerce committee on radio legis- 
lation Senator Smith W. Brookhart 
expects the ‘committee to take up 
his revised block booking bill. 
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block 


My 





KURTZMAN BACK TO FRISCO 
f Los Angeles, May 28. 
Charley Kurtzman, who has been 

handling the United Artists theatre 
here since Publix took it over, re- 
turns to San Francisco to resume 
his former job-as city manager there 
for Publix. 

Ed Olmstead, press agent at the 
local Paramount, replaces Kurtzman 
at the U..A., with Maxwell Shane 
moving into Olmstead’s job.; 














BENNY 





be paid for the films as silents. 


. 
Johnny Mattison 
Where the sound is on film the 


score charge is still made, though | 


ne no extra records are needed. Mean- | 
while the sounded shorts are be- 
ing sold without any score charges. } 


“Terpsichorean eS | 
Arisiocracy” Fighting Memphis Papers | 


j 

















FOUR 


Many Thanks 


Memphis, May 28. 

Newly formed Managers’ Associa- 
tion pulled a boner when it got high 
hat with the Commercial Ajppeal 
and the Evening Appeal Resuit is 
now they have*lost all their free 
stuff. Publicity was eut off to the 
Pantages-Orpheum boys when they 
cut down their advertising ratio and 
told the newspapers what kind of 
blah they wanted Saturday and 
Sunday. Half-page layouts have 


THE ORIGINAL 


HIGH HATTERS 


FEATURED IN LOU McDERMOTT’'S . 





kecome single col cuts, and lengthy 
readers were cut to a few lines. | 
Both papers threw out their thea- | 
tre columns. 
' 

| 


“HI HAT UNIT” 


THIS WEEK (MAY 26), ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
With Entire Publix Route to Follow 


The managers have'not improved 
the situation by cutting off passes! 
to the newspapers. The latter say 
they did not want the ducats; they 


t 
io SAM BRAMSON, NAT KALCHEIM, MAX TURNER : yj 
were a nuisance, anyway. 














Breaking All Records 


EROFF 











Marks Bros. Granada 


d 
Marbro “Theatres, 
Chicago, Iil., Indefinitely 























CHARLIE MEL 





Wishes to Announce His Engagement as 


AT THE 


STANLEY THEATRE, PITTSBURGH 


After 12 Successful Weeks at the Stanley, Philadelphia 


— ana TAN wr WADE 
Regards to HARRY 4 and FANCHON & MARC , 


ON — 


Guest Stage Conductor 
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MAL ST. CLAIR 


is one of the few whose record of 
accomplishment has mounted un- 
waveringly in this era of spectacular 
change. 





He is one of the few who in a period 
of three years has handled with dis- 
tinction such notable combinations 
of star and story as Florence Vidor 
in “The Grand Duchess and the 
Waiter’? .... Richard Dix in 
“Knockout Reilly” .... Ruth Taylor 
in “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” .... 
Clara Bow in “The Fleet’s In”’.... 
William Powell in “The Canary 
Murder Case”... . Harold Lloyd 
in “Welcome Danger” .... 


ALL OF WHICH QUALIFIES 

MAL ST. CLAIR TO TAKE HIS 

PLACE AMONG THE TITANS 
OF RADIO 





Mr. St. Clair is now preparing to 
direct “Side Street"’ his first all- 
dialogue attraction for Radio 
Pictures. 


MAL Str 


ACE DIRECTOR BRINGS 
BOX-OFFICE MAGIC TO 


RADIO PICTURES 
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OPENING ITS 
PREMIER 


NEW YORK 
SHOWING 
T $2, TOP 


EMBAS6Y 
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STARTING 
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I. Bill Classes Film 
Houses as Public Utilities 


Chicago, May 28. 

Local theatrical interests are 
down in Springfield this week try- 
ing to stop the Legislature from 
passing two bills jeopardizing not 
only picture business in this state, 
but the printing industries and the 
press as well. 

One of the bills is referred to 
the education committee and would 
place the picture industry under 
direct censorship of the state. The 
second bill, and of the two feared 
most, proposes placing the picture 
industries here under the Public 
Utility Commission. 

Both bills have passed first read- 
ing and if enacted will lead to plac- 
ing freedom of the press and the 
picture and printing industries un- 
der censorship and regulation of 
the Public Utilities Commission. 





W. K. Howard will direct “The 
Girl Who Wasn't Wanted,” original. 
for Fox. 











I Am not LITTLE Biily 


SNYDER 


Have been making happy times at 
the Gelden Gate Theatre, L. A., for 
16 weeks. 


Direction HARRY M. SUGARMAN 














GENE 


SHELDON 


Seeing the World with Mr. Publix 











, . . 
U’s $650,000 Building 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Universal has broken ground for 
a new structure which 
four sound channels film 


laboratory. Quartet channels, 
capable of handling eight units, will 


will have 
and a 


of 


cost around $300,000, while the lab | 


is budgeted close to $250,000 


Big stage will be 200 x 150, al- 
most the size of the one upon 
which “Broadway's” cabaret was 


shot, and will probably go close to 
$400,000 before it’s finished. Pres- 
ent lab working on a 20-hour 
daily schedule, with four hours al- 
lowed between the two 10-hour pe- 
riods for inspection and cooling of 
developing and printing machines. 


is 





Nugent Off Megaphone 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Acting and writing is deemed 
sufficiently time-absorbing for J. C. 
Nugent by the M-G-M officials 
E. Mason Hopper as a result will 


direct “Kempy” instead of the elder 


Nugent, who will appear in the cast 
along with his son Elliot. 





RCA Shorts 

With the completion of the instal- 
lation of the RCA Photophone the 
Larry Darmour studio in Hollywood 
is ready to start on the second of a 
series of 12 comedy shorts for that 
company this year. 

Alberta Vaughn and Al Cooke will 
make the series, with Lewis Sargent 
and George Gray in the cast. 

The shorts will be released 
through R-K-O. 





Eissel Set at Roxy 
Philadelphia, May 28. 
Dave Eissel is going to the Roxy, 
New York, as executive assistant, 
and Edgar Wolf succeeds him as 
managing director of Fox's here. 
Wolf is home town talent, having 
been 14 years with the Stanley Co. 











VINCE SILK 


is now ceremony master at Boulevard Theatre, Los Angeles 


Thanx to Fanchon and Marco, J. J. Franklin, Harry Wallen, Gae Foster and 
Ray Ducerme 


PAUL TITSWORTH at the Piano 

















“Blacklist” Charged in 
Pittsburgh's Exhibs’ Suit 


May 
producers 


eo. 
Charges 


| Little B’way Best Selling |J. H. Goldberg, Gen. Mgr. 


} 


are |has found 


seeking to control exhibition of pic- 


tures throughout the country 
use of blacklists and other alleged 
unfair means were aired in Common 
Pleas court here in an action 
brought by Capital-Lyric company 
of McKeesport, indie exhibitors, 
against local film exchanges. 
Defendants are Pathe, 
Universal, Educational. Fox and 
Tiffany-Stahl. The hearing is on a 
petition to make permanent a pre- 
liminary injunction granted last 


R-K-O, 


year to restrain the distributors 
from refusing to rent films to the 


McKeesport firm, following a dis- 
pute as to terms. 

The plaintiffs are attacking 
constitutionality of the Arbitration 
Act passed by the State Legislature 
in 1927, as well as the legality of 
the standard uniform contract re- 
quired of all exhibitors. The con- 
tract contains an arbitration clause 
requiring all disputes to be submit- 
ted to arbitration, but the plaintiffs 
claim that the arbitration boards 
are under the domination and con- 
trol of the film exchange owners 
and producers. 

A boycott and blacklist are main- 
tained, according to the plaintiffs. 
Testimony was introduced to estab- 
lish that in event an exhibitor fails 
to comply with the award of the 
arbitration board his supply of films 
is cut off and he must cease doing 
business as an exhibitor. 

Judge Frank Patterson reserved 
decision. 





Altoona Strike Settled 
Altoona, Pa., May 28. 

A strike between the Notopoulas 
Interests, owners and operators of 
the Capitol, Olympic and Palace 
theatres, two of them leaders in the 
city, and Local No. 130, I. A. T. S. E. 
and M. P. O., which began 14 weeks 
ago when the Olympic theatre was 
wired, has been settled. The differ- 
ence ended in a compromise, ac- 
cording to announcement. 

Throughout the term of the strike 
members of the union picketed the 
three theatres with sandwich boards 


announcing the theatres to be un- 
fair. 





the | 





| 


Gag for Sound in Hamlets 


Chicago, May 238. 
Experimenting with various types 
of sound exploitation 
that an 
Bringing Broadway 


idea based 
to You” 


on 
has 


ry 


by | the greatest appeal for small town 


citizens. 

Exploitation carries the angle 
that natives are now getting an ex- 
cellent reproduction of what Broad- 
way pays fancy prices to see, and 
without any rakeoff for ticket specs. 


Idea of outsmarting the _ city 
slicker specs is particularly sweet 
to the average gent. 





'Lustig Clinic Gas Victim 


Cleveland, May 28. 

Henry Lustig, lawyer and owner 
of Broadvue theatre, is dangerous- 
ly ill from gassing suffered in 
Cleveland Clinic explosion. 

Gas from burning X-Ray film in- 
jured his lungs. Lustig also legal 
advisor for Cleveland Exhibitors’ 
League. 


CHI FRIDAY OPENING 


Chicago, May 


9. 
25. 


| 


Great States | 





All deluxe picture houses in this | 


City now have changed to Friday | 
opening. 
Avalon and Capitol the last to 


Switch from Saturday. 





R. P. Title Changes 


tadio Pictures has changed the 
titles of four of its pictures. 

“The Viennese Charmer,” in pro- 
duction, is “The Street Girl’; 
“Boarding House Blues” changed 
to “Jazz Heaven”; “49th Sst.” 
changed to “Side Streets,” and 
“Ringside” to “The Night Parade.” 

Mal St. Claire will direct “The 
Night Parade” and “Side Streets.” 


Columbia’s Distribution 


Jost ph H. Goldberg vesterday 
(Tuesday) was made gen. mgr. of 
distribution for Columbia Pictures, 


He was brought on from the west, 
where he had been in charge of the 
sales in that division 

Before going with Columbia Golde 
berg served with West Coast Thea- 
tres as chief film buyer. 

“Mother's Boy” Out 

After four weeks at the Cohan 
theatre, New York, Pathe will with- 
draw “Mother's Boy,” talker, Sat- 
urday. 

The house under a Pathe sub- 


lease will remain dark until another 
picture is booked. Successor will 
likely be Pathe’s “Paris Bound” 
with Ann Harding. 





Arty in Newark 
5th Ave. Playhouse Co. has ob- 
tained a 2l-year lease on a _ plot 
246x50 in Newark, N. J., and will 
erect a 400-seater on the site. The- 
atre will be operated on the arty 
basis. 














HERMIE 


KING 


MUSICAL MASTER of CEREMONIES 
Direction FANCHON & MARCO 
Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif. 








ROSE 


VALYDA 


featured in FANCHON and MARCO'S 
“COTTAGE SMALL” IDEA 

















Dede 











Sm 


Featured in “OPPORTUNITY” Idea rancnon and MARCO 


ith 


Thanks to 





























Now at the 


\WEEK MAY 25th) 


With “WALL STREET BLUES” 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


RAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


RITA OWIN 


SENSATIONAL ECCENTRIC DANCING COMEDIENNE 























> et 
Ps { ee 
- 
4 rm 
' 
, F 
3. 
‘e 
é ‘ 1 
> tH 
e) 
Zi 
é 
. 
i > 
f 
4 
i 
* > 
:: 
i 


hen eh Miiaatiniahan nine icamath ame ule Eemieen meted Chae vacant 


> pc KN ein el Ot LEELA CL PLE LON Le A 


ae 


bipiede et eh kee 
a ah 2 


asec d e ee 2 








As he Ree 


26 


= 


VARIETY 





+ . 

Fox Movietone Follies 

(Continued from page 14) 
manager pretty 
masty. 

Stepin Fetchit, colored comic and 
hoofer, rates number two for no- 
tice. His sleepy characterization 
earned many laughs. David Rollins 
mama's boy lisp seemed attractive 
to the women. 

Experimental costs charged 
against this one not apparent in the 
finished product, although it looks 
like a substantial outlay. Moderat 
salaries but lots of them. Doubtful 


rough, tough and 


as a record-smasher, Fox “Mov’e- 
tone Follies of 1929” should never- 
theless earn ample tallies. Land. 
(ALL DIALOG) 
Fox production and release. Under Fox- 
Case system, starring Lionel Atwell. Di- 
rected by T. B. “halmers. From playlet 





by Henry Arthur Jones. Cameraman, 

George W. Lamare. Running time, 31 

minutes At the Cameo, New York, week 

May 26. 

Dr. Ridgeway........ese+..-.Lionel Atwell 

Lady Ridgeway...-.ccccees:: Violet Heming 
Faithful transcript of the play, 


typical of the work of Henry Arthur 
Jones, which is to say it served the 


dramatic tastes of 20 years ago. 
Here it is brought to the screen 


with no changes except perhaps ex- 
aggerated brevity. Whole story is 
told in oue setting, that of a sur- 
geon’s waiting room, with a per- 
spective in the cold, hard whiteness 
of an operating room beyond. 

People stand still and talk. Never 
a raised voice or a spirited gesture. 
One of those plays where the es- 
sence of suspense lies in the surface 
appearance of calm while emotions 
surge below. It doesn’t make good 
screen drama. 

Story briefly is that an eminent 
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London surgeon has agreed to per- 
form a dangerous operation upon a 
young man friend. His wife unex- 
pectedly appears from their country 


estate. Trifles give the husband the 
suspicion that youth is his wife's 
lover. Bit by bit the evidence piles 


up until she confesses her guilt. 
Surgeon goes into the operating 
room, leaving the issue open. 


Ctose ups and fade outs are used 
to convey the anguish of the woman 
while the operation is going on. To 
this end a capital trick is employed 
View of the waiting room fades out 
from time to time and Tower of 
House of Parliament is shown, with 
the clock striking the hour. 

In the end surgeon walks out, bids 
his wife farewell, assuring her that 
her lover will recover and he (the 
surgeon) is leaving her free by tak- 
ing a government mission to some 
far place. 

Lionel Atwell catches precisely 
the right tone. In his repressed 
playing is a sense of power behind 
the quiet needed to make the neces- 
sary point. This is not true of Vio- 
let Heming, who gives a perform- 
ance of singular flatness, both in 
reserve and where the situation 
calls for emotional intensity. 

Dialog is a model of terse econ- 
omy. Every word tells, but the 
whole thing is too delicately woven 
to hold on the screen, which calls 
for more robust material, even for 
half an hour. Rush. 


THE MAN I LOVE 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Paramount production and release. 
rected by William A. Wellman, 
dialog by Herman Mankiewicz. H. Gerard, 
cameraman. In cast: Richard Arlen, Mary 
Srian, Baclanova, Leslie Fenton, Pat O' Mal- 
ley. At Paramount, New York, week May 
2. Running time, 70 minutes. 


Di- 
Story and 





While the prize ring plays went 








floppo on Broadway during the past 
season, a picture containing nearly 
all of their ingredients and some 
additional hoke, called by Para- 
mount “The Man I Love,” got many 
feminine hands vigorously applaud- 
ing at the close of its opening mati- 
nee at the Paramount house here. 

Even with Richard Arlen substi- 
tuting for Dempsey, it’s one of the 
best fight pictures yet released. Her- 
man Mankiewicz has worked into 
his theme and dialog a woman an- 
gle that the legits treated lightly 
or else were unable to inject as con- 
vincingly. Mary Brian handles this 
phase to perfection while Baclanova 
affords the feminine menace situa- 
tion. 

The ring is constantly used. As 
the promising welter in California, 
Arlen puts on a slugging match in 
his home town before’ seeking 
laurels in Manhattan. Arlen is al- 
lowed only a few raps at the sand- 
bag and words with his Cohen man- 
ager before little Mary, as the music 
store girl, comes in. 

Love interest is snappy, but not 
too obvious. The angle of her first 
fight, when he heads the card, and 
giving her the impression it is his 
brother who is the scrapper, goes 
well with an audience. 

A transcontinental trip with a 
horse car used as the bridal suite 
provides novel comedy. 

Activities in a New York gym are 
conventional. The hero stuff here is 
over-played for a sophisticated au- 
dience, when the green guy whips 
the champ in an exhibition staged 
by a fight promoter for visitors. 

The usual follows with Arlen fall- 
ing for the hot countess, Baclanova. 

Shots of Madison Square Garden, 
especially one above the ring lights, 
used in title fight sequence. Regu- 
lar sereen fight with contender in 
bum shape and depressed by domes- 
tic troubles being saved from count 






















film. 









The very best in 


e 


SOUND 


‘Tovay- in this era of sound pictures 
—there is a higher premium than ever 
before on film uniformity. For sound 
quality is even more sensitive than 


screen quality to any variation in the 


If your “talkie” prints are on Eastman 
film—famous for uniformity—your pa- 
trons are seeing and hearing the very 
best that this greatest development in 


motion pictures has to offer. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 








by bell in first round. Then man- 
ager reveals wifie is listening in on 
set. Hubby peps up to knock down 
the champ so many times audience 
starts to guffaw. 

New champ pulls a Tunney to get 
back with wife. Waly. 


WHERE EAST IS EAST 


(SILENT) 

M-G-M production, starring Lon Chaney 
with Lupe Velez and Estelle Taylor fea- 
tured. Story by Tod Browning and Harry 
Sinclair Drago. Adaptation by Waldemar 
Young. Directed by Tod Browning. At 


Capitol, New York, week of May 2. Run- 
ning time 70 mins. 

THEE oo cccbecececcadeconsoccsene Lon Chaney 
WOVO. occcsocesceseccoccecesececs Lupe Velez 
BODY -cccccscocesececccesecs Lioyd Hughes 
PAGTO. cccccccccoccecccecesssees Louls stern 
BEING. ccccccdessccocessecs Mrs. Wong Wing 


Lon Chaney pictures might be de- 
scribed as romantic adventure yarns 
written and directed by Tod Brown- 
ing with the hero scarred, crippled, 
or at least horribly embittered, and 
the background as exotic as a dili- 
gent search’ of the Atlas can dis- 
cover. Most of the Chaneys make 
money, some, of course, being bet- 
ter than others. “Where East Is 
East,” despite its trite title confus- 
ingly like many others from the 
Chaney factory, is one of the better 
efforts. But you must like Chaney 
to like his pictures. This one is 
silent, besides. 

Central idea holds a_e stronger 
dramatic germ than usual in.these 
stories of the far corners of Asia. 
A Chinese siren who has deserted 
her American husband (Lon Cha- 
ney) and child (Lupe Velez) returns 
years later, still vamping, and out to 
snatch for her own sinister pur- 
poses the idealistic, but impression- 
able young lover (Lloyd Hughes) of 
her daughter. A love duel between 
mother and daughter for the affec- 
tions of the daughter's beau*is apt 
to appeal strongly to women as sex 
realism of the first order. This sit- 
uation is occasionally reported in 
the tabloids. 

Chaney himself is rather subordi- 
nated, with the picture belonging to 
Estelle Taylor and Lupe Velez as 
mother and daughter, respectively. 
Miss Taylor gives an intriguing per- 
formance. By some ingenious trick 
of make-up her eyes are shaped al- 
mond Chinese-fashion, giving her a 
characterization that seems certain 
to create great discussion among the 
fans, It is Theda Bara stuff brought 
up to date. 

Theme, rather than any twist of 
plot, holds the attention. From the 
instant a close-up and caption calls 
attention to a captive gorilla, the 
smart pupils will easily and correct- 
ly surmise that it is the plot func- 
tion of this gorilla to remove the 
evil woman at the critical moment, 
Locale is Indo-China. Chaney 
catches wild animals for American 
circuses. His face is marked with 
tiger scratches and his credo is his 
daughter’s happiness. There are 
elephants, coolies, rickshaws, jungle, 
river boats, and Lupe Velez in form- 
revealing costumes. Land. 


BERLIN AFTER DARK 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(Silent) 
Ufa production and release. Directed by 
Constantin J. David. Titled and edited for 
American release by J. W. McConaughy. 


At 55th St. Playhouse week May 25. Run- 
ning time, 75 minutes. 

Se NO ere ares Grita Ley 
PERRET GROUND «+ chp cctvecess Ralph von Groth 
Harry Ramsay......se++e+.--Paul Rehkopf 
Charles Mills..... eeccscosers Fritz Kampers 
PR NS 6s bos hoecysseesn cass Kurt Gerron 


Inspector Wesley....Ernst Stahl-Nachbaur 


A silent talker in many respects. 
It will have a chance in America’s 
lesser runs if Ufa takes it back to 
the cutting room and shears off 30 
minutes of camera conversations. 

“Berlin After Dark,” properly cut, 
would be a relief from the Holly- 
wood rage of solving the murder in 
the courtroom. Director David op- 
portunely makes the Berlin cops the 
heroes. From the time the badly 
bashed body of a German Coney 
Island operator is found, police tech- 
nique prevails. 

A lot of moves that fans have 
memorized from other pictures are 
supplemented by a few not so fa- 
miliar to the uninitiated. Witnesses 
are questioned in the reelage, almost 
as long as they would be in head- 


quarters. But the case is solved 
without the insert of a courtroom 
door. 


Ernst Stahl-Nachbaur deserves 
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terest, very thin at times because of 
the monotony of portions of police 
routine. As the police inspector he 
contributes an interesting, kindly 
and yet commanding personality, ~ 
The type of cop who introduces 
his wife to crooks between sen. 
tences, passes out cigars and never 
intimates a knowledge of third de. 
gree, is this inspector. 

The handling of the story, except. 
ing the length, is fair. Excess js 
found in overstudy of certain char. 
acters whose appearance and attire 
would be sufficient analysis without 
parading them around until 
elementary minds are satiated. 
The Elysium in Berlin, given as a 
playground for crooks and inno. 
cents, shows the owners at logger. 
heads, One works and the other col. 
lects, while the worker threatens to 
throw out the other. But when the 
worker is found dead near a piece 
of moving mechanism, the inspector 
recalls meeting one Fat Frank, a 
rogue, on the grounds and also Fat’'s 
fight over a phoney wheel. Even a 
third theory, the threat made by a 
youth when the worker intercepted 
a necking party in which his daugh- 
ter was a participant, adds itself to 
the web. Waly. 


HOUSE IN THE SUN 


(FRENCH MADE) 
(Silent) 
Paris, May 10. 

“La Maison au Soleil” is a post- 
war story by Raymond Clauzel 
which Gaston Roudes has turned 
into a picture, to be released by 
Franco Film, 
There are good and indifferent 
features in the production, with the 
acting of Gaston Jacquet as the 
best. 
Some homely views of the sunny 
South, in the Provence, constituting 
a good French reel. 
Goel, in a small town on 
Riviera, meets his former 


(Continued on page 58) 
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ORIGINALS ADAPTATION®s 


Howard J. Green 


Management, 
DIALOGUE 


Edward Small Co. 
CONTIN UITIES 
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BEN HOLMES 


Movietone Director 


Universal 


Sarah Y. Mason 


Adaptation and Scenario 


“The Broadway Melody” 
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Byron Morgan 


“THUNDER” “SPEEDWAY” 
Now in Production M-G-M 


RALPH SPENCE 


DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 














major credit for sustaining the in- 
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melody. 








A WILLIAM 





FANCHON & MARCO 


coast-wide 
most popular, 
San Diego to Seattle—in a melange of mirth and 


Now Nation-wide in Scope 
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newspaper tie-up—presenting 
from 


beautiful and talented girls 


FOX ORGANIZATION 
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Dolores Costello Sing 


“MY MADONNA” 


" Published By 


M.WITMARK & SONS 
NEW YORK 
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KNOW HOW! |: 


' { : Pathe Sound News embodys and presents in the service of the screen all 
7 that is newest and most effective in science and technology. New experts, 























new devices, new methods in the complex mechanical, optical, auditory 
; and chemical art of the new talking screen combine to make Pathe 


Sound News. 








} When rain menaced the effectiveness of the sound units at the race track ; 
» for the recording of the Kentucky derby, Pathe Sound News installed a 
new device to bridge the distance of half the nation between Churchill 
| Downs and made a synchronized sound record goo miles away in the 
A New York Pathe Sound News Plant. The cameras worked away in the 
| downpour of rain in Kentucky, while the sound recorders safe and dry 
in New York took the sound, the shouting and tumult of the race, the 
beat of hoofs and the excited patter of the announcers off the air. 





, An RCA radio receiver in the New York plant was tuned in on the broad- 
» cast from Kentucky. The radio’s in-put of audio impulses was led by wire 
to the specially installed amplifying tubes and thence into the RCA sound 


recorder with its waiting sound track film. No audible sound came over. 
A staff of engineers and recordists stood watching the galvanometers 


which told the story of the coming sound in the fluctuations of a needle 
on a scale. 


At the sound of the bugle, as the horses went to the post at Churchill : 
Downs, the camera men started their mechanisms and at the same in- 
stant the sound recorder in New York started. With half thé United 
States between them the two mechanisms worked in step with each other, 
resulting in a perfectly synchronized product—the triumphantly perfect pic- 
ture of the Derby now appearing in Pathe Sound News. 





» If it is worth doing Pathe will do it—and do it fst. There is no substitute — 


for science and skill. 





yd . 


PATHE SOUND NEWS 


THE ONLY NEWS EVERYBODY KNOWS 
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way to be exact. 


She has Vitaphon- 
ed the Main Stem” 


as it’s never been 
done before in 





Wait till you hear Alice 
White sing “Broadway 
Baby Dolls,’ “Wishing 
and Waiting for Love” 
and “Jig, Jig, Jigaloo,” 
three Witmark Song Hits 
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Presented by Richard A. Rowland 
Directed by Mervyn LeRoy 
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Publix “B” Units Discontinuing, 
Due to Increasing Sound Policies 


Chicago, May 2s 

Starting June 29, all B&K “EB 
stage units will be discontinued 
Houses now playing these units in- 
clude the Oriental, Norshore, Hard- 
ing and Paradise, C':icago; Mis- 
souri, St. Louis; and Capitol, De- 
troit. 

Of these, the Harding and Nor- 
shore, neighborhoods, £0 into 
straight sound, dropping’ stage 


shows and orchestras. Oriental and 
Paradise will take up Publix “A” 
units from the east, adding two ad- 
ditional weeks here for them. Up- 
town and Tivoli, playing the east- 
ern units, will continue. 

No definite policies have been de- 
cided upon with the Missouri and 
Capitol. The St. Louis and Detroit 
houses may for the time being con- 
tinue with stage shows on a spot 
booking basis through the William 
Morris office. 

Chicago theatre, ace of the B&K 
group, is not. affected by the 
switches. 

Acts contracted for the “B” units 
after the June 29 date will be re- 
routed with Publix units from the 
east. 





PUBLIX ON CONTRACT 





Takes Steps Against Allen sl 
Canfield for Breach 

Any attempt by Doris Canfield 

(Allen and Canfield) to open in 


“Right Off the Boat,” new musical, 
will be met with injunction, ac- 
cording to notification sent by Pub- 
lix booking office to the producer 
of the show. 


Publix is taking action for breach 
of contract. Charge is the comedy 
team quit the “Castles in Air” unit, 
for which they were booked under 
a 26-week contract, without notice 
after playing two weeks, 


Allen and Canfield were with the 
unit in the break-in week at New 
Haven and completed the second 
week at the Paramount, New York. 
Previously they played 10 weeks in 
the west for Publix under another 
contract. 





Mark Linder’s 2-Reelers 
Mark Linder has signed with Ray- 
art pictures to direct and act in six 
two-reelers. 
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Acts Auto Jumping 








Argued Two Ways 
Keith's and Artists 


Keith's ban against jumping by 
auto will be enforced this summer. 
Booking office has ordered house 
managers to notify all acts that 


traveling from date to date by 
motor is against provisions in the 
contract. 

Among instances cited against 
motoring is a recent case in the 
south, An entire bill on the Inter- 
state time made a jump in a bus. 
Accident on the road caused the 
show to miss matinee time in the 
next town, with no performance 
possible until that night. 

Acts argue in favor of automo- 
biling, among them mostly those 
acts accustomed to traveling by car 
in the summer for many years. 
Claim is this sort of transporta- 
tion is far more healthful than in 
stuffy trains, and, where fares are 
not paid by the theatres, economi- 
cal, Many acts do not mind driving 
all night in the open air and claim 
the loss of sleep has no effect on 
their performing ability. 
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June 15 Starts Keith’s Saturday 
Opening in Vaude East and West 





+ 





Titles Kid Agents | 


Typewritten copies of a list 
of gag song titles are being 
circulated anonymously around 
the Square by some one who 
may have a grouch against the 
agents: 

“Vagabond Lover,” by Loule 
Love; “Spell of the Blues,” by 
Bruce Duffus; “Russian Lulla- 
by,” by Eddie Halson; “Mean 
to Me,” by Lew Sharp; “I Kiss 
Your Hand, Madame,” by 
Charlie Grohs; ‘“Wohderful 
You,” dedicated to Fisher by 
Matt Kelly; “I'll Get by as 
Long as I Have You,” dedicat- 
ed to Harry Lorraine, by Billy 
Dell; “Forgive Me,” dedicated 
to Lyons and Lyons, by Mattie 
Rosen; “Oh Baby What a 
Night,” dedicated to Shilling 
by Mac Brown; “Has Anybody 
Here Seen Kelly,” by Arthur 
Fisher; “Mistakes,” by Herman 
Green; “Mother’s Eyes,” by Eli 
Sobel; “I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Love,” by Al Free- 
man; “Old Man Sunshine,” by 
Max Lowenstein; “Me and My 

















Shadow,” by Gus ‘Adams; 
“Ready for the River,” by Al 
Friend; “Having My Ups and 
Downs,” by Eddie Smith; 
“She's Got Great Ideas,” dedi- 
cated to Belle Dow; “I'm 
Sorry,” by Fally Markus; “Oh, 
How I Hate to Get Up in the 
Morning,” by Willie Norton; 
“America I Love You,” by Bert’ 
Jonas; “It All Depends on 
You,” by Henry Peyser. 











Bankrupt Houses’ $5,000 
And Split for Lombardo 


Chicago, May 28. 
Guy Lombardo and his Royal 
Canadians orchestra, 10 men, have 
been booked for a week each at the 
Capitol and Avalon, two biggest 
houses on the bankrupt National 
Playhouses chain, for $5,000 week- 
ly plus a split over $21,000 gross. 


Lombardo has four weeks at the 
Marbro and Granada first for $33,- 
000, total salary. High figure was 
reached in a bidding contest be- 
tween Marks Bros. and B. & K., the 
latter stopping at a $28,000 bid. 


Darling and L & L 


Dickering has been going on be- 
tween Lyons & Lyons and Eddie 
Darling for Darling to enter the 
L. & L. agency. 


Looked early this week as though 
the deal would be made. 


Lyons & Lyons is attempting to 
build up an extensive foreign book- 
ing organization, with Darling look- 
ing after this end as well as round- 
ing up headline attractions on this 
side. 

Darling has been inactive since 
resigning as Keith’s head booker. 











And Bill Knows Chi 


Chicago, May 28. 

Bill Halligan, playing the State 
Lake last week, between shows went 
across the street to a poolroom to 
take a flyer on the bobtails. He had 
on his stage clothes and a heavy roll 
of stage dough, used in the act, 
which he flashed. A couple of quick 
workers piped the bundle and after 
the show followed him to the Sher- 
man. 

The following day two fashion 
plates came up to the room to see 
him, yanked out a couple of 48’s 
and frisked everybody in the place. 
Halligan had drawn $200 at the b. o. 
the night before, which the boys 
got and everything else of value the 
others had, 

An ad in the Tribune “Liberal re- 
ward and no questions asked” did 
not get a peep. 

Halligan was born and lived in 
Chi. 





June 15 has been set by Jog 
Plunkett as the commencement 
of the Keith week in its vaudeville 


houses east and west, excepting in 
six theatres opening Sunday or 
Monday. 

Other than Winnipeg, White 
Plains and New Rochelle, N. Y., ana 
Trenton, N. J., opening on Monday, 
with the two Los Angeles houses 
continuing to open on Sunday, all 
Keith’s will start the vaude week 
at the Saturday matinee. Another 
txception is New Brunswick, N. J, 
commencing the new opening this 
Saturday, June 1, 

Making the change from Sunday 
to Saturday at the summer’s start 
is mainly because Saturday in hot 
weather has grown to be notorious. 
ly an off show day. This will give 
the day the advantage of a possible 
draw through the new bill, rather 
than ending the week with the old 
one, 

Saturday also places Keith's for 
opening alongside the competing 
picture houses. 

Keith’s in the east for years 
opened its shows Monday. After 
the Keith control had changed, the 
new direction caused the bills to 
start Sunday. Saturday opening is 
the second shift for Keith's within 
10 months. 

Full weeks will end Friday night, 
Split weeks will run from Satur- 
day to Tuesday and Wednesday to 
Friday. 

Six day towns will lay off their 
bills on the closed Sunday. 


Jack Atkins Leaves 
Chicago Actors’ Union 








Chicago, May 28. 
Jack Atkins, secretary-treasurer 
and organizer of the Actors’ Union 
has resigned. 
Atkins’ statement on his retire- 
ment, says: 

“Jack Atkins has resigned from 
his position as secretary and gen- 
eral organizer of the Actors’ Union 
as it has severed all relations with 
the American Artistes Federation, 
and through it the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, so that it is no 
longer connected with organized 
labor in any way.” 

Concerning Atkins’ statement, 
Phil Phillips, president of the Ac- 
tors’ Union, said: 

“The Actors’ Union never was 
officially affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Artistes’ Federation. Although 
Atkins caused such an affiliation to 
be printed on our membership cards, 
with full permission of Mountford, 
we were not shown any letter or 
papers to prove it. 

“It is because of this misleading 
juggling of facts that we unani- 
mously voted to sever any possible 
moral or legal connection with the 
American Artistes Federation that 
Atkins might have entered into 
without our knowledge. 

“We lose nothing by ‘breaking af- 
filiation’ with the American Art- 
istes Federation, because we had 
no affiliation. We retain tne ex- 
pressed co-operation of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor and will 
continue our activities in the open, 
so that there will be no suspicion 
as to what we are doing.” 

Actors’ Union has informed all 
members it will attempt soon to se- 
cure a Federation charter. 

Atkins’ secretarial duties have 
been asusmed by Phillips. Frank 
Callan, vice-president, is in charge 
of the treasury. Both temporarily. 





PERT KELTON IN “SALLY” 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

Pert Kelton, playing Orpheum 
vaude and sojourning at the hotel 
operated in Hollywood by her 
father, has crashed pictures. 

She has been cast for a part in 
“Sally” by First National. 





Sid Silvers With M. C. 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 
Sid Silvers is doing his “plant” 





Trixie in Show 
Trixie Friganz:. has been granted 
a release from vaude by Keith’s to 
go with John Murray Anderson's 
“Almanacs,” new revue, 
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was handled by Charlie Morrison, 


stuff this week at the Stanley, with 
Charlie Melson, the M. C. of that 
house. Silvers is using the same 
gags as when with Phil Baker, with 


Melson carrying a clarinet. Paker 
carried an accordion. 
vate Qstecawat a+ #414... have ‘ efe 
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pearance. He was Baker's audience 








also Trixie’s Keith agent. 
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Whiteman-Old Gold Special Bunch 
Ride De Luxe—50 Aboard and Happy 
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' By Abel Green 


. Philadelphia, May 24. 


This is a nite club, all stag, on 
wheels, excepting that the club is 
going at all hours, day and night, 
in the club car and all over. No 
rough stuff and everybody well be- 
haved, relishing the idea of the 16 
stopoffs in 12 days of traveling. 
Some days three towns, such as 
Cleveland, Toledo and Detroit, all 
‘gm one day on Sunday (May 26) 
where the stopoffs are for an hour 
or two, merely for the station 
broadcasts. 

Paul Whiteman is doing the un- 
usual of giving free concerts in 16 
key cities from coast to coast on 
behalf of Old Gold as a grand bally- 
hoo exploitation stunt, not forget- 
ting his Universal talker to come. 
One doesn’t appreciate its magni- 
tude and the effect of Old Gold’s 
nation-wide coast-to-coast enlist- 
ment of showmanship for exploita- 
tion until on the special. 

Whiteman is set with Old Gold 
for one-hour’s regular commercial 
broadcast of Tuesday night weekly 
over the Columbia Broadcasting 
System for which he receives $8,000 
for that hour. He is free to fill in 
with anything and everything as he 
is doing and for which purpose he 
took advantage of these de luxe fa- 
cilities. 

Paul is slated for “The King of 
'Jazz,”” Universal's all-talker special, 
under Paul Fejo’s direction: The 
‘day after arrival in Los Angeles on 
June 6, Whiteman goes to San 
Francisco June 7 for a week at the 
Pantages, guaranteed $8,500 on a 
50-50 split over $25,000. Two more 
weeks in Los Angeles for Pan fol- 
low, same terms, following which 
“Whiteman goes into the U talker. 
It thus gives the producers some 
more time to select a girl, a femme 
lead for a difficult assignment. 


qoin”) Circused Tour 
Bert McMurtree of Lennen & 
Mitchell, the Old Gold’s advertising 
agency, conceived this idea of the 
0. G. Whiteman special. Cities vis- 
ited are thoroughly Whiteman-con- 
scious if not Old Gold, but the tieup 
always include the cigaret company 
for a plug. H. Elliott Stuckel, legit 
Pp. a., was contracted by Old Gold 
for advance. He has circused and 
ballyhooed Whiteman’s advent in 
Barnumesque manner. There are 
local newspaper tieups galore; con- 
certs, while free, have been digni- 
fledly handled, so that the “by in- 
vitation” courtesy admission cards 
attract truly hi-hat carriage trade. 
At the opening concert at the 
decrepit and run-down Metropoli- 
tan, Stanley house, in Philly, the 
house attaches were heartbroken 


(Continued on page 38) 


GAUDSMITHS AGAIN | 








Henry Wants  Children—Makes 
Charges Against Their Mother 





Chicago, May 28. 


Filing a petition claiming im- 
moral’ conduct, Henry Gaudsmith, 
of the Gaudsmith Brothers, vaude, 
has opened a fight to get custody 
‘of two children from his wife, Flor- 
ence. She secured a divorce de- 
cree and care of the children on 
grounds of cruelty and is now liv- 
ing in New York. 

Gaudsmith’s petition, filed through 
Attorney Benjamin H. Ehrlich, also 
wants the court decree of $50 week- 
‘ly alimony dissolved. 


Howard Bros.’ $10,000 


Chicago, May 28. 
Eugene and Willie Howard have 
been booked for two weeks at the 
Marbro and Granada theatres by 
Marks Bros. at $5,000 net weekly. 
Open June 21. 
They’re playing the Palace, Chi- 








cago, this week for less. Marks 
Bros. are the indie theatre oper- 
ators. 











“Variety” for Summer 





SPITE! | 
Moe Howard, one of tr 4 
Healy’s stooges, has changed 


the Moe to Harry. In retalia- 
tion the original Harry How- 
ard, comedian, has rechristened 
his trick stage dog “Ted 
Healy.” 








y 





MISS STANFORD’S MISTRIAL | 


Suit For $200,000 Damages in Balti- 
more Must Start All Over. 





Baltimore, May 28. 


Stanley-Crandall’s objection to 
newspaper publication of certain 
photographs of the plaintiff re- 
sulted in a mistrial of Eldora 
Stanford's $200,000 against the 
theatre operators for alleged injuries 
sustained by her on the stage of 
the Stanley theatre in this city on 
January, 1928. 


The Theatre, newly opened at that 
time, was using stage acts in con- 
junction with its picture program. 
Miss Stanford, daughter of a Texas 
judge, was performing at the time 
she alleges she was struck by an 
iron bar falling from the stage cur- 
tain. The suit claimed the loss of 
her voice and partial paralysis as a 
result of the accident. 


The photographs objected to 
showed the actress prior to the in- 
jury, which medical authority for 
the defense sought to show was 
psychopathic. 

A new trial of the suit is sched- 
uled to begin June 3. 


$10,000 Bills Can’t 
Keep Riverside Open 


Keith's Riverside, two-a-day, New 
York, will douse the lights for the 
summer. Saturday night. Sudden 
decision by Keith’s to darken the 
uptown two-a-dayer was motivated 
by unprofitable grosses the past 
month, 

Riverside went straight 
with eight or nine acts’ three 
months ago. It has been spending 
$10,000 to $12,000 weekly for bills. 

Once among the most successful 
straight vaude theatres in the 
country, the Riv added films over 
a year ago, cutting its vaude to five 
acts of intermediate quality. The 
neighboring 81st Street, also Keith’s 
and vaudfilms, consistently out- 
grossed the Riverside with a simi- 
lar policy. 

Recent trouble with ticket spec- 
ulators around 96th street, result- 
ing in the dismissal of the Riverside 
manager and box office crew, was 
no indication that the house had 
been doing business. The manager, 
Eddie Goodman, claimed he dealt 
with the specs to stimulate the then 
anemic attendance. : 

Riverside will reopen Labor Day, 
again attempting to revive straight 
vaude in the neighborhood. 








vaude 





Irene Franklin Quits; 
East for Legit Role 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Failure of local Orpheum to ac- 


i/cord Irene Franklin exclusive head- 


line billing resulted in the redhead 
walking off the current bill. Her 
contract and the personal promise 


of Bill McCaffery, the Orpheum 
booker, specified solo honors on 
billing. 


Ward and Van picked up locally 
replaced with Ken Murray, also on 
bill, extending his efforts to help 
fill the breach. 

Miss Franklin sails for New York 
via the Panama Canal. She is 
booked for Arthur Hammerstein's 
new musical, “Just Yesterday,” in 
which she will impersonate a bur- 
lesque soubrette. 





COSTLY LIGHTER 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
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Carelessness of an actor with a 
| cigarette lighter backstage at the| 
| Starland (vaudfilm) caused a $5,000 
| fire. 

Acior used tite lighter to find his 
way around and burned two screens 
; and the sound apparatus. 
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KEN MURRAY 


Establishing a precedent in Los 
Angeles by appearing two weeks at 
Orpheum, two weeks at Hill St. 
Now back again at Orpheum. 
This week Los Angeles “Record” 


said: “Ken:Murray headlined Or- 
pheum and walks away with every- 
thing in sight, and notwithstanding 
tough competition.”—Don Roberts. 
Just finished work on new R-K-O 
picture. Rejoining unit June 16, 
Palace, Chicago. 


Direction CHARLES ALLEN, 


FOREIGN BEAUTS 
CRAVE HOT 
MEAT 


The international beauties who 
are on their way to the beauty 
eontest in Galveston, Tex., are stay- 
ing at the Hotel Lincoln, while they 
are in New York, but it would take 


a linguistic Sherlock Holmes to 
track them down. 

All languages except English are 
spoken by the beauts. ‘As far as 
could be ascertained, the interpre- 
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A BOOKER’S IDEA 


A Keith office booker who 
thinks Variety panned him and 
seemingly hopes it won't be 
repeated, asked a Variety re- 
porter if it would do him any 
good to put an advertisement 
in Variety. 











STANLEY EVANS’ BOUNCERS 


Pen for 3 Years on Last One for 








$25; M. C. Working Too 
Stanley Evans, 28, dancer and 
singer, of 517 West 175th street, 


was sentenced to the Penitentiary 
to a term up to three years on his 
plea of guilty to bouncing a check. 

According to the officials of the 
Union Circulation Company of 65 
Columbus Circle, for whom Evans 
worked before taking up theatricals, 
the latter caused a cashier of the 
company to cash a rubber one for 
$25 on Aug. 11, 1927. Since that 
time, it was said, he had worked 
the same game to the amount of 
$233. 

Evans was arrested on the charge 
a week ago while acting as master 
of ceremonies at the Moonlight 
Grill, night club, at 166 Eldridge 
street. 


CHI RACKETEERS TAKING 
ACTORS BY FRIGHT 


Chicago, May 28. 

Smart racketeers are cashing in 
on Chi’s murderous rep to the con- 
sternation of performers in local 
legit and vaude stands. 

The racketeers, tough looking in- 
dividuals with a few smashed ears 
and such, have been visiting dress- 
ing rooms in small groups and 











ters and managers with the gals 
spoke no language whatever. 
Seemed to be deaf and dumb and 
off in a cloud of canaries. One in- 
terpreter never took his pipe out of 
his mouth except to utter a few 
grunts in an unknown tongue, In- 
jun, maybe. Neither were they 
able to corral the beauts who were 
secreted throughout various rooms 
in the hotel. 

Down in the lobby some beauts 
had finally assembled. Miss Aus- 
tria, Miss Germany, Miss Luxem- 
burg, Miss Spain and a godsend in 
the shape of Miss England. Miss 
England, after the blunt English 
fashion, panned the ice water, the 
tall buildings, the dirty streets of 
our city ‘and wanted to have the 
trolley tracks torn up, but she was 
the best looking of the lot. 


Food on the Mind 


All the beauties have one gen- 
eral grievance against America and 
that is that they are not fed nearly 
enough. 

Miss England had something to 
say upon this subject. 

“In Europe everyone is not trying 
to reduce as American women are,” 
she said. “We have hardly gotten 
anything to eat since we have been 
here. We are used to eating big 
lunches and dinners. Here they seem 
to think that because we are beauty 
contestants we want to starve our- 
selves.” 

Miss Roumania was missing from 
the Internationals, but a Roumanian 
journalist who had accompanied her 
to America did his best for her in 
her absence. Miss Roumania’s mes- 
sage to America states that she 
is not attempting to negotiate a 
loan. Evidently Queen Marie's visit 
to our country has not been forgot- 
ten. 

Just then lunch was announced 
for the beauts and they arose in a 
body at the summons with no more 
thought for anything but hot meat. 


LUBIN WON’T RETIRE 





contemplates 
business. 
Lubin was mentioned as possibly 
in line to head the combined Loew- 
Fox vaude booking office, but at that 
| time reported preferring retirement 
instead. 
| no intention of becoming 
oot far as vi aude is concerned 


retiring from show 








in at Ameri af 
Loew's vaude, Loew’s booking mon- 
jager is Marvin Schenck 


t 
asUwiia iS Scns rat 


J. H. Lubin denies the report he! 


Lubin now states he has| 
inactive | 





simply announcing they’re-taking up 
a collection for a pal in the ‘pen. 
And not “will you kick in?” but 
“how much will you kick in?” 

One legit player, visited by | the 
boys, meekly pointed to the roll on 
his dressing table and quietly 
watched them walk out with all he 
had. A couple of dicks were posted 
backstage at the Palace to see that 
acts weren't taken. Doormen where 
the boys have walked in have been 
too overcome with quiet to squawk. 


Frisco Fixes Beak 
Only Just Because 


‘ Chicago, May 28. 

Joe Frisco is another of the come- 
dians who went groucho on their 
noses, with the noses having had a 
run for years on the same faces. 
Frisco, the stuttering fox, has been 
looking at his nose while bookers 
were making up their minds wheth- 
er the $2,500 he is asking is exces- 
sive. Though threatened with fallen 
arches, Frisco blamed the nose rath- 
er than the bookers. 

Specialists are said to have ad- 
vised Frisco that through inhaling 
strong cigars and blowing the smoke 
through his beezer the heavy load 
of smoke had shifted the beak one 
and one-half points toward the 
south, 

Frisco hasn't played the south, ex- 
cept Miami, in several years. He is 
naturally adverse as an artist to ad- 
vertising it. 

So comes a schnozzle, to save the 
arches, 











JOHN FITZGERALD’S FALL 
Akron, O., May 28. 
Johnny Fitzgerald, of the Fitz- 
geralds, Loew time, is confined to 
jbed here, the result of an injured 
|back suffered when he tripped and 
ifell while attempting a 20-foot 
|jump from a barrel on top of a pile 
of tables. 















Attempting to jump his foot 
caught, throwing him backward. He 
narrowly escaped death when his 
shoulder caught on one o é pyra- 
mided tables, ri | eadlong 
plunge. 

Physicians whl him pre- 
|dicted he will to return 
| to the stage nth. The 
- | - - ee at a 
| #8eetecapr VLU caine o vee 
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Russian Singer With Spir it Quits. 
Keith's When Promise Is Broken 


Kuznezoff walked out on Kei 
for future engagements, going with 
Fox and opening this Thursday at 
Fox's Academy of Music. 

The singer played Keith's Pal- 
ace, New “ork, last week. He left 
despite a Keith offer to appear in 
the rest of Keith’s New York 
houses. 


h's 


The singer alleges he opened at 
the Palace for “show money” with 
the understanding if he mude good, 
which he did, his salary would be 
set while in that house. 

Pay day came and with it 
“show” salary. 

Kuzezenoff burned and walked. 

He refused to listen to any argu- 
ment, saying he had left it to the 
Keith honor at the bookers’ request, 
and they had broken faith with him. 


PEABODY OUTFIT IN 
L. A. BACKSTAGE JAM 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Eddie Peabody's clan scored 
again. This time James Timlin, 60, 
diminutive engineer at the Egyptian 
theatre, Hollywood, took the sock. 
It was all on account of a dirty 
sink in the banjo player’s dressing 
room. 

Opening day of Peabody at the 
house Mrs. Peabody, manager, buf- 
fer, and charge d’affairs for her 
‘husband, noticed that the wash 
bowl in the dressing room was 
slightly dirty. House manager, Hal 
Neides, sent Timlin in to do the 
job. Timlin didn’t work fast enough 
so Mrs. Peabody is said to have 
remonstrated with him. He in 
turn told her he was just helping 
out. Mrs. Peabody resented this, 
Saying she was insulted and that 
Timlin would pay for it. Then Ed- 
die Peabody came to the front tell- 
ing the aged engineer he was fired. 
Timlin went about his work and 
was standing at the stage door 
when a six footer came along and 
said “I'm Mrs. Peabody’s brother, 
you insulted my sister’—sock! 

‘I.mlin ran on the stage, saw the 
house manager and told him. Stage 
hands heard it too. Mrs. Peabody’s 
big brother, whose name no one in 
the house knows ran into Peabody’s 
dressing room shouting, “They're 
after me.” Neides pulled the stage 
hands off, then told the Peabodys 
to get the relative out and keep 
him out. 

Timlin obtained a John Doe war- 
rant charging assult for the arrest 
of Mrs. Peabody’s brother. 


the 








GIRL MUSICIANS SCARCE 


All-Femme Unit Producer Goes Far 
Afield in Search for Them 








The vogue for all-girl acts in 
vaude and the consequent demand 
for femme bands has about exhaust- 
ed the supply of girl players around 
New York. 

E. K. Nadel, the first of the vaude 
producers to turn out all-girl units, 
began putting a new one together. 
To get sufficient musicians he im- 
ported a trio from the coast. To 
make sure the girls were not 
grabbed up by Harry Rogers, Harry 
Krivit or some of the others he 
placed them under contract before 
they started east. 


Soft Pedal “Keith’s” 


Cleveland, May 238. 
Keith's Palace has dropped the 
“Keith's” part in its ads, in favor 
of RKO billing, but the huge elec- 
tric light sign on top of the build- 
ing still reads “Keith's Palace.” 
Sign has been one of city’s land- 
marks since house was built, 





Horace Reeves, of the London 
agency, in New York. teturns to 
London June 5, 








BOOKING OUTLETS 
We book all over . ° 
everywhere ..., any- 
where .. . everything 
- anybody ... Pub- 
fix... Leew... Fox 
-». Warner, R-K-O 
° independent . 
ilways a market te be 
found for any type of 
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J JERRY CARGILL 
1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
TELEPHONE’ BRYANT 0554-5 
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Loew's Stage Productions for 


About 20 Weeks Next Season’ 


Loew's will play its own stage 
productions next season in about 20 
of its picture houses. Some of t 
at present ire using the Publix 
unit shows 

When the Loew's own shows start 
about August, taking off from the| 


Capitol, New York, the Publix stage 
shows will be discontinued in the 
Loew houses. 

Included in the Loew's 2¢ weeks 
may be some of the Fox deluxes. At 
present that has not been settled. 

From reports no arrangements as 
yet have been made as to the Loew 
unit producer. It is likely Louis K. 
Sidney will have this department 
thrust upon him, He is the Loew 
Stage director. 





Levey Chi Office Reopens 


©! With No Houses On Books 


May 28. 
»ffice here, inactive for 
has reopened with 
|/'Tommy Sacco in charge. Sacco had 
been an agent and producer. 


Chicago 
Bert Levey 


several months, 


| 

Understood that Levey’s object in 
reopening locally was mainly to 
|have representation. There isn’t a 
single house left on the Levey books. 
Levey, stuck with a lease on his of- 
fice in the Woods bldg., figured he 
may as well keep his name on the 
door. 








SHIFTING THE SCAR! 


Fred Allen's brother went 
under the knife for appendi- 
citis and other sundry abdom- 
inal repairs. 

As he told it: “The operation 
was on me but the scar is on 
my brother.” 











'Keith’s Temple, Detroit, 35c 


Detroit, May 238. 

A report here is that Nate Blum- 
berg, new western operator for 
Keith's, has decided upon a policy 
of eight acts and a picture at 
Keith's Temple, on a grind at cheap 
prices, 

From opening until six, 25 cents 
and at night 35 cents is to be the 
scale, 

Temple has been closed of late. 
It’s located in a cluster of burlesque 
stock and picture houses. 
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HERE IS A UNIQUE SONG OF STRONG EMOTIONAL AND MELODIC AP- 
PEAL—FULL OF THE LANGUOR OF THE PHILIPPINES 


A SURE-FIRE WINNER FOR ANY GOOD VOCALIST 
OR FOR PICTURES AND RADIO USES 


THE POPULAR EDITION OF 


“ZAMBOANGA” 


is for medium voice only with highly effective orchestral accompaniment, 
edition in three keys for all voices, with piano accompaniment 


PROFESSIONAL COPIES TO RECOGNIZED PERFORMERS 


Standard 





: KEITH’S AMATEUR SKITS 





Little Theatre Entrants Going Into 
Vaudeville 





Robert Kasper’s “Smokescreen,” 
winner of the last Chicago Drama 
League tournament, has been 
booked for vaude by Keith's, open- 
|ing June 2 at the Palace, Chicago. 
Helen Williams, John Graham and 
Arthur Blum, original cast mem- 
bers, will play it. 





Winner of the previous Chicago 
award, Fay Ehlert’s “Undercur- 
rent,” is still in vaude. 

Another amateur playlet accepted 
by Keith’s is the St. Augustine 
(Fla.) Little Theatre’s version of 
William C, DeMille’s “Poor Old 
Jim,” runner-up in the _ recent 
Belasco cup tournament. Cast of 
three includes Charles F. Hopkins, 
Jr., Hazel Hopkins and Fred Hend- 
erich. Same script has been done 
by others in vaude before, 


‘Indie Agents Also’ . 
Hit by Sound Vogue 


A shifting of independent vaude 
houses of late has placed the Fally 
Markus agency far in the lead as 
to bookings. Arthur Fisher is sec- 
ond with A. B. Dow third. A change 
of vaude to sound affected John B. 
Coutts harder than some of the 
other indies. 

Jack Linder also eased off in book- 
ings due to the move of Harry Car- 
lin from his office to the Keith of- 
fices. 

The rest of the independent book- 
ers are just holding on with the 
advent of real hot weather certain 
to reduce their small holdings dras- 
tically. 








L & L Sticks to Curtis 


Lyons & Lyons is still booking all 
its acts through Jack Curtis, 

Report was that L & L had 
switched to Charles Morrison. 


Wednesday, May 29, 1929 


N. V. A.’s New Direction s 
Not Yet Organized 


No movement appears to have yet 
been made to organize the new di- 


rectorate and direction of the N, 


V. A. 


Pat Casey, one of the new offi« 


accepted as the general 
head under the latest and unex. 
pected switch in the N. V. A. lay 
out, says there are so many things 
to be looked after, he isn’t certain 
just when the reorganization may 
be actually reached. 

One of the first moves he will 
make when the time arrives, stated 
Casey, will be to call a meeting of 
the new executive committee, com- 
posed of William Fox, president, 
with Charles Moskowitz and Hiram 
Brown, besides Casey. 

Meanwhile no changes of any im- 
portance have been announced, 
Henry Chesterfield remains in 
charge at the N. V. A. clubhouse, 
Contracts were let to furnish the 
near-completed N. V. A. Sanitarium 
at Saranac, before the current ad- 
ministration was elected. It leaves 
no immediate haste for attention in 
that direction. 


cers and 








————— 
IT’S AMAZING!! 


iS WHAT 


GOVERNOR EMMERSON 


OF ILLINOIS SAID 


AFTER WITNESSING A PRIVATE 
PERFORMANCE GIVEN AT THE 
EXECUTIVE MANSION BY 


ERCEDES 


“THE REASON IS OBVIOUS” 



























































American Rep. 





FRANK DONNELLY-NORMAN JEFFRIES REEVES & LAMPORT 





NT . 
European Rep. 











AMOS 


* ANDY 


(CORRELL and GOSDEN) 


BROADCASTING 


“AMERICA’S BEDTIME STORY” 
NOW PLAYING PANTAGES, LOS ANGELES 






































BOOSEY & COMPANY, Inc., Music Publishers, Steinway Hall, New York City 
113 W. 57th St. 
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these boys couldn't dance, 
which they can, and plenty, they 
would rate a high percentage in 
show business on appearance alone.” 
BOSTON “GLOBE” 


Wirection MILT LEWIS 
Associate, BIL. COWAN 
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Big Bargain ?-a-Day Bills in Minn., 
But Hennepin'’s 2d Wk. Only $12,000 





Minneapolis, May 28. 
In an effort to put across the two- 
a-day reserved seat policy the 
Hennepin-Orpheum kere is giving 
the natives some show bargains for 
7T5c nights and 50c matinees. Shows 
consist of six acts, sound or talk- 
ing feature, and Pathe sound news. 
Last week the house had Natacha 
Nattova and Co., Little Jack Little, 
Claiborne Foster & Co., Herb Wil- 











GEORGE 
BEATTY 


H. E, 8., on the Winnipeg “Press,” 
says: “GEORGE BEATTY is ome of 
the best comedians the Orpheum has 
given us for some time. His songs 
were tuneful and his fun was clean 
and he received round after round of 
applause.” 





Direction PHIL OFFIN, MAX E. 
HAYES OFFICE. 














liams & Co. and the M-G-M picture, 
“Tide of the Empire.’ This week 
there are Florence Moore, Lulu Mc- 
Connell and Co., with Robert Hy- 


man and Virginia Mann, former 
local stock favorites, and Robert 
Haines’ “Duke Steps Out.” June 2 


brings Van and Schenck, together 
with the M-G-M all talker, “Mary 
Dugan,” as well as five other acts, 
considerable of an entertainment 
combination for six bits. 

Everybody is co-operating, and 
Claude Saunders and Frank Burke, 
district and house manager, respec- 
tively, are working their heads off 
to make the policy a success. The 
billboards read “back to the good 
old times.” Headliners have been 
donating their services gratis for 
special radio broadcasts to plug the 
two-a-day. Herb Williams, who 
received 18,000 votes in the R-K-O 
radio popularity contest, went on 
the air here for the first time any- 
where last week and, like Sophie 
Tucker the week previously, made 
a plea for public support of the pol- 
icy, as well as doing an act. 


Little Jack Little broadcast with- 
out compensation on three different 
nights. Even the house orchestra 
petitioned local union executives to 
abrogate the rule against broadcast- 
ing without compensation so that 
it could give radio concerts to boost 
the two-a-day. 


Low Grosses 


Considering the squawks when 
the theatre went into the continu- 
ous policy two years ago, the calibre 
of the present entertainment and 
the efforts being expended to popu- 
larize the two-a-day, results so far 
have been disappointing. The first 
week’s gross was around $14,000; 
second week’s, $12,000. 


With the vaude costing from $5,- 
500 to $6,500 and the pictures $3,000, 
the house nut runs from $16,000 to 
$18,000 weekly, as compared with 
about $15,000. The increased out- 
lay for vaudeville more than off- 
sets the savings on house opera- 
tions. 


| 


| 
| 
| 





DIVING BOARD COMICS 





Hiotel swimming pool craze 
which has swept the hostelries 
of Manhattan have engendered 
a new specie of comedian, the 
diving-board comics. Two lads 
at a 56th street pool have de- 
veloped an act which they sell 
Sundays and holidays at nata- 
toriums all over the city. 

They are a dress designer 
and a photographer, the latter 
formerly a heavyweight boxer. 
The boys attire themselves in 
huge swimming suits with 
alarm clocks on their knees 
and shoehorns as medals. Draw 
scores of spectators as they 
approach the high dive and do 
their comedy. 

Get $25 a performance and 
booked solid. 

Fraternity groups hiring pools 
book the boys for laughs. 

Both experts in water, 
winding up the comedy with 
fine diving. 
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VAUDE CIRCUIT IN JAM 
OVER CAL. LABOR LAWS 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

One of the large national vaude- 
ville circuits is seriously in danger 
of having its license to operate out 
here revoked because of its per- 
sistent failure to observe the labor 
laws of the state of California. 
Numerous complaints by acts 
against the circuit may result in 
drastic measures to compel respect 
for regulations, 

It is specified by law that towns 
and dates must be mentioned in 


theatrical contracts and that such 
contracts must be approved in ad- 
vance by the Labor Bureau. It is 
also charged that pro rata salaries 
are paid in violation of the rules 
governingse compensation. It is un- 
derstood that matters reached a 
crisis this week and that the offend- 
ing circuit has been given until the 
end of this week to get in tune with 
the law. 











}|Stage Band and Revue | 


Belle Baker Starting 
Belle Baker will leave New York 
for the coast tomorrow (Thursday) 


Units Cold With Keith’s| to begin work on her first talking 


Keith's will notify its agents and 
producers this week that vaunde 
units of the stage band or revue | 
type are no longer wanted by the 
booking office. 

Opinion of the bookers is that 
audiences are rapidly tiring of the 
stereotyped form of unit now 


around, 
Units along the ilnes of the Keith 
production department's recent 


“Collegiate Show” composed of 
regular vaude turns and playing 


like a vaude show, with an after- 
piece at the end, will be welcome, 
the booking office states. 


Advice to the producers regard- 
ing acceptable units is to include 


for or five standard turns, properly 
spotted and mounted, and a com- 
pany roundup at the finale. These 
units to play and look like vaude 
bills and not one long series of spe- 
cialties which the bookers claim are 
proving monotonous and too much 
the same. 

About 10 of the condemned units 
are presently playing for Keith's. 
The units call for salaries ranging 
from $2,500 to $4,500. 

Vaude form of unit will necessi- 
tate the use of a better grade of 
acts, since they will be presented 
alone, and eliminate most of the 
$100 and $150 specialty people whe 
must have stage band and m. c. 
support. Most of the latter came to 
vaude from the picture houses. 





Judgments 


Samuel Gruber, Albert Friedland- 
er, Samuel Seelenfreund and Re- 
Ward Amusement Co., Ine.; C. 
Kolb; $3,636. 


Sophie Genesin; Newam Theatre 
Corp.; costs, $111.34. 


Satisfied Judgments 


Herman Timberg, Ine.; Strand 
Amusement Co.; $3,704.75; April 9. 


Bankruptcy Petitions 
Hotel Paramount Operating Co., 
Inc., 235 West 46th street, liabilities 
$1,388. 
235 West 46th Street Co., Inc., 
hotel, 235 West 46th street, liabili- 
ties $2,792. 


feature for Tiffany-Stahl. 








Charlie Althoff 





Last Night on the C. B. S. 


(Columbia Broadcasting System) 


By K. TRENHOLM 





“La Palina, featured at a 
local theatre, arrived between 
acts to fulfill her radio obli- 
gations, bringing with her an 
old vaudeville headliner— 
Charlie Althoff—whose im- 
personation of a very ancient 
gentleman completely mysti- 
fied. . . . His comedy songs 
and dialogue were refreshing 
in the La Palina lineup and 
while he is not in a sense at 
radio regular, his act ‘clicked’ 
last night.”"—N. Y. Sun, May 
23rd. 











For Broadcasting and Records 
Communicate with 


T. D. KEMP, JR. 


Hammerstein Bidg., New York 






































EDWIN JEROME 


PALACE 
NEW YORK 
NOW 


WITH HER COMPANY 





HAROLD ELLIOTT 


Management: HARRY WEBER 


IRENE RICH 
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Collins Vice Bierbauer 
As Asst. Chief Booker 


Johnny 
to Georg 
head, 


Collins will be assistant 
ze Godfrey, Keith's booking 
and booker of a group of New 


York theatres, succeeding Charlie 
Bierbauer in both. 

Bierbauer, supplanting Wesley 
Fraser, has been placed in charge 
of the “fifth floor” bookers and 
Keith's office in Boston. Bierbauer 
is assisted in New York by Jule 


Delmar, his former agency partner, 
while Doc Breed is in charge in Bos- 
ton under Bierbauer’s supervision. 

Supervising bookers and theatres 
is something new for Bierbauer, who 
has been a booker for only three 
months. Previously he was an 
agent. 

Collins rejoined Keith's a_ short 
time ago after a lengthy absence, 
during which time he was an agent 
for Loew's and others, Collins’ re- 
turn to Keith's was as new act and 





material scout, 


the time engaging acts on term|! 
contracts, and while in New York | 
as emergency booker. 
On the Nev’ York time Collins 
will have Paddy Schwartz as asst 
Schwartz will also book several) 
houses on his own. He is the booker 
of Newburgh and Poughkeepsie. 
Collins when in the Keith office | 


establishec a 
Mostly he 
1-day 


as a booker 
knowing his 
then booked the 


in the 


business 
two-t 
eastern key cities 


houses 


PAN DEAL DELAY 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Though still on the fire, the 
Keith-Radio-Orpheum deal with Al- 
exander Pantages is being delayed. 





No causes announced nor any 
date of closing reported. 
Sound at Richmond Hill 
Keith's, Richmonc Hill, L. L., will 


drop vaude for straight sound pic- 
tures for the summer. 

Richmond Hill opened last Janu- 
ary. 


on the road part of | 


rep for) 








Baby Threat 


— 





don't 
pop, 


| “If you stop 
aching,” said 


| you in a unit.” 





Vaudevillian's child be 


“I'll book 


awling. 
belly 








NEW ACTS 


| Charles Howar@a and 


Hickey. 


with Raymond Wilbert, 


ford, Rose and Roberts, 
Field and chorus (10). 


flash act with 17. 


E. K. Nadel’s “Golf Fiends” 


Edward 


(unit) 


Eton Four, 
Tuck and Frances, Frost and Clif- 


Roselyn 


Al Belasco and Jack Flynn in 


Lester Lane and five people. 


eight. 
with Lew Archer, John 
and 23 others. 
Triple Art Revue. 
Jean Upham and four. 





Jack Wilson and unit. 


Flo Mayo and Girls in flash with 


“Oh Honey,” by James Cantwell, 


O'Connor 


| 
} 
| 
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Nate Blumberg, Western 
Operator for Keith’s 


Chicago, May 28. 
Nate Blumberg has been promot- 
ed to western division operator for 
Keith's. 





Appointment came following 
Blumberg'’s showing in the han- 
dling of the Orpheum Jr. circuit 
(Keith's) in this section. He brought 
that circuit out of the red after the 
former regime in Keith’s had sunk 
over $800,000 :nto it within a year. 


Blumberg’s new territory besides 
the Juniors will take in all Keith 
houses in Chicago and Milwaukee, 
with the southern section starting 
with Kansas City. That includes 
St. Louis; Memphis and New Or- 
leans. Blumberg will probably place 
an assistant in St. Louis. 

Earl Crabb, first Chicago divi- 
sional manager for Keith’s has re- 
signed. 

Blumberg formerly operated the 


Orph Jr’s Radio Ads. 


Chicago, May 28. 

Programs of the four Keith-con. 
trolled houses in Chicago are adver. 
tised regularly over radio station 
KYW. 

Circular letter has been sent to all 
Orpheum Jr. houses suggesting they 
try the idea on local stations 





2 Poli’s, No Vaude 

Vaude has been dropped from two 
Fox-Poli houses, Elm Street, Wor- 
cester, and Palace, Waterbury, will 
play straight pictures through the 
summer. 

Jack Loeb resumes the vaude 
bookings next August. 








Universal theatre chain in Wis- 
consin. He was made Orpheum Jr. 
divisional manager shortly after 
Jos. Plunkett became general op- 
erator of the Keith theatres. 
Orpheum Jr. takes in towns like 
Champaign, Ill., and Sioux City, la, 











IN 


A SOLID HIT AT THE PALACE THEATRE, NEW YORK, LAST WEEK 


JESSE 


BLOCK and SULLY 


“A TALKIE WITHOUT FILM’ 


By AL BOASBERG Direction: MARTY FORKINS 

















UNIT 


UNIT 


DAVE WHITE Co. 


In “PALM BEACH FROLICS” 
A UNIT—BUT DIFFERENT—REAL TALENT 


OPENING INTERSTATE CIRCUIT JUNE 6 
R-K-O—CHARLES MORRISON 


THE REASONS: 


RUTH STANLEY 


FEATURING 


THE LEMAYS 


THE ONLY ACT BOOKED INTO THE PARK PLAZA THEATRE, BRONX, TWICE WITHIN FOUR WEEKS BY POPULAR DEMAND 


LILLIAN FIELD—LINA ANGER—PAUL OLSEN—ELEANOR FARRON—GEORGE ADAMS—SHORTY BIGELOW 


Thanks to That Clever Booker, CHARLES FREEMAN 
Loew—JOHNNY HYDE 


UNIT 


UNIT 




















NOW—WEEK OF MAY 26—NOW 
ORPHEUM, LOS ANGELES 


“THE BLACK LAUGH” 


AL HERMAN 





THE ASSASSIN OF GRIEF AND REMORSE 
IMITATED BUT NOT DUPLICATED — 


Direction CHAS. MORRISON 


BOOKED SOLID COMMENCING SEPT. R-K-O CIRCUIT 























This Week (May 26) 





R-K-0 Palace, New York, 


MIACAHU 





The Brazilian Wonder Girl who does not use umbrella or pole to retain her balance 


American Rep., JACK CURTIS 


European Rep., CARL ED. POLLAK, BERT DE BRUN, BERLIN 


The World’s Greatest 
Wire Artiste 














Many 





Thanks to my Dear Friend and Sponsor, MR. 


R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 26) 


JACK LOEB 


IRVING GROSSMAN 


ina Program of “SONGS YOU LIME” 


Perm, Add., VARIETY, NEW YORK 
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ut de Blea 


Lyrics by Grant Clarke MusIc by Harry Akst 


’AM I BLUE ?” 


Sung bv Ethel Waters 


Hot Low- down lane toa Mean LYTIC Blues at its Best and a Natural Hit 


“LET ME. INTHE LAND OF 
MAVE MY DREAMS LET'S PRETEND’ 


RY ung by Detty Compson and Sally ONol = «S, und-by Mildred Carroll 


Walts of Waltzes_Lnchanting. A Wistful Lox trot Ballad 


im BIRMINCHAM ‘WELCOME | 
BERTHA” HOME’ 


Sund by Ethel Waters Sung by Henry Fink 


A Hot Lox t i and how. You// welcome this ONE © Has e everything. 




















“LIFT THE JULEPS “DON'T IT MEAN A 
TO YOUR TWO LIPS THING 10 YOU?” 


Sung by Henry Link Sung by Josephine Houston nd Arthur Lake 


~ Novel-Lively- A great Tane frum start tofinish. From the Lando Rbytim — Thismeans something You, 
NOM PLAYING AT ‘i 


poi 


CHIC’. n Clar ish, 910 Woods Bldg LOS ANGELES, Art Sc A. Majestic Theatre Bldg. 
PH), An LPHIA, gq Amy Cormack, 1118 Che stn ut St. DETROIT, Wi i Collins, 901 Wu — r Bldg. 
BE | iTom Martin, 181 Tremon t St. DENVER, Jos. L. Mann, 1527 Champa St. 
acs yo RCH, Ben Fields, 336 Fourth Ave MINNEAPOLIS, Phil Ford, 1101 First ‘hie, 
Ser wo 1 S, Elmer McDon ald, Ambassador ‘The atre Bidg. KANSAS CITY, Phil Funkh ouser, 1820 Wyandotte St. 
fc AND, Morey Davidson (Warne 44 os.), E. “21 st & Payne Av CINCINNATI, 1208 Central Parkway (Warner Bros.). 
' MG ie ti Mn Bt dR ER Rk lll Ml 
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ots ae 
| snelit in ney 
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Western Bookers Best 








; Ringling-B.-B. circus last week. 
} ‘ Grand Rapids, New York Keith- 1 L be 
booked for a long while, will be Leonard Foolish Woman, Sioux 
. transferred to the Chicago books | Indian with 101 Ranch, in Johns- 
June 1. Memphis was recently|town (Pa.) Memorial Hospital of | 
t pulled out ot the east to be booked injuries received when thrown 
yy by Chicago. ‘ . 
ix Other houses under logical juris- from his horse during a p?2riorm 
4 diction of Chicago, but booking | ance there 
through New York, may be booked! Hope Vernon is at the Robecri 
correctly by next season. Keith's Fulton Hotel, Atlanta, recovering 
if has seemingly learned the Chicago} . : sil aii e ed 
i bookers, better versed in their own|‘"O™m @ tonsil operation per-ormes 
territory, are entitled to book the] in that city. 
NM western houses, Jesse Maker (Maker and Red- 
R That the Jr. Orpheum group, NOW| ford) in a hospital at Atlanta, Ga., 
+4 in New York, will be Chicago-j| . Z , 
) *" seve reeks as 2 “a 
" booked in September is almost defi- for several weeks, ha een movec 
ke nite. to. the home of her mother, 615 
¢ 1 goin amram Cherry street, Nobles, Ind. 
ARNHEIM art. A ORPH. Ralph <A. Krooner, “elephant- 
‘ i Los Angeles, May 28. skinned” sideshow freak, badly cut 
‘3 Gus Arnheim has been booked by | 2bout head and face by flying glass 
cea Bill Perlberg, William Morris of-|in an automobile crash at Sterling, 
a ~~ for one week at the local Or-) qj. May 24. 
i pheum . - . 
; : Sadie De: Mar £ year 
Arnheim opens June 9. ad e De an (Marion ind Dean) 
ill in Post Graduate hospital. 
we CCT te a N. V. A, sick list this week in- 
clude Matt Thompson and May 
Ernie.. Thompson is in French hos- 
pital and Miss Ernie is in the Long 


SPECIALTY DANCER 


with Harry Carroll Unit 
Per. Mgt. R-K-O Circuit 








4 For Western Houses.‘ 


VAUDEVILLE 


ILL AND INJURED 
Edward Yacobi 


Baltimore 


(Yacobi Troupe 


hospital of injuries 


received while performing with 








Island College hospital. 





' . . 

| Barbara Blaire has monickered a 
| five-year contract with Herman 
| Timbers. 
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BOOKING 


Marcus Loew 
OOKINGAGENCY 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 
MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


Eee 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 

















‘MANAGER 


MANAGER 












chell, along with Mr. Klauber of 
WHITEMAN SPECIAL the same agency have compart- 
jments, as has Ted Husing, the 
—— special CBS announcer, and Va- 
’ (Continued from page 31) riety’s muge 
| because they had to turn down box- Jimmi Peo 
office sales, with nothing available, a» 1 eauak Cilieante aml hasteuiat 
‘ nmie Gillespie ¢ ‘ S (U0-Vel - 
| and the house capable of . old dad share a stateroom in the 
| filled twice over at least | next Pullman. Rest of the White- 
| Stuckel is going over the same|man personne! is scattered general- 
itinerary once again in advance of 1 Mr. Gillespie, Sr., soldiered in | 
Whiteman-Old Gold. but only a| ulifornia with the local militia 51 
day or two ahead now, clinching years ago. Its quite a kick to the 
| everythink for the following day’s old boy to make this, his first re- 
advent. : turn in half a century. 


Paul will have met more mayors 
of key cities by the time he reaches 
the coast than a _ trans-Atlantic 
flyer. Kinda’ tough on Paul mak- 
ing all those costume changes to 
be appropriately attired for the oc- 
casion—and the photographers— 
but he’s taking it great so far. 

“I’m never more happy than when 
I'm on the road,” says Paul, “he- 
cause it keeps me doing the things 


I like to do and away from the Big 
Town and its many angles and 
petty annoyances.” 
Riding Soft 
The nite club idea on wheels is 
created by the impromptu enter- 


tainment which the Whiteman boys 
contrive. Joe Venuti, Eddie Long, 
Wilbur Hall and Mike Pingitore 
are a torrid string quartet. They 
serenade the diners, or at least that 
portion which happens to be eat- 
ing at the same time the maestro 
is dining. 

As for de luxe rail travel, 

the nuts. Everything’s done on 
board, eat and sleep—nothing to 
worry over, the colored boys super- 
vising everything. 
Some of the Ethiops got on to 
Col. Gimp’s dubbing Whiteman “The 
King” and borrowed the stentorian 
Kernel's “King” as a salutation for 
the maestro. Gimp came along 
from New York and returned to 
Philly along with “Shappy” Sha- 
piro, of Whiteman’s office staff, and 
Bernie Miller, one of Paul's legal 
aides, 


Hight-car train, 50 people and 
very comfortable and they are three 
sleepers, diner, club car, two bag- 
gage cars and an observation on 
which lat .. Whiteman, E. G. Wey- 
mouth, vice-president of Old Gold, 
Burt McMurtree of Lennen & Mit- 


this is 








Lots of sidelights and laffs and 
more, naturally, coming up all 
along. McMurtree was too decisive- 
ly paddled when he was initiated 
into the Ancient and. Honorable 
Order of Fleas which ritual pre- 
ceded Whiteman’s: farewell at the 
Tavern in New York. Mac had to 
see a local medico to forestall any 
paddling-infection, Everything oke 
now. 

Paul 
also his 
roadster 
ear for 

Those 
John 


took his colored valet and 

colored driver along. His 
is parked in the baggage 
ready use. 

ever-thoughtful Bonifaces, 
and Christo, of Pavillon 
Royal, stocked up Whiteman with 
hams, beefs, tongues and the like, 
for his special use. John and 
Christo came to see Paul off at 
Pennsylvania station and cautioned 
the special’s steward. -that they 
weren't cutting into the gross but 
they wanted to see that their Paul’s 
diet is properly watched, etc., and 
told him how. 

Stanley Broza, managing director 
of program of WCAU, the Philly 
station owned by Dr. Leon Levy, 
renewed acquaintance. He stepped 
aside for Husing to do the spieling. 


Things are too easy up to date 
for Jimmie Gillespie. Everything is 
smooth and hence plenty of time 
to take his dad around. 


William Still, the crack colored 
orchestrator for Whiteman; is along. 
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Los Angeles, May 28 
Reine Riano opens June 6 with 
Fanchon and Marco unit at Pasa. 
dena. Show will be built around he, 
This will be Miss Riano’s thira trip 
around for F’. and M. She has just 
returned from Europe, 
| Vine Silk follows Benny 
m. c. at the 


li, & M., 


X 


Rubin as 
Boule vard, 


fox also 
May 30 

F. & M. IN MONTANA 

Los Angeles, May 28. 
“Ideas” start 


Great Falls, 
-day stand start. 


Fanchon and Marco 
playing the Grand, 
Mont., on a three 
ing June 11. 


— 





Tom Nip’s Rep 
Johnny O'Connor has assumed the 
business direction of Tom Nip, the 
dance stager 
Johnny takes charge of all of 
Nip’s show affairs, other than Nip’s 
dance school. 











GEORGE DORMONDE 


and YVONNE 











Orpheum Circuit Rep.: Jenie Jacobs 














Lackawanna 7876 


A aoe tier AGENCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN iT PROMISES 
SISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and 


ro ity 
New York City 
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VAUDEVILLE 
EXCHANGE 


General Booking Officce 
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CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, New York 


R-K-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 

1560 Broadway 


















































Telephone Exchange: Bryant 9300 NEW YORK CITY 
IN CHARGE 
Cable Address: “RADIOKEITR” 
eo 
Australia’s Largest and Most Important Picture, Talkie and Vaudeville Circuits Covering Every 
State and Important City in Australia 
NEW SOUTH WALES South Coast Circuit Maryborough mn “Sheetres Py, kane WESTERN 
Crown, Wollon Capacity 2000 Bungalow Cngete 1a ry 
Sydney Town Hall, Wellongong "=" 7 i600 Alrodrome ms Eee Se See. oe AUSTRALIA 
Royal, Bulli 1200 Rockhampton Strand “ “ 1185 
Camitet City ota ooee Kings, Thirrout 1400 Wintergardea Capacity 2006 % Perth P 
neal oe + QUEENSLAND Farlscourt “ 3000 In association with EF. J. Carroll: 
eam ek pe pa oe Townsville Athenaeum, City Capacity 1200 Ambassadors oad Capacity 2756 
pa . — Bri ne Prince of Wales 2500 
Crystal Palace “ “ 106@ = Wintergarden, City Capacity 2369 Wintergarden Capacity 1800 Melbourne Suburbs Pau os > soe 
Empress se -. 1000 Tivoli cr) a) 2706 Olympia 2200 ” ton 1000 
Olympia e « 2200 Majestic “ “ 1200 Mount Morgan ay Ponds Capacity ao F 
Unletaerich vitle) “ acca Valley ? ‘i 150 = Olympia Capacity 1408 = Kmpress, Prahran “ 1200 remantle 
’ ae 7 de eidy 2400 Ta assectatien with Birch, Carroll VICTORIA a Te . 1000 Princess Capacity 1400 
5 and Coyle, Ltd.: 
if (in nesociation) = Teoweomba SOUTH AUSTRALIA TASMANIA 
3 : Prince Edward, City 1506 Empire : ’ Capacity 1708 Melbourne Adelaid Hobart 
pswic elaide 
Newcastle Wintorgarden Capacity 2000 State, Clty Wee cgeat tens 1008 West's Olympia, Clty, Capacity 2500 His sty’s, City Capacity 1700 
Send, City Capacity 1400 Bundaberg Theatre) Pavilion 1100 
, Tyre ee ee Ay — — aie — le = = 1808 Grand “ & Hoe Baunceston 
ly e ri ruc M “ — > cr a c he 
: Star tenvtathen) 17 itow Atrodrome « 1600 Briteanta aa © 1608 | * ad 1300 be marr \ Congenr 1400 
f ALWAYS OPENINGS FOR GOOD PRESENTATION AND BIG TIME ACTS UNDER THE MOST NGE 
LE THE WORLD'S LARGEST PRODUCERS PLAY THEIR SILENT AND SYNCHRONIZED PICTURES ON OUR CIRCUITS - CONDITIONS 
| Address Communications to STUART F. DOYLE, MANAGING DIRECTOR, HEAD OFFICE, 25ia PITT STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA\ 
or to 
3 
+ New York Office: 729 Seventh Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 
A i Los Angeles Office: Suite 711, New Orpheum Buildings, Los Angeles, Cal. 
it London Office: Beacon House, D’Arblay Street, Warbour Street, London, E. C., 3. 
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PARAMOUNT 


(“Wall Street Blues”- Unit) 
New York, May 25. 
A program that still pleases, with 
Rudy Vallee undisputed champion, 
despite efforts made for the honors 
and nearly achieved by Jack Oster- 
the Paramount. 











man, current at ; 
They like the all-talker feature 
“The Man I Love,” as well. 

Rudy and Jack are engaging in 
competition obvious to the wiser 
ones. At the Saturday matinee 
Jack, not satisfied with applause 


merited by a repetition of his “Sin” 
and “Glad Rag Doll” numbers, as 
well as a position which made him 
practically master of ceremonies 
during the 49 minutes taken up by 
the presentation which features Val- 
lee and his crowd, couldn't let his 
time go without wisecracking to 
Rudy’s face and then seeking the 
audience’s approval. 

After yodeling a number on the 
toughness of Broadway's method of 
glad-handing, Jack advised Rudy to 
cache away his dough while he was 
on top of the pile. Then he turned 
to the congregation with an inter- 
rogation which brought a cackle 
from the reviewers’ stand: 

_“He’s a success, isn’t he?” 

At that it may have been a bit 
of the by-play which Jack injected 
throughout the threadbare skit hold- 
ing together himself, Vallee, a solo 
toe-stepper and the usual 12 ballet 


performers. The number, titled 
“Wall Street Blues,” opened in 
“one,” with the ballet attired as 


blue bellhops dancing and singing 
an appropriate lyric. They were 
backed by a drop doing in light 
colors a bull and a bear sharing the 
ribbons of a ticker. 

Next the drop was a stock board 
with Osterman as a buyer in. ice. 
On the strength of a fictional raise, 
a la Meehan, the two floated into a 
full stage when Maestro Vallee and 
his soft syncopators were left to the 
view of a quantity of palpitating 
females. 

As in the past weeks Vallee looks 
just the Vermont boy that he is un- 
til he picks up that sax. Better yet 
is his radio sax complex established 
when he starts yodeling through a 
meg. Every number he sang, and 
he did these in the regular air way 
with only pianissimo on his pop 
ehoruses, got applause from the 
girls. 

Osterman did a dance with a -nte 


girlie in cut-up blue skirt, who 
eoulad shriek an appealing “Oh, 
baby.” Several other dancers did 


repeats, as well as a return of the 
bailet in orange instead of blue, be- 
fore the business centered on Rudy. 
This brought Vallee and a cordon 
of his accompanists back on their 
moving platform into “one,” prettily 
framed by a blue, red and purple 
gauze drop. 

In the rest of the program one of 
the most interesting studies of audi- 
ence reaction occurred when a 
series of still shots of various lead- 
ers of the nation and sayings that 
helped make them famous were 
shown. These were presented un- 
der the title of “Memorial Day.” 

A novel way of working in a 
trailer was in the Paramount news- 
reel when Edde Dowling’s “Rainbow 
Man,” the next feature at the Par- 
ameunt, was cit in the middle un- 
der the heading of Hollywood's Re- 
eeption to Broadway Stars. 

Jesse Crawford did his usual per- 
formance on the Paramount organ. 

Waly. 


MARBRO 


Chicago; May 20. 

Competition on the west side be- 
tween B. & K. and the Marks Bros. 
is still keen. B. & K’s Paradise and 
Mark’s Marbro are within hailing 
distance and shouting out loud for 
biz. It’s a tossup which howls the 
loudest. 

This week it was the Marbro’s 
turn to vocalize. They told it from 
the neighborhood housetops that 
“Sonny Boy” (W. B.) was some 
Picture, then proceeded to prove it 
by doing six shows the first day. 
As a further incentive to the gullible 
ones, they even brought in “Flash,” 
dog, for a personal appearance. The 
canine had just previously played all 
but this sector for B. & K., so oke 
for the Marbro, but whether the dog 
meant anything as a draw is an- 
other story. 

One thing about the Marks 
brethern, they do things in a big 
way; spending heavily but wisely. 
This stage show, for instance; one 
of the best all-around entertain- 
ments Murray Bloom, their produc- 
tion chief, has doped out in a long 
while. And for comparatively little 
money. Benny Meroff headed this 
unit, called “International Dance 
Revue,” with the talentful Alexander 
Sisters featured and all over the 
show. Plenty of diversity, speed and 
flash, it was worth 35 minutes of 
anyone’s time and trouble. 

Colorful Chinese pattern opening, 
with eight ballet girls and Vera 
Kingston prima donnaing the num- 
ber in excellent taste, scenically and 
musically. From that point the show 
buiit right along, with Meroff m. 
cing and conducting the band. 

Alexander girls, Ann, Gertrude 
and Rose, turned out a nimble songz 
and dance entrance that might be 





enhanced twice as much if the 
blonde youngster would drop those 
long pantaloons for something more 
abbreviated and snappy. it wane | 
particularly benefit in her taps solo. 


= eee 


She has a shapely figure that should 


show all the time. 

Pop arrangement by the band 
with the boys doing a vocal en- 
semble through megaphones, was a 
very good bit, followed by the Gor- 
don troupe, novelty turn with five 


men and two women. All in Scot 
attire, executing acro-calesthenics 
with great skill but slow motion. | 


More ginger in going into routines 
would aid this troupe materially. 

Ann and Gertrude Alexander reeled 
off a fast Spanish twist for their 
second number, with the band pick- 
ing up a Russian classic refrain to 
which Meroff knocked off some fancy 
hock steps. Cute routine in this 
number had the ballet girls follow- 
ing Meroff with the same steps while 
sitting on attached stools. Violin 
solo by the little blonde Alexander 
girl indicated that not all of her tal!- 
ent was in her legs. Again the 
other sisters showed as much versa- 
tility with a bang-up Apache 
seldom done by girls. It was their 
best number and the biggest hit in 
the show. 

Munsey and White, capable roller 
skaters, picked up the tempo with a 
pair of fast ball bearings, then the 
Alexander trio again, and for the 
fourth time, lead into the finale with 
a nifty military tap routine. It was 
a mistake for the girls to do so 
much, as at least one number might 
have been dropped without harm. 

Effective flash finale, with Gor- 
don troupe, hornpipes and all, while 
the ballet grouped in the background 
for a Highland picture. 

“Flash” was spotted apart from 
the unit, preceding himself with the 
usual screen trailer. The dog's 
owner and trainer led him through 
conventional paces for nine minutes 

Regular house items included an 
organlogue by Mildred Fitzpatrick. 
three clips from Pathe cameras and 
a Vita short with Codee and Orth. 

Main floor near capacity Monday 
night. Loop. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“California Capers” Unit) 
Los Angeles, May 24, 
“California Capers” has been pro- 
duced by Fanchon and Marco as 
their crack offering of the season 
for purpose of opening the new Fox 
in San Francisco late in June. It 
is a flash turn, utilizing 32 line girls, 
replete with scenic embellishment 


and a couple of punch acts for, the 
interludes. 


Turn as shown here not the act 
it is going to be. They are going to 
add 50 gals, put one of those hippo- 
drome grand stairways as a prom- 
enade, add scenery and acts. The 
latter they sure must, for if an au- 
dience in a 5,000-seater were ever 
compelled to listen to the warbling 
of Frank Elmer, tenor, and Made- 
line Randolph, soprano, the solo 
chanters, it would be just too bad. 
It is bad enough now. Elmer re- 
minds of one of those boys who has 
a set of lyrics given him to get off 
and over with and does so. Even 
Rube Wolf:can get more out of a 
song than this paid-in-cash chanter, 
and no one ever bragged that Rube 
had a commercial singing voice. 
Miss Randolph, touted from the 
east as a songstress extraordinary, 
is not. She is one inaudible. 

Settings for this “Idea” are lav- 
ish. Plenty of drapes that are 
sightly and well lit. Chorus in two 
groups of 16 in several ensemble 
numbers, of the F. and M. tap and 
kicking and bending routines. Okay. 

Gals do some neat tap numbers 
on ladders in orange grove set 
while they pick the California gin 
sweeteners. Girls also do one of 
those four curtain gags familiar in 
east and elsewhere in groups of 
four and show nifty costumes. At 
finish orange grove number Rita, 
Teska and Burt, two males and 
femme, have an adagio tossing con- 
test. Nice routines with the lug- 
gage the two strong youths have 
to toss about very light. 

Wolf gets in for opening with “Tl 
Trovatore,” playing trumpet ar- 
rangement, with one of his men 
dueting from box with trombone. 
Another band specialty was a nov- 
elty song about being mean to some 
one. Had gag routines between 
Rube and Boys with bottle jingling 
finish. Show stopping number. 

Ray Samuel, as nifty an acrobatic 
hoofer as seen hereabouts, was an 
easy stepper with his tapping and 
eccentric routines. Then Gaines 
Brothers, couple Cuban’ ground 
tumblers and equilibrists, with fast 
single and double routine, tied up 
show in knot with their stuff, with 
Rube coming in for a couple of 
back flips and binding the knot. If 
more m. c’s were as good salesmen 
of other people’s material as Wolf 
more acts would be on this trip for 
20 straight weeks and lots more to 
follow. 

Finale had the 32 gals on stage in 
strip costume with background of 
orange grove and girls draped on 
rope ladders to give impression of 
living curtain. 

Ran 42 minutes, needing no tight- 
ening, and when enlarged on and 
properly fitted out with chant tal- 
ent looks like one that folks in the 
east will rave over. It is heavy in 
production cost, and that means 
something when F. and M. lay out 
the kale in abundance. 


On screen “The Valiant,” dialog 
(Fox) and Fox Movietone weekly 
Ung. 








| ORIENTAL 


(“Hi Hats”’—Unit) 
Chicago, May 24. 





| would a front row flap stop 


show to inform the m. c. there was| 
a large hunk of lint on his dress 
; Suit pants? And where other than| 
|ing the Oriental would the m. c. re- 
|move the lint, gravely thank the| 
| Sep and proceed with the show? 
And where other than in the Orien- | 
tal would the customers calmly ac- 
cept all this as a necessary inter- | 
ruption of quite serious nature? 

We're all just one big happy fam- 
ily, except the house manager, who 
asked and said he received permis- 
sion: from the home office to ano 
out all Variety guys unless they | 
bought a ticket. 

This review is costing Variety 35c, | 
so don't kill too much of it. 

Oriental will shortly cease local 
production activities and take up the 
eastern units formerly used at the 
Chicago. Wired houses are rapidly 
knocking out the stage bands. 
Eastern units are now sufficient for 
all B. & K. houses stili using mysi- 
cians. Those talking pictures seem 
to carry quite a wallop. 

“Hi Hats” unit, produced by Lou 
McDermott, is an inexpensive show 
easily good enough for the Oriental 
and the few other houses it will 
play. Considerable of its entertain- 
ment here is furnished by Al Kvale, 
m. ¢c., who is tri-fortunate in being 
handsome, funny and musical. One 
of the few m. e.’s left with real 
drawing ability. 

Unit starts with a 10-girl ballet 
high hat strut number, assisted by 
Four High Hatters, male dance act, 
in a light introductory number. 
Opening proper, in full stage, has 
Kvale singing a comedy number 
with three of the musicians, about 
which one a certain gal’really loves. 
She turns out to be married to the 
unobtrusive little 'cello player. 

lvelyn Wilson, with better than 
average ability at singing light 
lyrics, was liked in a make number 
with Kvale, Her real talent was 
later brought out in a comedy drunk 
in male attire. Got a great recep- 
tion. Midshow production bit, 
Italian orchestra and ballet arrange- 
ment using Venice canal scene on 
rearstage platform, was fast-paced 
and much better than the usual slow 
interlude. 

Four High Hatters on again in 
their legit snot, doing taps in line 
and solo. Peppy act, of material 
value to stageband shows. Bob La 
Salle, third and last of the acts, isa 
familiar unit figure of established 
merit. He's a baggy clothes comic, 
with special and good comedy lyrics 
and a sprinkling of surefire gags. 
For a heavy finish he brought out 





Where other than in the Oriental| symphonic arrangement of 
the | River.” 





“Uncle Louie,” an oldstyle hoofer 
with deadly serious pan, who mop- 
ped up the stage and customers 
without cracking a smile. La Salle’s 
act is late-spot picture house stuff, 
bound to click. 

Show closed with light ensemble 
finale. “Betrayal,” Paramount sound 
feature, “After Seben,” Par comedy 
short, Pathe sound news and Par 
silent clips completed. 

Almost capacity main floor for 
first show Friday. Bing. 


CAPITOL 
“Orientale”- Unit) 
New York, May 25. 

If the comedy department in the 
Capitol stage shows possessed the 
class and swank of the ballet and 
production they would be wallopy 
divertissements. In “Orientale” the 
, eye is filled with color and delighted 
with some splendid numbers by the 
Chester Hale Girls. Gags, dialog 
and Dave Schooler’s comedy is often 
a distinct liability. 

It is hardly enough for this house 
to rely upon one or two vaudeville 
acts to sock over their shows. The 
house has traditions of class to 
maintain. It’s got to be good com- 
edy. This is not a single exception 
picked at random. “Orientale” is a 
typical example of a Capitol stage 
show and its weaknesses are typical 
weaknesses, : 

It would not be fair to shoulder 
all the blame on Schooler, but the 
m. c. does appear to be working on 
his own when he continually in- 
serts unnecessarily those comments, 
such as “you’re just the type.” 
Schooler is not a good straight man. 
These asides of his may cover his 
own nervous impulse to help speed 
the show, but they have a tendency 
to slow anyone trying to work with 
him. Ginger Rogers, a big hit some 
months ago at the Paramount, was 
let down badly by Schooler. 

Whether under orders to keep the 
show moving or not Schooler has 
not been giving the talent the breaks 
expected from an m. c. He does 
nothing to sell the act if the audi- 
ence is undecided, permits enter- 
tainers to leave the stage cold, and 
has a bad habit of putting up his 
hand to cut short applause so that 
he can make his next announce- 
ment. 

“Orientale” includes Jack Pepper, 
Miss Rogers, Burnoff and Josephine 
all standard picture house turns. 
Miss Chita, a blonde acrobatic solo- 
ist, did some smooth frontovers be- 
fore the ballet and was nicely re- 
;ceived. La Salice Bros. with one 
jrouged and attired as a goofy dame 
| obtained good results with the usual 
hoke hand balancing stuff. 

Principal applause getters were 
Jack Pepper and Burnoff and Jose- 
i phine, 
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Both were warmly endorsed 
by the assembly. M-G-M Movie- 


tone short, “The Revelers, pre- 
viously at Embassy, completed with 
the newsreel the two and a half- 
hour show. 

“Where East is East (M-G-M) 
feature. Good Saturday biz consid- 
ering beautiful weather. Land 

ROXY 
New York, May 25. 

With Fox “Movietone Follies” on 
the screen it was not easy to fram« 
the stage show this week. Inevit- 
ably after getting a double dose of 
the revue type of entertainment the 


spectator must feel surfeited. Thus 
the performance misses that blend 
and balance expected at this house. 

Roxy is appealing through his 
house program for ideas, sugges- 
tions and preferences from his pa- 


trons. “Where the Edelweiss 
Grows” seems to be reaching out in 
a lighter vein. Idea was to open 


with an effect of Edelweiss swaying 
gently in the breeze, the ballet im- 
personating the flowers. The idyll 
did not jell very successfully, the 
setting not fitting the desired end. 

Lizhts up discovers a Swiss 
mountain scene by an Alpine tavern. 
A beautiful back drop represents a 
vista of lofty peaks. Yodeling. 
thigh - and - heel-slapping dances, 
much quaffing of hops, and general 
jocularity. Gives an opportunity for 
most of the huge Roxy gang to get 
on the rostrum at the same time 
Those near-beer Bavarian cabarets 
on East 86th street might get some 
helpful hints on how to do it from 
this divertissement, 

In commemoration of Memorial 
Day Roxy with the daring of the 
innovator brings a, cemetery onto 
the stage of a picture theatre and 
gets away with it. Harold Van 
Duzee and Elizabeth Biro, the one 
as an astral figure, the other as a 
weeping mother at her son's grave, 


sing “There Is No Death,” while 
faintly in the background march- 


ing troops pass in review. 

Rudy Vallee, at the Paramount, 
whose standby, “Weary River,” is 
currently being done by the Capitol, 
is represented at the Roxy by “Deep 
Night,” glorified into a ballet. This 
is a tastey morsel, employing a pur- 
ple motif for both the ballet corps 
and the 32 Roxyettes, that wondrous 
group of young women who do 
everything as with one mind and 
one nervous system. 

Roxy orchestra overtured with 
“William Tell.” Pit has been 
thinned out for summer to 68 musi- 
cians. Land. 


Pittsburgh, May 24. 

If Teddy Joyce, the Penn’s m. ec. 
and the Pittsburgh flappers’ idol for 
a whole year, made it tough for any 
one to follow: him, then Germany 
won the war. The reception Wes- 
ley Eddy got from the tried-and- 
true Penn mob in his first week 
here made anythfng Joyce ever re- 
ceived in any two of his 52 weeks 
shrink in comparison. A riot; that’s 
the only way to describe the Wash- 
ington Palace’s former m. c. in his 
initial appearances. All he did was 
to sing two songs, “If I Had You” 
and “St. Louis Blues.” On both oc- 
casions the show stopped for sev- 
eral minutes until Eddy had time 
to figure out where those cold 
Pittsburgh audiences were he’s 
heard so much about. 

Novel introduction put the new 
m. c. in solid at outset. Eddy had 
talking short of himself made in 
New York prior to opening here, 
and reel was flashed on screen pre- 
ceding stage show. In this he in- 
troduces himself, pays tribute to 
Joyce and is about to announce the 
first number when he _ seemingly 
stutters. Then Eddy himself steps 
from wings, tells his shadow he’s 
the new m. c. and asks the screen 
to fade away. They, Eddy and his 
shadow, carry on a conversation, 
recalling boyhood days together 
and such, with reel finally conde- 
scending to blow, leaving rostrum 
‘to flesh and blood. After this it 
was duck soup for him. Good show- 
manship this on part of whoever 
conceived the idea and stunt went 
across like a million bucks. 

Unit “Say It With Music,” pre- 
viously reviewed in Variety, but 
everything was played down to give 
Eddy the works... Charlie Irwin’s 
monologue cut to the bone; Wain- 
wright Sisters had only a smatter- 
ing of one song, and Sammy Kre- 
voff was on only for a flash in his 
air-spinning dance. Henry Garden 
clicked solidly with two arias and 
was forced to give a third, while 
Stadler and Rose had a rag dolj 
dance exactly the same as Duffin 
and Draper simultaneously at the 
Stanley, a block away, giving rise 
to the question, “Who stole from 
who?” Chic Kennedy, not with the 
unit but formerly in Publix presen- 
tations, gave her old Bowery num- 
ber, adding a little bit of low-down 
that didn’t hurt. 

Chorus numbers by the Foster 
girls about the best ever seen in 
this type of show, and cuties got 
great hand on every appearance. 

Picture “Alibi,” dialog (UA) and 
well liked. Biz upstairs and down 
capacity, with lobby lines waiting 
in. Cohen. 


on sheer competence in their field. 
David Mendoza offered as over- 

ture first a medley of ballet melodies | 
from various operas, followed by a 
“Weary 
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Pittsburgh, May 23. 
Nice, even presentation, nothing 
outstanding but everything satisfac- 
tory. Show “Rhythm Revels” and 
bright spot is Jack Powell whose 
manipulation of drumsticks proved 
a natural. Screen, “Gentlemen of 

Press” (Par) and opinion divided. 
Charlie Meison, guest m. c., help- 
ing fill comedy gap. He wisecracks 
with the acts, ad libs with audience 
and injects a humorous vein in his 
announcements, a!l of which helps 
no end. For instance, in this week's 
show, sole comedy turn is Powell 
and he’s not a straight comic but 


gets laughs through ludicrous stick 
tapping on floor. Melson’'s pate and 
the head of at least one front-row 
spectator, Eliminating m. c.’s nu- 
merous tete-e-tetes and _ there'd 
probably be an altogether different 
story. Mob gets a kick out of him, 
which is an accomplishment since 
Stanley isn’t or never has been an 
m. ec. house. 

Following full stage opening with 
chorus, ballet and band, Duffin and 
Draper, mixed dance team, step out 
sans announcement and do one of 
those rag-doll numbers that have 
been making the rounds for years 
but still lose none of their effective- 
ness, 

Melson comes on at close of their 
dance, introduces them and gets the 
kids something by telling audience 
Miss Draper is Pittsburgh gal. 

Grace Barry, child blues shouter 
held over from last week and who'll 
remain for next week, on next for 
“That's Why I Love You,” not ex- 
actly suitable to her type but she 
manages to put it across. If this 
youngster is handled correctly, she 
should be heard from ere long. Only 
about 14 or 15 now. 

Slate Brothers, three, follow with 
some nifty tap dancing, a little slow 
for the film stands but redeemed 
somewhat by a flash close in which 
boys start off easily in precision tap 
march and wind up at a mile-a- 
minute gait. Production number 
has Milton Douglass, baritone, sing- 
ing in front of girls, drop revealing 
a group of silver stars against black 
background. Grace Barry lowered, 
sitting in big star, and Douglass 
marches up stairs, warbling to her 
and she to him, Voices good, eff 
nice and number is probably as sim- 
ple and yet the most effective they 
have done here. 

Powell next and cleaned up, espe- 
cially with his belly slide across the. 
stage for a final tap at a big bass. 
Melson. then steps down runway 
with “comes there a time in the 
life of every audience when an m, e, 
must sing,’ and proceeds to put 
across a “blues” number in great 
style. Interposes his song with one 
wisecrack after the other. If his 
voice isn't anything to get excited: 
about, his delivery is. Finale had 
dancing chorus on as per usual,’ 
assisted this time by one of the 





Slate boys out front, who did some 
shivering that helped. 

Dave Broudy’s orchestral item, “A 
Russian Carnival,” poorly staged 
and didn’t come up to the usual ef- 
forts in this department. Milton 
Douglass’ solo held it up a trifle but 
the dancing and choral ensembles 
fell flat. Bernie Armstrong’s or- 
ganlog, “Hot,” with the community 
singing gag played to a fare-you- 
well, never came off, 

Biz downstairs fair, but balcony 
way off. Cohen, 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

Supporting Maurice Chevalier’s 
much heralded picture, “Innocents 
of Paris,” the stage show makes 
some attempt to retain the French 
atmosphere with an arrangement 
called ‘‘“Montmartre.” 

It is opened by a clever chorus 
arrangement, with the girls made up 
as manicurists and barbers, before 
a salon de beauty drop, bringing a 
song from the well dressed custom- 
ers starting “My Wife Doesn't Un- 
derstand Me.” A quartet in formal 
dress introduced as “Four Ameri- 
cans making whoopee in Paris” sing 
in harmony and shift the minor 
chords from ‘“Massa’s In De Col 
Col’ Ground” to the inevitable “Ade- 
line.” High grade barber shop har- 
mony and the audience liked it. 

Chilton and Thomas each 406 a 
solo in fast stepping that takes the 
house and end duet. Their dancing 
is a little bit different, that keeps 
the audience silent until the end 
with its applause. 

The comedy element is brought 
in by Harry Downey, introduced as 
Madame Risque and singing falsetto 
before his entrance. His act is dis- 
tinctly not Gallic and borders close 
to the vulgar, especially when 
dons a woman’s gown and brings 
from inside a hot water bottle, a 
huge powder puff and a big red 
handkerchief. Act misplaced but 
brought the laughs. 

John Griffin, regular feature here, 
sings “Some Sweet Day,” while the 
Mastbaum ensemble drapes. the 
stage. jack drop retains the at- 
mosphere, glimpse of the Garden of 
Versailles with a large fountain cen- 
terpiece. 

One of the big hits is provided 
by Jack Powell, drummer extraor- 
dinary, who can make his drum- 
sticks behave like a trained leaping 
tuna and can make music with a 
chair, the floor or whatever is handy. 
He has a perfect solo act timed ex- 





(Continued on page 58) 
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PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 

A very good straight vaudeville 


bill this week at the Palace. 
There should be a very good show 


at the Palace every week. 
When a house is willing to spend 
from $10,000 to $13,000 for eight or 


nine acts, it’s no trick to put on a 
good bill. The trick in booking 
vaudeville is to frame a show of 
moderate cost so it means some- 
thing at the box office. 

There are houses on the Keith 
chain that if they played to the total 
capacity of from $12,000 to $16,000 
could hardly break even under their 
present load of overhead. Over 100 
Keith houses other than the Palace, 
New York. Those are the houses 
where the booking skill should be 
thrown. 


At one time in its career the New 


York Palace netted as much as 
$800,000 a year. Now if its nets 
$300,000, that’s top. It doesn’t net 
any more with its $13,000 shows 


than it did when paying not over 
$8,000. The difference in the cost ap- 
pears to eat up the extra gross. 
That's probably so everywhere, since 
the bills on Broadway with the 
Palace perhaps now used as a show 
window for the Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum officials and stockholders, 
have their reflection in salaries on 
the shows of the out-of-town and 
smaller houses, whether three-a-day 
or not. But as R-K-O is said to 
have 7,000 lay stockholders, that 
show window may not be so bad for 
general morale. 


On the trend of straight or big- 
time vaudeville and for the informa- 
tion of Messrs. Brown and Plunkett 
(Godfrey knows this), there has not 
beeen a single change in the manner 
of presenting these big time bills in 
20 years. Not a change. Booked the 
same and played the same Sunday 
at the Palace as Percy G. Williams 
did 20 years ago. 

And another little point; for $13,- 
000 there should be a novelty some- 
where. Something different. Five 
names on this program and no 
novelty. If there’s no novelty in 
American vaudeville, how about Eu- 
rope? But two European standout 
@¥s over here in three years: Will 
Fyffe and Frakson. Another book- 
ing trick that appears to have been 
overlooked. 


It’s a year since the “old meth- 
ods” were supposed to have passed 
out in Keith's, but what new’ or 
more modern method has _ been 
brought to bear? If so it doesn’t 
evidence itself. 


In all of America there isn’t a 
music hall. Not one theatre operated 
in anything approaching the music 
hall style. If Keith’s is contem- 
plating a big time circut next sea- 
son of 15 or more houses, why not 
place them in the music hall class; 
call them music halls in their titles 
and give something different in this 
stereotyped vaudeville of now that 
will at least excite a little curiosity 
locally? Under the music hall 
name. murder can be committed. 
Anything novel or freaky, and 
smoking. Don’t forget smoking. 
Women smoke, too. 


And if the music hall atmosphere 
can be created with a lively bill, 
mostly comedy with some novelty, 
and no sketches, big time will have 
a chance. 


So if big time or vaudeville is to 
come back, $13,000 shows at the 
Palace won’t do it. For Broad- 
way draws from 6,000,000 people. 
And Sioux City has gone all sound. 


Whatever the reason was that 
kept the Herman Timberg tab out 
of the Palace this week, its absence 
kept the current bill from going 
over $13,000. In Timberg’s place 
were the Carter DeHaven family 
(New Acts), and Joe Browning. 


Irene Rich (New Acts) is another 
name, Bill Robinson another, Aaron- 
son's Commanders, and Ruby Nor- 
ton others. If the bookers are in- 
terested they can read the New Act 
notice in this issue on Bill Robinson. 
His applause reception at the Pal- 
ace lasted 29 seconds by a stop 
watch, longer than the entrance re- 
ceptions given all of the other acts 
on the bill together, including Miss 
Rich's. 


Two women in the entire show, 
and both leaders of their acts, other 
than DeHaven’s young daughter 
and Miacahua, the wire walker, 
opening the bill. For $13,000? And 
no women! One of the unison giri 
acts would have been great here 
today. Possibly the Timberg dis- 
appointment the reason for so few 
girls. 


Two or three real hits. Miss Rich, 
Her 
curtain speech is the best expressed 
appreciation ever heard in vaude- 
ville. And Miss Norton’s new act is 
one of the smartest things in the 
varieties. While to those who re- 
member, DeHaven and his fine-look- 
ing children are a most pleasant 
group and entertaining. 


Aaronson’'s Commanders still 
maintains its leading position among 
versatile dance orchestras. Aaron- 
son’s was the first in vaudeville. A 
new travesty ballet by eight of the 
12 boys, pip for laughs. That Red 
Stanley of Aaron’s always had com- 
edy in him, and his work in the bal- 
let carries it. Just a ballet skirt 
over their thighs while wearing the 


ewel hand olothes and each carry. ! 


ing an inflated balloon. 


ve 


Nothing | (New Acts). 
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new but well done, though a trifle 
lengthy. 

Joe Brownng, No. 4, in usual 
monolog with many laughs and his 
“Hallelujah” song finish that prob- 
ably will be identified with Brown- 
ing for the rest of his vaude life. 
Did extremely well. His monologis- 
tic style of delivery is fast parallel- 
ing that used so long by Jim Thorn- 
ton. 


Irving Grossman, lobby-billed as 
having been with the Molly Picon 
Yiddish company on the east side, is 
full of ballads. With each ballad is 


verse, so that when Grossman isn't 
singing his songs he’s talking about 
them. First was of “Mother,” and 
next about “Madelon.” Good thing 
Winchell wasn’t there Sunday mat. 
Grossman said, “Your mother and 
mine” sobbing over mothers in the 
verse. Winchell would have sworn 
that was a cop with Mother substi- 
tuted for Broadway. 

Otherwise Grossman is all wrong 
as a vaudeville single with his bal- 
lads. And with the spot light, too. 
For “Madelon” he used the red spot. 
Finished with the Howard Brothers’ 
sad song, crediting them. He left 
the Nos. 1 and 2 spots without a 
laugh. 

Miacahua as a tight wire walker 
is showing something new. She 
does the fast swinging on the tight 
wire, completely turning around 
while doing it, swinging as fast as 
any walker does on the slack wire. 
This turnaround has never before 
been seen by any wire walker on 
tight or slack wire. Girl is okay in 
the opening spot but might be built 
up and open after intermission. Her 
only fault is a mistaken idea of 
dressing at the opening, a long flow- 
ing affair, probably needed to square 
an abrupt entrance but looking a bit 
foolish. Thereafter she’s dropping 
feathers out of her short costume 
while on the thread. 

Comedy balance in this bill un- 
usually good. And don’t miss Ruby 
Norton impersonating Soph Tucker. 
She does it. 

Biz not so good Sunday afternoon, 
in perfect outdoor weather. Sime. 


LINCOLN SQ. 


(Vaudfilm) 

What a pushover audience for the 
acts at this house! Almost any 
kind of a turn here goes big and 
any kind of hoke comedy knocks 
em for a row. A little of the blue 
stuff in the lyrics of songs hits the 
upper tiers between the eyes and the 
boys up there are dupes of the old 
American shelf crowd. 
A five act bill with an M-G-M 
talker, “The Voice of the City,” 
which might have beer some part 
of the draw Monday night. Biz 
pretty good. 
Zelda Brothers opened. The two 
men look alike as peas and flash 
nifty contortion that got a big hand 
at the close, One man does a circus 
thriller by a back bend and dive 
to the floor, picking up a handker- 
chief in his mouth as he passes the 
table below. A long drop, too, for 
a feat of this kind, which leoks 
tricky. A pleasing turn of its kind. 

On second was Violet McKee, The 
girl and her style of numbers have 
been around for some time, yet in 
this house she scored emphatically. 
Much of her talk is tame and ap- 
parently a time killer, yet the crowd 
seemed to get a kick out of it. 

Morley and Anger found an easy 
spot and made the best of it. This 
pair dwells on the kidding of the 
woman by the man as to her avoir- 


* 


dupois. Never misses in the old 
neighborhoods, The usual gag 
crossfire and facial gymnastic 


routine by the man; a vocal finish 
that gets them off nicely. 

Cole and Snyder were a comedy 
hit with their two-man patter and 
the picture finale with the comic 
directing the antics of Charles 
Chaplin in an old time comedy film. 
Just the kind of hoke to goal 'em at 
this house. 

For the vaude finish Lester Lane 
and Co. (New Acts) did nicely. 
No dancing ahead and that helped 
this turn all the more. Mark. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

Three acts carry the burden of 
the entire program, giving the stage 
show a rating of more than average 
and making up for the weakness of 
the picture. 

Six acts with “Trent’s Last Case,” 
(Fox). silent detective drama of 
mild appeal, as the film feature. 

“Flashlights” (New Acts), is a 
conventional song and dance revue, 
opening. Clifton and Brent, deucing 
it, doing the same routine for a 
long while to indifferent scores, 

Aside from Hall this act holds 
three other fine performers, nice 
little dancer, effective vocalist who 
plays straight to open, and a com- 
edienne who climaxes with some 
fast stepping. 

Preceding was Kate Smith, for 
approximately 12 minutes of viru- 
lent song. Also scored heavily. 

“Tiny Town Revue,” midget pro- 
duction, No. 3, with Hall and Miss 
Smith, complete the trio of sure- 
fire turns. The midgets, aside from 
the freak angle, are a group of well 
trained song and dance artists. One 
of the girls is a cultivated dancer 
while a two-foot songster, with a 
Dutch accent, singing “Annabelle 
Lee” is a paralyzer. That Dutch 
boy should cut the comedy attempt 
he follows with and stick to singing. 

Closing was Ine Feijer's Ensemble 


Mori. 








HENNEPIN 


(Vaudfilm) 
Minneapolis, May 23. 
Tf the natives fail to fall in pay- 
ing numbers for the fare now being 


offered by the Hennepin-Orpheum 
the only conclusion to reach is that 
they've gone anti-vaudeville in their 
entertainment tastes. The second 
bill under the two-a-day reserved- 
seat policy held everything that be- 
longs to a classy big-time layout— 
comedy, dancing, pleasing singing 
and music, acrobatic thrills and 
first-rate acting dispensed by top- 
notchers whose names should mean 
something. Strangely enough, how- 
ever, the word-of-mouth boosting 
failed to build up an appropriate 
box-office response. 


Like the opening show, this bill 
took a hefty chunk out of the thea- 
tre’s bank account. Natacha Nat- 
tova, Little Jack Little, Claiborne 
Foster and Herb Williams repre- 
sented a real dough outlay and also 
should have spelled box-office 
strength. It looked like an ideal 
patronage-pulling array — Williams 
to lure in the vaudeville-wise gang, 
Little to corral radio and record 
fans, and the Misses Nattova and 
Foster to provoke word-of-mouth 
comment to offset their names’ lack 
of considerable box-office value 
here. This is omitting from consid- 
eration the M-G-M sound feature 
photoplay, “Tide of the Empite,” 
which, featuring Renee Adoree, 
might have been counted upon for 
appeal to the film fans. As things 
developed, however, trade was any- 
thing but forte at any time. 

With the aforementioned quartet 

of headliners providing the finishing 
four acts, the bill proved fast mov- 
ing from the number three spot on- 
ward, never dragging for an instant. 
In the opening position the Rooneys, 
with their 6ft-repeated routine of 
perilous trapeze feats, were good, 
and got the show off to a satisfac- 
tory start. 
Handicapped by poor material, 
O’Dunn and Day, girl and boy com- 
edy team, deuce spot, had tough 
going, but made fair progress on the 
strength of their youth, personality 
and hard work. They are new 
faces and, as such, welcome. The 
act runs largely to patter, with the 
fem doing the feeding. Much of the 
crossfire stuff, including the gags, 
stories and jokes, is of ancient vint- 
age. The boy’s avowed determina- 
tion to provoke laughter and “make 
good” and his expressed disappoint- 
ments at the flops help to land a 
response. It is a way of coaxing 
laughs in pleasant contrast to the 
sandbagging methods. The couple’s 
singing and dancing will not carry 
them far. 

Little Jack Little, on number 
three, was the first real smash. He 
received a heavy hand on his en- 
trance and exited toe a gratifying 
applause after whispering three pop 
melodies and extracting several 
tunefully tinkling numbers from the 
piano. For an encore he did his 
popular imitation of a barroom me- 
chanical piano, “ 

Unknown here despite her Broad- 
way rep, Claiborne Foster, missing 
a reception when she came on, in- 
stantly captured auditors by her 
charm. Her playlet, “The Marriage 
Recipe,” an act out of “Saturday's 
Children,’ lends itself well to her 
talents, and, although a trifle slow 
in tempo and somewhat talky, seems 
okeh for vaudeville. 

Returning with the best of his old 
material and some new uproarious 
comedy business, Herb Williams 
was the usual scream. He appar- 
ently grows funnier with age, and, 
needless to say, kept the audience 
continuously convulsed with sure- 
fire hokum and buffoonery. An ap- 
plause as well as a laugh riot. 

If there is any adagio dancing act 
excelling that of Natacha Nattova, 
Minneapolis has yet to see it. Such 
frace and daring are rare in the 
theatre. Her leeps and swings had 
patrons alternately gasping and ap- 
plauding. A great wind-up act. 

“Tide of the Empire,” feature 
photoplay, is nicely produced but 
weak in story value and, in this in- 
stance, probably of little box-office 
account. There also was Pathe 
sound news. 

Patronage Thursday night was 
very disappointing, considering the 
lateness of the week. By that time 
the excellence of the bill should have 
percolated through the town. There 
were many empty seats on the lower 
floor, and the balcony was less than 
half filled. 

This week has Florence Moore, 
Lulu McConnell and Co., with Rob- 
ert Hyman, former Bainbridge stock 
leading man and favorite here; 
Jeanette Hackett, Joseph E. How- 
ard, Walter “Dare” Wahl, the Three 
Whirlwinds and William Haines in 
“The Duke Steps Out,” for 75c! 

Rees. 
RIVOLI 
(Vaudfilm) 
Toledo, May 26. 

Local Pan house, playing six acts 
and pictures, booked out of New 
York by Ed Milne, is the only va- 
riety house here and doing good biz. 
The Rivoli is on a full week policy, 
opening Sundays, and getting the 
vaudeville play now that Keith's is 
dark. Latter house tried two-a-day, 
went into a grind and latterly a 
split, finally closing early for the 
summer, 





Howard Fiegley is the manager 
with Charles Mohr assisting. House 


seats 3,000; scale 35-50 weekly; T5c 


top for loges on week ends, with 
60c for downstairs chairs, unre- 
served. 

Six acts opening today were just 
six acts. Smiletta Brothers, flyers, 
so-so. Cholet and Jones flashed one 
of those exaggerated old-maidy get- 
ups on the woman where one ex- 
pected her to do a metamorphosis 
into a rejuvenated flap. It never 
happened. She worked hard enough 
but generally blah. Man straighted 
in mediocre manner. His wheezes 
died. 

Novelty Four, colored quartet, 
with standard yodeling and calliope 
harmonics, registered nicely. They 
do everything from pops to spir- 
ituals. 

Marie Allyn and Co. was saved by 
the “Co."—the three kidlets, Eva 
Saunders, Kin Dare and Claire 
Lacey who contributed specialties. 
The toe worker is especially good. 
Gene Davidson at the ivories ac- 
companies orthodoxically. Miss Al- 
lyn’s vocalizations laid in the aisie. 

Clayton and Leonard, with Tom 


Jones doing the late Lennie’s 
straight role, picked it right up 
again. The “English soda jerker 


and American nut sundae patron” 
routine made for a flock of laughs. 

Radio Fun, electrical act, closed. 
Usual plant laughs supplied by the 
shill and the committee. Man an- 
nounced his assistant as Miss Bon- 
nell. She flashes a she-devil getup 
for the electrical demonstration, all 
of which is lent a timelier touch by 
the radio label. 

Katherine Hubbard is the organ- 
ist. 

House buys pictures on the open 
market, playing independents and 
any of the local circuit house’s prod- 
uct. With the new Toledo Par- 
amount recently opened, the Rivoli 
still gets Par pictures. Currently 
flicker (silent) was “Trent’s Last 
Case” (Fox). 

House gets wired in the fal}. 
Everything else locally is wired, in- 
cluding Loew’s Valentine, Par- 
amount, Warner Bros. Temple. Em- 
pire (burlesk) is dark; Wright Play- 
ers at the Palace winds up a stock 
run of one and one-half years this 
week. Abel. 

STATE 
(Vaudfilm) 

Six-act layout at the State this 
week, topped by Joe Laurie, Jr.; 
“Desert Nights” (M-G-M) on the 
screen and selection of “Miss New 
York” for the Galveston beauty 
pageant, all combined to make pos- 
sible a capacity house Monday night. 
Show measures up to the usual av- 
erage here, lacking any particular 
distinction, but pleasing the regu- 
lars. 

Liberal film program had 
Gang” comedy with dialog, Fox 
Movietone and the entire M-G-M 
newsreel, in addition to the feature. 

Bob, Bobbie and Bob opened. Two 
comedy club jugglers with dog. 
Turn is speedily routined and well 
liked. 

Fein and Tennyson, mixed couple 
in songs which run mostly to the 
classic and operatic. Both trained 
voices that blend nicely. Got. neat 
applause returns. 

Jordy and Aleer have a flash turn, 
“Study in Blue,” last caught under 
the latter title and the same per- 
sonnel, a female singing trio and a 
couple of hoofers in addition to the 
adagio dancers, whose names the 
turn now carries. Running time has 
been speeded to its advantage. Pair 
of hoofers and the adagio exponents 
are the keystone, the suppressed 
harmonizing of the three brunets 
grouped about the baby grand and 
miniature upright being just so-so. 
Turn is well mounted dnd dressed 
and rates the trey spot in the inter- 
mediates, 

Laurie is dispensing his snappy 
chatter about his father, mother and 
relatives for consistent comedy 
laughs. Laurie’s monologing strikes 
a responsive chord, his remarks hit- 
ting home. Good results. 

Stuart and Lash, male duo, next 
to closing with slapstick comedy 
and dancing, appear in the closing 
turn with the Cavaliers, stage band 
in a half hour revue, offering spe- 
cialties along with two girls in the 
picture house presentation manner. 

Revue has been framed as a car- 
bon copy of Rudy Vallee’s picture 
house turn, with Stuart announcing 
his first number as his conception 
of Vallee singing one of his pop 
tunes. Stuart uses a megaphone a 
la Vallee and employs all his best 
numbers in singing with the band 
for fair results. Lash sticks mainly 
to hoke comedy, while one of the 
girls sings mildly and the other 
offers a good acrobatic dance spe- 
cialty. Band supplies modulated 
jazzapation, with a harp, piano ac- 
cordion and xylophones employed in 
addition to the usual strings to get 
away from the usual eight-piece 
combo. Turn will please in the 


intermediate houses which won’t see 
Vallee, 


“Our 


Christie making two-reel comedy, 
“A Hint to Brides,” from play by 
Kenyon Nicholson. A. Leslie Pearce 
directing. Cast—Johnny Arthur, 
Ruth Taylor, Martie Martell and 
Lawrence Leslie. 








RKO has changed titles on three 





more pictures. “Ringside” will be 
called “Night Parade,” and “49th 
Street” is to be sold as “City 
Streets. “snoarding House Blues” 


‘ORPHEUM | 


(St. Vaude) 
Los Angeles, May 26. 

License of the stage and liberties 
seem to be the unwritten privilege 
of some acts which play this house 
from time to time. They figure that 
if there is a celebrity in the audi. 
torilum the audience must meet 
them and the celebrity must join 
in the festivities gratis. One of the 
most obvious targets picked from 
the stage is Al Jolson, who pays for 
his seat, which generally is back 19 
or 12 rows, and who likes to get 
entertainment for his money. Every 
now and then some actor has the 
habit of calling upon Al. The latter 
does not cherish the thought and 
is generally embarrassed when this 
is done. 

At tonight’s show Al Herman, 
billed as “The assassin of grief and 
remorse,” back-fired upon himself 
when he chose Jolson. This wags 
after Herman had introduced other 
players in the audience and had got- 
ten Frank Richardson to sing one 
of his hot numbers. The mob 
wanted more and Herman began to 


insist Jolson do something. The 
latter, after quieting thunderous 
applause, remarked, “I paid for my 
seat and came here to enjoy my- 
self.” Herman was persistent, with 
Jolson replying that it looked as 
though Herman was the biggest hit 
of his life, but still the blackface 
boy on the stage demanded a story 
from Al. The latter got up and 
said’ he did not want to do his 
routine from the audience, as he ex- 
pected to have some of it left when 
he played the house and got paid 
for it. 

Finally he told his bread story and 
made his getaway. Al was burning. 
He burned two years ago in the 


‘house when called upon from the 


stage and remained away for 
awhile. It now looks, after what 
happened tonight, that Jolson may 
deprive the Orpheum of the regular 
$1.50 seat every Sunday night for 
another period. 

Herman, who is a comic with 
ability, really had no reason to call 
for outside help, as he has enough 
on the ball to stop a show anytime 
he gets back of the lights. He 
closed the first part with Bobby 
Gross, local song seller, putting over 
a ballad from an upper box. Seems 
as though Herman, who is vaca- 
tioning here for the summer and 
possibly an emergency booking, fig- 
ured that others could work and he 
would cop. 

Irene Franklin was to have topped 
the bill or divided honors or some- 
thing with Sylvia Clark. But 24 
hours before the opening matinee 
she called up, said she did not like 
the way she was billed and asked 
to cancel. It was okayed. Ward 
and Van were in town and filled the 
Franklin spot with their harp and 
fiddling. 

Opening were Al Gordon and his 
comic canines. Dogs are well han- 
dled, have novelty and trick routines 
and with the spinning roulette for 
a finish made the opening spot 
stand up. 

Mickey Lewis and Jimmy Win- 
throp, young lads who have a quar- 
tet of tap dances, came next with 
their click being on the final toe 
and ballet eccentric tap routine. 
Following ,came Ken Murray, m, c. 
He did a few gags and made way 
for Kenneth Harlan, aided by Wil- 
bur Cox and Evelyn Humes, in the 
old Aaron Hoffman sketch, “The 
Honeymoon.” Harlan and his aides 
just talked their lines and let it 
goat that. Audience got it. If Harlan 
figured this skit would give him an 
opportunity to sell the talking pic- 
ture producers; it is likely he drew 
a blank. 

Opening second part was Sylvia 

Clark with her quartet of original 
character songs. Pushover for this 
chic comedienne, who has a faculty 
of selling her wares in reliable 
fashion. For the finish with Bobby 
Kuhn strumming steel guitar and 
chanting it was perfect harmony 
blend with comedy interspersed that 
tied up the show. 
Murray trotted forth with the 
Charlestons, Helen and Milton, and 
gave them 18 minutes of entertain- 
ment which they had seen him and 
the duo do before, but they loved 
it. Nevertheless, Murray was bit 
below par on his blue gags, which 
was gratifying, 

Closing were the Lee Gail en- 
semble, consisting of Leon and Jean 
Lee Gail, and two other mixed 
couple. This sextet have one of the 
best framed terpsichorean routines 
with an outstanding apache, one of 
the roughest and most realistic of 
the knockabout type. They also 
have great adagio number, with two 
girls in act. Tumbling and toe step- 
ping like little cyclones a lad in the 
turn does the familiar Russian hoch 
and acrobatic Russian routines that 
reminds one of Maurice Diamond 
some 15 years ago, when the latter 
was master of this class of work. 
Turn held them in tight to its fin- 
ish, with the silent Pathe News on 
screen for those who wanted to 
linger after 11. 

Trade capacity on lower floor, 





is to be released as “Jazz Heaven,” 


with about two-thirds filled on the 
upper shelf, Ung. 
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PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 
Chicago, May 26. 
A $10,000 bill holding three acts 
of name import—Howard Brothers, 


3 ie Tucker and Claiborne Fos- 
Bop hiss Tucker headlining alone 


week drew $24,000, and there 


sonithe making of an even better 
gross in the current trio. 


the bill as it ran this afternoon 
d been on view 45 minutes before 
the house consented to recognize 
anything as entertainment. Three 
acts had passed, among them Miss 
Foster in a sketch taken from the 
play, “Saturday’s Childrn,” with- 
out identifying credit other than 
jisting Maxwell Anderson as 4u- 
thor. It is titled “The Marriage 
Recipe” and has the typical weak- 
ness of building its plot for many 
dead minutes to put over one good 
punch at the end. Miss Foster's 
sweetie is blowing to South Amer- 
ica on a job without asking her to 
marry him. Miss Foster's girl friend 
devises a means to make him pro- 
, and rehearses it. Then the 
poy friend comes in and its works 
just as expected, for the act’s first 
sign of life. This makes only a fair 
script for the legit name. It must 
be preceded by a representatively 
good act if it is to catch on at all. 
If Pulitzer awards were given for 
vaude acts living up to their billing, 
Sophie Tucker would be first in 
line. She’s advertised to do an en- 
tirely new act. There's not a line 
remaining of what she used last 
week. In her list of new songs are 
a couple from her picture, “Honky 
Tonk,” and also a scene from the 
picture where she sells that old 
Tucker philosophy to a discouraged 
scrubwoman. Of the three dramatic 
bits she has done in the past few 
years, this undoubtedly is the best. 
All around it is that other Sophie, 
“last of the red-hot mamas,” charg - 
ing into a lyrical conquest of males 
with her voice in a barrel and sex 
appeal in a showcase. She’s a de- 
partment of show business, com- 
plete in itself. 


What Soph was to the first halt, 
Eugene and Willie Howard were to 
the last. Which means about 
everything. The Howard boys just 
finished a run in “Scandals” here 
and play a week at the Palace be- 
fore hopping into the Marbro and 
Granada, picture houses, for $5,000 
per. Palace is paying them about 
$3,500. Miss Tucker pulled a vol- 
untary introduction for them, say- 
ing they were the ones who told her 
to try the stage when they were two 
of the Three Bellhops and adding 
that it was the first time she and 
they had been on a bill together in 

2 years, 


Surefire assortment of their volu- 
minous material in the Palace act, 
opening with dialog about going to 
a party and singing from then on. 
List included “King for a Day,” 
“My People,” opera burlesque and a 
series of impersonations by Willie 
in solo. Next-to-closing couldn’t 
hold a stronger act. 


Bill opened with Armstrong 
Brothers, arm-balancing team, ex- 
cellent in their line, but not to be 
followed by two more slow acts, as 
here. No fault of the Armstrongs. 
Nee Wong,second, is a Chinese who 
by his own admission is too Amer- 
icanized to try a risley act and 
wear himself out. Instead he sings 
and then gags. The songs hurt him, 
two starting the act and one a far- 
fetched impersonation of Al Jolson. 
oaoe are better and saved his act 

ere, 

Miss Foster next in her sketch, 
and then the show work up with 
entrance of Bud Harris and Rad- 
cliff. Colored boys, acting as a 
white man expects a colored man 
to act and singing for a fine round- 
out. Radcliff has an excellent trick 
voice. Dialog has them as two lazy 
Piano movers. Young boy, an- 
nounced as Harris’ brother, comes 
on for an encore in an imitation of 
Bill Robinson’s stair dance, sewing 
up whatever applause the team 
hadn’t already received. 

Rey Rogers, sixth, is a good 
drunk character made unique by his 
ability at contortion and acrobatics, 
but he is giving his stuff the wrong 
Start with two songs and a little too 
much talk. Proof is that he waits 
quite a while for his first laugh. 
From then on it’s easy. Howards 
were seventh, with no act pro- 
grammed to follow. Customers 
thought the show was over, and the 
Keifers, roller skating trio, opened 
to jammed aisles. Tough break. 

Light attendance Sunday mat. 
Inevitable with the arrival of warm 
weather. 

Worth particular mention is the 
listing of headliners for the next 
four weeks in the program. For 
some time they have been mostly 
booked in a couple of days before 
the curtain went up. Bing. 


81ST STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Not an 81st St. bill this week, 
unless the 81st has been over its 
head lately, with nothing in the 
vaude that will attract outside, and 
& problematical picture in “Hot 
Stuff.” 

Show is too dependent on “Poor 
Old Jim” (New Acts), 21-minute 
sketch that came close to winning 
the recent Belasco little theatre cup, 
and played in vaude by the tourna- 
ment originals, but without cause, 








in the better vaude places to stand 
on its own hind legs. 

Most standard and 
the layout of five, Valentine Vox 
and Emily Walters, carried the 
show's comedy almost alone, taking 
the four-spot to follow the simon- 


effective of 


pure sketch players. The mixed 
ventriloquial couple made the most 
of their singularity on this bill and 
landed a bit better than ordinarily. 

Archie and Gertie Falls, estab- 
lished aerial show openers, were 


forced to finish without their best 
stunt (Archie's foot catch from the 
floor) when something went wrong 
with the apparatus. Gertie is feet 
down on the trapeze for this one. 
Her partner’s first miss is always 
staged. His second was uninten- 
tional Sunday mat, and they let it 
go at that. Gertie opening, as for- 
merly, on the web in pink tights, 
while the ground tumbling finish is 
retained. 

Bobbie Rowland, female imper- 
sorator. who needs material awfully 
bud, oversiayed his welcome by re- 
maining for 16 minutes—about five 
too long. For deception Rowland 
has no equal and few peers. The 
surprise wig doffing is the act and 
all there is just now. Rowland is 
in “one” with a man pianist. He 
sings pops, and not so well Shows 
no flashy gowns, as others do, to 
make ’em forget the vocal short- 
comings. Until Rowland pulls the 
wig there is slight semblance of 
showmanship. 

“Poor Old Jim” and Vox and Wal- 
ters were three and four. Muriel 
Kaye closed in her new full-stage 
dance flash, four men in support 
(New Acts). Bige. 


(St. Vaude) 


One of those nice average shows. 
James Barton and Baclanova for 
the marquee. Roger Imhof and 
Marcelle Correne in “The Pest 
House” for the old timers. Olyn 
Landrick, Johnnie Berkes and Will 
and Gladys Ahearn, none show stop- 
pers but all easy sitting and pleas- 
ant giggling. Elly, the lady juggler, 
to open, and Ann Shuler, the lady 
acrobat, to close the show. Worth 
75c. any matinee, 

Sunday’s first performance ran 
smoothly excepting minor misun- 
derstandings between rostrum and 
pit over music cues. Olyn Landrick 
tried three times to end his song 
with the orchestra and surrendered 
good naturedly. This female im- 
personator has a chatty, intimate 
style of working that keeps the pa- 
trons grinning, even if they seem to 
have lumbago of the wrists. 

Roger lImhof’s venerable convey- 
ance has been spruced up with some 
modern wheezes and is as good as 
new. This turn might be estab- 
lished as the grandpop of many of 
the “sight” acts now on the boards. 
There’s much even for morons to 
laugh at, and these days bookers 
can’t afford to snub the morons. 

Johnnie Berkes’ ability to stay on 
and amuse a congregation with an 
act compounded of nothing in par- 
ticular has been commented on be- 
fore. He is under no danger from 
the act-lifting gentry; there’s noth- 
ing to lift. 

The Ahearns, who played the Pal- 
ace last week, and Barton, who 
plays the Palace every other week, 
complete the comedy contingent. 
Ahearn gags topically, one of the 
first to kid those two millionaire 
jailbirds, Al Capone and Harry Sin- 
clair. He also sprang one about 
the Jones law being a scheme to 
send to jail everyone who voted for 
Al Smith. It pancaked. 


Row K ended the T5c. clientele. 
Couple of dozen 50c. customers in 
the rear. Land. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


Very much burlesque at this 3d 
avenue temple Sunday afternoon. A 
four-act layout, Katie Pullman and 
Gang occupying the rostrum some 
45 minutes. lBox-office flourished 
despite fine weather more adapted 
for strolling than sitting. 


Crystal Trio led off, two lads and 
girl on roller skates, executing their 
ball-bearing maneuvers with a de- 
gree more punch than when seen 
the last few months farther down- 


town. Older lad picking up on his 
spin. Better received than pre- 
viously. 


Deucer contained Kane and White, 
a couple of boys, one at a piano and 
the other in a check suit doing some 
songs and a slow-motion dance. 
Checkered lad does a hot Russian 
spin beginning at the floor and 
winding up like whirlwind. The 
duo can sell their stuff to more ad- 
vantage if inserting some wise 
chatter. 

Summers and Hunt, No. 3, have 
spice done with much candid aban- 
don. The man is a gawky fellow 
from the city, A. D. 1880 or there- 
about, and the girl in the crinoline 
habiliment of the innocent country 
yirl. 

. Katie Pullman and Gang shut. 
This act bristles with touches of 
burlesque, the Harrington Sisters 
being the only component part with 
a class touch. Miss Pullman’s work 
consists of tap dancing with stress 
on the speed, twirling a lariat. 
wise-cracking with a sleek-haired 
whe acts as m.c., and ens- 


fellow veiaw ew ew 
tume changes. A nine-piece band 


for “Jim” will find it tough enough ' lets off medioc blues and a couple 





IRENE RICH and Co. (2) 

“Ask Your Wife” (Comedy Drama) 
14 Mins.; Four (Parlor) 

Palace (St. V) 


“I'm in vaudeville because of the 
talkers,” said Irene Rich in her 
finely thought out curtain speech at 
the Palace. That speech was the 
best thing she did on the Palace 
stage. It’s frank and naive. The 
film star stated she had been 
brought up with the silent picture; 
that when the screen spoke (credit- 
ing a story on that to Cecil De 
Mille) she had to go to vaude to 
learn how to talk with it. 


Irene Rich is lovable, on screen 
or stage. On the screen she has 
ranked well up as an actress of 
that flicker pantomime _ variety, 
where, if the director has intelli- 
gence and the player can use his 
or her head, with no supervisor 
around to bust’ in, the film result 
is at least a good performance. 
With Miss Rich’s film acting in 
mind and from her present stage 
sketch, it’s almost a cinch she will 
be in the talking pictures, for they 
can use her, 

So can vaudeville, for Irene Rich 
must be a draw. 


Her address stops any criticism 
of her stage playing. In this sketch 
by George Buchanan File and staged 
by Samuel T. Godfrey, presented by 
Max Gordon, Miss Rich's role calls 
for some fire in acting. If she 
didn’t altogether rise to that, the 
idea got over clearly and well 
enough. The length of the playlet. 
14 minutes, is in its favor. 


Story is of a playwright at work 
on a play trying to sense the re- 
action of an innocent wife accused 
of infidelity by her husband. A 
young man suggests he try it with 
his own wife. Young man is her 
brother. Playwright and _ brother 
confer. Wife overhears them. 

When the husband-playwright ac- 
cuses her, she counter-charges with 
a made up tale of his affair with 


another woman, The husband con- 
fesses, 


Edwin Jerome is the playwright, 
doing fairly. Harold Elliott as the 
brother looks like a promising juv 
Did very well, 

When in front of the curtain, Miss 
Rich also said: 

“You know I am not alone here. 
Know you would like to have the 
men with me take a bow. They are 
real actors, not from the Hollywood 
movies.” 

Okay, Irene, but the next time 
better refer to them as “gentlemen,” 
whatever you may think about “real 
actors.” Sime. 





ne LAWRENCE and Co. 


) 
“She Made Up Her Mind” (Comedy) 
15 Mins.; Full (Special) 
8ist St. (V-P) 

Margaret Lawrence, dramatic star, 
banned from the legit stage by 
Equity and making her debut in 
vaude, has a light comedy skit 
authored by Mark Reed that holds a 
few laughs. It makes no great de- 
mands on her talents or those of the 
two men in support. Novel idea 
founded on the domestic triangle 
with a surprise finish gives the 
sketch its chief value. Where they 
still know Miss Lawrence it will 
win approval. 

Opening on darkened stage finds 
a duchess being made love to in her 
boudoir by an Englishman who is 
trying to persuade her to ditch her 
elderly husband and elope. She is 
unable to make up her mind. 

In the midst of her remarks to 
that effect a burglar walksin. When 
the love thief and the lady realize 
that the crook is wise to the com- 
promising situation in which he has 
found them, they try to persuade 
him to leave, they having the upper 
hand with the intruder unarmed. 

The burg refuses, insisting that 
they call a cop or else he will wait 
until her husband arrives. 

He forces the woman to turn over 
her pearls or stand the risk of losing 
her good name. 

Turning the tables on the pair, the 
crook bluffs the lover into leaving 
with him to save his own skin. 

Blowoff has the crook, having 
shaken the other man, returning to 
the room, restoring the pearls to the 
woman and then revealing himself 
as an ardent admirer of the cheating 
royal dame himself. After a couple 
of clinches he convinces her that he 
is the one who is the right party to 
play opposite her in all future 
clandestine love episodes. 

Sketch is quite talky, but some 
bright passages between Miss Law- 
rence and the two men lift it out of 
the ordinary. 





of boys do a fairish nance dance 
and later an acrobatic affair. 
Costuming and band layout here 
unpretentious. The m.c.’s chatter is 
weak, yet the fellow works himself 
to a great sweat, with his fast 
dancing best. There’s something 
about Miss Pullman which the 
audience likes. It would be easier 
to refer to her at Katie. 
Harrington Sisters, blonde and 
brunet, harmonize fairly delightful. 
Miss Pullman does a strut and tap 
dance in black silk costume with 
long pants and high hat. Then 
chatter with m.c. with her rope. 
Evening wrap change and panto- 
mime number by band. Interest- 


ingly burlequey. 


Screen: “Hot Stuff” (FN). 


BILL ROBINSON 

“The Black Cloud of Joy” 

Dances, Songs and Stories 

20 Mins.; One 

Palace (St. Vaude). 

Bill Robinson left the colored 
show, “Black Birds,” which he had 
greatly helped to make a Broadway 
smash, when the original company 
lately sailed for Europe. He had 
eone into the show from vaudeville. 
Bill may leave vaudeville to go into 
another or the same show, 

For years the Dillinghams, the 
Ziecfelds, the Shuberts and other 
musical producers have made a 
sucker out of vaudeville. Every 
time vaudeville developed a come- 
dian or comedy act or woman single 
of value, musical comedy got them. 
Musical comedy got most of them 
by “borrowing.’ 

“Can I have so and so, Ed?” “Cer- 
tainly, Charlie, Flo or Jake,” or 
whoever it was. 

And so it was, those Broadway 
musical slickers robbing vaudeville 
of its best and later using vaudeville 
to run out contracts for them, per- 
haps with the same acts they haa 
“borrowed.” And the acts come back 
at more money, as Bill Robinson 


does, with Bill getting now over 
twice as much as before he de- 
parted, 


Why must musical comedy dis- 
cover talent in vaudeville? And if 
vaudeville knows when it has desir- 
able talent, why doesn’t it hang on 
to it? Letting a comedy act get 
away fora difference of $50 or $100, 
to return at double or three times 
the former salary. 


Or to take a recognized standard 
comedy turn in vaudeville and re- 
fuse it an increase of perhaps up 
to $200 more or less, than book 
from some musical show some- 
one who doesn’t rank as_ well 
with vaude patrons at four times 
what the standard wanted. Or 
to “set a price” on an act and en- 
force that salary, despite what the 
act may be worth to others, and, of 
course, finding that the act does go 
to others. If it’s worth more to 
others, why not to Keith’s? Keith’s 
is a vaude circuit. 


In this new era of Keith’s book- 
ing, if there is any newness about it, 
watching and holding its comedy 
acts had better be rigidly followed. 


An act like Bill Robinson that can 
play around for years on the Keith 
and Orpheum vaude circuits must 
build up some sort of a following, 
else they could not repeat so often. 
They have an undisclosed box office 
value through their standardization; 
their names billed or advertised 
mean something in some way to the 
box office. 


Frequently where a vaude show 
has done good business with the 
headliner credited for the draw, it 
was the standard acts on the Dill 
who really did it, for they made a 
good show. 


Taking Bill Robinson as the ex- 
ample, it may be said that there is 
no vaude theatre Bill can play to- 
day he will not draw over his sal- 
ary. That is proof of some individ- 
ual drawing power. Many other acts 
the same could be said of. Vaude 
never appears to know what+it has, 
and waits for someone else to find 
out. 


Any actor is worth what he can 
get and a good show will always do 
more for the house than a flop or 
one-time headliner. Good vaude 
shows will draw by themselves, but 
they must be good every week, not 
once a month. And good shows are 
made by good acts only and always. 


As to Bill Robinson on his re- 
turn and as an act, he’s the peer 
of any colored comedian on the 
stage, and without low comedy. He 
tells laughable stories, against his 
own race, deports himself profes- 
sionally at all times, sings jazz 
songs and, of course, is the best 
tap dancer the stage owns. 

That makes him an entertainer 
plus. If he had not been colored 
Keith’s would have paid Bill $1,500 
a week long ago, but Keith’s lost 
Robinson when it had him at a bar- 

ain. 
. At this show Bill was a hit long 
before he reached his stair dance, 
that one so many have stolen on 
him. But they are all poor imita- 
tors after you see Bill. 

Vaudeville needs acts like Bill 
Robinson. The vaudegoers know 
him. His opening reception spoke 
worlds over that important point 
with any regular vaude turn, 

With possibly the fact that vaude 
patrons don’t go to $4.40 oes. 

ime. 


LESTER LANE AND CO. (4) 
Dances 

16 Mins.; Full Stage 

Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Lester Lane has assembled an ef- 
fective dancing turn. In Ethel Os- 
borne he has a corking acrobatic 
dancing girl who has a cartwheel 
and quick split that are standouts. 
There is also a sister team with 
a routine calculated for sure ap- 
plause. , 

Lane, graceful all-around dancer, 
has a spectacular double back kick. 
He also does a nifty bell and a fast 
pirouette. Effective bit with Miss 
Osborne is a novelty dance finish. 

There is a male pianist who also 
sings in crooning style. Apparently 
he is a straignt ivory impic:. 





Mark, 





CARTER DeHAVEN with Carter, 

Jr., and Marjorie, Daughter 
Songs, Taik and Dances 
18 Mins.; Three 
Palace (St. V) 

Carter DeHaven in April appeared 
around with his boy, Carter, Jr., and 
a young woman. The latter has 
been replaced by his daughter, Mar- 
jorie. To fit the family trio some 
matter has been rewritten and in- 
serted. Result is a pleasing, enter- 
taining interlude on a vaude Dill. 

One is struck by these two young 
children from the once famous 
vaudeville act of DeHaven and Par- 
ker (Flora). And regardless of the 
taste, Flora Parker (Mrs. DeHaven 
and the mother) was missed in this 
stage picture. 

Each of the kids, with Carter, Jr., 
the older, has talent. Both are good 
looking. The boy is somewhat 
blondish though far from _ pro- 
nounced, while Marjorie is a red 
head. 

Act written by Jack Murray. Hh 
runs to flip talk at the opening as 
DeHaven, Sr., starts to sing, “I'm 
Alone,” interrupted by his’ son 
walking on, then his daughter, who 
joins with him. Marjorie does a 
tap dance, not bad for a young girl, 
and the boy dances with his father. 
Songs and talk built for the trio, 
excepting the single number by Car- 
ter, Sr., working in snatches of pop 
songs, starting with “Cream In My 
Coffee.” 

An okay turn that looks and plays 
polished. Sime. 


RUBY NORTON 

With Clarence Senna 
“Famous Blondes” (Songs) 
20 Mins.; Three 
Palace (St. V.) 


Ruby Norton has an act by Ne- 
ville Fleeson that ranks her with 
the best women singles in vaude- 
ville, present or past. 

It is “Famous Blondes” by title, 
that being the finale bit, including 
impersonations of Lillian Russell, 
Jeritza and Sophie Tucker. Two of 
them will endear Miss Norton to 
vaudegoers. They are the Misses 
Russell and Tucker. As Miss Rus- 
sell, Miss Norton dresses in the 
fashion of that great stage lady’s 
days, gowns to the ankles. 
alone puts it over, but as is w. k., 
Miss Norton has a voice, so her 
“Evening Star” was made enjoyable, 
and she gave Jeritza’s rep no bump 
either when going into “Faust.” 

But it is as Sophie Tucker that 
Miss Norton revealed she is an un- 
usual mimic. She’s Soph all over, 
in intonation, not easy with that 
Soph dame, her looks, talk and ges- 
tures, for Miss Norton somehow got 
hold of a wig that really suggests 
The Madam. Her Sophie closed the 
turn and a panic, as it will be any- 
where. Clarence Senna is no small 
part of it as he did Ted Shapiro at 
the piano, also, glasses, cracks and 
everything. 

Mr. Senna had a tough assign- 
ment in playing and singing an ac- 
companiment while Miss Norton 
made her changes. To give proper 
time, he had to slow the tempo un- 
til it sounded as if he were ill at ease. 
Senna has a number while walking 
ou, saying he is not an m. ¢., one 
of those fellows who steals some- 
thing from everyone else on the bill. 

A double number was written 
around the “Did I Do Wrong?” gag. 
Good enough, elaborated, although 
instead of two verses or so it has 
been told on the stage in three lines. 

Liked all of the way, the Norton- 
Senna act can’t miss. It’s almost as 
g00d as those Fleeson writes for 
himself. Sime. 





“GREENWICH VILLAGE 
REVELS” (32) 

Revue (Unit) 

68 Mins.; Special 

86th St. (V-P) 

Jones & Green, who let their 
“Greenwich Village Follies” rights 
slide over to the Shuberts, are on 
the billing as presenting this vaude 
revue with paraphrased title. It has 
been pieced together in a manner 
seldom present in most of the hur- 
riedly produced vaude units around 
today, and holds plenty of good 
dancing. Remaining outstanding 
virtues are limited. For one thing, 
there is nothing good to look at in 
the scenery department, and the 
costuming will not call for praise. 

Obvious attempt has been te 
stage a fast hour’s entertainment 
for use as a unit in the vaude par- 
lors. Sponsors have been partially 
successful. Speed is there, but the 
people are there only in spots. 

James Coughlin, comic, and Joe 
Lyons, straight, are doing double 
comedy act in “one” throughout the 
68 minutes, stepping on the apron 


in between most of the full-stage. 


dance or song interludes. Coughlin, 
from burlesque and typically that 
sort of comic, brought the burlesque 
idea of comedy with him. Used in 
this revue are the Suicide Club ana 
the imaginary restaurant bits, both 
played as the original author in- 
tended and as so many others have 
during all these years. 

Coughlin, who is a good comedian 
underneath the script, just as Lyons 
is a fine straight man despite mate- 
rial, used to have a trick of wiggling 
his Adam’s apple for plenty of 
laughs. He's not doing it any more, 
and, unless the old apple is out of 
shape, still should. 





Another member whose name 
should be in the billing with 
Coughlin and Lyons, and in type 
just as large is the little soubret 


(Continued On page 43) 
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Shows carrying numerals such as (2) or (3) indicate opening next 

week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. For this week (26) or (27%) 
with split weeks also indicated by dates. 

An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 


turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 
Pictures include in classification 


~ PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 





NEXT WEEK (June 3) 
THIS WEEK (May 27) 





presentation as adjunct. 


PARIS 
Week May 25 


Casine de Paris 
Harry Pilcer 
Jack Forester 
Rowe Sis 
Florence & Grip 
Henry Laverne 
Germaine Lambell 
Marie Dubas 
Bach-Franvi's 
Georgie Hayes 
Bach 

Fred Mele Bd 


Cirque d’Hiver 
Banola Hes Sis 
Dr Marbrus 
Miss Mamie 
Willys Tr 
Jean Houcke 
Kanui & Lula 
Little Joe & W'ilt’r 
Fratellini 3 
Saschoff Tr 
Miss Tamara 
Marcelle Rancy 
J'ckie Collier & Sis 
Helder Tr 
Silvestri Co 

Jardin 

a’ Acclimatation 

Fred's Etoile d'or 


LON 


toa: Le! PARK 
Empire 
in ~ Is B'siness 


me 
The 5 o’Clock Girl 
Victoria Palace 
George Clark Co 
Clarice Mayne 


Burr & Hope 
D'Orsay & Stedm’n 





Florence Oldham 
Ciro & Ray 3 


Fillis & Tippe 
Schoumsky 
Tom Tim 
Ernest 
M Carre Ponies 
Medrano 
Darling 
Motty 2 
Harry Carre 
Frank Homs 2 
Mizzi 
Olympe Bradna 
Tony Bastien 
Cairoli-Porto-C 
Mme H Carre 
Brix Co 
Capri 3 
Maud Gill 3 
Meteors 
Joe Densmore 
Carre Sis 
Dario-Bario-Rhum 
Olympia 
Hugonys Sis 
John & Alex 
Bara & Kelsey 
Volgas Tr 
Gabaroche 
Poulot 
Germaine Revel 
Statis 4 
Franklin Co 


DON 


Zellini 
Dorane & Wood 
Peggy Walton 


NEW CROSS 


Empire 
This Year of Grace 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Garrett 
Naughton & Gould 
Jack Hylton Bd 


PROVINCIAL 





ENGLAND 
rer. BIRMINGHAM LIVERPOOL 
Empire Empire 
Splinters The Damask Rose 
MANCHESTER 
Simba Palace 
Royal Desert Song 
Her Cardb’d Lover NEWCASTLE 
BLACKPOOL Empire 
Grand The Seafarers 
The Third Party EWPORT 
Opera House Empire 
Nerves The Big aoe 
BRADFORD NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Alhambra August 1914 
Change Over Ro 
CARDIFF Marigold 
Emp PORTSMOUTH 
The Merry Whirl Royal 
EDINBURGH Harmony Hall 
Empire JFORD 
Crazy Rhythm Palace 
GLASGOW Teddy Morris 
Empire Variety Co 
One Dam Thing a 
HANLE Empi 
Grand Paris 1923 
Our Cabaret 1929 SOUTHAMPTON 
HULL Empire 
Palace Show’s the Thing 
Delroy Somers Bd SOUTHSEA 
.EEDS King’s 
Empire Simba 
League of Stars SWANSEA 
yal Empire 
The Truth Game Something New 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (1) 

“Capitol Frolic” 

“A Man’s Man” 


(25) 
“Orientale” Unit 
Dave Schooler 
Jack Pepper 
Ginger Rogers 
Bur'ff & Josephine 
Chita 
La Salice Bros 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Where B't Is Hast’ 


Blues’ U 
Jack Osterman 
Rita Owin 
Ethel Norris 
Barnett & Clark 
Gluck-Sorel Girls 
Rudy Valle Orch 
“The Man I Love” 
Roxy (25) 
Beatrice Belkin 
Harold Van Duzee 
Gaschery & Hully 
Paul Van Dyke 
Belle Flower 
Michae! Voljamin 
Elizabeth Biro 
William Robyn 
Patricia Bowman 
Markert’s Roxy’tes 
‘Fox M’tone Follies’ 


CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (25) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 

& Brochs 
Lamberti 
Snyder & Walton 


se ‘Capitol (25) 


“Charlie Agnew Bd 

Cadet 6 

Al & Jack Rand 

Edythe Bohlman 
Chicago (24) 

H L Spitaliny Bd 

Davey Lee 

6 Lucky Boys 

Ballet 

“Two Weeks Oft’’ 
Granada (25) 

Benny Meroft Bd 


Vercelle Sis 
3 Gobs 
Mange Tr 


(One to fill) 
Harding (25) 
“Bright Lights” U 

Al Morey Bd 
Deagon & Cannefax 
F & J Hubert 
Dean 2 


£49 \ 5-1-6 Ster2z Out” 
a ue 


Marbro. (25) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
DeCarlos & T.ouise 


* Black Kat 4 


Madelyn Killeen 
Norshore (25) 
“Chinatown” Unit 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Norman Frescott 

Helen Kennedy 
Mary & Bobby 
“Duke Steps Out” 


Oriental (25) 
“Hi-Hats” Unit 
Al Kvale Bd 
Bob LaSalle 
High Hatters 
Evelyn Wilson 
Grant Ballet 
“Betrayal” 


Paradise (25) 
“Frivolities’’ Unit 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Earl Capps & Sis 
Leon Navara 
“The Man I Love” 


Rialto (25) 
Gaines & Johnson 
Australian Waites 

Stratford 

2d half (30-1) 
Cookie’s Bd 
Alex'der & Sw'nson 
Frank Sterling 
Brown & Berlin 


Tivoli (25) 
“Cooling Off’? Unit 
Frank Masters Bd 
Cliff Nazarro 
Pickard & Pal 
Bert Faye 
Wallace Sis 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
“The Man I Love” 

Uptown (25) 
‘Carnival C’ktail’ U 
Verne Buck Bd 
Moore & Pal 
Joe Besser 
Ethel Dallon 
Charles Marsh 
Frances Wills 
Foster Girls 
“The Man I Love” 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (25) 
Art Frank 
Lew Beck 
Barbara Vernon 
Lewis Girls Bd 
Foursome 4 
“D'gerous Woman” 

BROOKLYN 

Fox (27) 
Withing & Burt 
G Rodion Dancers 
Willie Wast & Met 
Jimmy Savo 
Joan Franza 
Ewing Eaton 





“The Valiant” 


+ 


picture policy, 


with 


VARIES FF 





vaudeville or 





Paramount (27) 


‘Day in H'lyw'od’' U 
Paul Ash 

Don Barc'ay 

“The Man I Love” 


BUFFALO 
Buffalo (27) 
‘Say with F’wers’ U 

Phil Lampkin 
Sammy Cohen 
Stone-Vernon 4 
Max Hamilton 
Dave Gould Girls 
“The Man I Love” 
CLEVELAND 
State (27) 
‘Rainbow Trail’ U 
Jean Boydell 
Ossman & Schepp 
Marie White 
Bud Carleel 
Bachelor 4 
Glick-Sorel Girls 
“The Man I Love” 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (1) 
“Cheerio” Unit 
G & M Biline 
Wally Jackson 
Helen McFarland 
Alma Jackson 
Dorothy Neville 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (1) 
‘B'ty Shop Blues’ U 





PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (27) 
Rose Marie Dering 

Thomas Monroe 

8 Rosebuds 

Smith Strong & Lee 
Paul Kirkland 
“Blockade” 

Fox (27) 
Clarke & Bergman 
Cary Emmy's Pets 
Osear Lorraine 
Eva Shirley Co 
2 Sammies 
‘Fox Follies of 

Stanley (27) 
Vito La Monica 
Nelson Eddy 
“A Man’s Man” 

PITTSBURGH 

Enright (25) 
‘At the Seashore’ U 
Dick Powe!l 
‘Saturday's Ch'dr'n’ 

Penn (25) 
‘Bright Lights’ U 
Wesley Eddy 
Senator F Murphy 
Bancroft & Cannon 
Limberlegs Edw'ds 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Dave Gould 6 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
‘Where E’t Is East’ 

PROVIDENCE 

Fay’s 


99° 








ville agency 
Lyons. 
aciion! 


Lyons. 
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LYONS & LYONS 
As _Intimate Chats od 


f VAUDEVILLE 

ig The livest wire in the vaude- 
Showmen, 
admit this. See him for quick 
An equally capable 


and alert act salesman is our 
Matty Rosen, assistant to Mr. 


LYONS © LY 


ON 
PARAMOUNT BLDG NEW YORK 


field is Sam 
Generally, 








DETROIT 
Capitel (25) 
‘Springtime’ Unit 
Del Delbridge 
Burt & Lehman 
Max & Gang 
Jue Fong 
Jones & Elliott 
“No Defence” 
Fisher (25) 
“School Days” U 
Al Donahue 
Bays & Specht 
2 Tumbling Clowns 
Lane & Osgood 
Dorothy Morrison 
“Strange Cargo’”’ 
Michigan (25) 
“Country Club” U 
Al Evans 
Alex J Morrison 
Cliff Crane 
Brian McDonald 
Olive Faye 
Wilton Crowley 
A Rasch Girls 
‘Where E't Is East’ 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (30) 
Chrissie & Daley 
Leonard St Leo 
“Spite arriage” 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef) 
Carli Elinor Orch 
‘The Black Watch’ 
Chinese (Indef) 
S Grauman Prolog 
Buster West 
A Rasch Ballet 
Jerre Coe 
Alfred Late! 
‘Broadway Melody’ 
_ Egyptian (30) 
Beach Nights 
Kitaros 
Davis & Larue 
Edran & Bradley 
Jean & Jeannett 
Maxine Doyle 
Lillian Smith 
“Bridge of San 
Luis Rey” 
Taew's State (30) 
Rube Wolf 
Georgia Lane D’c'rs 
Mack Raymond 
Gormaley & Sully 
‘His C’ptive W’m'n’ 
Paramount (30) 
Milton Charles 
‘Studio M’der M't’y’ 
* MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (1) 
‘Varieties of '29°U 
The Waltons 
Johnny Perkins 
Dorothy Drakely 
Dave Gould Girls 
NEWARK 
Branford (25) 
‘On 5th Ave’ Unit 
Benny Ross 
D Eddy & Douglas 
Sammy Lewis 
Hector & Pals 
Patty Moore 
Robert Cloy 
A Rasch Girls 
“Donovan Affair’ 
NEW ORLEANS 
Saenger (1) 
“Vanity Fair’ Unit 
Renoff & Renova 
Monsieur Berg Co 
Erner & Fisher 
Johnny Payne 
Emily Daye 


George Hunter 
Virginia Wheeler 
Billy Moring 
Busch Sis 

Bickner & Hessley 
Jimmy McNamara 
E & H Jackson 
Elmer Bachman 
Frank Blyler 

Jim Montgomery 
‘Not Quite Decent’ 
S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (1) 
“Perfect Girl” Unit 
Helen McFadden 





Joe Penner 

Luella Lee 

4 Cheer Leaders 
Foster Girls 

SAN FRANCISCO 

El Capitan 
Rodolfo & Chiquita 
Jackie Brenen 
Sylvia & Clemence 
“Close Harmony” 

Warfield (24) 
Lynn Cowan 
W E Ritchie Co 
Rondus 2 
Natalie Harrison 
Fuzzy Wright 
“The Valiant” 

ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (25) 
“Harvest Time” U 
Ed Lowry 
Fountleroy & Van 
Stanley 2 
Ted Marks 
‘Innocents of Paris’ 

Missouri (25) 
“Paris Nights” U 
Harry Rose 
Arthur Nealy 
‘Studio M’der M't’y’ 
W’SH’'GT’N, D. C. 

Fox (1) 
Jos LaRose Pres 
J I Fisher 
Leon Brusiloff 
Fox Jazzmanians 
Foxettes 
“Girls Gone Wild” 

(25) 


George Lyons 

B & J Pierson 
Virginia Bacon 
J I Fisher 

Jos LaRose Pres 
Fox Jazzmanians 





Fairmount 
Ist half (3-5) 
Casting Campbells 
Irving & Lewis 
Reed Hooper Rev 
Chabot & Tortint 
Homeward Bound 
2d half (6-9) 
3 Blanks 
Rollie & Chollie 
Primrose Seamon 
Yorke & Lord 
Bekefi Dancers 
Grand 
Ist half (3-53 
Serge Flash Co 
Billy Beard 
Seymour & Howard 
Brandies C & Mann 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Hearst Bros 





Gibbs 2 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Jimmy Fletcher 


Trado 2 
Coogan & Casey 
Romaine & Castle 
Flo Mayo'’s Rev 
AKRON (3) 
Reck & Rector 
Victor Oliver Co 
Dave Gardner Co 
Lydell & Higgins 
Casa-Lehn & Lon- 
don Palace Girls 
ATLANTA 
Grand (3) 
Howard Girls 
Convey 2 & Johnny 
O’Neill & Mannars 
Monologist 
Love in the Ranks 








HOWARD SLOAT 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 


A B. Leach & Co.. Inc 





Wilhanr 











Frank D’Amore Co 
Lillian Shaw 
5 Harmaniacs 


(One to fill) 


Lincoln Sq. 

Ist half (3-5) 
Angel Bros 
Jules Howard Co 
Romaine & Castle 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Davids & Glass 
Halstead & Daniels 
Wilkens & Wilkens 
Carter Bros Rev 
(One to fill) 

National 

Ist half (3-5) 
Leona Allen Co 
Haynes & Lehman 
Morris & Campbell 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Bob & Boyer 
Violet McKee Co 
Harry Stanley Co 
S’shine S'my & Bro 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum 

ist half (3-5) 
3 Blanks 
Hinds & Leonard 
Anderson & Graves 
Boyle & Deila 
Gaston Andree Co 

2a half (6-9) 
5 Mounters 
Calvert & Hird 
McL’ghlin & Evans 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Gale Carson Rev 


Palace 

ist half (3-5) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Rose O'Hara 
Winifred & Mills 
Rainbow Revelries 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Joe & Ida St Onge 
Goodwin & Rash 
Renard & West 
Homeward Bound 


Kluting’s Animals 
Dolly Kay Co 
A Hyde's Festival 
(Two to fill) 
Victoria 
ist haif (3-5) 
Bob & Boyer 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Frank D’Amore Co 
NTG’s P’d'y C’lb R 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Bob Bobbie & Bob 
Lee Mason Co 
Baxter & Bray 
Fields & Georgia 
Gaston Andree Co 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
ist half (3-5) 
Conley 3 
Esmonde & Grant 
Cole & Snyder 
Kessler & Co-Eds 
(One to fill) 
2d half és. 9) 
The Emilons 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Johnny Hyman 
Boyle & Della 
Va Mountaineers 
Commodore 
ist half (3-5) 
Geo Everett 
Goodwin & Rash 
Wilkens & Wilkens 
LeRoy Prinz Rev 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Chelm St Orr Co 
Rose O'Hara 
M’rice Samuels Co 
Winifred & Mills 


1st half (- 5) 
Ford & Price 
Lillian Shaw 
Gale Carson Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Serge Flash Co 
Jerome Mann 





BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
Ist half (3-5) 
Davids & Glass 
Forrest & Lake 
Johnny Hyman 
Johnny Eliott Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Will J Ward 
Seymour Howard R 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (3) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Alice Morley 
Scott Bros & V 
Conrad & Eddy 
Doc Baker Co 
CANTON (5) 
The Fitzgeralds 
Bobby Van Horn 
Lander Bros & L 
Making Whoopee 
Ray Fagan’'s Orch 
CLEVELAND 
Granada 
2d half (6-9) 
The Fitzgeralds 
Bobby Van Horn 
(Three to fill) 
CORONA, L. L 
Plaza 


Ist half (3-5) 
Lee Mason Co 
Good & Logan 
Morris & Shaw 
Atkinson, Lucinda 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Strobel & Mertons 
Scherr Bros 
Jules Howard Co 
a eae & Tortini 
Gibbs 
EV NSV’LLE. IND. 

Loew's (3) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Fynan & Doris 
M Montgomery Co 
Milton Berle 
11 Glorious Girls 

HOUSTON 

Houston (3) 
Stickney’s Circus 
Hale & Hoffman 
Alton & Wilson 
Lillian iFtzgerald 
Masterpieces 
JAMAICA, kL. L 

Hillside 

Ist half (3-5) 
Palermo’s Canines 
Will J Ward 
Primrose Seamon 
Toney & Norman 
Lester Lane Co 

2d half (6-9) 
Kodak & Sis 
Ethel Pastor 
Kramer & Boyle 
Kramer & Boyle Co 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Loew's (3) 
France & LaPell 
Fullmer & Wayne 
6 Brown Bros 
Berrens & Rolland 
M Bronson & Girls 

MONTREAL 

Loew's (3) 

Cc & L Earle 
Georgie Hunter 
J Bains Bd Show 
(Two to fill) 
NEWARK 
State (3) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Mae Francis 
Smith & Hart 
’s Frolickers 


State (3) 
Page & Klass 
Murphy & Wilton 
Al Wohlman 
Night Club Revels 
(One to fill) 

NORFOLK, VA. 

Loew's (3) 
Singer’s Midgets 
(Others to fill) 

SYRACUSE 

State (3) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Natalie Alt Co 











Keith’s 





NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 
Ist half (2-5) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Blood & Thunder 


Raym'’d & Caverly 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Zastro & White 


Herbert Faye Co 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (30-1) 
Docks of N Y Unit 
Bobby Rowland 
(Three to fill) 


Coliseum 
Ist half (2-5) 
Louis & Cherie 
May Usher 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Joe Marks Co 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Masgagno 4 
Foley & Latour 
Johnny Walker Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Flo Richardson Co 
Bist St 
Ist half (2-5) 
Yates & Lawley 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (6-8) 
Bartram & Saxton 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Ethel Davis 
(Two to fill) 
Fordham 
Ist half (2-5) 
Ruth Mix Unit 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Mae Usher 
Vadi Dancers 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Sawyer & Eddie 
Dirkson & Cassidy 
Wanzer & Palmer 
Chas W Hamp 
Tillis & Larue Co 
Franklin 
Ist half (2-5) 
Mel Klee Unit 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Donovan Girls 
Roy Cummings 
Big Parade 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Ruth Mix Unit 
(Others to fill) 
Hamilton 
Ist half (2-5) 
Sawyer & Eddie 
O’Connor Sis 
Rah Rah Tommy 
Frank Hunter 
Vadi Dancers 
2d half (6-8) 
3 Nitos 
Jay Herby 
Car & Ron 
Lane & Harper 
D & E Ford Rev 
2d half (30-1) 
F Desnmore Co 
Byron & Willis 
Real Folks 
Schwartz & Clifford 
E Sanderson Co 
Jefferson 
ist half (2-5) 
Pearson Bros 
Jack Strong 
Cummings 
Big Parade 
(One to fill) 
2a half (6-8) 
Ruth Mix 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Melody Mansion 
Wilson & Dobson 
Corrine Tilton 
Raym’d & Caverly 
Stepping Ahead 
Palace (2) 
Harry Carroll Rev 
Bill Robinson 
(Others to fill) 
(26) 


Miacahua 
Irving Grosman 
Herman Timberg 
irene Rice Co 
Ruby Norton 
Commanders 
Bill Robinson 
Paula & Al Blum 
Regent 

Ist half (2-5) 
Jack Lazaar Rev 
Amears Kent & K 
Curly Burns 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Blood & Thunder 
Jinks & Ann 
Act Exquisite 
Bailey & Jackson 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
2 La Dellas 
Donovan Girls 
Frank Stanley Co 
McWaters & Tyson 
(One to fill) 

Riverside (2) 
Broken Toys 





























Mercedes & Ferris 
“Fox M Follies” 
Palace (1) 
“65th Avenue” U 
Herbert Rawlinson 
“The Pagan” 

(25) 
‘Seashore Follies’ U 
Herbert Rawlinson 
Ed & Morton Beck 
Darling 2 
Prosper & Moret 
Dave Gould Co 





‘Where E't Is East’ 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

ist half (3-5) 
The Emilons 
Thelma Wynn 
Kramer & Boyle 
Kramer Boyle Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Atk’son & Lucinda 
Irving & Lewis 
Goode & Logan 





(Two to fill) 


Delancey St. 


Int half (3-5) 
Fiack & Gold 
Bartel Sis 


Coogan & Casey 
Trado 2 





Harry Stanley Co 
Flo Mayo's Rev 
2d half (6-9) 
Conley 3 
Rita Shirley 
Cariton & RBallew 
Earl Mountain Co 
‘Billy Claire & C'tie 


Gates Ave. 
ist half (3-5) 
Joe & Ida St Onge 

Hearst Bros 
LaMarr & Boice 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Bekefi Dancers 
2d half (6-9) 
Casting Campbells 
Forest & Lake 
Harry Kahne 
Toney & Norman 
Lester Lane Co 
Metropolitan (3) 
The Duponts 
Okla Bob Albright 
Hines & B'd'g St'rs 
(Two to fill) 
Oriental 
Ist half (3-5) 
Rob Bobbie & Bob 
Northiane & Ward 
Harry Kahne 
Yorke & Lord 
Carter Bros Rev 
2d half (6-9) 
Yoki Japs 
Hinds & Ieonard 
Morria & Campbell 
(Two to fill) 
Premier 
Ist half (2-6) 
Kodak & Sis 
Scherr Bros 





Krugel & Robles 





Sig Friscoe Bd 


TORONTO 

Leew’s (3) 
Paul Bros 
3 McCann Sis 
Tucker & Smith 
Great Blackstone 
(One to fill) 
W’DHAVEN, L. I. 

Willard 

Ist half (3-5) 
Ted & Teddy 
Jerome Mann 
T & R Romaine Co 
Pisano & Lauderer 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 
Angel Bros 
Esmonde & Grant 
LaMarr & Boice 
Morris & Shaw 
B & R Goman Rev 

YONKERS, N. Y. 
Yonkers 

Ist half (3-65) 
Yoki Japs 
Myrtle Boland 
B Claire & Cutie 
lee 2 Co 
(One to fill) 

24 half (6-9) 
Palermo'a Canines 
Gertrude Moody Co 
T & R Romaine Co 
Kruesis & Robles 
(On te GU) 


“HOTEL JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
MANHATTA 
iso west aust. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St,, Phila. 
Foxettes Pisano Lauderer Cine ny Savere Kerman Themes 


(26) 
Elly 
Olin Landry 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Johnny Berkes 
W & G Ahearn 
Baclanova 
James Barton 
Ann Schuler Co 
Royal 
Ist half (2-5) 
Shean & Anger 
Margie Coates 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Louis & Cherie 
Miller & Kelo 
The Bearcat 
Berk & Saun 
(One to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Jordan & Grace 
Brennan & Case 
Emerson & Glenn 
Linton’s Follies 
(One to fill) 
CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 
Ist half (2-5) 
Willie West & McG 
(fitheare ta fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Pearson Bros 
Wilson & Dobson 
Jack Strasse 








2d half (30-1) 
H Waiman's Unit 
(Others to fill) 
FAR ROCKAWAY 

Strand 

Ist half (2-5) 
Bobby Rowland 
Orth & Codee 
Willie West & McG 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
3 Nittos 
P & E Ross 
Joe May & Dottie 
Tiny Town Rev 
Belle Baker 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (2) 
Corinne Tilton 
Baclanova 
Block & Sully 
(Two to fill) 

(26) 
Murand & Girton 
Yates & Lawley 
Shean & Cantor 
Joe Browning 
Gilda Gray Co 


Bushwick 

ist half (2-5) 
Berk & Saun 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Shean & Anger 
Snoozer Jr 
Margie Coates 
(Two to fill) 

Greenpoint 

ist half (2-5) 
The Bearcat 
Snoozer Jr 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Henry's Elephants 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
DeDio's Circus 
G & M Moore 
Blood & Thunder 
Fred Lightner Co 
(One to fill) 


Kenmore 

Ist half (2-5) 
4 Pepper Shakers 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Fiske O'Hara 
Harland Dixon Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Boyd & Walien 
Marie & Ann Clark 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (20-1) 
Pearson Bros 
Snoozer Jr 
Dillon & Parker 
Joe Marks Co 
Norman Thomas 5 

Madison 

Ist half (2-5) 
Bobby Rowland 
Joe Marks 
Zastro & White 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
All Wrong 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Raymond & C'verly 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Brooks & Rush 
Don Santos Bd 
(Two to fill) ° 


N, 


Ist half (3-6) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Prince Wong 
Watson Sis 
Powers & Wallace 
3 Sailors 

2d half (6-9) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Lou Cameron 
Richards & Church 
“iford & Marion 

appiness Girls 

2d half (30-2) 
Ike Rose's Midgets 
Rae & Dot Dean 
The Briants 
(Two to fill) 

ALBA 


Ist half (3-5) 
Renee Austin 
Ray Huling 
The DeToregos 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-95 
Bee Gee & Quepee 
Murray Girls 
J Kennedy Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-2) 
Cortellie Rev 
Olin Landig 
Ted Doner Co 
Hayes & Cody 
Gypsy Lee V’gab'’ds 

BALTIMORE 
New Gardens (3) 
Marcus Unit 
(Others to fill) 


(27) 
Lillian St Leon Co 
Hickey & Massart 
Roxy's Gang 
Cecil Alexander 
Broken Toys 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Bowdoin Sq. (3) 
Timberg Unit 
John C Thomas 
(Three to fill) 

(27) 
Rose Kress 3 
Reed & La Vere 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Block & Sully 
Chic Sale 
John C Thomas 
B & E Newell 
Paulsen Sis 
Keith-Albee (3) 
Lindsey & Sulion 
Kirby & Duval 
Frank Farron 
Webster & Marino 
(One to fill) 

(27) 


The Dakotas 
Charles Willis 
Ryan & Noblette 
The Ushers 
Dance a la Carte 
Scollay Sq. (3) 
Gordon & Gertrude 
Marie DiComba 
Powers & Jarret 
Frank Conville 
Ebony Scandals 
(27) 
Le Paul 
Carroll & Gorman 
Anderson & Graves 
Lang & Haley 
Marcus & Carlton 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (3) 
Dainty Marie 
Scott Sanders 
Teck Murdock 
Fleason & Hayes 
Princess Pat 
27) 


Harum Se 


e2rum 


Kayre & Sayre 
Undercurrent 


_ Wednesday, May | 29, tone 
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CHICAGO Frank Devoe Co 

Palace (3) jz & Haley 
Walter D Wahl Co! Wells & 4 Fays 
Claireborne Foster (27) 
IAttle Jack Little Gordon's Dogs 
Florence Moore Lewis & Winthy 
Roy Rogers Irene Franklin 7 
Sophie Tucker Sylvia Clark 

State-Lake (3) Al Herman 

G Dormonde Co LOUISVILLE 
George McLennon Rialto 
Casey & Warren Ist 


Ben 


Pepito 


tlue Co 
27) 
A B White Co 
Billy Hallen 
Princess Pat 
(Two to fill) 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (3) 
Senorita Alcanez 
Ruddell & D'nnig’n 
Jimmy Allard 
Little Jack Little 
5 Bracks 
(27) 
Hap Hazzard 
M & A Skelly 


half (3 5) 
Adler & Bradford 
Bayes & Speck 
Betty Blythe 
Art Henry 
Evers & Greta 

; 2d halt (6-9) 
"aco C aetne 

Bob Hal a oe 
Kitty Doner 

Slim Timblin 
Remos Midgets 

- 2d half (30-9) 
ampus Colleag 
Frakson i 
Nile & Mansfield 
Ford & Glenn 





McLellan & Sarah 








—— ee —— 
— 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROC 





1632 B’way, at 50th St.. N. ¥ City 








Rae Samuels 
Freda & Palace 
W'tech this Rhythm 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. 
Ist half (3-5) 
Mary Dugan Unit 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
3 Aces 
Revel Bros & Red 
Edgar Bergen 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
2d haif (30-2) 
Evers & Greta 
Texas 4 
Jimmy Allard 
Clifford & Marion 
Senorita Alcanez 
ce (3) 
The Ghezzis 
Bernice & Emily 
Britt Wood 
Al B White Co 
(One to a 


Adler & Bradford 
Slim Timblin 
Whisper’g J Smith 
Murray & Oakland 
Dainty Marie 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (3) 
De Pace 
The Fakir 
Jack & Gene 
Jerome & Grey 
Lomas Tr 
(27) 
Happiness Girls 
Ernest Hiatt 
Betty Blythe 
Mayo & Lynn 
Remos Midgets 
(TON 
Keith's 
Ist half (3-5) 
Pace C’nsino & J'ta 
Bob Hall 
Kitty Doner 
Siim Timblin 
Remos Midgets 
2a half (6-9) 
Adler & Bradford 
Bayes & Speck 
Betty Blythe 
Art Henry 
Evers & Greta 
2d half (30-2) 
Gordon & King 





——~ 
— 


MILWAUKEE 
Palace (3) 
3 Whirlwinds 
Sid Marion Co / 
Claireborne Foster ' 
Murray & Oakland 
Olsen & Johnson 
(27) 

Geo Dormonde Co 
Hal Jerome Co 
Little Jack Little 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
(One to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (3) 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Mitchell & Durant 
Trixie Friganza 

(Two to fill) 
(27) 

3 Whirlwinds 

Joe Howard Co 

Lulu McConnell 

Glenn & Jenkins 

(One to fill) 


MONTREAL 
mperial 
ist half (3-5) 
Brems Fitz & M 
Colonial 6 
Maria Valenti 
Dave Vine 
Cantor & Duval 
Monroe & Grant 
NEWBURGH 
Academy 
ist half (3-5) 
Dennis McCurton 
Bits of Broadway 
Chaz Chase 
Vadi Dancers 
(One to fill) 


NIAGARA FALIS 
Belleview 

ist half (3-5) 
3 Aces 
Billie Moody 
Cuckoo 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-$) 
Sh’'d'n H’'ft & L'wis 
Burt & Lehman 
Ken Christie Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-2) 
Dale & Fuller 
Briscoe & Rauh 
Castle of Dreams 
(Two to fil!) 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. & 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


This Week: 
Dorothy Humphreys; Billy Douglas 











Wm Ebbs 
Bobby Barry 
Watson Sis 
Schepp’s Circus 
DETROIT 
Hollywood 
Ist half (3-5) 
Wilson Kepple & BL 
Scott Sanders 
Kikutas Japs 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Prince Wong 
Colleano Family 
(Three to fill) 
Uptown 
Ist half (3-5) 
Prince Wong 
Clifford & Marion 
Colleano Family 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Carrie & Eddy Rev 
Eddie Lambert 
Les Ghezzis 
(Two to fill) 
ELMIRA 
Ist half (3-5) 
Paul Specht 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
The Wheelers 
Elliott & Latour 
6 Crackerjacks 
(Two to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Keith’s 
ist half (3-5) 
Donovan Girls 
Foley & Latour 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Robert Newell 
Frank Hunter Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Harry Carroll Unit 
(Others to fill) 
GREENFIELD 
2d half (6-9) 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Miller Packer & S 
Fid Gordon 
High Hat Rev 
(One to fill) 

LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (3) 
Lewis & Winthrop 

Gordon’s Dogs 
Boby May 
Van & Schenck 
Chaney & Fox 

(27) 
Kelly & Jackson 
Derickson & Brown 
Long Tack Sam 


Tritt. Clacton 


Pavier iattet 


Orpheum (3) 





Jim McWilliams 
Rea’s Nighthawks 


Large & Morgner 
Sylvia Clark 





| Ray & 


NORTH ADAMS 
ist half (3-5) 
id Gordon 
(Others to fill) 
AND 
Orpheum (3) 
Count Berni Vicl 
(Others to fill) 


( 
Blomberg’s Dogs 
Bobby May 
Chaney & Fox 
Van & Schenck 
Evans & Mayer 

OMAHA 
Orpheum (3) 
The Agemos 
Fleurette Feoffre 
Bob Nelson 
B & G Sherw’d Bd 
(One to fill) 
(27) 
Gus & Will 
Angus & Searle 
Stanley & Ginger 
Nick Lucas 
Jean’te Hackett Ce 
OTTAWA 


Keith’s (3) 
Geo Gordon 
Norton & Newsome 
Zimmy 
Harris & Pepper 
The Graduates 

(27) 
Heddar & Emily 
Charlotte Worth 
Jas Kennedy Co 
McCoy & Wilson 
Colonial 6 

PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (3) 
Nathano Bros 
Polly & Oz 
Johnny Berkes 
Hello Yourself 
(One to fill) 

Nixon 

Ist half (3-5) 
Roletta Bros 
Paul Nolan 
The Equity Man 
Sully Adams 
Br’st’r P’mer’y Re’ 
2d half (6-9) 
F & E Carmen 
Thompson & Kemp 
Johnny Walker Co 
Eddie White 
The Meyakos 
PITTSBURGH 
Davis 
Ist half (3-5) 
Marie Harcourt 
Campus Colleagues 
Joe Freed Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half ¢e@.qay 
Brenck & Bellad n& 
Sylvia Miller 
Stone 


’ Dot Bush & Boys 














iis 











- 





Wednesday, May 29, 1929 


————————_—_ 





= 


to fill) 
(Ord halt (30-2) 
3& M Dunedin 
Emily Darrell 
Robinson & Pierce 
Musical Enchanters 
cone to fill) 
Sheridan Sq. 
yst half (3-5) 
prenck & Bellad'na 
sylvia Miler 
Ray & Stone 
pot Bush & Boys 
<One to hil) 
2a nalf (6-9) 
Marie Harcourt 
Meehan & Newman 
Joe Freed Co 
Campus —— 
e to ill) 
ae 7 nalf (30-2) 
Chappelle & C'lton 
pare & Bangard 
Browning & Clark 
Ken Christian Co 
qOne to fi'l) 
ROCHESTER 
Palace 
jst half (3-5) 
Sheldon Heft & I 
Farnell & Florence 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
«One to fill) 
ga half (6-9) 
Aussie & Czech 








2a balt (30-2) 
Katka Stanley & M 
Lucille Benstead 
Teck Murdock 
Weaver Bros 
Home Felks 

TORONTO 

Hippodrome (3) 
Gus Fowler 
Kayre & Sayre 
Undercurrent 
Jim McWilliams 
Robbins Family 

(27) 
Aussie & Czech 
Brems Fitz & M'hy 
Vanessi Co 
Geo Rosener 
Les Klicks 

TROY 

Ist half (3-5) 
Steel Pier Minstrels 
(Others to fill) 

24 half (6-9) 
McCoy & Wilson 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (30-2) 
Mooney & Wood 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Lane & Harper 
Down Home 
(One to fill) 











— 


&e 


ENGLISH TOUR 








Billy Moody 
Eddie’ Lambert 
Vanessi 
Joe Browning 
2a half (30-2) 
Nolan Bros & V'sie 
Ashley Paige 
Powers & Wallace 
3, Sailors 
Fleeson & Hayes 
SAN FRANCIStO 
Golden Gate (3) 
Turner Bros 
Carl Freed Orch 
Al’ Trahan 
Bloniberg’s Dogs 
Ryan Sis 
(27 
Lee Gail Ens 
Hurst & Vogt 
Frankie Heath 
Lester Irving 3 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum (3) 
RB & J.Browne 
Gordon & Squires 
Anatole Friedland 
Buck & Bubbles 
Mangean Tr 
(279 
Gordon's Dogs 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Kenneth Harlan Co 
Al Herman 
Irene Franklin 
Ken Murray 
Sylvia Clark 
Lee Gail Ens 
SCHENECTADY 
Ist half (3-5) 
MecCoy & Wilson 
(Others to fill) 
2a halt (6-9) 
Music Art Revue 
(Others to fill) 
24a half (30-2) 
Renee Austin 
{Others to fill) 
SEATTLE 
Orpheum (3) 
Shannon's Frolics 
John Barton Co 
Lottice’ Howell 
Eddie Borden 
U S Indian Ba 
(27) 
Conlegiate Unit 
Ada Brown 
(Three to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
‘ St. Louis (3) 
Sophie ,Tucker 
Hal Neiman 
Falls Réading & B 
(Two to fill) 
(27) 
Our Gang Kids 
Peter Higgins 
Ben Blue Co 
Sid Marion Co 
Davison's Loons 
SYRACUSE 
iieith’s 
ist half (3-5) 
Aussie & Czech 
Ashley Paige 
Eddie Lambert 





(Others to fill) 
2a halt: (30-2) 
Olcott & Shirley 
Packard & Dodge 
(Three to fil)) 
UTICA 
Ist half (3-5) 
Cortelliis Revue 
The Murray Gir's 
Music Art Rev 
Fid Gordon 
Bee Gee & Quepee 
2d haif (6-9) 
Mooney & Wood 
Renee & Austin 
The Detoregos 
Ray Huling & Seal 
(One to fill) 
(30-2) 
Deltorelli & Glis'’de 
Jay Velie 
J Elliot & Co-Eds 
Kemper & Nobel 
(One to fill) 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (3) 
Diehl Sis & McD'ld 
Nathal 


George Beatty 

Glenn & Jenkins 

Parker & Babs 
(27) 


Shannon's Frolics 


\John Barton Co 


Lottice Howell 
Eddie Borden Co 
Indian Bd 


WHITE PLAINS 
Keith's 
ist half (3-5) 
Ruff & Rumble 
Jay Herby 
Car & Ron 
Orth & Cody 
D & E Ford Rev 
2d half (6-9) 
Bob Uke Henshaw 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Dauntless 
O'Connor &6is 
Chas Keating Co 
Hickey Bros 
Show Boat Girls 
WINNIPEG 
Orpheum (3) 
Lathrop Bros 
Herb Williams Co 
(Three to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith's 
Ist half (3-5) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Lou Cameron 
Richards & Church 
Clifford & Marion 
Happiness Girls 
2d half (6-9) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Prince Wong 
Watson Sis 
Powers & Wallace 
3 Sailors 


2a half (30-2) 























HOUSTON, TEX. | NEW ORLEANS 


Mertini (3) Orpheum (3) 
Moran & Wiser 6 Reckets 
Emily Earle | Rogers & Wynne 
liams | Kane & Ellis 
\ ee & Delaney | wadeline oy 
Senna ” moirallang O'Donnell & Blair 
ee _ | OKLAHOMA CITY 
LIT. ROCK, ARK. Orpheum (3) 
Majestic Ritz Bros Unit 
let half (3-5) fill) 


SAN ANTONIO 


} 

| (Others to 
Sylvester & Worth 
| 


Zelda Se« Majestie (3 
— Santiey ey enter & eoniieene 
rocket s M’'tain’rs Mitkus 2 
(Two to fill) Spence & Sane 

sa halt. (6-9) | Flo. Lewis 
Argo & Young Mox ere Cc — 
sandy lang Co - |: TULSA, OKLA, 
(Tee ee | RB an (3) 

| : $} Miller 


MIAMI, OKLA. 
New Coleman (3) 
Dave White Co | 
(Others to fill) 


| Joe Delier Co 
Gene Lewis Co 
6 Honey Boys 
Dick Sching Co 


Association 


ALB'Q’'RQ’E, N. M. 
Sunshine 
Ist half (2-5 
Mike Ames 
Daly & Gray 
Nelson’s Katland 














Lamont 4 

(One to fill) 

LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lineoln (3) 

Carter & Aalbu Sis 

(Two to fill) 


{Two to fill) LONDON, CAN, 
C’D'R R’PIDS, LA. Loew's 
lowa Ist half (2-4) 
ist half (2-4) The Briants 


Harrington Sis 
Billy Farrell Co 
Ray Hughes & P 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Hill Billies 
Dick Henderson 
Irene Vermillion Co 
(Two to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 

Capitol 

Ist half (2-4) 
Dick Henderson 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Tyler Mason 
Eddie Dale Co 
(One to ffl) 


Ted & Al Waldman 
Annabelle & Boys 
2d half (5-8) 
B & T Bow 
Carnival of Venice 
(One to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 

Ist half (2-4) 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Devil's Circus 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Gordon & King 
Lulu McConnell Co 
(Two to fill) 
M’LW’UKEE, WIS. 

Riverside (2) 


DES MOINES, IA./| Black Cat 4 
Orpheum Willa H’'lt W'kef'ld 
Ist half (2-4) Frank Dobson Co 
Tyler Mason Primrose 4 
Eddie Dale Co 5 Cardinals 


(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Billy Halten 
Jeanette Hackett 
(One to fill 
DETROIT, MICH. 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (2-4) 
Gordon & King 
Lulu McConnell Co 
(Two to fill) 


Grand-Riviera (2) 2a half (5-8) 
Sinclair’ Sis & O'D|N Arnaut & Bros 
Reynolds & White | Devil's Circus 
Angus & Searle (Two to fill) 
Arthur Crane Co SO. BEND, IND. 
(One to fill) Palace 
EL PASO, TEX. Ist half (2-4) 
Palace J Herbert’s Rebels 
Ist half (2-5 (Three to fill) 


Mike Ames 
Daly & Gray 
Nelson's Katland 
(Two to fill) 
EV’NSV’LLE, IND. 
Victory 
2a half (5-8) 
J Herbert’s Rebels 
(Others to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 


2a half (5-8) 
Harry Holmes 
(Three to fill) 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 

Palace-Orpheum 

ist half (2-4) 
Emory Manley Co 
Swor & Goode 
Jeanette Hackett 
Jos E Howard Co 











' JUST ARRANGED 
SOME TIME 
FOR 
BILLY CLAIRE AND CUTIE 
LOEW CIRCUIT 
Direction LEDDY & SMITH 


226 West 47th St., Suite 901 

















New Emboyd 
2a half (6-8) 
3 Musketeers 
Colleane Family 
(Three to filly 
HAMMOND, IND. 


2a half (5-8) 
Ken Murray Unit 
Ray Hughes & P 
(Two to fill) 

TOPEKA, KAN. 


Parthenon Novelty 
ist half (2-4) ist half (3-5) 
Dears & Idears Frosini 


Lewis & Stovall R 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-9) 
Parsons & Hawks 
IND’NPOLIS, IND. | (Two to fill) 
Lyrie (2) WINDSOR, CAN. 
Felovis Capitol 
B & J Creighton Ist half ¢2-4) 
Hooper & Gatchett!B & T Bow 


(Two to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Amy Carmen 
(Two to fill) 

















Vanessi Ina Alcove KANS. CITY, MO. | Dears & Idears 
Jos Browning The Fakir Mainstreet (2) (One to fill) 
2d half (6-9) Kitty Doner Pressler & Klass 2d half (5-8) 
Mary Dugan Unit Farnel! & Florence | Gus & Will Paxton 
(Others to fill) The Thrillers | Nick Lucas (Two to fill) 
Proctor Pantages 
Shih St. Eddie Martin Reg “ae ae 
Ist half (2-5) at i AY vat The Stubbefields Diamond & Wall'n 
Hickey Bros Prom ae a> On ray Bonner. & Powers Ketch & Wilma 
(Others to fill) Tommy Gordon Tell Tales Harry Hayden Co 
ua half (6-8) (Others to fill) Jean Granese Co | Roxy LaRocca 
Murand & Girton WESTCHESTER Keep Moving Topical Topics 
Jerry & Baby Gr'ds New Rechelle HAMILTON VANCOUVER 
Savoy & Mann epunt ROH (2-5) Pantages (3) Pantages (3) 
(Two to fill) Ep yaa 3 Lordens Royal Gascoignes 
58th St. ‘Parente anit Don Rita Thomas & Raye 
Ist half (2-5) a half (6-8) JI C Mack Co Buldog Sampson 


Murand & Girton 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (6-8) 
Yates & Lawley 
Ryan & Noblette 
Hickey Bros 
(Two to filly 


Fifth Ave. 
Ist haif (2-5) 
Tommy Gordon 
Mills & Martell 
(Three to fill) 
“ 2a half (6-8) 
Eddie Martin 
Mary Cook Cowerd 
(Three to fill) 
123th St. 
Ist half (2-5) 


Harlan Dixon Co 
(Others to fill) 

Mt. Vernon 

Ist half (2-5) 
Mary Cook Cowerd 
(Others to fill) 

Yonkers 

Ist half (2-5) 
Brinkley Sis 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
The Ushers 
The Rangers 
(Three to fill) 

NEWARK (2) 
Philson & Duncan 
Chas Ray 
Hollané Rev 





(Two to fill) 





Interstate 











ATLANTA 

Keith's (3) 
Manuel Vega 
Bailey & Barnum 


Krafts & LaMont 
J _Burchiil Girls 
(One to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (3) 
Fulton & Mack 
Cariena Diamond 
Rich & Cherie 


‘Two to fill) 


(Shaw (% 


DALLAS, TEX. 

Majestic (3) 
Hudson Wonders 
Carder Boys 
666 Sycamore St 
Ch'berlin & Himes 
Billy Doss Co 
Fr. WORTH, TEX. 

Majestic (3) 
Great Nelson Tr 
Ruth Warren 
Jimmie Rodgers 
rroli Rev 
(One to fill) 


| ANN ARB’R, M'H. | 





(One 


Hibbit & Hartman 
Gigilo of Paris 
TOLE™), O. 


Dalton & Craig 
(One to fill) 
LOGAN, UTAH 


Pantages (3) Pantages 
Striker & Fuller Ist half (3-5) 
Foster & Pegxry (Same bill plays 


Paddy Saunders 

Nite in G’w’h V'l'ge 

Lane & Lee 

Dance Mad 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (3) 

Australian Bird Cir 

Kennedy & Davis 

3 Orantos 


Ogden 2d half) 
Scrambled Legs 
Story & Lee 
Ray Weet Bd 
(Two to fill) 

KANSAS CITY 

Pantages (3) 
Lewis & Stovall 
Roger Williams 


(Two to fill) Kazana 
SPOKANE Frank Viola 
Pantages (3) (One to fill) 

Reillie & Lopell EDMONTON 


J & B Page 
Pringle & James 
Enchanted Forest 
to fill) 


Pantages (3) 
Holden & King 
Collegiate Nites 
(Three to fill) 


Butterfield 











FLINT, MICH, 
Capitol 
Ist half (2-5) 


Michigan 
Ist half (2-5) 


Sargent & Lewis Along Broadway 

4 Camerons Paxton 

‘One to fill) Rigoletto Bros 
2d half (€-&) 2d half (6-8) 

Franke! & Dunievy | Medley & Dupree 


(Two te fill) ' «Two te BM) 


Y 


VARIET 


K’L'M’Z00, MICH. 2d half (€-8) 








| 


State 3 Orontos 
, dst balt (2-5) | De areas 
brontos c 
Mediey & Dupree (One ee an) . 
M & A Skelly BAGINAW, MICH. 
i 2d balf (6-8) Temple 
rthur Petley Co 
- ’ 1 ] 2-5) 
Saree nt & Lewis Bilosn - ‘ener 
4 Camerons ‘ Ray & Harrison 
LANSING, MICH. De Marcos 
Strand 
Ist half (2-5) 2a half (6-8) 
Walter Hiers Liazeed Arabs 
Carnival of Venice Walter Hiers 
(One to fill) Along Broadway 





Stanley-Fabian 





ELIZABETH, N.J.| Mel Kiee 
Ritz Jones & Rae 
. - halt (3-5) (Two to fill) 
adora Beckman > 
Savery & Mann PATERSON, N. J. 


Regent 
Ist half (3-5) 
Jerome & Jewell 
Walsh & Ellis 


Broadway Baby 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (6-9) 
lew Rice 


Walsh & Wilis Billy Casey 
3 Pals Gilda Gray 
Tiny Town Rev {One to fill) 
(One to fill) 2a half (6-9) 
HOBOKEN, NWN. J, | Chevalier Bros 


Broadway Baby 
(Three to fill) 


UNION. CITY, N. J. 


Fabian 
Ist half (3-5) 
Chevalier Bros 


Jones & Rae lincoln 
Tiny Town Rev ist half (3-5) 
(Two to fill) Jones & Rae 

2d half (6-9) Sandra 





Jerome & Jewell (Three to fill) 


Fox-Pohi 


BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (27) 
Henry Santrey Bd D 
(Two to fill) 














WATERBURY 
ist half (27-29) 
Santo Butler Bad 
LeVan & Bolles 


(Three to fill) 
Geyitel <7). 2d half (30-2) 
Rogers All Girl Sh Raymond Pike Co 
(Two to fill) May Usher 


Bert Collines Girls 
(Two to fill) 
WORCESTER 


Fox 
Ist half (27-29) 


NEW HAVEN 
Palace (27) 
Femme Follies 
(Two to fill) 


SPRINGFIELD Bohn & Bohn 
Palace (27) Ross Wyse Co 


Waldron’s Worrise 
(Two to fill) 


Clark & Bergman 
(Two te fill) 











| Cabarets 


NEW YORK 


Casanova Roof 
Billy Mann 
Yacht Club Boys 
Ohman & Arden 
Helen Morgan 
Jerry Friedman Or 
Castilian Royal 
Eddie Chester Rev 
Leo Stevens: Orch 
Chateau Madrid 
Jack White 
Pat Pursley 








Connie's Inn 


Leonard Harper Rv 
Snake-hips Tucker 
Le Roy Smith Bd 


Cotton Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Berry Bros 
5 Blazers 
H & Mil Dixon 
Josephine Hall 
Litha Hill 





Jean Fagal Duke Ellington Or 


Arthur Brown 
Eva B Fontaine Dome 
“ Ernest Charles 
Club Lido Imogene Coca 
Fannie Brice Sue Baxter 
Chic Endor Walt Feldkamp Or 


Bobby Brooks. Ore 


Club Monterey 
Al Davis Rev 
Louise Ayres 
Muriel Warner 
Layton & Carroll 
Jim Buckley 
June Clark Orch 


Club Montmartre 
Ernie Coleman Or 
Johnson & Murpby 


Clab Plaza 
Don Howard 
Kay Durban 
Chas. Baron 
Dick Gasparre Or 
Club Richman 
Geo Olsen & Orch 
Adia Kouznetzoft 
Eilina Nicolina Lois Von Eck 
J & M Jennings Elton Ruleff & Eva 


CHICAGO 


Sylv'ter & Meagher 
Ward Sis 

Joan Andrews 
Kelly Stables 
Johnny Dodds Ba 
Sol Wagner Bad 


Janssen’s Hofbrau 
Teddy King 

Ray Covert 
Ch'ri'tte & P’t’rson 
Yourli Yourno 
King Stevens Orch 


Oakland’s .Terrace 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 
Blanche & Ellictt 
Billie Cortez 
Maria Whitney 
Rita Darling 
Alice Cavin 
Landau's Bd 
Paramount Hetel 
Roy Ingraham Or 
Jas de Luca 

Jessie Laird 


Alabam 


Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Donnelly 
Kalaulula 3 
Raiph Bard 
Patsy O'Connor 


: Petrushka 
Dottie Dale 
“ph : Geo Sicherban Bd 
Eddie Jackson Bd Raphael 
Blackhawk Herbie Zeller Bd 
Coon-Sanders Ba ane ee 
. r asse 
Cinderella Turkish Village 
Henri Gendren Bd |George De Costa 
College Inn Al Gaut 


Margie Ryan 

Freddie Janis Bd 
Uptown Village 

J Garrigan’s Bd 


Earl Hoffman Bd 
Golden Pumpkins 
M Sherman Bd 





Granada , 
Guy Lombardo Bd A, 4 B~ 
Green Mill Harry Glynn 
Joe Lewis Madelon McKenzie 
Betty Bane Dot Meyers 
Hazel ‘Romaine Keith Beecher Bd 
WASHINGTON 
Aster Swanee 
Strick) d-BJrest Or | Meyer Davis Oreh 
Cariton Max Lowe Ent 
Meyer Davis Orch Venus 
Jardin Lido Harry Brasse 
E Dougherty Orch | McWilliams Orch 
M Kafka Wardman Park 
Lotus Max Lowe Ent 
Irv Boernstein Or !Sam Kobbins Orch 








| Al and Louise RUDACK (2) 
Dancing 
10 Mins.; One 

Englewood, Chicago (V-P) 

Brother and sister dance act, of 
moderate two-spot merit. Young, 
good-looking team, suitably routined 





.| but bucking a mountain whenever 


| trying comedy. Mostly due to the 
|few intervals of poor talking ma- 
terial they have, so weak it demands 
| immediate attention. 

| Start with comic collegiate rou- 
| tine; then hardshoe by the girl and 
j; acrobatic by the boy. Fake finish 
jis a military tap on stairs, giving 
| exit applause. On again immedi- 
| ately for a burlesque boxing match 
| to tan rontine. nicely done. 
| Enovgh dance merit to 
smatier houses. 


Bing. 





(Continued from page 41) 


who makes the announcements and 
works more often than anyone in 
the show. She is cute, pretty anda 
capable dancer. Sometimes she 
makes the announcements, not very 
distinct in the rear of a large vaude 
theatre, 

A few monickers to arrive safely, 
and don’t sue if wrong, were Hazel 
Vergis, soubret, and Anderson and 
Owen, two-man singing team; a gir! 
whose last name sounded like Moran 
does a very difficult buck on her 
toes, including a set of steps, all on 
tip-toe. Other members are brunet 
ingenue who works in bits and leads 


one chorus number, and dancing 
chorus of 12 girls and 12 boys. 
Girls, all of the pony type, well 


trained. 

That little girl who G@ves the an- 
nouncing shouldn't be so modest, 
and announce her own name along 
with the rest. It would be as worth 
hearing as she is worth seeing. 

No stage band, and that’s some- 
thing different, also a relief, Bige. 


DAVEY LEE 
Talk and Songs 
10 Mins.; One 
Chicago, Chicago 

For a four-year-old, making his 
stage debut in picture houses, this 
screen kid proved himself a natural. 
While the “Sonny Boy” of “The 
Singing Fool’ does not display any 
unusual or outstanding talent on the 
stage, he is sufficient with a eute 
personality. On top of a _ high- 
powered publicity campaign, pro- 
moted by B. & K., and the threat- 
ened Warner Bros. injunction pro- 
ceedings adding excitement, 
Davey was over before he opened, 


Surrounded by a show, built. en- 


miss, no matter what he did. 
far as voice, Davey’s is little differ- 


age. 
concludes with two songs, “Mammy” 
and the expected “Sonny Boy.” 


delivered the songs and thé conver- 
sation. 


Probably the biggest laugh 
kid gets is on his walk; a mature 
strut with a precocious swing.and 
demeanor. 


cords do not carry. It was ex- 
tremely difficult to catch his talk 
from the rear, but his singing is 
much clearer. 

Strictly a freak attraction, with 
the screen tieups, Davey Lee should 
pull the masses in wherever his pic- 
tures have played. 
show at the Chicago there was:a big 
holdout. Loop. 


“POOR OLD JIM” (3) 
Sketch 

21 Mins.; Full (Parlor) 
8ist St. (V-P) 


The three unidentified 
two men and a woman, of this com- 


used it to place second in the Be- 
lasco Little Theatre contest,’ repre- 
senting an amateur society from 
St. Augustine... In that tournament 
they were adjudged considerably 
more competent than the average 
simon pure group of Little Theatre 
classification, and that judgment 
was correct; but it goes for the 
players, not their sketch. 

“Poor Old Jim” is old fashioned 
now for vaude. While not com- 
pletely flopping as entertainment, it 
is guaranteed to slow down a vaude 
bill to a walk, from which there is 
no recovery. Did just that at. the 
81st. 

Same skit has been used before 
and often. At the present time it is 
being played by another trio in les- 
ser circles, and last at Loew’s 
American about two months ago. 
That cast and this one are about at 
par. 

Theme is of the stewed but likeable 
husband tricked into believing he 
has died from aleohlism by wife and 
friend doc. Made to feel like a 
ghost and a chump, swears off and 
repents. 

The conspirators repeat the line, 
“Poor old Jim,” often, to convince 
Jim that he’s a dead one, After the 
first half dozen times a member of 
the 8Iist’s audience took up the 
chant. Bige. 


“FLASHLIGHTS” (10) 
Song and Dancing 
16 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Academy of Music (V-P) 
Another song and dance revue, 
mostly dancing, with the usual rou- 
tines. Unrelieved by any 
attempts and unlikely 
Opened here to a lukewarm recep- 
tion. 
Fight girls and two men. 


with lights out. 
briefly tried is impossible. 





earry in! 


esting throughout, Mori. 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Faber at 

Hempstead, L. I., May 25, daugh- 

ter. Father is in vaudeville. Mothei 


professionally Margie Mcintyre. 


little 


ent to any number of children his 
He starts with ehatter and 


Al 


Jolson’s hand in the kid's act. is 
quite evident, both from the way he 


the 


Unfortunately little Davey’s vocal 


For the first 


players, 


edy sketch by William C. DeMille, 


novelty 
to please. 


One of 
the numbers in police costumes for 
all, the girls doing a baton number 
Comedy hoofing 


Several changes of costume but 
hoofing routines slow and uninter- 
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INCORPORATIONS 
NEW YORK 

Cold Talking Pictures Coerp.. st« 
tan, operate theatres of ail | a] 
shares—100 preferred and 200 « on 
no par value; Max Zippern isideore 
Cohen, Sa uel Datlowe I ead hen- 
jamin F, Isaacs, 1776 F ow 
Yo k. 

Betro Theatre Corp., Mla he- 
atrical business, $15,000: Betty Facébe, 
Rose Greenfield, Mabel T. Reed Filed by 
Charles W. Grol!, 1440 Broadw: Now 
York City. 

Frepal Theatre Corp.. M ~ 
atrica business, 0.000 Paul on, 
Freda Simon, Rachel Sal i by 
Charlies W. Grofl, 1440 B dway New 
York. 

Realtatk Distributing Corp., Manhattan 
deal in motion pictures, 200 shares no 
par value; Kalman Greenberg Alfred 
Remnek, Alice Kleinman. Filed by Mil- 
ton S. Leibel, 51 Chambers street New 
York, 


The Little Theatre of Rochester, Ine., 
Rochester, general theatre business, 3,000 
shares—1,000 preferred and 2,000 come 
mon no par value; John W. Remington, 
Mary E. Keenan, Clarence M. Gifford. 
Filed by Remington, Remington and 
Keating, Rochester, N. Y,. 


Bibo Holding Corp., Manhattan, hotel 
and amusements, $10,000; Abraham 
Traub, Florence P. Goodman, Yolando 
M. Longo. Filed by A. M. Dreyer, 44 
Court street, Broeklyn. 
Alrock Amusemext Corp., 
theatre and amusements, 200 shares 
common no par value; Abe Coleman, Sol 
‘ en, Florence Davis. Filed by Alex- 
ander . Forman 5 ; 
ae HE » €6 Court street, 
De Clair Theatre Corp., 
deal in motion pictures, 
Clark, John Gladstone, 
Filed by James Rosthal 
Street, New York, , 
he eteen Produetions, Ine., 
eatricals of all kinds, $10,000: Fr; 
Coleen F. Conins, hues a 
Ss. ile y Frank J. Colli i 
Park Row, New York. . pane his 
Herbert Ashton, Jr., 
deal in abusements pla 
ng shares no par value; Herbert Ashton, 
gre. Roy Walling, T. Roger Mahon. Filed 
AS Roger Mahon, 1472 Broadway, New 


Brooklyn, 


Manhattan, 
$2,000; Lucille 
Joseph Harris, 
12 East 41st 


Manhattan, 


Inc., Manhattan, 
ces of all kinds, 


Loew's Scenic Studio, Inc., Manhattan, 


.| theatricals, moti 
tirely around him, the kid coul@n’t|no par value; fatie Hammerstein, Gere 
As 


Matie Hammerstein, Ger- 
trude Lobelson, Helen Steinberg. Filed 


_}by Leopold Friedman J 
New York City. 7 ene 


Syracuse Riviera Theatre C 7 
orp., Syras 
‘cuse, deal in moving pietures, $150,000% 
“penis eg he or Gilbert, William Wy, 
ile Ger fi 
mova BRS y rber and Winkele 
Jones Beach Amusement Cor Br 
: d eo ook 
lyn, real estate and amthement resort, 
$10,000; Richard Pp. Charles, Irene My, 
Meier, Ella M. Coghlan. Filed by Core 
ner, Bell, Russell and McNulty, 45 Wik 
loughby street, Brooklyn. 
The Showshop, Inc., K 
theatricate of ont kinds, hy 
ger, Louis Jacoby, Reuben Honigman 
Filed by Vogel and Whym:; 239 
Broadway, New York. ure Tees 
Ceamopolitan Booking Offices of Amer 
lea, Ine., Manhattan, general theatrical 
agency, 200 shares no par value; Murray 
Weintraub, Charles Weintraub, Hugo 
Sebastian. Filed by Milton 8, Leibel, 61 
Chambers street, New York. 
Bomboola, Ine., New York, deal 
moving pictures, - theatricals, 20,000 
Milton Freiberger, Corinne Heidelberg, 
Max Silverstein. Filed by D. & J. Frets 
berger, 22 East 65th street, New York, 
Dance Studios, Incorporated, New Yor 
City, theatricals of all kinds, eros 
merchandise business, 100 shares no par 
value; Samuel Dembow, Jr., F.°L: Metze 
ler, Marion Coles. Filed by William T. 
Powers, 1601 Broadway, New York, 
High Amusement Company, Inc., B 
fale, theatres of all kinds 200 shares in 
par value; Lewis Isenberg, Celia Isere 
berg, Benjamin Isenberg. Filed by Bens 


jamin Isenberg, 1061 Vhi 
Buffalo, £ 9 White building, 


RKO-Proetor Corp., Manhattan, 
eral Saveerment business, 
no par value; Hiram S. Brown, B. 
Kahane, Joseph Plunkett. Filed es 
Baustee Goodman, 1564 Broadway, New 

Cristocent Amusement Co 
tan, deal in amusements o 
$25,000; Daniel Cristofano, 
Christopher, Lucy Pellettieri. 
Kraker, Bourke & Galgano, 
42d st., New York. 


Vnison Theatre Co., Inc., Fleische 
manns, deal in theatricals of all kinds, 
$5,000; James J. Thompson, Stanley So- 
belson, David Lisnow. Filed by David 
Lisnow, 161 West 49th st., New York, 


_George and Arthur Piantadosi, Inc, 
New. York, business of music publishers 
in all phases, 100 shares, no par value; 
Laura Grossfeld, Dorothy Kaarpel, 
Sophie L, Gordon, Filed by Thomas & 
Friedman, 321 West 44th st., New York, 

Lovebound, Ine., Manhattan, realty; 
theatricals, $30,000; Francis Robinson, 
Sadye Fischer, C. Herman Néisner, Filed 
by Harry H. Oshrin, 1501 Broadway, 
New York, 

Lyric Art Productions, Inc., Manhat« 
tan, theatrical enterprises, 200 shares po 
par value; Charles L. Wagner, Albert 
Clark-Jeannotte, Meyer Kurz. Filed by 
Kurz & Kurz, 25 West 43d st., New 


York, 
Connecticut 


Princess Theatre, Ine., Bristol, $12,500 
Donato A. Pietroria and Arthur 
Lockwood are the incorporators. 

Kivoli Theatre Corp., West Haven, te 
operate theatre, paid in $2,000; incore 
porators are Gould A, Sheltén, .Bridge« 
port; Edith M. Bridge, Greenwich, and 
Olive M. Macgauhan, Springdale. 


Statement and Designation 
Phono-Kinema, Inc., Delaware, deal in 
moving and still pictures; New York 
office, 729 7th av.; Louis C. Pedler, 
president; 375,000 shares no par value 
Filed by Gordon & Young, 67 Wall ats 
New York. 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp., 
ware, general theatrical business; New 
York office, 1564 Broadway; B. B. Kae 
hane, secretary; 2,100,000 shares, 160,000 
shares preferred $100 and 2,000,006 come 
mon no par value. Filed by Mauricd@ 
Goodman, 1564 Broadway, New York. 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., Mary= 
land, genera! theatrical business; New 
York office, 15$4 Broadway; B. B. Kaa 
hane, secretary; 4,000,000 shares no par 
value. Filed by Maurice Goodman, 1564 
Broadway, New York. 
Change of Capital 
Fair and Carnival Supply 
Manhattan, $100,000 changed 
shares, 1,000 preferred $100 and 6,600 
common no par value. Filed by Isaage 
| Ringel, 2 Lafayette st., New York Cityy 
Extension of Existence 

Trey Amusement Corp., New 
Filed by Cassidy & Cassidy, 36 
44th st., New York. 

Change of Name 
Victor Herbert Musical Show 
« Corp. to Rivera Musical Show 
ing Corn few York Filed by 
Maurice Brandt, Far Rockaway, N. & ; 


deal in 
$20,000; Max 


gene 
10,000 shares 


+ Manhate 
all kinds 
Albert Je 
Filed by 
120 West 


Delae 


Co., Ine., 


to 6,000 


Two 
York, 
West 
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ART, LIL, LET LEE. 


York City and Fort Worth, Tex. 


-born morganatic wife of the late 


- American prima donna. 


« president, 





eS ABBE COTO. 
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News From the Dailies 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 





NEW YORK 





Augustus Thomas is on the new 
board of directors of the Asso. 
Against Prohibition Amendment. 





A quarterly dividend of 59 cents 
per share was declared on the out- 
standing common stock of Loew's, 
payable June 29. 





Because she left “Good Boy” in 
Boston without notifying Arthur 
Hammerstein of her whereabouts, 
Helen Kane was fined one week's 
salary by Equity. Miss Kane de- 
clared she was forced to leave cast 
because of throat infection. 





Christopher Morley and Cleon 
Throckmorton, for the Hoboken 
Theatrical Co., have purchased the 
old Rialto theatre, Hoboken, from 
the Lasthal Amusement Co. Price 
$75,000. 





Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Loew de- 
cided to a friendly arranged separa- 
tion. They have been married nine 
years. According to a statement 
by Mrs. Loew, there will be no di- 
vorce or will they be legally sep- 
arated. There are two children, 





A $500,000 breach of promise suit 
against Gene Tunney has_ been 
started at Bridgeport, Conn., by Mrs. 
Katherine King Fogarty of New 





Countess d'Edla, 93, American 
Don Fernando, King Consort of 
Portugal, died last week in Lisbon. 
As the former Elsie Hensler, the 


countess was famous in 1860 as an 





According to cables from Rome, 
Mme. Luisa Tetrazzini and her boy 
husband, nearly 40 years her junior, 
have legally separated. 





According to a tax appraisal filed 
last week, Dorothy Donnelly left a 
gross estate of $190,159 and a net 
$159,513, 





Harry L. Hoffman, m. p. operator, 
was acquitted last week in Brooklyn 
of the murder of Mrs. Maude C. 





ing the suits brought by Wayne 
Damron, Catletsburg, Ky., against 
Edna Ferber and Doubleday, Doran, 
Inc., because his name was used in 
Miss Ferber's novel, “Show Boat,” 
as owner of “Black Diamond Sa- 
loon.” Damron sued for $35,000, de- 
claring he had been injured by such 
use of his name, 





Supreme Court in White Plains, 
N. Y., denied the motion of Juanita 
Hansen for an immediate trial of 
her suit for $250,000 damages 
against the Hotel Lincoln, New 
York City. Miss Hansen was 
severely scalded under the shower 
bath in her apartment at the hotel, 
and in her motion contended she 
was in need of funds for imme- 
diate operations to restore her “good 
physical appearance.” 


LOS ANGELES 


Arseny Gershonovitch filed suit in 
Superior Court for $30,000 damages 
against Warner Bros., charging he 
was struck over the head with-a 
club by director of picture in which 
he was working for the defendants. 

Dallas Van Cleave, film actor, will 
have to stand trial for burglary 
June 5 as result of court ruling 
which reversed decision of lower 
courts in which the actor was con- 
victed. He is out on $5,000 bail 
pending trial. 











Mark C. Gilchrist, retired business 
man, appointed guardian of Virginia 
Lee Corbin, in Probate Court, 





Thais Valdemar, screen actress, 
withdrew $75,000 breach of promise 
suit filed in Superior Court against 
Karl Dane. No reason given for 
withdrawal. 





Charging that First National put 
the scenario “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling” into production without 
reimbursing the author, the late 
Gerald Duffy, Marjorie Duffy, ad- 
ministratrix of the writer’s estate, 
filed suit in Superior Court asking 
$60,000. 


Suit of Mrs. Olive Day, screen 
actress, against Mrs. Billy Sunday, 








Bauer, wife of an electrician, on 
Staten Island, March 25, 1924. Hoff- 
man has been tried four times. 





Wallack’s Theatre, 254-258 West 
42a street, has been leased to Sam- 
uel S. & Edwin A. Fleisher to The- 
atre Estates, Inc., Isaac Meister, 
for 63 years, at from 
$50,000 to $75,000 for the first 21 
years. 





Counsel for Jefferson Seligman, 
banker, being sued by Mrs. Vera 
Brody, formerly a Follies dancer 
known as Vera Leightner, under an 
alleged agreement whereby’ the 
plaintiff was to receive $1,000 a 
month from the banker until she 
had $100,000, says he has a witness 
who will swear the plaintiff planned 
to blackmail Mr. Seligman. 





Kenneth Macgowan, playwright, 
last week told delegates to the con- 


~ vention of the American Association 


for Adult Education that 1,200 ama- 
teur theatres last year played to 
audiences of 500,000 people. 





Lenox Estates purchased Daly’s 
theatre, W. 63d street, and the ad- 
joining 10-story studio building from 
Margaret Brannan and others. 





Adolph Zukor will open a school 
for his own grandchildren on his es- 
tate at New City, N. Y. School will 
have a group of teachers, dietitian 
and a director of physical training. 





“Courtesan,” announced to open 
on Broadway this week, was with- 
drawn Saturday in Providence for 
revision. 





American Opera Artists’ Asso., 
formed recently, elected the follow- 
ing officers: Salvatore’ Sciaretti, 
pres.; Immario Ferrari, vice-pres.; 
Philip Ciccasi, treasurer; Ralph Er- 
rol, chairman of the board of trus- 
tees. Members of the board are: 
Giuseppe Interrante, Nino Luisi, 
Alfredo Zalente, Joseph Boyer. 





Mrs. Laura C. Wilson, real estate 
agent, has started $50,000 suit for 
slander against Fannie Ward. Mrs. 
Wilson, from whom Miss Ward 
rented a beauty parlor, alleges the 
perennial flapper referred to her as 
a “cow” and similar unbecoming 
terms. 





Auction sale of furnishings and 
art objects belonging to the late Tex 
Rickard, intended for his home 
which he expected to build in Flor- 
ida, total $78,000. 





William Fox has resigned sS a 
director of the Ungerleider Invest- 
meni Cuip. 





Appellate Division upheld the de- 


¢ cision af the lower courts dismiss- 


Jr., charging her with alienation of 
the affections of George E. Day, 
continued for 10 days. 





Suit of Charles Abbott, screen ac- 
tor, for $113,000 damages for an as- 
serted ejection from an apartment 
decided in favor of the defendant, 
Edna Henderson, owner of .the 
building. ? 





Carmen Pantages, daughter of 
Alexander Pantages, will wed John 
W. Considine, Jr., in October. 





Dorothy Mackaye will appear in 
a Sacramento stock company. She 
will do the femme lead in “The 
Dove.” 





Madge Bellamy awarded final di- 
vorce decree from Logan L. Metcalf, 
broker. 





Barbara Bedford awarded final 
divorce decree from John A. Rascoe. 





Eugenia La Place, screen actress, 
awarded final divorce decree from 
Raymond Kirkwood, producer. 





Ann O'Malley, screen actress, lost 
suit to obtain $10,000 damages from 
Dickey and Cass Hospital, asserting 
her knee had been burned while re- 
ceiving treatment. Jury decided 
she — burned herself with a hot 
towel. 





Denver Dixon, independent film 
producer, arrested by Federal officers 
on charge of violating Mann Act. 
He is alleged to have brought Julia 
Emanski here from New York. 





Beth Moreno, daughter of Mrs. 
Antonio Moreno, fined $50 in traffic 
court for speeding. 





Mrs. Ada Johnson filed motion in 
Superior Court to have her son, 
Frankie Darro, child screen actor, 
returned to her custody. Boy is at 
present under the guardianship of 
a Long Beach attorney. 

Juanita Wray is the principal 
witness in divorce suit of Martin A. 
Collison, local broker. 


CHICAGO 


For the second time in 
weeks locai theatre 
taken for big rolls. 











as many 
men have been 
Zandits get- 





ting on the job early Monday morn- 
ing held up the Parthenon theatre, 
Hammond, and  scooted with a 
claimed $5,000, week-end receipts. 
About the same time three armed 
thugs held up Aaron and Sol Meltzer, 
owners of the Milford and Mil- 
waukee, obtaining $600 from the 
brothers. None of the bandits ap- 


prehended, 





' SLUGFEST ENDS SEASON 


OF GARDEN’S BOXING 


| Berg Again Outpoints Flowers 
—Blitman K. 0.’s 
Brady — 


By JACK PULASKI 
The Garden's season of indoor box- 
ing came to the finale last Thurs- 


day and for it there was one slam- 
bang show. After the first two 10- 
rounders dished up plenty in the 
way of socking, it was a cinch the 
evening would be a success because 
of the closing act—Jack Kid Berg of 
ingland vs. Bruce Flowers, the 
clever colored scrapper. Berg won 
again. 

Two weeks before the same two 
boys mixed it up in such fashion 
that every one of 10 rounds was 
sensational. Jackie, a tireless hit- 
ter, gave Bruce a trimming by hit- 
ting more often and faster. This 
time Flowers was instructed to keep 
away from Berg, whose forte is in- 
fighting. But the little Britisher 
could not be kept at arm’s length. 
Furthermore, he proved to have 
quite a defense and knows how to 
send them in from any angle. 

Flowers was trying his best to 
land a haymaker, He seemed to 
save himself, too, for the final min- 
ute of each round. At such times 
they stood head to head and 
slammed away with both hands. In 
those exchanges it was about even 


up, but Berg piled up his points 
steadily otherwise. 
Jackie ‘sent over rights’ that 


may have shaken up the colored lad, 
which surprised the fight bugs. In 
match-making circles this newcomer 
from overseas is being ribbed for a 
shot at Sammy Mandel’s light- 
weight title, other contenders not 
being so hot as b. o, draws. The 
repeat match with Flowers did en- 
hance Berg's rating. It perhaps 
didn’t provide the same thrill as 
their first encounter, but it was a 
hard-fought battle. 

The semi-final between 130 
pounders sent the boys right up on 
the chairs. Harry Blitman, the 
Philly lad who outpointed Tony 
Canzoneri over there not so long 
ago, met and knocked out Irish Bob- 
by Brady, no slouch of a hitter 
himself. The end came in the ninth 
round, 

Stopped in Ninth 

Blitman, a southpaw, impresses as 
a counterpart of Lew Tendler, who 
came the nearest to grabbing Benny 
Leonard’s championship. Harry is 
a cool boxer with a terrific sting in 
that left mit. Brady was sent out 
to circle away from that left hand 
menace and he tried to do it. Blit- 
man got tired following Bobby 
around the ring, motioning for him 
to come in and mix it, but Brady 
must have heard something about 
the other fellow’s prowess. 

Blitman reached over Brady’s 
guard and stung him in the early 
rounds. In the seventh he caught 
Bobby with a solid hook. Brady 
floundered about, but kept his feet. 
In the eighth he was dropped with 
the same sock. Blitman came. on 


for the finishing blow, sending 
Brady down again. The count was 
on when the bell rang. It was 


just a question of time, how- 
ever, for it in the next frame he 
was dropped twice and upon the 
second descent, the referee stopped 
the milling. Blitman kissed his 
handler on the cheek and repeated 
on Brady‘s beard. 

The opening 10-rounder was a 
hard-fought match between Tony 
Vacarelli of Harlem and Peter 
Meyers of Frisco. It was the lat- 
ter’s debut here. He looked pretty 
good, but was up against one of the 
best punch-absorbers in these parts. 
Tony got it square on the button a 
number of times, but he took every- 
thing Meyers had and gave back 
plenty in return. The result—a 
draw. 





Ben Levine Hurt 

Ben A, Levine, Mutual burlesque 
producer and who operates the Pal- 
ace, Trenton, recovering from in- 
juries received in an auto accident 
near Allentown, Pa. He's in the 
Allentown Hospital. 

His wife and baby were in the 
car but escaped injury. 





First F. & M. In 


The first of the Fanchon and 
Marco units, “Rolling On,” playing 
the Fox combination houses, makes 
its New York debut at the Acad- 
emy tomorrow (Thursday) for a 
spilt week daie, 

Others now booked through Fox 
| wil) follow this one into New York. 
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Week of May 27. 


Girls From The Follies—Gayety, Montreal 
Jazztime Revue—Howard, Boston 
Radium Queens—Empress, Chicago 
Wine, Woman and Song—Colonial, Utica. 





COLUMBIA 
(Summer Stock) 


Summer stock is just another way 
of spelling burlesque. At the Colum- 
bia, this summer’s stock is some- 
thing for Herk to worry about. 

Stock is in its third week. Be- 
tween the opener and now, some 
shaving has been done; people elim- 
inated and things generally cut. 
But still better than the wheel stuff 
of last season. 

Troupe has been dolled up. Some 
rehashing in runway garb, but ap- 
pearance bright. While the cast is 
working, doubtlessly knowing it’s 
work or out, very much unlike the 
wheel show people to whom it was 
just another week. 

Two people are featured, one as 
a performer and the other in the 
prescnt manner of principal bur- 
lesque woman. 

The performer is Eddie Kaplan, 
new comedian for burlesque and a 
prospect. Kaplan, seemingly young, 
is out of the west and playing east 
for the first time. Much of his stuff 
is an out and out takeoff on Jack 
Penner, while the cigar business is 
borrowed from Bobby Clark; under 
the mimicry and peeking out at 
times is an individual method and 
style that Kaplan should nurse for 
himself rather than follow the path 
beaten by others. 

Second featured member is Ann 
Corio, brunet with a body and noth- 
ing else; but enough, seemingly, for 
the customers. Miss Corio is also 
from the west, Detroit. She used to 
pack Izzy Seidenberg’s Cadillac 
twice daily by merely baring her 
breasts. Gotta wear a brassier in 
New York, though the book doesn’t 
say it can’t be transparent. 

Ann is one of burlesque’s few wo- 
men with something to show. And 
Ann stops right there. She'd do well 
to take a dancing lesson. A fair 
dancer with her form would have a 
starting edge on better dancers. 

John Grant, who staged the book, 
is also principal straight. Two 
others straighting besides Grant, 
Phil Pavey and George Mount- 
fort, both doubling in songe 

George Leon and Frank Harcourt, 
experienced secondary comics, are 
mediocre against Kaplan, 

Besides Miss Corio on the runway 
is Minnie Fitzgerald, another re- 
vealment specialist. Fitzie does the 
majority of feminine work in the 
comedy bits. Others are Ann Paul- 
son, soubet; Esther Lang, ingenue, 
and Mabel Spencer, prima, who 
covcrs the most teritory among the 
women. A _ scared looking hoofer 
named George Stella gets in a spe- 
cialty. 

The Apache den bit, with a girl 
who strips down to stepins, was 
not on the program, perhaps a late 
insert, but copped first honors 
among full stage sequences, Girl 
aiso omitted on program. 

Grant's book from memory as 
usual, going back to the stone age 
for majority of comedy bits, and 
borrowing for smuttier ones. In the 
last class was “The Good Old Days,” 
veteran by now, jammed up in the 
playing and flopped. The players 
sensed the bust and dropped the 
punch line from the wings. 

Miss Lang and Mountfort teamed 
for a song turn in “one” to be re- 
called as a small time vaude team 
of the same name. Their offering, 
frail vocally as it was, seemed a 
departure from routine burlesque 
presentment, and did well enough. 

Runway chorus of 16 is backed on 
the stage by another 16, latter 
never treading the runway. No com- 
paring the looks of these girls as 
a unit with the road show women. 
Billy Kound staged the numbers. 

Willie Kreager’s pit orchestra 
holding over from the regular sea- 
son, still the most important item 
in the Columbia's bill. Willie mugs 
with the soubs and gets plenty of 
spotlight. The band number in the 
pit, breaking in on the show, also 
something out of the ordinary for 
burlesque. 

Columbia remains the best con- 
ducted, cleanest and most orderly 
burleycue theatre in the east under 
direction of Mike Joyce. Bige. 


FOX’S PULL FILM WEEK 

With the Fox combo houses each 
playing the Warner picture, “The 
Singing Fool,” for a full week, 
starting next week, stage bills will 
be cut down. 

For the first time this season 
there will not be a split week on 
the local vaude bills; this takes in 
the New England section. 








AFTER OHIO DOG RACING 
Toledo, May 28. 
Gov. Cooper is determined to 
wipe out dog racing under pari- 
mutuel system in Ohio, Officials of 
the West Jefferson, O., Kennel Club 
were arrested on charges of gam- 
bling, despite protests of municipal 
officials, who said the people wanted 
the races, 


‘Columbia Bldg. Vacating — 
| Tenants by July | 


Between now and July 1 wit be 
a complete exodus of the tenants in 
the Columbia theatre 


building 
owned by Walter Reade. In the a). 


teration plan of Reade, who a: 
the building over on a lease helq by 
the Columbia Theatre Operating 
Co., the rents jumped. Three of the 
main lower level tenants are getting 


out rather than pay the rap, 

As to the theatre, nobody hag. 
ards a conjecture what the policy 
will be next fall. I. H. Herk Stated 
he holds a contract for Mutual 
shows and that he felt reasonably 
sure Mutuals will again play the 
house. However, Reade may be 
able to whitewash his contract and 
arrange other plans. Reade hag 
had the theatre wired and intends 
to install a cooling system. at 
present a stock burlesque show is 
operative, the summer policy, 
Reade has offered the Columbia 
to picture people at a huge rent. He 
will make the alterations. 





Fight Backstage by 
Girl Runway Soubs 


Ann Corio and Lavilla Mae, sou- 
brets at the Columbia (summer 
stock), New York, staged a brief 
but exciting battle royal backstage 
Saturday and almost ruined the 
troupe. 
After the battle Lavilla quit the 
show while Ann carried on with a 
scratched phiz and puffed proboscis, 
The girls were rival runway num- 
ber leaders. Scrap was rather a 
girlish affair, involving the use of 
finger nails and teeth for the most 
part. 

Stepping in to separate the biffing 
babes, one of the chorus girls was 
rewarded with a bite on the neck. 











Herk’s Chi Winner 


Chicago, May 28. 

Herk’s Empress theatre, on the 
south side, closing its third Mutual 
season June 1, has been hitting 
around $8,000 weekly this season, 
House rental is $500. 

First season house had a $4,000 
average, 





MUSICAL TAB AT JEFF 
Keith's Jefferson, 14th street, New 
York, will duck vaude June 9 fora 
musical tab show. Marcus is in for 
two weeks with an option for ree 
mainder of the summer. 





Mutual in So. Bend 

South Bend, Ind., May 28. 
Blackstone, 1,600 seats, has been 
taken over by I. H. Herk in parte 
nership with Tony Brill and goes on 
the Mutual wheel Aug. 15. ‘ 
Brill has been playing stock bur- 
lesque in the house, 


Theatres Proposed 








Baltimore—(Alt. and remod.); $100, 
000. 210 W. Lexington st. Owner, M. 
Mechanic. Archt. not selected. Policy 


not given, 


Chicago—Also apt. hotel and shops; 


$16,000,000. 800-14 S. Michigan av, 
Owner, Syndicate forming, care L. J. 
Lessor. Archt., W. W. Ahlschilager 


Policy not given, 
De Kalb, Ill.—Also stores and offices; 
Roosevelt, bet. 6th and 7th. Owner, H. 
B. Fargo, Geneva, Ill. Archt. withheld, 
Policy not given. 

Moines M. P.)3 


Des Moines—(Des 

$500,000. Grand ave., EB. of 6th. Owner, 
Paramount Theatres Chain. Archt., As 
S. Graven. 

East Chicago, Ind.—Chicago ave., nt, 
Olcott. Owner, Jendak Bros. Aroht. 
Newhouse and Burnham, Chicago. Pol- 
icy not given. 

Fort Dodge, Ia.—(Top and rear add.); 
$70,000. 616 Ist ave. Owner, Fort Dodge 
Telephone Co. Archt., F. W. Griffith, 
Policy not given. 
Indianapolis—( Alt. 
000. Owner, 
House, Inc. 
not given. 
Joplin, Mo.—Also stores and hotel; 
$756,000. 5th and Virginia. Owner, 
United Studios Co., Chicago. Archt., 
R. E. Beaudry, Chicago. Policy not 
given. 

Kansas City, Mo.—Also store and of- 
fice bldg.; $50,000. 4800 blk. on Proa- 
pect. Owner, J. P. Zimmerman. Archt. 
not selected. Policy not given. 
Paterson, N. J.—Also stores; $150,009. 
257-65 Madison ave. Owner, Meyer, 
Greiman & Munze. Archt., A. E. Sleight. 
Policy not given. 


and add.); $100,- 
Community Photoplay 
Archt. not selected. Policy 


Racine, Wis.—(M.P.); $600,000. 4it 


Main st. Owner, Midwesco Theatre Co. 
Archt., United Studios, Chicago. 
Tipton, Ind.—(Mariz); $30,000. Main 


st. Owner, Masonic Lodge. 
Richards. Policy not given. 


Archt., Lew 





Drops Vaude for Straight Films 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Bert Levy discontinued the vaude 
policy at the Balboa, San Diego, 
May 22. 
House 


will be operated on 


straight picture grind with second 





talkers. 
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Stories by Jack Conway 


From 1920, onward, Jack Conway 
in Variety. 


in Variety, March 18, 1921. 


DOUBLE X FOR 1 GRAND 
MAKES “TOMATO” WILD 


So He Turns Ginsberg’s Map 
Into Hamburger 








Albany, March 16. 
Dear Chick: 

I got a terrible deal in this burg 
with “Tomato,” and I wish you 
would tip the mob to watch their 
steps if they 
expect to bring 
any fighters ou* 
this way. 

“Tomato” 
was matched 
to box Young 
Ginsberg here. 
Before the 
match could be 
made they in- 
sisted that I 
put up 1,000 
bucks as a 
weight forfeit 
for “Tomato,” 
to make 135 at 
2 o'clock the 
day of the 
fight, which 
was Monday. 











CON 


We blow in town and at a quar- 


ter of two “Tomato” and me go 
over to the club to weigh in. 
“Tomato” has been dryin’ out for 
a full week and is pantin’ for a 
drink, but I figure we'll weigh and 
then he can eat his head off, for 
the battle don’t begin until 10 that 
night. 

Well, we hit the club and Gins- 
berg’s manager shows me a tele- 
gram from his pug where he 
missed a train and will be two 
hours late gettin’ in. He lives 
about 60 miles from. here. I make 
a holler for them to let “Tomato” 
weigh, but Ginsberg’s steerer says 
nothin’ doin’ until his guy arrives, 
and the club officials uphold him. 
I put “Tomato” on the scales, any- 
way, and he don’t move the beam, 
which is set at 135. 

We leave the joint and I pack 
“Tomato” in the hotel, tellin’ him 
to lay down and get some sleep 
and I will wake him when the 
other fighter hits town. He takes 
his room key and blows to the kip. 

About an hour later Ginsberg 
and his manager and the state in- 
spectors breeze in tellin’ me to get 
“Tomato,” as they’re ready to 
weigh in. I went up to the room 
and found my egg snorin’ like a 
drunken saiior. There was a flock 


.of empty dishes on the table and 


a empty water pitcher starin’ me 
in the pan. You’ve guessed it; he 
couldn’t stand it any longer and 
ordered himself a full square and 
all the water he could drink. 

Well, we put him on the scales 
and he weighed just 135 and 4. If 
you think that Ginsberg didn’t de- 
mand my weight forfeit of a grand 
and get it you’re off your nut. I 
hollered that the match was made 
for 2 o’clock and that they didn’t 
weigh in until 3, but it didn’t do me 
no good, for these birds were al- 
ready cuttin’ up my dough. I took 
“Tomato” back to the hotel and 
started to bawl him out. He got 
thick and asked me what was 
eatin’ me, as I had told him to go 
ahead and eat, as the weighin’ was 
all arranged. 

Well, you could have knocked me 
over with a Pantages route. Some- 
one had phoned the room after he 
arrived and imitated my _ voice, 
tellin’ the sap to put the feedbag 
on and drink his fill. They knew 
he would be overweight and wanted 
that jack. 

The only satisfaction I got out of 
the whole jam was7 watchin’ 
“Tomato” paste this bird all over 
the neighborhood. He could have 
Stopped him any time he wanted 
to, but I told him if he did I would 
crown him with the water bottle. I 
wanted to see Ginsberg take it, and 
I certainly enjoyed the sight. 

“Tomato” hit him with every- 
thing but my spike shoes, which 
were home in the trunk, and made 
him look like Ray Schalk warmin’ 
up about four pitchers at once. He 
caught more punches on the kisser 
than Harding got votes. At the end 
of the fight he looked like a steam 
roller had run over his mush. I 
told his manager it was a good 
thing they grabbed that grand, for 
his end would never pay e 
tors it would take to patch him up. 
I never seen “Tomato” 
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Mostly the stories dealt with baseball 
players and pugs. This series is reprinted weekly. Story below appeared 
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wrote a series of stories appearing 
and prize fights, 








USHERS SENT AWAY 


Two at Lafayette in Harlem—Beat | 
Patron—30 Days 





Frank Holland, 26, and Bernard 
Beaver, 21, ushers employed at the 
Lafayette, colored, Harlem, were 
sentenced to 30 days each in the 
Workhouse in Special Sessions. 
They had been convicted of assault. 

The two defendants were arrested 
Feb. 22 on the complaint of Eu- 
gene Wallace, cook, of 131 West 
100th street, who charged that both 
ushers assaulted him in the the- 
atre when he attempted to pass 
down a roped-off aisle during a per- 
formance, 

Wallace had to be patched up 
for an injured jaw and eye in the 
Harlem Hospital after the ushers 
got through with him. 


Builder Accused of 
Hitting Prohibition Agent 


Stoutly denying he was guilty of 
assault, Walter M. Burden, 338, 
wealthy builder, of 147-34 Haw- 
thorne avenue, Flushing, L. I., was 
before Magistrate Louis Brodsky 
on the charge of felonious assault. 
Burden was arrested on the com- 
plaint of Herbert McClymont, pro- 
hibition agent, of 135 Berkley place, 
Brooklyn, who alleged he was as- 
Saulted on West 49th street near 
7th avenue. 

Burden, following the assault was 
attended by an ambulance surgeon 
and hurried home where X-ray pic- 
tures show his skull is slightly frac- 
tured. Magistrate Brodsky sought 
to reduce the complaint to disord- 
erly conduct. The charge remained 
and, the Court will hear it in York- 
villé Court this week. 

McClymont testified he was hit 
from behind, He was alone, he said. 
His superiors believe he was fol- 
lowed from a night club where he 
had obtained evidence. He had 
reached 155 West 49th street when 
struck and kicked. He couldn’t re- 
call how many had assaulted him. 

An insurance broker witnessed 
the assault. He followed an autec in 
which the assailant drove away and 
supplied detectives, Charles Dugan, 
Frank Harkins and Clarence Gilroy 
of the West 47th street station with 
the license number. Burden’s arrest 
followed. ; 

Burden, according to the detec- 
tives, is alleged to have stated he 
was with friends at Will Oakland’s, 
but denied he figured in the assault. 
The insurance broker, in West Side 
Court, was unable to identify Bur- 
den. Dugan stated he identified 
Burden when arrested at his office 
3210 Grand avenue, Astoria, Queens. 

Burden is married. He was at 
Oakland’s with a party, averred the 
cops. He is said to be vice-presi- 
dent of the North Side Chamber of 
Commerce, Long Island. 











DANCE NOT DIRTY 


Alamo Haino, 25, dancer of 101 
West 109th street, was acquitted in 
Special Sessions of a,charge of giv- 
ing an indecent dance. 

Miss Haino was arrested April 17 
following a raid on a place at 2589 
Broadway. 





BELLE SANTOY’S FINGERS 


. Belle Santoy, 23, dancer, of the 
Hotel Hudson, West 44th street. 
was fined $25 in Special Sessions 
for shoplifting. 

She was arrested April 24 after 
stealing articles worth $40 from 
counters in Macy’s. 





for he was all steamed up over the 
greasy trick they slipped us. 

He did everything but scratch 
and bite. He had the referee bull- 
dozed, or he would have pegged 
him out of the ring for the way 
he shamrocked this bird. But it 
takes a lot of smacks on the beezer 
to make you forget all the things 





go faster, ' 


|'you could do with 1,000 fish, and we 
lain’t over it yet. You can bet your 


pes gen — 
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si 











GUESSING! 





A group of actors playing 
pill pool at the Friars. One 
was shooting exceptionally 
well, which brought comments 
like this: 
“He knows too much.” 
“Must be out of a job.” 
“Shoots like a lay-off.” 


Judge Fred Goldsmith 
Going Into Wrapper 


Someone must give Judge Fred- 
erick E. Goldsmith a wrapper for 
his premiere as a justice, set for 
early next month in the New York 


Municipal Court. The judge was 
appointed last Thursday by Mayor 
Jimmy Walker, at the City Hall 
with the crowd looking on. He also 
needs a gavel. Freddie smokes, too 
—cigars. 

It was Freddie’s break that his 
moment was the only one of that 
day. As the mayor directed the 
Goldsmith to hold up his right hand 
for the oath of office, Freddie held 
up both hands to cinch it. 

A very popular attorney in Times 
Square and in the Tammany or- 
ganization, the news of the new 
Judge Goldsmith gave the Square 
a holiday appearance Friday. 

Judge Goldsmith is appointed to 
fill the unexpired term of Judge 
Wahlen, ill. 


10 Days for Neglect 
In Caring for Horses 


Found guilty on the charge of 
being cruel to his horses, William 


J. Hardy, 33, riding master, living 
at 373 Central Park West, was sent 
to the Workhouse for 10 days with 
no alternative of a fine by Magis- 
trate George W. Simpson in West 
Side Court. 

Hardy was arrested on a warrant 
issued by Magistrate Simpson. The 
complainant, Garrett W. Howard, 
agent of the A. §. P. C. A. stated 
that he paid six visits to Hardy’s 
stable, 96th street and North River, 
and found. two horses with no feed 
or bedding. 

Hardy stated that he had been ill 
and unable to attend the horses. 
He had given directions to his col- 
ored stable boy to care for the 
animals, but the latter had neglect- 
ed them, he said. 

Howard testified Hardy had been 
fined $25 in 1926 on a _ similar 
charge. 


Dick Tobin, the Sleuth, 
Has Grand Opera Hopes 


























Dick Tobin, formerly teamed with 
Frank Dolan, curfew detectives of 
West 47th street station, is soon 
to breast grand opera. Tobin has 
been studying under the direction 
of a noted vocal teacher. 

The songbird sleuth is now at- 
tached to the clerical staff of Cap- 
tain Louis Dittman, commander of 
West 47th street. Tobin has a tenor 
voice and has sung at all the promi- 
nent police functions. 

The last songbird of the Police 
Department was Bob McAllister, 
the dashing sleuth. When McAllis- 
ter was suspended he went into 
vaudeville, Restored to the force, 
he quit the show racket. 





Dalton, Dancer, $7 Short, 
So to Jail for 2 Days 


“They can’t raspberry me and get 
away with it, I just raspberry them 
back your Honor,” said Joseph Dal- 
ton, 30, dancer, of 342 West Tist 
street, when in West Side Court be- 
fore Magistrate George W. Simpson. 
He was charged with disorderly 
conduct, 

Dalton denied that he was dis- 
orderly. Patrolman James Galla- 
gher, of West 68th street, arrested 
the dancer after telling him to move 
on. Dalton was at 72nd street and 
sgroadway in hot dispute with some 
taxicab chauffeurs, 

When the Court imposed a fine of 





life insurance that “Tomato” won't 
pay no attention to telephone calls | 
from now on. 

I thought I hep to all the 
langles, hut. as Cicero the chiropo- | 
| dist says, “live and learn.” 
Your pal, 


was 


Con. 


$10 or twd days Dalton nearly 
ewooned. He stated he had $3. 

“T wouldn't care, but I landed a! 
} job with a show today, but I sup- 
| pose I can kiss the job goodbye,” he 


said, 
Dalton said he had fuimerly been 
with the “French Frolics.” 


$10 FOR ASKING 
Wanted Sergeant's 
Instead 


| Andrea Dore 
Number—Pinched 


Claiming to be a musical director 
and living at the Elks Club, An- 
drea Dore, 45, was fined $10 by 
Magistrate George W. Simpson in 
West Side Court on the charge of 
being disorderly and intoxicated by 
Patrolman Russell McKay of West 
47th street. 

“Tl may have lost my head. But 
certainly, your Honor, I was not 
drunk. I had attended the farewell 
dinner to Paul Whiteman with 
friends of mine. 

“I was chatting with them when 
a very rough sergeant came along 
and ordered us into our car. I es- 
sayed to get his number, but I 
was unsucessful. I saw Officer Mc- 
Kay in front of the Columbia the- 
atre and thought perhaps he could 
help me,” said the wrathful mu- 
sical director. 

McKay told the Court, that Dore, 
out of the clear sky, demanded, “IT 
want that sergeant’s number.” “I 
didn’t know what he was talking 
about. I advised him to go home 
and sleep. But he insisted on the 
sergeant’s number. I had to ar- 
rest him,” McKay told the Court. 

“I guess you were excited,” said 
the Court to Dore. 


Titus, Author, Recites 
“Face” in Courtroom 








John Henry Titus, 83, of 329 West 
4ist street who was saved from 
eviction by William J. Caffrey, 
Municipal Court Justice in West 
Side Court building has been the 
recipient of donations that have 
poured in since the Justice saved 
the author of “The Face on the 
Barroom Floor.” 

The owner of the dingy flat where 
Titus resides appeared in court and 
explained to the Judge that Titus 
was in arrears of his rent. Im- 
mediately the Court began the col- 
lection after he learned who Titus 
was. 

“I don’t doubt that you are the 
bonafide writer of the famous 
poem,” said the Court, “but would 
you care to recite a verse.” The 
aged author, his white hair touch- 
ing his shoulders, his battered um- 
brella in one hand and wearing 
shoes that the toes peeked out 
turned to the 1,000 litigants, lawyers 
and hangers on in court. 

Placing one hand inside his well 
worn jacket, Titus, in a _ clear 
stentorian voice, recited two verses 
of the well known poem. 

By this time lawyers had chipped 
in more than enough to cover his 
rent until the middle of June. Titus 
then narrated his history to news- 
paper men and said that the late 
Antoine D’Arcy was not the origi- 
nau author of his poem. 

“D’Arcy wrote a parody on the 
original,” said Titus. “D'Arcy 
wrote “The Face Upon the Floor” 
and “Jake, the Plumber.” The aged 
writer then went on to tell of his 
life, his hardships and how he had 
been wiped out of his small fortune 
during the World War. 

A few days after arriving home, 
Titus began to receive mail con- 
taining checks. Several dailies re- 
ceived funds to stave the sheriff 
from the door of Titus. In recent 
years, Titus has done some public 
speaking to eke out a living. 


Paramount Hotel Bankrupt 








The Paramount Hotel, on West 
46th street, between Broadway and 
8th avenue, declared itself bank- 
rupt Monday. Irving Trust Co: is 
the receiver with the liabilities of 
the hotel amounting to $500,000, No 
assets as yet declared, 

Hotel, 20 stories high, opened 
June 6, 1928. It had a terrific over- 
head. 

The grill kept eating into the 
profits, although at first the grill 
did big trade. As its floor show 
was cheapened trade fell off. 


Weeden and Schultz, whose “Mid- 
night Baby” opened in Hempstead, 
he Ly 





way Baby.” The musical melodrama | 
| producers were threatened with in- | 
junction by Paramount who own 
the title for a forthcoming talker. 
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Pick on College Youths 


A story of how wealthy 
students are lured to hideaway 
roadhouses in the Bear Mountain 
district of New York state and 
“gypped” of large sums of money by 
hostesses and in some instances 
blackmailed, was related in Special 
Sessions during the trial of Joseph 
Gabel, 19, student and scion of a 
wealthy family of Garnersville, N. 
Y. Gabel was charged with being 
the father of an unborn child by 
May Daley, 24, of 347 3d avenue, 
New York, hostess. 

According to Miss Daley, while 
she was employed in one of the road- 
houses near Nyack, Gabel called at 
the place. They became acquainted 
and he made love to her on the 
promise of marriage. When later he 
learned of her condition, she said, he 
refused to marry her. 

During the course of the trial the 
workings of roadhouse hostesses 
were revealed. It developed that 
young student were easy prey for 
the sirens of out-of-the-way places, 
The hostess’ job was to get the boys 
“tanked,” have them sign checks for 
large amounts, and in many in- 
stances call on their people, de- 
manding money or reporting the 
alleged actions of the boys to the 
police. 

The actions of the employees and 
owners of places in the Bear Moun- 
tain and Stoney Point sections be- 
came such that residents protested, 
with the result the state police 
stepped in. 

When Miss Daley took the stand, 
counsel for Gabel asked about her 
friendship with numerous other stu- 
dents. At first she denied knowing 
those named by the attorney, but 
when each student was pointed out 
to her in court she admitted being 
more or less friendly with him. 
Most of the college boys, about & 
dozen in all, told of gay parties with 
Miss Daley. One even proved that 
the complainant had a cuite little 
mole on the northern part of her 
right leg. Miss Daley could not re- 
fute this fact. 

After hearing all the evidence the 
justices decided that Miss Daley was 
not to be believed, and acquitted 
Gabel of the charge. The court took 
oceasion to warn students to stay 
away from the dark places and, if 
they must have recreation, Broad- 
way was the place. 


Hit and Run Profits 
Buy $700,000 Property 


The Levine Bros., Edward and 
Julius, who operate the Brass Rail 
on Seventh avenue, one of the sip, 
bite and run eating spots in Times 
Square, have purchased the build- 
ing at the northwest corner of 
Seventh avenue and 52d street, now 
occupied by the Club Lido, for 
about $700,000. Building stands on 
a plot 75 by 75, with the floor above 
the Club Lido formerly being occu- 
pied by the Jungle Club, class oasis 
of the main stem, which voluntarily 
slipped itself a padlock early in 
January. Large corner store on the 
ground floor for long time unten- 
anted, 

The- brothers contemplate im- 
provements that will cost approxi- 
mately $100,000 and may build an 
extra floor for offices. 

The ground floor and basement 
will undergo considerable altera- 
tions during the summer. When 
these are completed the Brass Rail 
will install another eatery two 
blocks away from their original 
gold mine. 


college 











19,000-Ft. Parachute Leap 


Minneanolis, May 28. 

Minneapolis has anoiner freak 
candidate in the person of a 19-year 
old girl, Jean du Rand, who broke 
a world’s record for women para- 
chute jumpers here when she leaped 
from a speeding airplane at a 
height of more than 18,700 feet and 
landed in one of the local airports. 

It took the airplane carrying Miss 
du Rand an hour to reach the alti- 
tude from which the jump was 
made. Her three-and-a-half mile 
drop to earth was completed in ap- 
proximately 15 minutes. 
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“Variety” for Summer 
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William Morris has 
pounds since at Saranac. 


gained 15 


Hilda Ferguson cables she's en 
route from Paris to China. 

Hugh A. Grady (Hammerstein's) 
on a 10-week tour of Europe. 

Blanche Merrill is in San [Fran- 
cisco, writing stage material. 

The new caps of the New York 
cops make some of the lads on the 
force look like messenger boys. 


A flying wedge is needed to get 
through the curb loungers in front 
of the Bond Building. 


Kitty Mulligan, Thaw’s ex-flame, 
now warbling for Jimmy Kelly in 
the Village. 

Eastman-Kodak has on an ama- 
teur photography contest and will 
give cash prizes totaling $30,000. 

Fred Rael is the new back-stage 
doorkeeper of, the Palace, New 
York. 

George Clark again city ed. of the 
Daily Mirror with Arthur Irwin on 
the night desk, 

Friends of the late Nora Bayes are 
reported proposing a mausoleum 
for her remains. 

Girls in lonesome line at Vassar’s 
Saturday Eve dances, men are so 
searce. 

Dizziest thing in New York now 
is the gum-chewing contest, two 
girls in bathing suits competing at 
the Dance Marathon, 

You can’t rent office space in the 
Hammerstein Building unless you 
furnish a dozen references and then 
you're not certain. 

Asa Kaz and Thalia Zanou have 
opened dancing school in W. 50th 
street. Leaving for Paris for new 
ideas. Should go to Harlem. 

Moe Ducore, the druggist, a heavy 
holder in the prospective musical 

¢ comedy to be presented shortly by 
"Dan Healy and Charlie Gordon. 

The Thursday Nighters have more 
theatrical people in it than prob- 
ably any other social club now ex- 
istent in Times Square. 

Charlie Butterworth, the come- 
dian, belongs to the gentry dispens- 
ing with hats this summer. Quite 
colleechet! 

Incidentally, it is against the law 
in Philly for women to walk the 
streets without hose as they do on 
Broadway. 

Pepper and Ginger 


are now 


New York Chatter 


mixed Already nine weeks. That 
was that long ago when Ginger 
Rogers and Jack Pepper married. 
Julia Sullivan, phone operator in 
the Jones and Green offices, suffer- 


ing with a nervous’ breakdown. 
Resting in the country. 

George Jelis, partner in the Hud- 
son tube ticket agency, was re- 


moved to Bellevue for observation 

last week following a series of irra- 

tional acts. 
“Cutting the 


mustard” is jazzbo 


slanguage for making a wax re- 
cording, with the wax shavings 
coming off as very fine and re- 


sembling mustar in color. 


After see'ng, at close up, the eight 
international beauties sent over 
here to grab “Miss Universe,” even 
the Brooklyn girls look good. Some- 
one is wasting carfare on them 
furreingers. 

Hytit Daab says he’s so whirling 
with usual seasonal additional pub- 
licity work for Radio Pictures he’s 
unable to think up a new play. But 
Hytit threatens. 

Chateau Madrid in full operation 
while decorations are being com- 
pleted. This retreat has been en- 
larged for accommodation of about 
100 more guests. Looks hot. 

Nickolas Muray closed his studio 
to go to Galveston as one of the 
detested judges in Pugeant of Pul- 


” 


chritude. King Vidor and John 
Held, Jr., also detests. 
When the No. 2 company of 


“Black Birds” opened in New York 
last week, the original company oc- 
cupied the first rows, watching 
their successors on the same stage. 

Larry Axman has gone with the 

money. Now a member of the Stock 
Exchange firm of Hoffman & Blum. 
Previously just a lawyer, but a good 
one, he and they said, with Epstin 
& Axman. 
Lou Metzger hosted all the Uni- 
versal execs and their g. f.’s at his 
Park avenue menage Wednesday 
night in honor of Paul Whiteman. 
About 20 attended, 40 with White- 
man included. 

That loud voiced rooter with a 
megaphone who used to annoy the 
customers at the Polo Grounds, has 
been barred. They put the finger 
on the pest at the Yankee Stadium 
last season. 





M. H. (Shappy) Shapiro has been 


























HE beautiful imagery of Joseph 
Urban in subtle marvels of cole 


here LUNCHEON 
is a New Delight 


TIMES SQUA 








left in charge of Paul Whiteman's 
palatial offices in the Bond build- 
ling. His main job will be to see 
|that the stenog gets her weekly 
heck, also his own. 


They don’t send a cop out to the 
sticks when they want to give him 
the works in the department. He 
gets the Holland Tunnel. It's just 
like solitary confinement. All he 
sees is whizzing motor cars. An 
endless wall of porcelain. 

An actor loaned a fellow $500 to 
open a store several years ago but 
only gets alibis instead of coin. In 
describing the borrower, he said: 
“He’s the kind of a mug who will 
demand a taxi to go to the pvor 
l:ouse.” 

Austin Fairman, Jr., the four year 
old son of Hilda Moore the Eng- 
lish actress who died of septic sore 
throat contracted from the child, 
has recovered. So has the Eng- 
lish nurse girl, ill of the same 
disease. 


Three banquets given which drew 
all celebrities on Broadway last 
week, same night: Paul Whiteman’s 
farewell dinner at the Tavern load- 
ed with notables; Jewish Theatre 
Guild’s banquet to Georgie Jessel 
and Ed wullivan’s dinner at the As- 
tor, the 4th annual sorts banquet. 

New York p. a.’s are taking lib- 
erties with Hollywood since it went 
talker. A cookie should go to the 
Pathe band for the phrase, “livery 
day sees Hollywood more like 
Broadway,” and mentioning in sub- 
stantiation the arrival of Ann 
Harding. 

Paramount's picture of the Beth 
Brown book story, “Applause,” will 
be hung upon a burlesque show. 
Burlesque as an entertainment 
probably will receive more public- 
ity before the entire country from 
this picture than burlesque has had 
in all of the years of its existence. 

When the Rendezvous. closed 
Saturday eight of the girls of the 
ensemble went into the Chateau 
Shanley, operated by Hal Hixon: 
Jean Murray, Margit Dybfest, Bet- 
ty Dybfest, Mickey Seiden, Olga 
Royce, Gretchen Grant, Joey Ben- 
ton, Topsy Humphrey. 

Board of governors did the invit- 
ing thing for the June 4 opening 
of the new Casino in the Park, Sid 
Solomon’s burn for Zittel. Opening 
night nick $10. Aces in everything 
promised. Zittel has made such a 
monkey of himself over the entire 
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Lyricists at Fox are now assigned 
to write dialog as well as lyrics. 

Bob Collier staked his wife to a 
brand new Ford. 


Harry Weber has bought a new 
home in Hollywood, 


Byron Gay goes for playing piano 
in his office at three a. m. 

Morrie Staub sported seven new 
suits in as many days last week. 


Ellwood Sperry, sporting a black 
eye, claims he walked into a door. 


Esther Ralston is taking tap les- 
sons, 


J. G. Hawks, acting scenario edi- 
tor for Universal, now going in for 
theme song writing. 


Because of the Jones Law some 
local bootleggers are charging a 
buck extra for delivery. 


Kitty Marin is back after watch- 
ing her brother, Bill Seeman, and 
Phyllis Haver sail away. 


A lot of these high-brown sun- 
burns don’t come from the beach. 
They can be picked up by attending 
a couple of picture openings. 


Latest chump-taker on the Boule- 
vard is a palm-reading slot machine 
offering 25 readings for as many 
cents, 


Due to the number of actors lately 
pressing wage claims, offices of the 
State Labor Commission looks like 
the Lambs. 


O. M. Watson, three hours late on 
a date, explains he was waiting for 


an elevator in the Majestic theatre 
building. 


Simeon Gest reports a man came 
to the Figueroa Playhouse and in- 
sisted on seeing “John Ferguson” 
in person as advertised. 

Warners has Frank Fay doing 
Spanish in “Under a Texas Moon.” 
He’s even taking lessons in the for- 
eign tongue aided by a moustache. 

Harry Cohn had three night con- 

ferences scheduled and Mrs. Cohn 
wanted to see “Alibi” open. Harry 
saw “Alibi.” 
Mary Duncan, gayly garbed in 
red sox, recuperated from recent 
appendicitis operation and whack- 
ing tennis balls. 

Al Reeves, studio manager at the 
Chaplin works, invests in golf 























our and design—the cool vistas of 
the Park — create a setting quite 
incomparable. On the Terrace, en 
plein air, gay with awnings, in 
the flowery Pavilion, smart New 
Yorkers will find an atmosphere, 
a cuisine, a locale uniquely 
charming to. their most sophisti- 
cated tastes. 
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Casino thing that Solomon should 
throw the chimp some peanuts. 

Everybody on this week’s Palace 
bill was anxious for special billing 
in the ads and theatre display ex- 
cept -the star feature, Irene Rich. 
Miss Rich didn’t lift an eyebrow. 
Whatever allotted her was. part of 
the vaude work to Miss Rich. 

Sylvia Mitchell, formerly of Mit- 
chell and Durant, doing office duty 
for the Pincus and Howard agency, 
startled everybody Monday with her 
low back dress. New in summer 
dressing. The front of the outfit is 
full and high, but the back is de- 
cidedly low. Miss Mitchell is hav- 
ing a bare back bathing suit made. 

Friendly separation of the Arthur 
Loews no surprise. They had been 
iiving apart for some time. Mrs. 
Loew nee Mildred Zukor. They 
have two children. The wife an- 
nounced no legal separatton nor di- 
vorce. Arthur Loew is reputed 
worth $15,000,000, distinct from the 
fortune owned by his mother, Mrs. 
Marcus Loew, or his brother, Dave. 

Julius Keller, who makes so much 
money out of the Canoe Place Inn 
at Southampton, L. L, he started a 
bank so he could sign his own name 
on the bark notes, has bought in 
on the Hotel Alamac at B'way and 
T7ist street. Julius purchased the 
25 per cent. interest held by the 
Knox Company. He is now running 
it, with Judge Martin Manton the 
majority owner. 

Joe Lewis came to New York the 
other day just for a visit before go- 
ing to the coast. He met Sidney 
| Cohen, who just returned from 
| abroad. Before they had talked half 
;}an hour Sid sold Joe on a Euro- 
pean trip, saying he was going back 
himself next week. Joe got a pass- 

port and transportation. He will 
| next be heard of from London, 
Paris and Berlin. 

A Minerva touring car, twice as 
red as any fire chief's, has been 
around the Square lately. Gay is 
‘t belongs to Jacob J. Coxey, the guy 
| who led the ragged army of hoboes 
| to Washington 25 years ago, and 
| he’s going to use it on a lecture 
| starting in Akron July 1. The flashy 
bus belonged to Mabel Boll who 
paid $14,000 for it when it took a 
prize in the Paris auto show. She 
planked down $3,000 more duty to 
get it into the U. S. Then a dealer 
sot it because Mabel got another— 





clubs because Catalina is too far 
away for fishing. Says he can al- 
ways tie a reel to a club and fish. 

In two years Hal Skelly has used 
112 boxes of nose putty, each box 
weighing two ounces, making a total 
of 14 pounds of putty. All for “Bur- 
lesque.” 


David Mir, cousin of Princess 


Irene of Russia,-in turn a niece of 
the late czar, has given up the idea 
of becoming a screen actor. He has 
opened a Hollywood beauty parlor. 
Special train will go north June 
27 packed with theatre execs ana 


film stars for the opening of the new 
Fox house, San Francisco. One hun- 
dred may make the trip. 


Eastern mob states everything ig 
great out here except the servant 
problem. Boys are having heavy 
grief finding and then holding gooa 
cooks, maids, valets, etc. 


Hollywood inhabitants set their 
watches by mail plane. Nightly 
pilot can be heard going north, 
They bet and win that it’s mia. 
night. 


Waitresses at Universal commis- 
sary work the tourists up to a phil. 
anthropic state of mind by pointing 
out the celebs. With shortage in 
star material they point to extras. 

Town resembles London in that 
about every half hour the after- 
noon dailies have new editions on 
the street with or without an ex- 
cuse. 


Sophie Wachner, Fox designer, 
invested in two-acre fruit property 
at La Canyada, mountain suburb. 
She'll invite friends to week-end 
parties, offering prizes to the picker 
of the best lemons. 


May’s high fogs are outguessing 
some of the studio bunch. Gang 
doesn’t know whether to work out- 
side or not. Sun hasn’t been burn- 
ing through until long past noon. 
Unusual, as usual, 


This is great country for polite 
rumble seat necking which isn’t 
always so polite. Kids even walk 
around downtown with their arms 
around each other’s waists. Cli- 
mate! 


Bob Edison worked at M-G stu- 
dios Saturday morning, played a 
matinee and evening performance at 
the Figueroa playhouse, then ap- 
peared at the Masquers Revel for a 
midnight show. 


Walter Houston found Hollywood 
folks fast moving people. When he 
landed here he was rushed from the 
train to location on the “Virginian” 
before he had a chance to check into 
a hotel. 


Loew's State contributes back- 
stage effects to its sound pictures on 
nights when the F. & M. units pull 
out. Crew must have dropped 
everything but the switchboard dur- 





(Continued on page 47) 
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Glorifying the American Giri 
NEW AMSTERDAM. “The House Beautiful” 
West 42 St. Erlanger Dillingham Zicgfeld 
Mg. Matinees WED. and SAT. 


EDDIECANTOR 


in “WHOOPEE” 


458 SEATS AT $1.00 














PLAYHOUSE W..4%th st. Eys. 8:60 


Matinees 2:3 


Matinees Every Week 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 
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—-THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS-— 
« Cam 
H el 


GUILD Thea., W. 524. Evs. 8:50 


Mts. Th. & Sat., 2:40 








Through the 
Needle’s Eye 





LAST WEEK! 


STRANGE INTERLUDE 


John fuea., 58th, E. ot B 
Golden Kvgs. Only at 5:30 




















ROXY 7th Av. & 50th St. Direction 
of S. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 


William Fox Presents the First 
LI Al 





a Daimler—twice as flashy and took 
it home, Coxey got it from the | 
' dealer, 
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TALKING SINGING DANCING 
Musical Comedy Extravaganza 
F OX fF OLLIES 
Movietone of 1929 
witis Druadiways Most ‘valented Person- 
alities and Hollywood's Most Vivacious 
Stars—Almost an entire year in the 

making. 
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CAPITOL 2 'way & 51 st. Mianight 


Pictures Nightly at 11.30 


LON CHANEY 
in WHERE EAST IS EAST 


an M-G-M Sound Pict 

with LUPEZ ESTELLE ' “LLOYD 

ge VELEZ TAYLOR HUGHES 

ond tein + ree, wun DAVE SCHOOLER 
elians; “hes f $ 

lh ester Hale Gihris; Jack 


A ger Rogers; Burn H 
Chita; La Salice Brothers. aes 








LAST WEEK 


THE DESERT SONG 


: arner Bros. 
Vitaphone Singing Picture 
Warner Bros. 
Twiee Dally 


: Theatre 
Bway & 524 St. 8 Shows Sunday 














MARK Deluxe 
Sr RAN Midnite Show 
B’way & 47th St. Nightly 11:30 
First National Pictures Presents 


CORINNE GRIFFITH 


in the VITAPHONE Sound Feature 


“THE DIVINE LADY” 


|The Greatest sea spectacle ever filmed 
\Also—A & P Gypsies on the Vitaphone 





FF PROCTORS 






NEW EAST 


Thur.-Sat., May 30-June 1 








th ATLANTIC CITY STEEL 
= t PIER MINSTRELS 
’ with 35 Minstrels Stars 
THEA. REGINALD DENNY Talks 
CORLLEX. AVE. in “Clear the Decks” 
Stage Show 
NEW EAST ANN CODEE 
th HOLAND REVUE 
say REGINALD DENNY 
. Talke tn 
| (WEARS AVE «CLEAR THE DECKS” 
R-K-0 Vaudeville—Pictures 


Continuous Noon te 11 P. M. Lew Prices 
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TIMES SQUARE 





On the ‘Square 


Much Trouble Over $8 

A difference of $8 started much trouble Friday night at and for the 
Rendezvous nite club, the night before it closed for the season. When 
check time came, four college boys at one table found they were $& shy 
between them for the amount of their total check, around $20. 

Previously, one of the boys had been flipping ice around the room 
and had been asked to stop. When unable to pay the check the boys 
were told to leave the place. At the time the Durante trio were enter- 
taining on the floor. As the boys reached the bottom of the stairs on 
the street floor, the annoying boy took a swing at one of a group be- 
longing to the club. 

A battle started, which sent the boys to the station house, with a 
couple of them badly bruised. They returned to the Rendezvous with 
a cop and demanded the arrest of Leon, the head waiter, who had had 
no part in the affair other than to ask them to pay their check or leave. 

In police court Leon was discharged. None of the boys named him 
as one of the brawlers, nor did they know who they had fought with. 

An angle of the college boy thing in the nite clubs. The bad ones 
amongst them cause more trouble than all of the college trade is worth, 
while when an affair of this sort reaches. the police courts and the 
dailies, it sounds pretty terrible for the nite club involved. With all of 
the sympathy for the boys, of course. 





Capone’s Sentence Fluke—Not Frame 


No one who knows Al Capone or Chicago inclines to the printed reports 
that the gun-toting arrest and sentence of the Scarfaced one for a year 
in Philly was a frame for safety by Capone. The first version and 
Capone’s own appears to be the one accepted. 

That is, Capone had just left Atlantic City after making a peace 
pact there with three Chicago mobs. That had been settled, leaving 
Capone without personal fear if he ever had any. Stopping over be- 
tween trains in Philly and walking along the street, Capone and his 
bodyguard were recognized by a Phila dick who had seen him at the 
Sharkey-Stribling fight in Florida early in the spring. The cop, probably 
figuring on his local if not national rep, stopped Capone. There was no 
listening in, the detectives insisted on a pinch or march to headquarters. 
Capone and his companion, unknowing of the Pennsylvania laws on gun 
éarrying, but knowing that meant nothing in Illinois without a search 
warrant for the person, surrendered a gun each before starting for the 
chief's office. 

Capone is reported to have been advised to plead guilty to the gun 
charge under the impression there would be a fine and that would end it. 
Even the heavy bail imposed of $35,000 each when arraigned seems to 
have been satisfactorily explained to the Chicago mob leader, with the 
finish as a year’s sentence for both of the men, still a daze for Capone’s 
friends who know him and understand such things as this as a rule, 
whether in Chicago, Philly or elsewhere. 





Ruined $55,000 in Furs for $35 Bet 


. Sam Katz’ father, who is in the clothing business, went to the Ken- 
tucky Derby. While he was making a bet, two women, one in a $30,000 
chinchilla coat and another, her friend, in a $25,000 ermine with sable 
trimming, made bets. Mr. Katz recognized the women from Park avenue 
here, and knew where the “garments” were bought. 

The chinchilla dame placed a $25 bet on one horse and the be-ermined 
ane bet a sawbuck on another. When the race started the two women 
rushed out in the pouring rain and stood next to Katz at the fence. 
“Come on, there,” yelled chinchilla to her horse. “Come on,” joined the 
ermine. Katz nearly had a nervous breakdown as he saw the expen- 
sive coats wilting under the terrific storm. 

“Ladies,” he said, “I think you forget you are ruining your clothes. 

“To hell with the clothes, ”" replied the chinchilla gal. “I’ve got $25 
an that horse.” 

Just then the horse crossed the line the winner. The woman was so 
elated she fell into a pool of mud. Her friend, whose horse is still 
running, burst into tears at the sight of her ermine, which resembled 


rabbit fur after the race. 
\ 





Disastrous Parties on Boats 


Three steamship companies, Cosulich, Navigazione Generale Italiana 
and the Italian Line are reported to have formed a pact prohibiting the 
loan of their vessels to other interests for ship parties, dances and teas, 
whether they be for charitable purposes or not. 

This decision was reached as a result of the party given aboard the 
Gosulich liner, Saturnia, last fall by the New York American Xmas 
Fund, W. R. Hearst’s pet charity. 

The affair, billed as a Venetian Carnival, lasted 12 hours and almost 
wrecked the costly furnished ship. 

The Cosulich Line awoke to the fact the next day that not only had 
they contributed gratis the use of the ship, along with tea and dinner 
for approximately 1,000 persons, but they would also have to stand the 
expense of extensive refurnishing. 

A previous party, given aboard the “Berengaria,” proved a hot penny 
for the Cunard Line. Not only was furniture damaged at that affair, 
but the steamship company is still wrangling with the New York Amer- 
ican Xmas Fund for money they claim is owed them for suppers, which 
they provided at $1 a head. 





Traveled via Phone 

It might be said that most of the promotion stock selling is done by 
phone from New York. Long distance is as much employed as locally. 
The phone has become the biggest stock salesman and is looked upon 
as the greatest gag the sharpshooting racketeers have ever hit upon. 

About a month ago one of the slickers talked over prospects for sell- 
ing with a concern just formed which wanted to put out its stock. The 
salesman said he wanted no drawing account, just his commission and 
expenses, as he would have to do considerable traveling to reach his 
best customers. 

“Commission is all right,” said the president, “but we will not stand 
for a traveling expense account.” 

“That’s okay with me,” replied the slicker, “but you will agree to pay 
my rent for a small office and a phone, won't you?” 

The president agreed. When he got the first phone bill he staggered. 
The salesman had hugged the phone without once leaving the office to 
interview anyone. 





Two Late and Sad Toothaches 


A little blonde in the ensemble of Jimmie Durante’s exclusive retreat 
for the rich and noble, above the Winter Garden, was taken with severe 
toothache during a number at 2:30 a. m. 

A dentist sitting on the ringside, observing the swelling in her jaw and 
pain on her face, volunteered to take her to his office in the rialto and 
fix the tooth in time for the last show. 

The girl and one of the boys from the club went with the dentist. 
He started to work. While attending her, he developed a screeching 
toothache himself. Before he could yank out her tooth, the novocaine 
having been injected, he was obliged to attend te his own. 

The girl was then fixed up when she and the dentist and escort got 
back in time for the show. 

Housecleaning Eighth Avenue 

Eighth avenue is going ritz and the picture houses aiong ihe newly 

Paved street just west of Broadway are among the first to show evidences 





| State’s hein After 
LIMIT ON DRINKS Chi Gangs’ Dog Tracks' 


Chicago, May 28. 


Attorney Swanson, Chi- 





Perhaps the most exclusive 
drink of the prohibition age is 
called a Lanihan and is par- 
taken of in a 16-ounce Tom 
Collins glass. Bartender’s 7 
guides do not contain the town. Case is now before Master- 
formula, which is a pony of in-Chancery Korshak, with a deci- 
five-star Martelle brandy as a 


State's 


set to close up dog racing in this 


sion expected this week. State con- 


base, pint of vintage cham- tends that the several dog tracks 
pagne, sec, then a pony of are controlled by gangsters. 
three-star Hennessy brandy Pare? : 

‘ _ ‘ : oY rary injunction, issued by 
for the top. A temperar; eee : ‘ 


Doubtful if any speak in New former state's attorney Crowe and 
York can supply the drink, but 
Havana isn’t so far away. Yet 
there are limitations there. 
Hotel Sevilla will not serve 
more than two Lanihans to one 
person during a sitting. That 
should be sufficient. 


former Sheriff Graydon, is at pres- 
ent protecting the three tracks now 
open. One is the Hawthorne track, 
owned by Al Capone; another is the 
Thornton track with a Chicago 
Heights syndicate, and third, Fair- 
view track, operated by George 
“Bugs” Moran, northside gang lead- 
er and SUpeRtT OR to Capone. 


WRITERS VS. FRIARS decshictabiintecton 
Baseball writers will meet the SHRINERS’ a A. CIRCUS 


Friars in baseball June 17 at the} oe a 
Yankee Stadium. Chicago, May 28. 
Friars will forego their prerogatives 
of sleeping late to be on the dia- Chicago May 30 to show in Los 
mond at 9:30. Angeles June 4-6 

Pro baseball players will kid in It is the Circus Maximus of the 
the grand stands with comment| National Shrine Conclave, to be held 
critically on their critics. in L. A. Coliseum Exposition Park. 
: Jack Reith, of the Western Fair 
| Service, booked all acts. 

















Nine or more : 
Sixty people and two baggage 
ears of circus equipment will leave 








“CANNONBALL” OUTDOORS 


With two human cannonballs in Benjamin Sonnenberg, American 
the country, Zazzhini, with the| public refattons’ ccunsel (pretty for 
Ringling-Barnum circus, and an-|P- @) for the Hotel George V, Paris, 

ith Sells-Floto Ci okayed special rates for a flock of 
ee en ~ epee aud “D | literati and theatrical celebs visiting 
agency booking outdoor attractions | Paris, among them Dorothy Parker, 
is bringing another from Europe, | Edna Ferber, Nunnally Johnson, Ar- 
known as the Original Wilno. thur Krock, Ward Morehouse, Paul 


this type act she did abroad as far | getting it pack plenty in space on 
back as 1890. this side. 














of the improvements certain to follow as the trench work made necessary 
by the building of a new subway gradually disappears. 

The Tivoli, at 30 cents top, just north of Madison Square Garden, has 
been wired for talkers. Although playing features and talking shorts 
that were screened on Broadway from two to three months previously, it 
biggest on the street, has been cleaned up inside and out, and in all 
respects resembles a miniature carbon copy of the ace picture houses on 
the main stem as regards lights and lobby art work. 





Truck Clothing Racket 


Clothing speakeasies are more numerous this spring on the side streets 
than ever before. Gents attired as truck drivers or chauffeurs ply their 
trade in low voice and quickie manner from parked delivery trucks or 
dark alleyways. The line to the susceptible looking male is: 

“Hey, Bud, Wantta get suit with real Englush material cheap!” 

If falling the chump is given the impression that he is trading through 
a fence and can get a real suit at Baxter street prices. Some of the 
mugs even let a customer get in the back of his closed truck and try on 
the cutfit. They will not permit him stepping out with it on, however, 
until the coin has passed. 

Others, in fact a large number, refuse a try-on, stating it will fit any- 
way, and that the exchange must be quick because of the cops. 

Many of the alley and truck clothiers try to unload four and five 
suits at a time. The asking price is according to the size-up given the 
customer. 





Chain Cigar Stores Feel Opposish 


United Cigars Stores and Schulte chain tobacco retailers are cutting 
out the premium coupon system in connection with their syndicate mer- 
chandizing and cutting prices effective Friday on all the popular brands. 
Inroads on the chain stores’ turnover has been made by syndicate grocers 
and other outlets under-pricing United-Schulte’s figures. 





Pictures of Monte Carlo 


Pacific and Atlantic Photos have the first pictures ever published 
of action and crowd around tables in the game rooms at the Monte 
Carlo casino. Pictures of a roulette and chemin de fer “shimmy” game 
taken with an under-cover small-sized camera were released this week 
for general reproduction in the rotogravure and picture sections of the 
dailies, 

No interior scenes of game rooms in action at the class resorts in this 
country have ever appeared in print, 





Theatre in a Store 

In the new professional building on Broadway, between 5lst street, 
and 52d street, opposite the Warner Bros. theatre, is a double windowed 
store, about 25 foot space on the street, and enclosed with wooden 
staples, which is puzzling squarites. For there is a sign outside which 
reads that in that site Warner Bros. are erecting the most beautiful 
theatre in the world. 

What that may mean outside of a store which seems cut out for a 
wear shop, nobody knows. 

The only solution the squareites have reached is that Warner's intends 
to place within the store paraphernalia which will publicize their pic- 
tures. 





Tunney Paid Fogarty Woman $35,000 

Katheryn King Fogarty, starting suit against Gene Tunney, received 
$35,000 in cash from Tunney shortly before his last fight with Heeney. 
At that time she threatened legal action, with the lawyers compromising. 
Now she is asking $500,000, with Tunney holding an affidavit from the 
woman signed sometime ago stating she held no claim. The affidavit may 
have been following the $35,000 settlement. 

Mrs. Fogarty at one time spent most of her time when in Broadway 
nite clubs detailing her grievances against Tunney and the action she 
intended taking. That also was before she received the $35.000. 





Operator Hoffman Must Now Learn Sound 
The picture operator of Staten Island, Hoffman, acquitted after. the 
fourth trial for murder, is free but his five years in jail does not qualify 
him as a sound operator. With all of the other troubles Hoffman has 





had and the extreordinary nroceedure of trving ome 


) his life, he must learn a new event in his trade since taken into custody. 


cago’s energetic prosecutor, is all | 


Mme. Zazell is the originator of | Palmer and others. He seems to be 


man four times for | 


VARIETY 7 


Chatter in 1 Loop 


| 


Western Blood 

| New York show business is drawe 
ling plenty of new blood from this 
| territory, possibly in an attempt to 
| bolster the doddering old hamlet in 
the same manner an octogenarian 
tells his doctor to try a monkey. 
Young western boys who have made 
gzood here are trekking eastward in 
dreves and invading the burg with 


a vengeance, Among the crowd are 


Johnnie, Irving and Ferdie Simons, 
Harry and Nat Kalcheim, Sammy 
Tishman, Greenwald and Weston, 
Ez Keough and an actor named Joe, 

A. J. Balaban forth and back from 
New York. Going on vacation soon, 

Joe Howard denies he and Anna 
Case will separate. 

Eddie Clifford, in cafes here four 
years, has worked himself into 
| lights at the Green Mill. 

Reform stuff is keeping wheels 
;out of the two local amusement 
| parks temporarily. 

Report from the east said Wanda 
|Goll is seeking to untie the loop 
from Irving Foster. 

An actor rushing into an agent’s 
office: “Lend me five bucks until 
the Vitaphone craze blows over.” 

Louella Parsons, Hearst's Hollye 
wood sob chatte er, slipped inte 
town. 

A night club gal seen around @ 
booking office with an American 
Mercury under her arm. 

Mare Heiman, arriving on Cen 
tury, met by his two local cronies, 
Sam Kahl and Asher Levy. 

Actors here attempting the Holly~ 
wood fad of black shirts and white 
ties are booed as morons. 

Viola Allen, winner of a B. & Ki 
beaut contest last year, is taking 
the prize, a trip to Europe, this 
year. 

Sunday acts walking around the 
Loop midweek with plastered nosea, 
to kid brothers into thinking they 
were able to afford a nasal recone 
struction. 

N. Y. can expect big things fron 
this crowd and many others un- 
named. All are heavy eaters and 
think ginger ale poisons good likker. 
Once they tackle a thing they either 
finish it or decide to do something 
else, 

Meantime Chicago likewise its 
drawing new faces from surround- 
ing provinces and is not suffering 
any from the wholesale exodus, A 
good tipoff is that Variety’s Chi- 
cago office moves next month from 
the sixth to second floor of the 
Woods building. 








Hollywood Chatter 


(Continued from page 46) 


ing “Opportunity Week's” fined 
show. 

For the first time on the M-G 
lot three actors without previous 
screen experience are playing fea« 
tured parts. Trio is in “College 
Days” and namely are Sally Starr, 
Robert Montgomery and _e Elliott 
Nugent. 

Harold Franklin spends most of 
his “at home’ hours keeping a col« 
lie away from a@ pet parrot. Albert, 
the younger Franklin, has his eye 
set on a new car guaranteed 13@ 
m.p.h., showing what a nasty aute 
smash means to Albert. 

Tired of paying the long end on 
double-edged prices asked by Hol« 
lywood shops, picture colony is de<- 
touring on the boulevard. Result is 
that a number of merchants are 
trying to recoup this trade by of- 
fering a 10 per cent. professional 
discount. 

Vie Shapiro is plugging business 
for the Munchers, eatery at Fox’ 
Sunset studio, by picking the pr 
lunch psychological moment to di 
tribute the day’s menu on the deske 
of all executives. To date Vic has 
been paying for Joe Shea’s noon day 
repasts, Shea now being suspected 
of having a gimick in the daily coin 
tossing. 

Willie Collier’s idea on Fox’s 
“Cockeyed World,’ for which he’s 
directing the dialog, is that if they 
all don’t go to jail it'll be a great 
picture. Plenty of flip stuff in this 
one, the boys sitting around nights 
| thinking up gags, not too blue, to 





slip in. Picture is affording many 
a projection room laugh which will 
|; never see a theatre screen, some of 
it being deciared too flip by the 
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What is known as the 18-Day 


is acting like an endless chain. 


Those who have followed it report different results 
diet. The 6th day is called the hardest. 


THE 18-DAY DIET 


Diet 
nations. It is being copied and remailed in 
this especial diet, said to have been prescribed by a specialist for $500, 


WOM 


seems to be two 


England and the U. S., 


sweeping over 


as itis @ reducing 
Women like it But 


the most. 
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Wednesday, May 29, 1929 





Did You Know— 


Hollywood, May 26. 

There is a small restaurant 
here named the Bad Egg, also 
another’ called the Tough 
Steak....Sid Grauman has had 
his hair cut....Dorothy Mac- 
kaill’s dressing room is strewn 
with photographs of fellow 
stars....Ned Marron is work- 
ing on three pictures at once 
at First National....Lilyan 
Tashman is called the best 
dressed woman in Hollywood 
..--Harold Franklin's son is 
recovering from his auto acci- 
dent....Fred Marks and his 
wife, Florence Eldridge, have 
bought beach front property? 

Gala opening of “On With 
the Show” at the Warner The- 
atre found all the celebs pres- 
ent. Betty Compson, Louise 
Fazenda, Claire Windsor, Alice 
White, Gene Markey, Helen 
Twelvetrees, Sue. Carol, Nick 
Stuart, Dorothy Mackaill, 
Sammy Lee, Arthur Caesar, 
Marion Nixon, Seymour Felix, 
Mrs. Jack Warner, Sid Grau- 
man, Earl Lindsey, Larry Ce- 


ballos, Sam Hardy, Molly 
O'Day, Arthur Lake, Duncan 
Sisters, Johnny Hines, and 


Sally O'Neill. ...Interesting by- 
play occurred when Dorothy 
Mackaill appeared in the same 
sequin wrap as Alice White. 
Mackaill took hers off and 
wore it with the lining out, 
while the other young woman 
rolied hers in a ball and sat 
on it. GRRR rreerrerrrrr! 





| Gray 





Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 





Vallee Immortal 

Rudy Vallee has taken his place 
with the immortals now that “Deep 
Night” has been given a regular 
toxy presentation. Sung by Bea- 
trice Belkin and William Robyn, the 
ballet costumes were lovely, of pur- 
ple spangled bodices and maline 
that shades into light green at the 
skirt bottoms and layers of the 
green beneath. The Roxyites in 
short costumes, using the same col- 
ors, but with silver ruching around 
the neck and silver headdresses. 
Patricia Bowman on top on her 





toes, though the white marabou 
touches rather detracted from her 
costume. 
Fox Follies 
Fox Movietone Follies of 1929 


takes quite a while to get going, 
but second half and finale made up 
for the start. An undertone baliet 
in color was most effective. Lola 
Lane and Sue Carrol were cute. 
Legs got lots of camera attention. 
Sue’s closing gown was of white 
flowered taffeta with bustle effect 
and hem of large scallops, Sharon 
Lynn’s was of long white tulle and 
silk, Dixie Lee’s a bead tunic. Of 
course, there was a fashion dis- 
play and two chances for wild 
flights of fancy in trailing fabrics 
and towering headsets, lost practi- 
cally on the small screen and with- 
out color. 











Hollywood Styles 


At the Studios 


Billy Dove plays solitaire on First 
National's lot while waiting for the 
microphone to find its level. She 
is filming “Her Private Life.” There 
were kibitzers. Miss Dove wore a 
chartreuse chiffon dinner dress with 
a matching cocktail coat outlined 
in erystal beads. Skirt was made 
with traily, fluttering panels and an 
uneven hem line. 

Evelyn Brent wears a show girl 
costume in “Why Bring That Up?” 
that has no hesitancy about reveal- 

















women when dieting also like to cheat, in between or at meals. It’s 
never known whether any woman ever faithfully follows a diet. Nor 
anyone else when he’s really hungry. 
Here is the diet for the first 7 days, with another 7 days to be printed 
next week: 
ALL BREAKFASTS ALIKE 
le Grapfruit, 1 slice toast, coffee, little milk and sugar 
Tea or coffee with all meals 
First Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
% Grapefruit 2 eggs 
1 egg, anyway, but fried 1 tomato 
6 slices cucumber 14 head lettuce 
1 slice of toast 1, grapefruit 
Tea or coffee 
Second Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
1 orange Broiled steak 
1 egg le head lettuce 
%% head lettuce 1 tomato 
1 slice toast \ grapefruit 
Tea or coffee 
Third Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
% grapefruit % grapefruit 
1 egg 1 lamb chop 
% head lettuce 1 egg 
6 slices cucumber 14 head lettuce 
Tea or coffee 2 olives 
Fourth Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
% grapefruit Broiled steak 
Pot cheese Watercress 
1 tomato % grapefruit 
1 slice toast 
Tea or coffee 
Fifth Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
1 orange 4 grapefruit 
1 lamb chop % head lettuce 
% head lettuce 1 tomatoe 
‘sé 2 eggs 
. Sixth Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
1 orange poached eggs 
Tea 1 slice toast 
1 orange 
Seventh Day 
LUNCH DINNER 
% grapefruit % grapefruit 
2 eggs 2 lamb chops 
% head lettuce 6 slices cucumber 
1 tomato 2 olives 
2 olives 1 tomato 
% head lettuce 
(To be continued next week) 
By Ruth Morris 
Nutty Costuming course, I don't want to see them 


“The Four Cocoanuts” has been 
“canned”—permitting those four 


cuckoo nuts, the Mad Marxes, to 
transport their side-splitting lunacy 
to the talking screen. 

Mary Eaton, as the Polly of the 
plot, registers rather coldly, but 
sings nicely enough and dances 
charmingly. Her frocks are attrac- 
tive sports things and one slightly 
over-done evening gown. Miss Du- 
mont, in the mother role, is, as 
usual, an excellent foil for Groucho’s 
flippancies and appears extremely 
well-groomed in statuesque gowns. 
Kay Francis makes a_ stunning 
vamp. Her costumes all follow the 
new tendency toward circular treat- 
ment and are most becoming. 

The chorus appears in a multitude 
of creations all the way from pre- 
cision-number suits to correct Palm 
Beach wear. A black and white 
ballet, photographed from directly 
overhead, has great beauty and 
originality of treatment. 





Flapper at Fight 


“Oh, my dear, I'm all in a lather 
of excitement. I mean I've never 
been to a fight before and i think 
it’s just too divine. But I hope it 
doesn't get gory. I mean, if there's 

lood I'm apt to faint or some- 
thing. 

“I think it’s a terribly good idea 
having one fighter white and the 
other colored. It’s so easy to tell 
them apart. But how can the black 
one ever know when he gets a black 
eye? 

“[ think it’s terribly exciting be- 
ing at a fight. If I see as much as 
a scratch of blood, I'U fold u» with 
collapse. I mean, I'll go 19th cen- 
tury, I actually will. 

“IT hate to seem a nuisance, but 
could you get me a drink of some- 
thing? My throat’s positively blis- 
tered. Well, why don’t they fight? 
I mean, they're in the ring now and 


ghey might as well do something. Of 
€ 


‘ae ata ania nteeeemee 





really get rough. 

“My dear, did ydu see the way 
he hit him? I mean I think it’s per- 
fectly lousy to hit a man in the 
ribs when his arms are so locked 
he can’t move. 

“I wonder, would you get me a 
hot dog sandwich. They're too 
heavenly. Really, I Aaate to be su- 
perior, but I don’t see much to get 
excited about in this fighting busi- 
ness. I mean, nothing happens. Mag- 
nolia’s the only one who’s working 
hard. What I mean to say is—Lord, 
what a blow! Did vou see th—Come 
on, Chocolate Kid. Kill him! 

Isn't it just too divine?” 


Summer Shoes 

Atiractive summer shoes featured 
about town. Cousins, on 57th street, 
has ensembles consisting of match- 
ing slippers, purse and hat. Execut- 
ed in crepe printed with a delicate 
plumey design. Done in gray, mul- 
berry, blue and multi-colored ef- 
fects and perfectly lovely. 

Livingston, on Madison, has a 
sports Oxford done in white and 
brown woven leathers, Mesh is very 
fine and the shoe beautifully mold- 
ed. 

Delman, farther down the Street, 
has an attractive two-toned pump 
with black quarters. Also has 
printed kids in the sports models, 
one, finely mottled, with imposition 
of white and black in a leaf design. 

There is an attractive version of 
the moccasin at Glassberg’s Madi- 
son avenue shop. Done in white or 
beige kid with cut-outs on the 
vamp and heavy leather’s stitching 
in brown joining the shoe to a rub- 
ber shoe. Effe:. is very smart, 
though hardly petite. 





“Blues” at Paramount 
The Paramount theatre is singing 
the “Wall Street Blues” this week 
along with the ef the 
Rita Owin, in eccentric costume, 
appears for a loose-jointed number 


reet notian 
ort aacacaUane 


ing every contour. Supple bodice is 
flesh souffle beaded with cut outs 
over flesh net to hold it together. 
Rose tulle and ostrich fashions the 
long, full skirt. Through a clever 
use of vertical lines in the beading 
Miss Brent is given added height 
and grace, 





Betty Compson’s Color Dress 

Betty Compson plays the Queen 
in Warners’ “On With the Show.” 
She has a musical comedy prima 
donna’s version of a queen’s robe 
alternating between a lot in some 
places and almost nothing in 
others. 

Dress is transparent black souffle 





and later for some fast stepping 
with Barnet & Clark. Ethel Norris, 
a delightful comedienne, works op- 
posite Jack Osterman and is styl- 
ishly clad in a light-colored ensem- 
ble with much fox fur and a beau- 
tiful evening dress of a rich blue 
satin. 





Vodka Life 
The Little Carnegie Playhouse has 
gone Russian with Sovkino’s “The 
Village of Sin,” an atmospheric film 
of life ina vodka village. The film 
was directed by Olga Preobrezhens- 
kaya—a woman of letters, 


No great amount of originality or 
imagination was brought to bear on 
the costumes for the Gluck-Sorel 
numbers—regulation page boy suits, 
evening dresses with an unbecom- 
ing line and trite gold precision 
frocks with the usual ostrich head- 
dresses. 





Photographic Values 

Mary Brian, heroine in ‘““The Man 
I Love,” was dressed by someone 
who knew the photographic values 
of clothes. She appears in dark 
lustrous materials, with well-cut 
necklines softened by simple drapes. 
Her hats are of the turban variety, 
with erratic little twists that give 
them very good style. 

Baclanova, as a charming home- 
wrecker, wears the usual amount of 
lace and other soft, clinging fabrics. 
She looks particularly stunning in a 


etmmniec black «21 ‘ 
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olletage and beautifully hung hem- 
‘line, 





“Orientale” Balloons 


Capitol stage presentation “Ori- 
entale” ordinary, but set interest- 
ing with its gold and black effects 
and the orchestra placed high be- 
tween black pillars spirraled in gold. 
Costumes naturally of the halloon 
trousers style when they weren't 
ankle length skirts and a few beads. 
Colors were lovely in the skirt cos- 
tumes, each using two, one for the 
outer skirt and another for the 
many layers under it. Ginger Rog- 
ers is a nice youngster in a youth- 
ful green organdy frock. Chita 
didn’t take advantage of her name, 
her costume being a half yard of 
white lace for a scarf and as much 
covering as a cigar. Burnoff posed 
around while his partner Josephine 
startled the audience with some new 
positions on her toes. 





State Favorites 
Stuart and Lash and their Cava- 
liers found much favor at the State 
this week. Miss Powers added to 
their scenery in an orchid crepe 
frock with a little ribbon decora- 





beaded in a comet design worn over 
fleshings. Cloak, of cerise velvet 
elaborately jeweled, hangs from a 
tremendous upstanding and out- 
standing collar of pearls and rhine- 
stones and makes a very long, very 
regal train. Good dress for color 
photography which dominates this 
picture. 





Luncheon Parade 

It was a local restaurant which 
originally doped out the fashion 
parade for the purpose of hushing 
the terrific din raised by the Iowans 
when a picture player appeared on 
the entrance dais of this cafe. 
Frayed nerves said that something 
must be done to still, if only for a 
moment, the excited feminine 
shrieks rising from the huddled 
tables at the sight of film stars. So 
the May Company is sending in 
models, 

Of beauteous girls there is a plen- 
titude. They start in backless 
bathing suits, exotic pajamas, those 
Hollywood evening gowns. 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Manning, with Deno and 
Rochelle, announces her engage- 
ment to Peppino, of Peppino and 
Carthe (brother to Deno), 

Charles Wadsworth Parsons, 
bandsman, to Dorothy Domeger, in 
Albany. Parsons is a member of 
Lloyd Huntley’s Isles of Blues or- 
chestra now in Denver. 

Richard Myers to Carol Smith, 
Philadelphia soctety girl, in Philly, 
May 25. Myers is a songwriter and 
locally prominent socially as well. 
Aimedee J. Van Beuren, film pro- 





ducer, to Mrs. Ethel V. Anderson 
(non-pro), May 25. 
Edith Luckett Robbins, legit, to 


Dr. Loyal Davis, of the Northwest- 
ern University, Chicago, May 21. 


Wiliam AUSLIN, ’aramount come- 
|}dian, to Dora May, screen actress, 








tion and in a green silk cape frock, 
tied at the throat and sleeveless, 
Miss Fisher danced a bit in some 
sombre silk fringe and a pretty silk 
shawl, 

Miss Tennyson (Fein and Tenny- 
son) looked slimmest in her finale 
change, a pink maline and bead 
gown, a previous green taffeta with 
purple sash. A yellow Spanish cos. 
tume made her look larger. 

Jordy and Aleer present their 
whole company in the same colors 
at the opening, three girls harmon- 
izing and two boys dancing, all in 
deep blue and silver, the girls vel. 
vet and tulle, boys velvet and sat. 
in and themselves also in velvet, 
Finale was in black and white, the 
trio in taffeta whose triple tiers, 
diagonally draped alternated the 
b. and w., the boys in tuxedoes and 
the girl of the team in black velvet 
with little touches of color at the 
neck. The three girls made a pleas- 
ing group in spotted jackets and 
siik frocks of green, the coats a 
dark shade that matched their slip- 
per bows. 





Mary Nolan’s Girth 
At the 55th St. Cinema, in “Flev- 
en Who Were Loyal,” Mary Nolan 
looks like a German housefrau. She 
had completely lost her girth con- 
trol when this was made. It’s a 
safe bet the shorter skirts and’ 
bobbed hair were her own contri- 
bution to “Mary von Wedel,” the 
girl whose brother sacrificed him- 
self for her boy friend. This fea- 
ture proves Europe had no hand in 
Mary Nolan’s success on the screen 
except as an example of what not 
to be and do, among the latter 
wear mittens and no hat in church, 





Irene Rich Charming 
Several women at the Palace this 
week, including the ones Ruby Nor-. 
ton presented herself as, but Irene 
Rich had no real competition. 
Should make the stage her future 
instead of the screen to be fully ap- 
preciated. She made her first ap- 
pearance in a _ graceful flowered 
chiffon whose short jacket had 
flowing capelike sleeves, hiding un- 
der a wide brimmed leghorn hat. 
Her evening gown of pink maline 
skirt and lace and taffeta bodice 
that joined in a pointed line, a large 
bow of violet taffeta ribbon at the 
center waist in front had pointed 
ends to the hem, her slippers also 
violet shade, made a charming pic- 
ture. She wore her hair parted in 
the middle as she does in pictures. 

None of Ruby Norton’s own cos- 
tumes added to her appearance 
though as Jeritza she glittered in 
crystal fringe, as Lillian Russel she 
filled pink velvet and as Sophie 
Tucker she wore shades of pink 
crepe the darker ones of which 
made the gowns appear faded. 
Carter De Haven’s daughter has 
lovely hair and educated feet. After 
disposing of a white ostrich cape 
and white crepe gown she naturally 
went into a blue velvet and then a 
green silk frock to harmonize with 
her auburn tresses. Miacahua, one 
girl who has great success following 
the straight and narrow—a wire— 
made a grand entrance in pink and 
white ostrich, plumes for a head- 
dress, tips covering a long train. 





Ruth Elder in Films 

“The Winged Horseman” has 
speed, thrills including a shooting 
match while Hoot Gibson and the 
villain descend in parachutes, and 
an attractive leading lady, Ruth 
Elder. Ruth wore black and white 
mostly,in sport frocks, printed chif- 
fons and, naturally, her aviation out- 
fit. Her wide-brimmed white felt 
had a biack hairline at the brim 
edge and around the crown. Under 
a short black velvet jacket the 
white silk frock was marked with 
a black band making a square neck- 
line and again on the skirt. Her 
final fiight was in all white silk 
with deep collar. Hoot is fussy, his 
motorcycle with its vest-pocket 
machine gun was white, his auto 
and his plane also white. 





Viola Dana 
Viola Dana, in “One Splendid 
Hour,” a horrible example of what 
happens to society girls who look 
and act like rowdies when they go 
in for thrills. Viola in a rough- 
and-tumble fight is a stock scene 
Kicking long lace ruffles or wrig- 
gling in a tweed suit made with a 
wrap-around = skirt, her childish 
prank was too childish for her ap- 
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Thanhouser Film Corp. was one 
of the important producers. It was 
advertising “the costliest serial ever 
prought out,” “The Million Dollar 
Mystery,” by Harold McGrath, sce- 
nario by Lester Lonergan. 


Loew’s had given up the Broad- 
way theatre May 1 and now the 
Keith people leased it with the plan 
of booking in headline attractions 
from the Palace and setting up op- 
position to Loew's American. Move 
inspired by ceaseless challenge of 
Loew’s to haughty “big time.” 
(Both Broadway and American 
have now departed from theatre 
field within two months.) 


~—_—_-— 


Morosco’s Burbank theatre, Los 
Angeles, promised * novelty in a 
stage play that concained film se- 
quences. Certain passages could 
not be presented within the com- 
pass of the stage, so action would 


switch from stage to screen and 
back. 

Fire swept Cleveland causing 
$1,500,000 damage. Forty cars of 


the Ringling circus, caught in the 
freight yard, were destroyed. 


Sigmund Lubin of Philadelphia, 
licensee of the Patents Co, and a 
major film producer, offered David 
Belasco contract calling for $300,000 
in 10 years and half the profits for 
use of Belasco’s stage material. 
Tender was made through Morris 
Gest, who was to get a bonus of 
$10,000 if he could bring the parties 
together for a deal. Lasky got 
Belasco as an ally instead. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





The fight game had its side an- 
gles. Johnny Dwyer fought for the 
heavyweight title for $1,000 a side, 
but now he was to have a benefit, 
which meant that he presided over 
an athletic carnival at Gilmore’s 
Garden, probably for what in those 
days was a nice piece of change. 


Being a champ, however, brought 
responsibilities. Dwyer had been 
title holder only about a week when 
Paddy Ryan came through with a 
challenge, beautifully simple in its 
terms. Ryan posted $100 with the 
Clipper and demanded Dwyer act 
on the defi within a week, where- 
upon he would post the rest. 


Writing from Italy Godayou 
Japanese troup announces its in- 


tention to visit America again, ad- 
ding that it had been here 14 years 
before (1865) the first Jap troup 
that ever performed in the States. 


The headline “Trigger in Ken- 
tucky” refers to a pigeon shoot at 
the Louisville Gun Club, and not 
to a set-to between feudists in that 
state, 


Maybe this is where Steve Brodie 
got his hunch. A chump named 
Harry P. Peer, from Canada, leaped 
from the Niagara Suspension 
Bridge, distance of 192 feet, into 
the Niagara river and lived. 


Sally and Jeff DeAngeles were to 
Play in a sensational melodrama 
named “One Word.” 


Apropos of the 350th anniversary 
of Shakespeare’s death and the ob- 
Servance of the event in England 
Clipper laments the absence of any 
recognition of the Bard in America. 
Clipper asked a legit manager why 
not a Shakespearean revival. Man- 


acer’s reply was just about what 

it would be in 1929: “It would be 

kieai, if we couid give ’em ‘Pina- 
“Pinafore” 


fore’,” being the current 


fave, 


e; : 


See 


29, 1929 


| “Artists and Models” manner. 
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nside Stuli—Fictures 
Ollie Mack, who inherited bulk of fortune Jeft by Joseph Spiers, his 
brother-in-law, wants to revive the team of Murray and Mack in “Fin- 
negan’s Ball” for a tour of Australia. Mack, who lives in New York, 
will receive around $300,000 of the $400,000 Spiers estate. He has made 
overtures to Charlie Murray, his one-time partner. Murray is under- 


stood to have declined the proposal as he figures his picture work means 
more to him financially. 





Fox is going revue in more ways than one on the Coast. Publicity 
and advertising on “Fox Follies’ in Los Angeles bas had that distinct 
revue tinge of undressed gals with “Sexology” the top line in the ads. 

Pamphlets sent out also contain pictures of the girls undraped in the 
Picture opened at L. A. Criterion Fri- 
day on a straight grind, first show being at 11 a. m. 


Paul Fejos, who directed “Broadway” for Universal, had eight seund 
camera booths camouflaged to blend into the big cabaret set of the pic- 
ture. Booths are in conspicuous places but had action in frent of them 
and claim is that no outsiders can spot them. 

At one time Fejos had eight cameras working, the biggest battery 
used on this special. 


De! Goodman, far eastern manager for Fox, is convinced that the 
talkers are going to be okay in the Orient. His contention is that 80 
per cent. of the people attending theatres showing foreign pictures in 
China and Japan and can afford it, speak English. Goodman, who left 
the Coast May 25 for the Chicago convention, and then New York, is 
making his first visit to this country in feur years. 

Goodman maintains that English is now the commercial language of 
the world, pointing out that an exhibitor in Shanghai, who also has a 
theatre in Canton, converses with his manager there in English because 
of the wide difference in their native tongues, despite the proximity of 
location. Foreign rep maintains there will be no more than the normal 
technical difficulties in wired houses, as both Japanese and Chinese op- 
erators are mechanically adept. 

Sidelights on far eastern exhibition include the showing of “Ten Com- 
mandments” in Java, “featuring Moses and a whistling orchestra of 20.” 
That whistling band is on the level. 20 men in the pit whistling through- 
out each showing. Also, Osaga, Japan, has an harmonica town band of 
100, which the film theatre boys use for exploitation in parades, etic, 


Although popular in small towns, operatic stuff is now regarded as 
unprofitable on the sound sereen because of the exorbitant prices of 
operatic talent. Warners have paid around $200,000, by report, to pay off 
contracts for ‘shorts entered into in the early days with stars of the 
concert world. Most of these contracts were made without the formality 
of tests, with officials assuming an operatic voice was okay anywhere. 

In view of the present theatre exhibition situation, the following ap- 
pearing in last week’s Variety’s 15 Years Ago (in 1915) department, 
sounded curious: 

Big exhibitors were seeking to tie up leading film product and the 
producers were beginning to look upon the practice as a menace to 
their position. Variety, discussing the situation, pointed eut that it 
may ultimately force the producer into theatre ownership, although 
nothing had yet come out in that connection. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has an income outside his picture earnings. 
Until he is 21 he receives $20,000 a year from his father. Besides this, 
the senior Doug has also established a $260,000 trust fund for his boy 
which the latter will receive when he is 25, 





Story is circulating on the Coast that Prof. Lawrence Marston, the 
man who tells Carl Laemmle what's right and wrong in pictures, got 
his job with the U chief when he informed the latter that he had told 
the M-G-M distribution group the truth on production in 43 instances 
and that his opinion was right in 41 of them. 


Howard Hughes holds the Hollywood record for being the most liberal 
angel to both studio and office building landlords. Story is that the big 
hearted boy producer has maintained an elaborate suite of four offices 
in the Taft building for the past two years and has not been in them 
more than twice during this time. Impossible to estimate the cost of 
furnishing this suite, but it’s reported in excess of $200,000 including 
Persian rugs, oils, hand carved furniture with the leather cured to order 
in Germany. Means of communication are the last word with direct 
lines to both his studio offices and the L. A. stock exchange. 





Leew's business is now at the neak of its record. It started upward 
almost at once after Loew’s stock control buy by William Fox. Loew’s 
theatres are doing a rush trade while the Metro renta] income is sky 
high. 





Leo Carrillo, who created the title part in “Magnolia” on the stage but 
who dees not appear in the picture version, has been drafted by Arch 
Reeve of the Paramount publicity forces to function as m. ec. for a 
trailer made on the picture. 


It has cost Paramount $200,000 to obtain and straighten out the pic- 
ture and talker rights to “Vagabond King” which goes into production 
July 15. It was necessary to make payments to the owners of the book 
rights of “If I Were King,” also to those who held the dialog rights of 
the operetta by that name as well as to the owners of a picture made 
some years ago by E. H. Sothern under the title of “Vagabond King.” 

New picture will be directed by Ludwig Berger and is to have Dennis 
King and Jeanette McDonald in the _ principal parts. Herman 
Mankieewicz is making the screen and dialog adaptations, 

Lou Goldberg, in charge of the Paramount, Brooklyn, has worked out 
a schedule of exploitation and promotion for each of the 30 days in June. 
It contains besides straight promotion matter, ideas how to stand off 
counter open air attractions. 

Editor of Publix Opinion, Publix organ, thought so much of the Gold- 
berg lay out, Publix Opinion is giving considerablé space to it this week. 
Along with it is an invitation in the paper to other Paramount managers 
to submit similar ideas. The paper says if seven of the 30 thoughts get 
over, it will be a good percentage, while the continual plugging along 
the exploitation line must bring a more or less apparent result. 

Somewhat unique in house management for a manager to think out 
anew gag daily for 30 consecutive days, and then hep to it. If all house 
managers would or could do the same thing in whole or part, not only 


for Publix but every chain, picture theatre exhibition business would 
be a continuous pleasurable profit. 
Arty theatres are finally getting wise to the cooling system enticer 


for summer draw. While not trying io undermine heat by the thirty 


and forty degrees possible for the big houses to accomplish with their 
Jack Front machines, the arties are geing in for juniors, figuring a half 
job better than none. 

The first to go in for additional artificiality is the 55th Street, New 
York. This advises its sophisticated brethern that the system being in- 
stalled will knock 10 per cent off average heat coming up isdin SUIGMHET 
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How far the demands of the stage hands seem to go in some theatres 
} 
i}May be seen in a reported instance in Jersey City. An act driving in 


his auto to a vaudfilm theatre over there carrying his own drop was 
informed by the stage hands he couldn't bring it into the house. Asking 
why, actor was told it had not been transported by union labor. 

Appealing to the house manager that weakling did not dare to assert 
any authority and the act had to appear without its drop. 


the 


Veteran gag, but worked in the William Morris office, Chicago. With 
the waiting benches full of performers, an actor started a harangue 
against the office. 

“Here we are,” he said, “good acts waiting out here while the agents 
are playing pinochle and pretending they're in conference. No wonder 
they lose good acts, and here’s where they lose another. No use waiting 
here; come on, let’s blow.” 

He marched out of the office and several of the crowd followed suit. 
Within five minutes he was back, without his followers, 


New angie of the stock burlesque runway leader thing is that the pop- 
ular gals are in great demand for club dates. Some of the girls can make 
almost as much from clubs as they do in the theatre, only they have 
to hold their stock jobs to hold their following. 

Apropos of clubs, player most in demand is Joe Gallagher, who does 
nothing else. He has refused a vaude route at $350, and club specialists 
have to book him like a railroad time-table so he can cover as many as 
five clubs in a night. Formerly a singing waiter. 


Keith agents are kicking over the 7Tths in salary on the splits. 
have pointed out injustices to the Keith bookers. 
adjusted. 


They 
Some points may be 


Fred Waring is doing a burn-up against George Choos who con- 
densed the former Waring’s Pennsylvanians starring musical produc- 
tion into an RKO vaudeville unit and is allegedly doing a copy of the 
Waring band routines, Choos has adepted stuff which Waring himself 
couldn't do in the show, being compelled to cut it out in the musical, 
Waring says. 

Waring is also burning because Choos allegedly approached Tom 
Waring, his brother, once a member of the band and now a vaudeville 
single (tenor), for the purpose of having Tom Waring head a band unit 
and thus be able to call it Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 

“Hello Yourself” unit goes to the coast on the Orpheum. Fred War- 
ing is complaining it is beating him out there and will handicap him 
on a proposed western tour. 


The way some of the many stereotyped flash acts around today—they 
get in your hair—change their names with every date to fool the bookers, 
they are wasting much of their own time, as well as that of others. 

It frequently happens that Variety runs a notice on a flash two weeks 
in succession under New Acts, with the act reviewed under a different 
label each time and by different reviewers. Since Variety’s reviews are 
written so soon after the show is caught, there is no way for the re- 
porter to check on identity, though titles of unknown acts are taken in 
good faith, anyway. 

It also happens and just as often, that an act may be caught and 
praised under “Dancing Dizzies” one week and the following week 
caught by another reviewer under “Spring Fantasie” and panned. That 
boomerang gees with the unwarranted and undercover title change. 


Inside Stufl—Legit 


Bernard Shaw's newest play, “The Apple Cart,’ was produced last 
in Warsaw. Mr. Shaw, asked why he let it be produced first 
in Poland, said that the Polish producer is a very aggressive man. Not 
much known about the play over here except that it has a king as its 
leading character and that this king, among other adventures, gets into 
a boudoir. 

One of the eharaeters is named Vanhattan, which must give Barney 
some tieup either with Manhattan, N. Y., or Manhattan, Kansas. 





At the Percy G. Williams Home for professionals at Islip, Long Island 
are at present 22 guests. 


Kenneth MacGowan is at his summer home in Brewster, N. Y., work- 
ing on a book for fall publication which will be a survey of all sorts of 
theatrical conditions over the country. MacGowan has been out all 
winter under the auspices of the Carnegie Corporation (allied with the 
Foundation) collecting data and has traveled some 20,000 miles. <A part 
of the time he was lecturing for the Theatre Guild ahead of the tour- 
ing “Strange Interlude” but filling in his spare moments with the re- 
search. At the conclusion of his work with “Interlude” he traveled about 
14,000 miles and arrived at the conclusion that some of the little the- 
atres are fast developing into local companies of possibilities. 


Marcus Heiman’s interest with A. L. Erlanger is said to be principally 
that of a partner in a number of theatres. The former Orpheum Circuit 
head is credited with having bought half ef Erlanger’s New York and 
Erlanger’s Buffalo, both of which are new. Other theatres also in the 
deal, the Jatter probably including the Erlanger house in Cincinnati. 


Although Morris Gest in announcing plans for next season included 
Leonore Ulric to tour in “Mima,” it is almost a certainty the show will 
not go to the read, with or without the star. Miss Ulric is reported hav- 
ing refused to consider the Gest management recently. Gest splurged 
in newspaper advertising not long ago, announcing that he had as- 
sumed the management of “Mima” for the balance of its engagement in 
New York and for a tour. Though he had no actual hand in the man- 
agement since then, his name appeareds on the house boards. It is 
believed David Belasco so favored his son-in-law to aid the proposed 
out of town showings, and it is likely the date here would have been 
curtailed but for the Gest road plan. Belasco himself never had any 
intention of sending the show out. It teok nine weeks to ready the 
intricate production, which required structural changes for its manipula- 
tion. Estimates are that it would take at least two weeks to reconstruct 
any other stage to house the production. How Gest proposed to over- 
come such a handicap was not explained, with or without Miss Ulric. 

Miss Ulric departed for the coast Saturday for six months with Wil- 


liam Fox. Among the pictures she is to star in is “Frozen Justice.” She 
may return next winter, but wil] likely remain in pictures all of next 
season, 


Arthur Hammerstein won and he didn’t in the matter of Helen Kane 
when her absence from “Good Boy” was settled by Equity’s Council 
last week. The same goes for Miss Kane. Because she failed to acquaint 
the manager of her address here when she left Boston, where the show 
is playing, Equity thougbt she should be spanked a week’s salary, $450, 
Her claim of iliness was subsiantiated. But had she returned to the 
show, it micht month 10 a profit, insiead of abruptly 
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Comedie Francais Asks $16,800 Whly 
To Tour U. S: for Six Weeks in Fall 


The French 
ized theatre 


Government 
acting company, Com- 


die Francais, is considering a six- 
week rep engagement over here this 
fall under the auspices of Ambas- 
sador Paul Claudel, French play- 


wright and head of the French lega- 
tion in Washington. 

If negotiations are completed the 
first tour of the French players in 
this country will be under the man- 
agement of the Producers Central 
Bureau, newly formed legit organ- 
ization, which holds a four months’ 
option on the French players’ ser- 
vices on this side. 

Jean Herve is the directing head 
of the Comedie Francais, estab- 
lished in 1680. It is said to be the 
only existing government controlled 
classical theatre company operat- 
ing on either side of the Atlantic. 

Herve is asking 70,000 francs a 
day for his company of 22 players, 
including Cecil Sorel. This means 
$2,800 a day or $16,800 weekly. Op- 
tion provides for eight shows a 
week and a so-called poetical mat- 
inee, the latter consisting of an aft- 
ernoon of one-act plays or dramatic 
lectures. 

Tentative schedule calls for the 
French players to open in Wash- 
ington, with a week in Philadelphia, 
two in New York, one in Boston 
and one in Montreal. 

Jean de Size, Paris agent for the 
prospective producers here of the 
French company, claims this is the 
first option on its services ever 
given. 

Among the plays in the repertoire 
of the company are Moliere’s “The 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” Alfred de 
“You Can’t Play With 
Love,” Beaumarche’s “Marriage of 
Figaro” and “Barber of Seville,” 
both done regularly here and abroad 
by opera companies; Erckman- 
Chatrian’s “My Friend Fritz,” 
Francois de Curel’s “The New Idol,” 
Henry Bataille’s “The Wedding 
March” and Brieux’ “The Red 
Robe.” ; 

If the producing concern, which 
consists of William Farnsworth, 
Harold Hayman, Marion Francis and 
Jo Mielziner, can get the Comedie 
Francais company to shave that 
70,000 francs a day asking price 
they will seek financial backing 
from international bankers, said to 
be already interested artistically in 
the proposition, with the P. C. B. 
figuring in on a weekly salary basis 
for its managerial services. 


Lieggy Releases Wheeler 


Flo Ziegfeld ended a dispute with 
Bert Wheeler by quitting his claim 
of a two year oral contract which 
the manager contended the come- 
dian agreed to. Wheeler stated he 
talked with Zieggy about a contract 
but there was no discussion of 
terms. His present contract ex- 
tends until Dec. 31, but no new 
show engagement has been indi- 
cated by the manager. 

Wheeler left for the coast Tues- 
day to go in the picture version of 
“Rio Rita,” the Ziegfeld show in 
which the comedian appeared. It is 
to be made by Radio Pictures. 

Permission for Wheeler for the 
picture job was granted prior to the 
argument over the oral contract. He 
will return to “Rio Rita” in the 
fall. 








Hausa Stock Tryouts 


Cleveland, May 28. 

Shuberts planning to make their 
local theatre, the Hanna, a try-out 
house for new plays during sum- 
mer months. 

Understanding is that a standing 
company may also be installed, with 
policy of bringing in what stars are 
necessary. If show clicks, entire 
cast would go on road. 

Shuberts hope by this plan to 
keep theatre open entire year. 
Hanna usually closes early in June. 
Last attraction definitely booked for 
it is “Broadway Nights,” to have 
premiere here June 9. 


P. E. Guild Aid Plan 


The Episcopal Actors’ Guild plans 
a theatrical colony near New York 
where stage folks following sich ess 
or a breakdown may recuperate at 
a moderate price. 

A committee is now in search of 
a site and is also seeking funds for 
endowing the project. Percy Moore 
is executive secretary. 
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Season’s Worst Show 


The hardest panned show of 
the season was the all-colored 
“Pansy.” Maceo Pinkard (col- 


ored) produced it at the Bel- 


mont last week. 











Future Plays 


“Dark Hours,” by Don Marquis, 
drama concerning the last 24 hours 
in the life of Christ will be pro- 
duced in the fall under the manage- 
ment of the Producers Central Bu- 
reau. Play is not a spectacle. 

“The Morning After,” by G. Staf- 
ford Dickens. Cast being assembled, 


Author will direct. William A. 
Brady producer. 
“The Eternal Quest,” by Jane 


Murfin, renamed “Stripped.” Lionel 
Atwill directing and appearing in 
the star role, Others are: Jessie 
Boyce Landis, Charles Trowbridge, 
Frederick Truesdale, Anne Suther- 
land, Ferdinand Hast, Marion Ma- 
jeroni. 

“Week End,” by Austin Parker, 
first production to be staged by the 
recently formed Bela Blau, Inc. For 
this fall, 

“Mystery Square” to undergo 
some changes and be given another 
fling, by Charles K, Gordon, 

“Woman’s Whole Existence,” new 
play by Harry Chapman Ford, to 
be produced by Clark Ross in fall. 

The first production of Regent 
Productions, Inc., “The Tired Busi- 
ness Man,” opens at the Waldorf 
theatre June 3. 

Recast, “Bedfellows” opens in 
Philadelphia June 17. It flopped 
with original thespians in Flatbush 
two months ago, 

“The Son of Lucretia Borgia,” by 
Edward Elsner, opens in Atlantic 
City June 17. Produced by Ber- 
nard Levey, Hyman Adler’s p. a. 

Hyman Adler has begun casting 
“The Poor Fish,” by Leon Cunning- 


ham, author of “Neighbors” and 
“Hospitality.” 
“Just the Other Day,” musical 


play with a story of New York of 





25 years ago, to be produced by 
Arthur Hammerstein this summer. 
Oscar’ Hammerstein and Jerome 
Kern wrote book and music. Helen 
Morgan to play lead. 

“Mendel, Inc.” by David Freed- 
man, adapted from the playwright’s 
novel, “Mendal Marantz,” will be 
produced in the fall by Lew Cantor 
in association with Eddie Cantor. 
Joe Smith and Charlie Dale (Avon 
Comedy Four) will play the leads in 
this farce-comedy. 

“Sisters of the Chorus,” by Mar- 
tin Mooney and Thomgon Burtis. 
First production by newly formed 
Showshop, Inc. William Caryl cast- 
ing. 

“Troyka,” from the Hungarian of 
Irme Fazekas, for production in 
Sept. by Laura D. Wilck. 

“The Melody of Love,” by Her- 
bert Ashton, Jr., rehearsing. Roy 
Walling producing. 

“Right Off the Boat,” which will 
have a brief road fling and then 
come into New York for the sum- 


mer, has a cast including Fritzi 
Scheff, Charles Purcell, Frank 
Beaston, Stella DeMette, Jerry 
White, Warren Pitlinger, Gladys 


Feldman, Paul Porter (stage man- 
ager), Doris Canfield, Mabel Withee, 
Dorothy Ince, Al Jordan, Harry S. 
Miller and Armsworth Arnold. 

‘“Borrowed Love,” by Bide Dud- 
ley. For Broadway week of June 
17. J. Osborne Clemson, producer. 


Cast includes Mary Fowler, Rich- 
ard Gordon, Barry O'Neill. 
A musical version of “Creoles” 


will be produced by the Shuberts. 
It was a drama written by Samuel 
Shipman, tried out on the coast, and 
had a brief stay on Broadway. Sig 
Romberg is doing the score, Otto 
Harbach the book and Irving Caesar 
the lyrics. Guy Robertson will be 
featured. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Willard Holcomb, advance “Cy- 
rano de Bergerac.” 
William Fields, who recently 


joined Loew’s reorganized press de- 
partment of which E. L. Delaney is 
in charge, resigned last week. Fields 
will do the press work for Elitch’s 
Gardens stock in Denver for the 
summer, returning to the Jones and 





Green staff from which he 
porarily withdrew for 
berth, 


tem- 


the Loew 


Erlanger Hangs On to 
50% of Miller Theatre 


Under a decision handed down by 

Justice Cotillo in New York Su- 
preme Court last week it was de- 
cided A. lL. Erlanger’s 50 per cent. 
participation in the profits of the 
Henry Miller theatre did not end 
with Henry Miller’s death in April, 
1926, but ran until September, 1929. 
yilbert Miller, as executor for his 
father’s estate, sought to prove that 
the contract entered into by Henry 
Miller and Erlanger for the opera- 
tion of the theatre under the firm 
name of the BE. & M. Theatre Corp., 
was practically a personal service 
arrangement between them, 
Erlan ver sought to have the ar- 
rangement interpreted as extending 
to cover the ground lease, which 
expires in 1937, This portion of the 
suit was decided in favor of Gilbert 
Miller. Accordingly the E. & M. 
Theatre Corp.’s sublease on the 
Henry Miller Theatre held by as- 
signment ends Sept. 1. 


Cast Changes 


Joseph Toner’ replaces 
Evans, “Music in May.” 
Stark Patterson replaced Eddie 
Tierney, and Bert Matthew replaces 
Gil Squires in “Spring Is Here.” 
Irene Dunne in place of Norma 
Terris, “Show Boat,” at Boston. 


Four Shows Out 


Every week-end has its sudden 
closings. Three were added to last 
week’s withdrawals. However, one 
show slated to stop is continuing, 
business jumping for “Strange In- 
terlude,” which is now aimed for 
June continuance. But one attrac- 
tion was announced to go off this 
Saturday, but, as usual, others on a 
week-to-week basis may turn out 
the lights. , 

“Lady Fingers,” presented by 
Lyle D. Andrews, closed at the Lib- 
erty Saturday, though listed to play 
until June 1. It ran 17 weeks to 
moderate business. Had been get- 
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Unfortunate “Jobers” Always Are 
Jobbing—Cant Do Anything Else 








Shows in Rehearsal 





“Show Girl” (Flo Ziegfeld), 


Ziegfeld. 

“Vanities” (Earl Carroll), 
Carroll, 

“The Jazz Regiment” (Sam 
Grisman), Coachmen’s- Hall 
(138th street). 

“Bamboola” (Irving Cooper), 
Liberty. 

“Borrowed Love” (John O. 
Clemens), Klaw. 

“Right Off the Boat” (C, 


Brown), Vanderbilt. 
“Broadway Nights”. 
berts), Forrest. 
“Nice Women” 
Longacre. 
“Mouthpiece” 
lins), K, C. Hall. 


Trouble Over “Skidding” 
And Birns’ Furniture 


William Birns, angel of numerous 
Broadway plays and owner of half 
interest in “Skidding” has served 
papers on Hyman Adler, producer, 
charging conspiracy to obtain con- 
trol of the show. 

There were four members of the 
board of directors of Skidding, Inc. 
Birns had a second and so did Adler 
but Birns’ man died. Adler, Birns 
then charges, got another of his 
men on the board. 

Adler says Birns tried to “under- 
mine” him in the production of the 
“Skidding” road shows in Chicago 
and Philadelphia until finally worn 
out by the numerous nagging letters 
and telegrams, Adler closed both 
road companies. 

Birns has engaged a non-theatri- 
cal lawyer, A. Greenburg. Think- 


(Shu- 
(L. Weber), 


(Frank Col- 

















ting $16,000 to $17,000. 





LADY FINGERS 
Opened Jan. 31. Notices uni- 
formly favorable. Atkinson 
(Times) declared: “Continu- 
ously gay and spirited.” Win- 
chell (Graphic) reported: “A 
mighty pleasant show.” 
Variety (Abel) thought: 
“Moderate run.” 











“Congratulations,” presented at 
the National by Lawrence Shubert 
Lawrence, will be taken off after 
trying for five weeks. Started mildly 
at $7,000 and slipped instead of im- 
proving. 





CONGRATULATIONS 
Opened April 30. Passed up 
by the first stringers. 
Variety (Rush) said: “Little 
to indicate box office vitality.” 
foe semaine: 


“Appearances,” independently pre- 
sented, stopped at the Mansfield last 
Saturday. Played eight weeks for 
no reason. Pace around $3,500, and 
only by virtue of guaranteeing 
house did it last after second week. 
1 ) 

APPEARANCES 

Opened April 1. Pinch hit- | 

ters caught this one, too. Va- 


riety said: “Flop revival of a 
flop.” 




















“Messin” Around,” colored revue, 
folded up at the Hudson Tuesday of 
last week, the ghost failing to walk. 
Stuck around for five- losing weeks. 
$4,000 or Iess. 
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MESSIN’ AROUND 


Opened April 22. Second 
stringers accorded it scant con- 
sideration. 











Discouraged? No! 


Undeterred by the flop of their 
“Pansy,” the colored show which 
lasted but two days on Broadway, 
Pinkard and Riley, who have an 
“angel,” will present “Black Scand- 
als” shortly, starring Ethel Waters 
and Sheldon Brooks, 


GUS THOMAS’ WET STAND 

Augustus Thomas, playwright, 
has been added to the board of di- 
rectors of the Association Against 
the Prohibition Amendment, accord- 





ing to an announcement from the 
association’s headquarters, Wash- 
ineton 

Hugh Hume, Portland, Oregon 





editor is another 





ing that Adler would engage a 
cousin of his who is a lawyer and 
also secretary in the “Skidding” of- 
fice, Birns also served the eousin 
with papers. But Adler has en- 
gaged ‘Abner J. Roubien to defend 
him. 

The long tiff with Birns iaehetel, 
Adler says, when Adler refused to 
buy the furniture for a second com- 
pany of “Skidding” from Birns, who 
is in the furniture business. Birns 
had charged $1,963 for furniture for 
the original company. Adler and 
his wife bought better furniture for 
$750 and Birns got sore, Adler 


Three Doubling 


Three of the cast of “Uncle Van- 
ya” are “doubling.” Morris Carnov- 
sky is appearing in “The Camel 
Through the Needle’s Eye.” Fran- 
chot Tome in “The Age of Inno- 
cence,” and Rose Keane assists in 
the Shumlin office when not act- 
ing, 











HIP SCALE CUT 50% 

The Freiburg “Passion Play” at 
the Hippodrome cut the admission 
seale 50 per cent. starting Monday 
night when the top price was $1.50 
as against $3. 

Accompanying the 
operating nut was materially re- 
duced. Orchestra was eliminated, 
organ taking over the musical ac- 
companiment solely, while the choir 
was reduced to 30 voices. 

This is virtually the form in which 
the religious spec was presented on 
tour. Morris Gest intends contin- 
uing the “Passion Play” for another 
five weeks, completing the 10-week 
rental arrangement for the Hip. 
Continuation rather than reviving 
“The Miracle” is expected to en- 
hance the road chances. 


‘Ladder’ Would Pack ’Em 


Butler Davenport ig operating a 
little theatre on 27t-. street. 

Performances are changed and 
are given daily except Sunday, No 
admission charge is asked, but be- 
tween the second and third act a 
hat is passed around for collection, 


reduction the 





| While Davenport tells of the trial 


and tribulations of the theatre. 
House seats about 150. 





Tom Johnson Stricken 





Tom Johnson, for 30 years with 
the Hudson thentt stricken with 
naralysic 

He had two strokes iast Satur- 
day. 


j roll, 


4 
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The “Jobbers” 
nates of show business. 

Some actors get their chan: e; 
conditions in show business ch; inge, 
but the chronic jobbers go on f, 
ever. 

Somehow the jobbers seem to ex- 
ist in their hand-to-mouth way, 
People jobbing seven or eight years 
ago are still jobbing. 

Occasionally a jobber handled py 
an agent for some time is proposed 
for a real role, but almost invari- 
ably turns out to be so impossible 
an actor he is never again consid- 
ered in this capacity. 

The jobbing field is overcrowded 
and beginners always swell it. 

A few stock companies call for 
jobbers and so an occasional week's 
salary is picked up to carry them 
aiong. 

Talking pictures have done noth- 
ing for the jobbers so far. They 
answer studio calls and receive 
voice and screen tests with no re- 
sults. Main reason seems to be that 
they are all poor actors. 

Most of the theatrical agents 
agree that good actors can usually 
obtain a role. 

A number of regular actors job 
occasionally, but that they almost 
always get a part of some kind 
shows the hopeless condition in 
which the real jobbers are. 


CARROLL CAST PROTEST 
NO-PAY SCREEN WORK 


The featured members of Earl 
Carroll's “Vanities,” challenging 
propriety of the “picture rights” 
clause in tneir contracts with Car- 
have referred the case to 
Equity. 

Several among the complainants 
have intimated an adverse decision 
from Equity may bring about ac- 
tion to have the courts rule on the 
clause in question. 

“Vanities” went into rehearsul 
Monday with the protesting play- 
ers taking part. Equity meanwhile 
has the matter .a hand for dis- 
cussion. Featured in the show and 
concerned in the case are Will Ma- 
honey, Bill Demarest, Jim Conian 
(Conlan and Glass), Three Sailors, 
Lillian Roth, Katherine Wright and 
Sue Conroy. 

Point raised is that by their con- 
tract with Carroll the players are 
held to appearing in a talking pic- 
ture version of “Vanities,” to be 
produced during the stage run of 
the revue. The film work, accord- 
ing to the complaint, under the 
contract would be without compen- 
sation to the actors. 

The players claim they were in- 
formed the picture could be. easil 
“shot at a matinee,” without los 
of time or wasted effort. Truth in 
this statement is questioned, since 
it would be difficult to reproduce 
the show on the theatre stage at all, 
while the film would be at least a 
month or more in the making. 

Show salaries, under the con- 
tract, entirely cover the picture 
work, if necessary. 

Carroll is not known to have en- 


are the unforty. 


T- 








tered into an agreement with a 
film company for screening of 
“Vanities,” but no reason exists 


why a deal could not be made. 
With that in mind, according to the 
players, the film clause was writ- 
ten into the players’ contracts. 

A decision either way by Equity 
will likely stand aS an important 
precedent if even it is not taken be- 
yond Equity in the event an un- 
favorable decision to the actors is 
handed down. 





“Carnival” as Talker 


Talking picture rights of “Carni- 
val,” the Irving Lande production 
which stayed three weeks at the 
Forrest, New York, have been 
bought by Ephraim Asher, through 
his counsel Theodore J. Lesser. 

Asher intends to produce the pic- 
ture independently, 

Story by William R. Doyle, deals 
with a former red light district car- 
nival girl who tries to disillusion 
the high school boy who loves her 
by dancing in the nude at a stag 





Dorothy Lee’s Talker 
Dorothy Lee, just turned 18 last 
week and who came to attention in 
“Hello Yourself,” is going to the 
Coast to de Ada May’s 


Rio Rita” as 


rale ir 


RKO's filmization of ‘ 





a talker. 
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Stock Issue 


Basis; Angel Syndicates Split 
‘All Cost and Divide Headaches 


Looks as if a good many of next 
geason’s shows would be financed on 
a stock issue and subscription basis. 
Show production is becoming too 
precarious for one backer and the 
present condition of theatrical busi- 
ness is too much for the shoestring- 


ers. 

Bela Blau, Ine., organized by 
Blau, the accountant for the The- 
atre Guild and other theatrical com- 
panies, has sold the stock of its 
$100,000 capital and is starting pro- 
duction activities with one show 
already announced for production. 

Individual producers along Broad- 
way are anxious to be identified 
with some concern or to organize 
and pool interests under present 
conditions. For this purpose C. 
Sherman Steinberg is attempting to 
gather together ten producers to be 
subsidized by “men from Wall 
Street.” With the number of small 
producers anxious to run to cover 
and looking for protection, this may 
not take long to do. 

A number of other producers are 
attempting to finance on a subscrip- 
tion basis. Arthur Sargent Brown 
has for some time been trying to get 
things going on a $1 subscription 
plan for “The Little Theatre, Inc.,” 
and “Show Shop, Inc.,” has sneaked 
up on him with a similar plan and 
is already selling $1 subscriptions 
for “Sisters of the Chorus,” now in 
rehearsal. Both these subscription 
plans guarantee a three-dollar top 
to subscribers even if the show in 
question is a success and sells at 
$4.40 or more, 

The success of little theatre and 
arty productions that have been 
operated on subscriptioh basis is 
the cause of Broadway producers 
who are mainly thinking of dough 
adopting the scheme in the hope of 
keeping going with less risk to 
themselves. In fact, backers seem 
non-existent in the present state of 
theatrical affairs. 

Gustave Blum’s “That Ferguson 
Family” with its two for ones, sold 
to clubs and organizations and kept 
going on that basis also, gave the 
subscription idea to producers anx- 
jous to scrape up capital and having 
a hard time of it. 


Post Card Offer to 
Lure Away Choristers 


Perhaps the most unusual method 
of luring choristers from other 
shows and the least costly has been 
tried. Postal cards presumably 
from the Carroll theatre were sent 
backstage doormen at_ theatres 
where musical attractions are play- 
ing, with the expectation that they 
would be posted on the call boards. 

The cards suggested dancers and 
show girls report to the Carroll for 
engagement in a forthcoming “re- 
view.” Minimum salaries of $75 and 
$100 were quoted. Cards held the 
typed name of H. D. Hoover, said 
to be general stage director for Car- 
roll. 

The cards were not posted. One 
was turned over to a producer who 
wrote: “For a three-week run” on 
the top of the notice. He told the 
company manager to post it, if he 
eared to. 


Stocks with Bonds Fold 


Ralph Murphy players closed a 
short stock season in Syracuse Sat- 
urday. A bond covering salaries and 
return transportation wags cashed 
by Equity to bring the players back 
and pay off. 

At Hackensack, N. J., a stock 
fostered by Sanford E. Stanton 
folded up Saturday without paying 














Salaries. Stanton proposed to es- 
tablish the spot for try-outs. Last 
week a new play called “Dirty 


Hands” was offered and this week 
“The Rugsian” was supposed to 
have gone on. 





COLLIER IN PICTURE 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

William Collier, Sr., will walk be- 
fore his first western camera in 
“The Family Upstairs.” It's for 
Fox. 

Collier is currently directing the 
dialog on “The Cockeyea Woild” 
for the same firm. 











A SHUBERT COUNT 





In the Shuberts’ “A Night in 
Venice” opening night there 
were 42 “hells” and “damns,” 
with three pairs of falling 
trousers, all just for a laugh. 


Little Theatre Row 
Up to Stage Unions 


Cleveland, May 28. 

Equity’s ruling that Jacob Ben 
Ami could appear at the Play 
House, non-union theatre, has 
cleared up the star’s problem, but 
the main issue is still being fought 
over. 

Latest backfire comes from Rob- 














ert McLaughlin, Ohio theatre man- 


ager, who in a letter to local dra- 
matic critics reopens the debate, 
saying among other things: 

“Entire question hinged on 
whether or not the Play House was 
a commercial theatre. Equity after 
hearing both sides decided that the 
theatre is commercial. 

“When the controversy came to 
a focus the Play House had the op- 
tion of continuing as a non-union 
theatre or subscribing to the union 
rules of stage hands, musicians and 
actors. Theatre at this time decided 
to continue non-union in all de- 
partments, which automatically 
bars union actors from participat- 
ing in Play House productions (ex- 
cept Ben Ami). 

“Play House has always pre- 
tended to look askance at other 
theatres doing sordid commercial 
plays, but when it puts on a pure- 
ly commercial play like “The Con- 
stant Nymph,” it runs it just as 
long as it can squeeze a nickel out 
of the public. 

“They operate the same way with 
stars. Ben Ami, who would charge 
me -from $750 to $1,000 a week, is 
working at the Play House for 
$300 a week. 

“Although the Equity matter 
seems to be cleared up, the stage 
hands and musicians are yet to be 
heard from.” 

Local stage hands have agreed 
that in the future they will refuse 
to work with any show in which 
Ben Ami appears. 

McLaughlin’s printed letter, how- 
ever, drew razzberries from Play 
House’s many defenders, who said 
it was a case of sour grapes. About 
$7,000 in the hole a few months 
ago, theatre is now doing SRO biz 
with Ben Ami in “He Who Gets 
Slapped.” 





Preduction Sureties 


Some of the new legit and musical 
productions in New York or planned 
for Broadway have been assured 
with Equity on the following terms: 

“The Mouthpiece,” $3,100 check by 
Frank J. Collins; “Horseshoes,” 
Vincent Youmans, producer, $5,000 
check; “Decision,” (Robert Sterling) 
waiver; “Loving Daughters,” by the 
Morldon Producing Co., $1,750 check. 

“The Tired Business Man” (Wil- 
liam Birnes), letter of guarantee; 
“Chippies” (Fred Ardath), $1,290 
check covering one week; “Courte- 
san” (Louis Sunshine) $700 check; 
“My Girl Friday” (William A. Grew) 
$2,800 Savings Bank deposit; “Chi- 
nese O'Neill” (Capt. Cushing O’Don- 
nell), $3,295 cash. 








No Tryout Pay Surety 


When Sanford E. Stanton failed 
to file bond or produce equivalent 
funds to insure Equity player’s sal- 
aries for his special try-out of a 
new play, “The Russians,” in Hack- 
ensack, N. J., Monday, Equity in- 
structed cast not to appear. 

Stanton is known as a stock oper- 
ator. 





Buys “Very Idea” 


Radio Pictures has purchased 
“The Very Idea,” farce, running at 
the Astor, New York, some time 
ago. 


Will be directed by Wesley Rug- 
gles. 


LE 





GITIMAT 


—l—a—— 





a | .* 


NELL KELLY 


Now playing in “Boom Boom.” 
The New York “World” said: “Nell 
Kelly stopped the show. She was 
a one-woman riot. She gave the 
impression that were she to sing 
the multiplication table with ges- 
tures, it would sound and look like 
a night club version of the Song of 
Solomon.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


TALK ON TALKERS 
BARRED BY EQUITY 


At Equity’s annual meeting and 
election, held at the Hotel Astor 
Monday afternoon, discussion of the 
picture situation as regards talk- 
ers was barred in advance, 

Officers stated that discussion of 
the talkers and the influx of legit 
players into that end might em- 
barrass Equity in its plans to enter 
the field. 

Frank Gillmore, in addressing the 
session, blamed ticket speculators 
for poor business in legit theatres. 
He claimed that people were tired 
of being gypped. Alleged dis- 
courtesy on the part of box office 
people was also mentioned ag dis- 
couraging to potential theatregoers. 
He believed that cut rate tickets 
were not of particular benefit either. 

A trend toward Sunday perform- 
ances of legit shows was indicated 
in the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the matter 
at a special general meeting sev- 
eral months ago. It was ad- 
mitted that conditions have chang- 
ed. The committee recommended 
that Equity combine with the man- 
agers in seeking a revision of the 
New York state law which permits 
vaudeville and picture shows and 
bans the legit. 

The regular ticket was elected. 
Gillmore, who replaced John Emer- 
son last December for the latter’s 
unexpired term, was made presi- 
dent, Emerson being named honor- 
ary president, Ethel Barrymore, 
Ist vice-pres.; Berton Churchill, 2d 
vice-pres.; Grant Stewart, record- 
ing secretary, and Paul Dulzell, 
treasurer, 

Financial report for the fiscal 
year ending March 31 showed 
Equity to be ahead $27,000 over op- 
erating expenses, as compared to 
the previous year, 


Erlanger, Phila., Expensive 




















Philadelphia, May 28. 

A. L. Erlanger is reported re- 
linquishing the operation of Er- 
langer’s because the house lést too 
much this season. He will confine 
himself to the Garrick and the 
Broad Street, but will also partici- 
pate in the booking of the Shubert 
when not slotted by the Shubert 
office. 

This arrangement is in line with 
the pooling of legit houses here 
by Erlanger and the Shuberts. 

Samuel Nirdlinger, at present 
manager of the Garrick, is to be 
gen. rep. for Erlanger starting next 
season. He succeeds Thomas M. 
Love who has been connected with 
the Nixon office for many years. 


INA CLAIRE’S FUTURE 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

John Gilbert has started work on 
his last picture under his old con- 
tract with Metro. Title is “Olym- 
pia.” 

It will be rushed through in four 
weeks, in order to allow Gilbert 
and his bride, Ina Claire, to sail 
for Europe the middle of July. He 
has a four months’ leave of ab- 
sence, 

Mrs. Gilbert, it is said, will aban- 
don the legit stage in future and 








‘ husband. 





E 








5 


Out of the East 


Los Angeles, 
A legit actor, brought here 
six months ago from New 
York, is getting telegrams from 
New York producers every day 
or two offering engagements 
He’s pleasantly surprised as he 
wasn't treated that way before 
he left the east. 
Others are 
urgent calls. 


May 28. 


also getting 











Carroll’s New Show Not 
“Vanities” and No Knapp 


Earl Carroll's new musical now 





preparing is not intended for Car- 
roll’s annual “Vanities.” That edi- 
tion may come later in the summer. 

It is said that Dorothy Knapp, 
Earl’s perpetual attraction, will not 
be with the unnamed production 
which started rehearsal Monday. No 
lead woman has yet been named. 

Eddie Cantor is the writer of 
the book, inclusive of sketches. 
Cantor may be heavily billed by 
Carroll as the author. Music will 
come from individual writers on 
the Jack Robbins publishing house 
staff. 

Among the Carroll engagements, 
besides Will Mahoney, are William 
Demarest of Demarest and Col- 
lette with the comedian now fea- 
tured in the Harry Carroll revue; 
Phelps Twins “Mystery Girl,” and 
Lillian Roth as a possibility. Miss 
Roth may be placed by Paramount 
for a picture. Jimmy Conlin and 
Three Sailors also in show. Ray 
Cavanagh’s Orchestra, 

Show due to open 
City June 24, 


Sam Kingston Very Ill 


Samuel Kingston, general man- 
ager for Flo Ziegfeld, with whom he 
has long been connected, is critically 
ill with what is diagnosed as epi- 
demic menigitis, cerebral fever. He 
was removed unconscious from his 
home Friday. It was first believed 
he was suffering from grippe. When 
his condition grew worse specialists 
were called and the grave illness 
detected. The corps of physicians 
was added to by one dispatched by 
Ziegfeld. 

Mr. Kingston was erroneously re- 
ported out of the coma Monday 
afternoon when doctors said he had 
a fighting chance to recover. They 
explained the malady might be the 
milder form of meningitis. If he 
pulls through his mental faculties 
would not be impaired and there is 
little likelihood of paralysis. They 
added it was a matter of whether 
his heart will withstand the strain. 


Friars’ Ticket 


in Atlantic 











Friars’ annual election will be 
held June 7. George M. Cohan again 
heads the ticket as Abbot. L H. 
Herk is named as Dean, replacing 
William Collier, who is on the 
Coast. 

For Herk’s post as Prior, Wallace 
Munro is the nominee. Latter is 
the new name among the club’s of- 
ficers. William Degon Weinberger 
is renamed -secretary and Paul 
Henkel, treasurer. 

Five new names have been chosen 
for the beard of 10 governors; Lionel 
Atwill, J. D. Gortatowsky, Charles 
H. Gray, Harry Hershfield, Joe 
Laurie, Jr., and Harry Ruby. 

No opposition ticket. 


Chi Studebaker Wired 


Chicago, May 28. 

The Studebaker theatre, owned by 
Samuel Insull, and a 30-year-old 
legit house, is being wired for talk- 
ers with Western Electric equip- 
ment. 

The house will be ready for its 
first feature July 1. It will continue 








stick to pictures to be with her | 


its legit policy in the fall. 


JUDGMENTS 
Hurtjin Realty Co., Joseph Hur- 
tig and Henry J. Seaman—Raisler- 
Sprinkling Co., $2,354. 
Alexander Carr-— Absar 
*Co., $2,512. 
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Church-Drama Ass'n Would Absorb 
Drama League, Assuming Its Debts 


The Church and Drama Associa- 
tion, organized about three years 
ago to support “clean and good” 
shows, seeking to expand beyond 
its New York center and finding 


that many of the people i* wants as 
members belong to the Drama 
League, is trying to merge the 
Drama League into its own group 
and, most important of all, is so 
anxious to do this that it hag pro- 
posed, in the instance of the Chi- 
cago center of the Drama League, 
to take over a sizeable indebted- 
ness. 
Faction in Opposition 


This indebtedness is about $9,000. 
The Rev. George Reid Andrews, 
executive of the Church and Drama 
group, recently visited Chicago and 
is reported to have made the propo- 
sition. Mrs. A. Starr Best, leader 
of the Chi Drama League and wife 
of a wealthy department store own- 
er, led a group much opposed to 
such a merger, explaining that the 
function of the Drama League was 
not to be associated with that of 
an organization operating under 
church instructions. But the ma- 
jority of the Chi people, worried by 
the indebtedness, ~oted for the 
merger, In Chicago the Drama 
League has been very helpful and 
active in supporting a good type of 
legit shows and it wasn’t prudish, 
either. The magazine, Drama, 
edited by T. Ballou Hinckley, is also 
issued for the league in Chi. 

The other centers of the Drama 
League, however, are said to be 
dead set against merging with the 
Church and Drama defenders. One 
center, one of several which has 
money in the bank, has stated, 
through its head, that in the event 
of a merger, their center will cut 


(Continued on page 56) 


Chanins Buy Century 
Block for $12,000,000 


The Chanin brothers, who built 
five theatres on Broadway and are 
among the major developers of mid- 











town skyscrapers, have purchased 
the block bounded by 62d-63d 
street, Broadway and Central Park 
West, with the total value set at 
$12,000,000. The block includes the 
Century and Daly’s theatres, off 
New York’s show map. 

The Chanins will erect a tall office 
building to occupy the entire site. 
The Century site was considered 
for the new Metropolitan opera 
house, but Bing & Bing acquired 
the block with the intention of 
building a mammoth apartment 
house on it. The deal transferring 
the block to the Chanins was com- 
pleted yesterday. 


Joe Leblang’s $1,000 
For Actors’ Fund 


Joe Leblang made his 1929 con- 
tribution to the Actors’ Fund, $1,000. 

So seldom the Fund is volun- 
tarily showered with over a $10 
dues bill, any check like Leblang’s 
creates a commotion in its camp. 

Securing permission from Mr, Le- 
blang to make public his generosity 
the Fund is hopeful of hearing from 
others in the well fixed ranks of 
the legit. They appreciate the ex- 
traordinary charitable work the 
Fund does year in and year out, but 
somehow forget it can’t live on 
prestige. 











STAGE GROUP DUE WEST 

Los Angeles, May 28. 
Following eastern stage con- 
tingent is due on Coast within next 
10 days to start work on short- 
term contracts with Fox. List in- 
cludes Lennox Pawle, English; 
Lenore Ulric, Margie White, J. M. 


Kerrigan, Will Rogers, and J. Har-¢ 


old Murray. Also Lieut. Peter 
Linder, flying officer, to act as 
technical director on a new air film, 








Dave Bennett West, Too 
Dave Bennett, stager, has been 
signed by Paramount to _ stage 
dances for musical talkers, leaving 
for the coast Sept. 1. 
Bennett’s contract, 
through M. S. 


negotiated 
tentham, is for six 





months w ith options, 
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London As It Looks — 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, May 19. 
“The Shanghai Gesture” tas been the sensation of the week in London. 
Itherwise the only new shows were a half-baked revue, called “Morning, 
Noon and Night,” produced in a small theatre at Hampstead and a dull 
play called “The Autocrat,” done at the Kingsway. Neither will run. 
Week after week goes by, as a rule, in London, without any play worth 
while produced. They talk about the drama, but there isn’t any. That 
is why, when we stage a thing like “The Shanghai Gesture,” all the 
floppers get excited. 





A Knock !s a Boost 


Al Woods, at least. has had his money’s worth in advertisement. It 
cost him about $2,000 to send over the scenery to London, and, as a re- 
sult, he has got newspaper space that would please even Morris Gest. 

Sir Gerald du Maurier is the most indignant. 

“I did not see the production,” he said, “but I know all about it, and 
it is just one long string of dreary dirt. I am told all the smart set 
was there. That shows to what state our society has fallen.” 





What ts Society? 

The truth is there is a lot of stuff talked about society. I did not see 
any in “The Shanghai Gesture” audience. There was a marquis and his 
wife, and an earl and his wife, and Gladys Cooper with her baronet hus- 
band, while a Siamese diplomat was there. 

I do not know whether they belong to society or not, or exactly what 
society means, nowadays, but, otherwise, there was the usual crowd of 


, curiosity mongers, attracted merely because they knew the play was 


lirty. 





Two Rules For Dirt 
In New York, you put or dirt and then the police stop you. 
fou put on dirt and the police cannot stop you. 
You either get it past the censor when it is safe, or else you form a 
society and then sell tickets to your own members, and that is outside 


the law. It is a silly arrangement, but English law is full of contradic- 
tions. 


In Engiand, 





All the Critics Get Angry 

If Al Woeds thought his private show, done by the Venturers, would 
set his play past the censor, he will be surprised to know that, next 
morning, I said, of “The Shanghai Gesture,” that “It is‘one long series of 
indecencies, designed to titilate and shock”; that Alan Parsons remarked 
that “London is not being deprived of any great work of art”; that Robin 
Littlewood said, “It is stuffed with indecencies instead of sentiment,” 
and that, indeed, not one good word was said about the play. 

A production like this strengthens the case for a censor, because, dur- 
ing the show, I spoke to three London managers, all of whom declared 
they would put the play on if the Lord Chamberlain passed it. 





A Boost For Cathleen Nesbitt 
Still, the production did one little bit of good. It showed London man- 
agers that Cathleen Nesbitt is an actress of much greater power than 
they had known. Although ill, she played the part of Madame Goddam 
in a way which every person I met who had seen the New York produc- 
tion declared made it a much finer performance than Florence Reed's. 
There was a crowd of curious guys outside, staring at the so-called 
celebrities in the foyer. There was a great deal of talk during the 
intervals, and now all that has happened is that the Venturers Society 
feel they have beer treated unkindly by the critics. 





Filth That Teaches Nothing 

Surely, they have the sense to know that “The Shanghai Gesture” was 
written merely as filth. It teaches nothing. Indeed, it is merely staged 
in a brothel because a brothel is more exciting to show, and an excuse 
for displaying exaggerated passions. 

Incidentally, such a production as last Sunday’s strengthens the ease 
of all those people who object to Sunday theatres. They spread right, 
across the country, the idea that the stage is improper and they do great 
damage and no good. 

I met, by the way, at “The Autocrat,” a man who knew John Colton in 
the Far East, years ago. He said that Madame Goddam really lived, not in 
Shanghai but in Yokohama, and that one of the characters is called 
after a man who was said to have done Colton’s father such serious 


harm that, as a boy, Colton was brought up hearing his name cursed at 
breakfast every day. 





Country Business Dead 

Meanwhile, right across England, the theatre business is almost dead. 
Managers are blaming the talkers. That is not the reason. Pictures 
killed the provincial theatre before the talkers started. 

In Birmingham, which has nearly a million population, there are three 
theatres, that is, two that house touring companies and one a cheap 
stock company. Yet, within 15 miles of the city, there are 27 kinemas, 
all crowded every night! 





The Boom in Al Jolson 

Paul Murray, who leaves for New York on the boat that brings this 
article, told me that when he was in Birmingham, the other day, with 
“Clowns in Clover,” he asked a barber if he had been to see their show. 

“No,” replied the barber,” but I have been waiting for four weeks to 
get in to see ‘The Singing Fool.’ That man Jolson has got this city in 
his hand.” 

Now, he was talking of Al Jolson, you see, as though he were a real 
human being in Birmingham, and not a mere shadow on a screen. 





“The Congai Jester” 

I call Joe Sacks “The Congai Jester” now. You see, he went to New 
York to see “Congai,” which he was told was good. He found that it 
had been moved to Baltimore, so he went there. When he was waiting 
in the hotel, carrying a new hat, a man spat some tobacco on it, and 
then he thought his luck was out. When he went to the theatre, he had 
to wait until 9:45, because the scenery, not having arrived from New 
York until late, the show could not start till then. 

He bought “Congai,” and brought it back to London. Now, the censor 
will not pass it, obviously because it is anti-French. It is no worse 
morally than “White Cargo,” which was an American’s attack upon 
Englishmen on the West Coast. That the censor passed. Because 
“Congai” speaks of Frenchmen in the same sort of way—well, so far he 
won't pass it. We are all very kind to France, which still tries to dodge 
her debts. 





Basil Dean’s Bad Luck 

Alfred Butt’s latest production, “The Black Ace,” comes off tomorrow, 
after only 10 days. 

Since Christmas, Basil Dean has produced “Mr. Pickwick,” “Beau 
Geste,” “The Circle of Chalk” and “The Black Ace,” all of which have 
been failures. He has been, for the last two years, the most unlucky pro- 
ducer I have ever known, 

Still, failures are so common in England that Dean himself says over 
95 per cent of straight plays produced in London lose money, 





Weichman Back in Harness 


Harry Welchman wanted hard to be an actor manager, but, after 











ELSA NEWELL 

“The Newells, whose absurdities 
are genuinely funny, offer some rare 
bits of travesty, mingled with steps 
and song. Their material has the 
merit of novelty and they are skilled 
in its delivery."—Los Angeles 


RITZY 


The roof-garden of the Ritz-Carl- 
ton, redecorated by James Monroe 
Hewlett to represent a Persian gar- 
den, has opened for the summer. A 
showy crowd assembled, to see and 
be seen, the first night. 

One noted Mr. and Mrs. Mess- 
more Kendall, who have an apart- 
ment over the Capitol theatre and 
a home at Dobbs Ferry; Mr. and 
Mrs. Sailing Baruch, who know 
many show people; Mr. and Mrs. 
Schuyler Orvis, Mr. and Mrs. War- 
ner D,. Orvis, Mrs. Leland Orvis, 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Tully, Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip Acosta Carroll, Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Chandler Christy, 
the artist. 

Carolyn and Ann Storrs were 
present, of course. They are the 
daughters of the wealthy Frank V. 
Storrs, program publisher. Carolyn 
has often danced semi-profession- 
ally with Ward Fox, teacher. Also 
Mrs. Roland Hinton Perry, who, 
with Scott Payton, put over the 
Pall Mall Club. Payton was for- 
merly in the chorus of a musical 
stock company in Newark. 

Will Hays was there. 

A diverting sidelight on human 
nature was afforded by a woman 
who assumed more airs than some 
of the really important society 
matrons present (including Mrs. 
Robert Walton Goelet, Mrs. David 
Wagstaff and Mrs. Charles Lanier 
Lawrence), The high hatter is said 
to haye once been a mannequin at 
Hickson’s. : : 














Ann Murdock’s Career 


Ann Murdock was irene Coleman, 
daughter of John J. Coleman, man- 
ager, and Teresa Deagie, actress. 
Brought up in Philadelphia, she first 
acted in Pittsburgh, in 1908, in “The 
Lion and the Mouse.” Later that 
year she reached Broadway in “The 
Offenders.” Then came a series of 
plays at the Lyceum and Empire, 
culminating in “The Three Bears,” 
in 1917. 

In 1921, following the death of 
Alf Hayman, general manager for 
Charles Frohman, Miss Murdock 
was found to be heiress to a life 
income from Hayman’s estate. In 
1924 she married Harry C. Powers, 
Wall Street broker, but no an- 
nouncement wag made until a year 
later, when she sued him for the 
return of $150,000 in securities, said 
to have been intrusted to him. In 
1928, after divorcing Powers, she 
married Hallam K. Williams, whom 
she is now suing for a divorce. He 
has been living in Nice as Gayne 
Hallam, 

In 1927, as Mrs. Murdock Powers, 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Gernsback’s Come-Back 


Hugo Gernsback, whose Experi- 
menter Publishing Co went into 
bankruptcy recently, with the pass- 
ing of the .various publications of 
the concern into control of other 
hands, is attempting a come back 
with Science Wonder Stories. 
Gernsback is reported interesting 
fresh capital. 


Moffitt’s Features 


J. C. Moffitt, feature writer for 
the Kansas City Star, is on the 
Coast doing a series of features on 
change brought about by sound 
pictures. 





Telegraph Walkouts 


Another shakeup hit the Morn- 
ing Telegraph last week, with 15 
men going, including city editor and 
m. e. Ed Sullivan. Sullivan walked 
out after differences with the new 
business manager. Paul Jeanes, 
crack turf dopester, also vamped, 





Singing Writers 

Newspaper Club has organized its 
first glee club, singing squad con- 
sisting of 60 voices of present and 
ex-newspapermen., 

Maurice Rodesk is chairman of 
the Glee Club Committee, with 
Harold Normington musical direc- 


tor. Squad already invited to 
broadcast two-hour program over 
way. 


Book on World Tour 


High lights of a 26,500-mile motor 
car jaunt around the world by 
Clairnore Stinnes, daughter of the 
late Hugo Stinnes, German indus- 
trial king, will be incorporated in 
a book which the 28-year-old girl is 
writing and in a motion picture. 

The book is to be published in the 
United States and in Germany. 

Miss Stinnes was accompanied 
on her trip by C. A. Soderstrom, 
Swedish sportsman and cameraman, 
starting from Berlin May 25, 1927. 
The trip is to end July 1. 





Another “Telegraph” Sweep 

The Morning Telegraph, which 
has had three cleanouts’§ since 
Joseph Moore and associates. took 
it over, had another last week, 15 
men being let out and the manag- 
ing editor, Edgar Sullivan, walking 
out in protest. The new order was 
signed by a new business manéger, 
Paul Jeans, and included one man 
who had been on the paper for 
more than 15 years, Ben Frint, 
chart expert on the racing sec- 
tion. “Cub” Taylor promoted from 
staff to both m. e. and c. e. 

Others were Fleet Phelps, news 
editor; Charles Hurd, city editor; 
Jack DuBarry, head of copy desk; 
Robert Wohlforth, rewrite; George 
Palmer, sports; Joe Roberts, sports; 
Robert Sinclair, sports; Marie de 
Roche, movies and assignments; 
Roy Printz, Kentucky Bennington, 
Jennings and Lanny, turf editor of 
the racing section. Fifteen in all, and 
further retrenchment given as the 
excuse. The hurricane followed the 
advent of the new business man- 
ager, who would have gotten a 
greater shock if he had seen the 
payroll six months ago. 

Whitney Bolton, drama critic, and 
Willard Keefe, drama editor, hav- 
ing survived the previous shakeups, 
survived this one by force of habit. 

One good crack came out of the 
new sweep. "Twas from a Hearst 
man, who said, “After all, working 
for Hearst is good for you. It gets 
you accustomed to being fired 
quickly.” 





Posing Columnists 
Heywood Broun and Frank Sul- 
livan posed for the advertising il- 
lustrations for “Sait Water Tiffy,” 








harness at Drury Lane. 


The talker talk has caused it all. 


losing nearly $50,000 in three months at Daly’s, he has gone back into 


What Daly’s will do, I do not know. They say it is for sale by tender. 
Welchman says that London theatres are old-fashioned and that they 
want re-building. Owen Nares said the same thing a week ago. 


The panic has reached the musicians 


now, and the stage hands, and the agents, who have met with repre- 
sentatives of the actors to see what can be done against the talkers. 
London is scared stiff. We have a patent medicine here called “Warner's 
Safe Cure.” Perhaps it means the Warner Brothers. 





Lyn Fontanne’s Return 

Meanwhile, we are looking forward to welcoming Lyn Fortanne, who 
returns here in “Caprice,” as a great American star. A few years ago, 
she went to New York with Laurette Taylor. No one took any notice 
of her here, when she was merely an English actress. The way she was 
neglected in London, and then discovered in New York, is a small in- 
dication of what is really wrong. We encourage nothing, unless it bears 
a foreign name. 


Not even “rhe Shanghai Gesture” would have been staged privately, 
unless it had been a Broadway hit, 








a burlesque on Joan 
“Cradle of the Deep.” 

Broun impersonates Capt. Ezra 
Triplett, captain of the boat. He is 
said to fit the part through needing 
a haircut. Sullivan is “ola 
Britches,” one of the ship's officers, 
In the illustrations Sullivan wears 
enough gold braid to qualify him 
for Roxy's doorman. 


Lowel l's 


Muffed Petting 
A new book, called “A Handbook 
on Hanging,” has this subtitle: “Be- 
ing a short introduction to the fine 
art of Execution, and containing 
much useful information on Neck- 


Breaking, Throttling, Strangling, 
Asphyxiation, Decapitation and 
Electroéution.” 


Petting overlooked. 





Hatchet Burying 

Louella Parsons and Regina 
Crewe, film columnists, buried the 
hatchet when they met in Kansas 
City last week. 

Miss Crewe will not trespass on 
the Parsons’ province in the future 
through her New York American 
job. 





Fanny’s New Novel 
After spending several weeks on 
the Coast collaborating with Her- 
bert Brenon on the filming of 
“Lummox,” Fanny Hurst is return- 
ing to her home at Lynwood, L. I. 
She will write another novel. 





Studio Psychologist’s Novel 

Prof, Lawrence Marstan, Univer- 
sal studio’s psychologist, has writ- 
ten a novel in collaboration with 
his wife which will reach the New 
York publishers in June. 

Title is “The Captive of Grovel 
Sands.” 





Enterprise! 

The efforts of the New York Daily 
News to obtain an exclusive angle 
on the recent Huntington murder 
or suicide mystery in Connecticut, 
landed Frank ‘“‘Red” Dolan, star re- 
porter of the tab and Grace Robin- 
son, its ace sob sister, in jail on 
a charge of breaking and entering. 
A hasty trial followed in the Cam- 
bridge, Mass., city court and the 
two reporters were sentencec to 
three months in the county jail. 


The pair are now out on appeal. 


each under $1,000 bail bonds with 
the case scheduled to come up for 
review shortly. Huntington was a 
student at Harvard and Dolan and 
Miss Robinson were sent there to 
get the low-down on the youth's 
private life. 

In seaick of letters that would 
throw some light on the mystery 
they gained admittance to the room 
in the Harvard dormitory occupied 
by Huntington. The reporters were 
surp-ised in the act of examining 
his papers and other personal ef- 
fects. Told to engage a local lawyer 
the reporters found that a hin- 
drance rather than a help when the 
case came to trial. At the next 
trial the reporters will have the 
Daily News’ own legal experts de- 
fending them. 

McEvoy’s Next 

“Show Girl in Hollywood” is the 
title of the next book by J. P. Mc- 
Evoy. It will be published in the 
fall by Simon & Schuster. It’s a 


show business sequel to “The Show 
Girl.” 





Winchell’s Understudy 

With Walter Winchell on a two 
weeks’ vacation. Louis Sobel of the 
Graphic staff is subbing for him. In 
other times, when Winchell got a 
short getaway, his friends did his 
daily column. 

Talk about Hector Fuller going 
on the Graphic in Winchell’s place 
has died away. 





Hi-Jacking Dirty Books 

Books banned for badness and 
ordered mechanically destroyed by 
original publishers are being 
handled on a big scale by under- 
cover printers using the zinc plate 
offset process. The racket is a com- 
paratively new one, patterned along 
liquor lines. Hi-jack is the word 
used mostly because of the lifting 
angle. 

Two books known to be circu- 
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At End of Legit Season This Week 
Bway s Playhouse List 50%, Dark 


Broadway will reach the end of 
the regular season, June 1 (Satur- 
day), with no less than 34 theatres 
dark, or virtually 50 per cent. of the 
whole. 

mye suddeness of warm weather 
will likely affect a number of shows 
sticking on a week to week basis 
and more than the usual sudden 
closings are to be expected. 

Last week there were three ar- 
rivals, with two regarded in the 
summer money. “A Night in 
Venice” started very well at the 
Shubert, approximately $30,000. 
“Stepping Out,” at the Fulton, 
shoved off with $5.50 first night and 
was quoted about $13,000 for its 
initial week. “Chinese O'Neill” was 
given a lowly rating at the Forrest 
and that goes for “Decision,” which 
arrived Monday at the 49th Street. 

All attractions save the actual 
Jeaders shaded off last week. Most 
grosses dipped materially, consider- 
ing most shows were nearing the 
deadline in grosses. In that group 
are those which are out in front and 


whose managements do not intend 
taking it on the nose. 
“Journey’s End” and “Street 


Scene” are the big shots among the 
dramas, the former having an edge 
in agency demand because of its 
comparatively more recent advent. 
“Bird In Hand@” is easily next in line 
with trade holding up well, $17,000 
or more; “Camel Through the 
Needle’s Eye” and “Strange Inter- 
jude” got $15,000, the latter jumping 
away up when announced to close; 
“Let Us Be Gay” holds to big trade 
in a small house, $14,500; ‘“‘Holiday”’ 
slightly better at $12,500; “The Love 
Duel” over $12, 000, too; “Little 
Accident” claimed $11, 000; less for 
“Kibitzer”; “Brothers” eased off to 
$9,000; “The Jade God,” $7,000; 
“Courage” slipped to about that 
mark; all others in the ruck. 

“Whoopee” is making a mark to 
shoot at, $48,000 and over; “Follow 
Thru,” rated as high, is also capa- 
city at $40,000; “The Little Show” 
belongs with the leaders, the gross 
of $24,500 being excellent in a 
smaller house; “The New Moon” is 
easily in third position, however, 
at $33,000; “Pleasure Bound” about 
$30,000, but leaving after another 
two weeks; “Hello Daddy,” $16,500; 
same for “Music in May”; “Black+ 
birds” (second company) dropped to 
$11,000; “Grand Street Follies” dip- 
ped to $9,000. 

“Congratulations” will leave the 
National dark after Saturday; “Lady 
Fingers” darkened the Liberty sud- 
denly last Saturday, at which time 
“Appearances” stopped at the Mans- 
field; ‘Messin’ Around” was a 
casualty earlier in the week. Next 
week will have two new ones, re- 
vival of “Becky Sharp” at the 
Knickerbocker for one week, and 
“Tired Business Man,” slated for 
the Waldorf, which has been dark 
most of the season. 


SHUBERTS RECOSTUMING 


“Luckee Girl,” Shubert musical, 
closed on tour Saturday, brought 
back to New York for recostuming. 
The show is due to resume out of 
town June 9 at which time it will 
assume a Shubert “night” title, “A 
Night in Paris.” 

“A Night in Paris’ was a Shubert 
Tevue, produced about three years 
ago. 











Henry Young, Granddad 


Henry Young became a grand- 
father Saturday. Young is treasurer 
and manager of the Globe, New 
York. A son was born to his daugh- 
ter Marion at the Jamaica (Long 
Island) Hospital. She was married 
to George H. Murray, who died three 
months ago. The latter was a suc- 
cessful automobile salesman of Port 
Washington, L. I. 





Luzzo Resigns From Union 
Chicago, May 28. 
Samuel Luzzo, president of the 
Ticket Sellers, Ticket Takers and 
Ushers Union, has announced his 
resignation. 


Luzzo said his resignation was 


compelled by pressure of other 
duties, 
B’way Shows in St. L. 
St. Louis, May 28. 


During the sui..mer at the Garden 
theatre, opening June 22, 10 Broad- 
way musicals will be reproduced by 
the St. Louis Theatre Society. 


Leon Errol opens in the first, 
“Louis, XIV. ” 
“Love Bound” Off 
Lew Cantor's most recent legit 
try “Love Bound” was taken off in 
Brooklyn Saturday after two week's 
try-ont Whether it will appear on 


Broadway in September is in doubt, 





|} was erroneously 


| Attachments Pile In 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

An avalanche 
ments have been placed on the 
Orange Grove theatre, operated by 
David L. Cantor and _ Ellwood 
Sperry, with the county official now 


in charge of the box office. Claims 
filed which brought about the at- 
tachments were $940 due on a 


promissory demand note of Charles 
Karsh; $187.76 for publicity and ad- 
vertising due V. H. Cress, and 
$164.64 to Charles Warfel, of J. D. 
Martin Scenic Studios, for scenery 
rentals. 

Another claim 
ducers of “Night Hawk” was made 
by William Scott, business agent of 
the stage hands’ union, for $255. 
Besides this claim, complaint was 
filed against the producers by Scott 
with the State Labor Commission 
on attached charges of theft of la- 
bor. Scott alleges that Cantor and 
Sperry both committed labor theft 
by working men under alleged fic- 
titious bond for which they put up 
a check and immediately stopped 
payment thereon. An usher also 
filed a complaint with the Labor 
Commission for a check which 
bounced back. 

Show at the Orange Grove was 
ostensibly produced to demonstrate 
the value of the cut-rate system in 
Los Angeles. Trade never amounted 
to much, with Sperry now trying 
to sell the attraction for a San 
Francisco theatre. 

Besides the attachments filed 
against Sperry, two were filed 
against his partner, Cantor, in per- 
son. One charged him with obtain- 
ing possession of a radio from 
Parmelee-Dohrman Co., valued at 
$126, and the other is by the Metal- 
ite Manufacturing Co. for services 
rendered. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Ruby Keeler, Barbara Newberry, 
Harriet Hector, John Macauley, 
Frank McHugh, “Show Girl.” 

Pearl sisters engaged by Shuberts 
for three years. 

Rachel Crothers, 





“When in Rome” 


(direct). 
Frank McHugh, “Show Girl.” 
Lois Parker, Ernest Whitman, 


“Jazz Regiment.” 

Verree Teasdale, George Barbier, 
Lotta Linthicum, Hope Drown, Al- 
bert Hayes, Warren McCollum, Ed- 


ward Broadley, Helen Joy. Robert 
Warwick, Sylvia Sidney, “Nice 
Women.” 


Robert Bennett, J. V. Bailey, 
ace stock, Peoria, Il. 

Bunny Moore, “Whoopee.” 

Warren McCollum, “Nice Women.” 

Duke Ellington orchestra, “Show 
Girl.” 

Roscoe Aijils, 
(Chicago). 
* Basil Sydney, Bruce Bairnsfather, 
“Becky Sharp.” 

Joan Winning,“ The Legionnaires.” 

Pearl Harris, signed by Schwab & 
Mandel for three years, 

Jane Wheatley, Theatre Guild. 

Lionel Atwill, Jessie Royce Land- 
is, Charles Trowbridge. Thelma 
Hardwick, Frederick Truesdell, 
Anne Sutherland, Mario Majeoni, 
Ferdinand Hast, “Stripped.” 

Spencer Tracy, Patrfcia Barclay, 
Patricia O’Hearn, Charles Laite, 
William Wadsworth, Carolyn Hum- 
phreys, Porter Hall, William Ed- 
munds, James G, Lane, “Salt Wa- 
ter.” 

James T. Powers, “Becky Sharp.” 

Betty Bassett, “Show Girl.” 


Stocks Hold Own 


Not much change in the stock 
situation throughout the country 
while cool weather continues. A 
few that closed and a few opened so 
list remains about the same as a 
fortnight ago. First heat will tell 
the tale. 

There are around 
this time. 


CATLETT AT A DESK 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

After a lifetime of trouping. 
Walter Catlett has an office like a 
hell man. He is in on the dia- 
log conferences on “Cradle Snatch- 
at the Fox Movietone 
that rates an office. 

He doesn’t know 
ata desk 


Pal- 


“The New Moon” 
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how to behave 


Nat 
‘Hero, 
and exploits of 


Dorfman’? new comedy, 
deal with the 
Col. Lindbergh, as 
stated, 


does not 
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7 
THE O’REILL SUIT 





Unusual space has been 
given by the New York dail- 
ies to the plagiarism action 
for $1,700,000 brought by Miss 
Georges Lewys against Eugene 
O’ Neill. 

Complaint says O’Neill cop- 
ped from Miss Lewys’ private- 
ly distributed book published 
some years ago, called “The 
Temple of Pallas-Athene.” 

Many parallels between book 
and play are recorded in the 
complaint. 

Dailies appeared to relish 
the most important parallel, 
that of an unhappily married 
woman seeking a “perfect 
man” on the side in order to 
have a child. The tabs hopped 
onto that. 


“GAMBLING” AT 
$19,000 PHILLY 
SOLO SMASH 


Philadelphia, May 28. 

With only one legit house open 
last week, and the weather turning 
ideally cool, without rain, the city’s 
sole attraction did business and 
plenty. 

The lone survivor was George M. 
Cohan’s melodrama, “Gambling,” 
which, in its second week at the 
Garrick, went to solid and consistent 
capacity at most performances, and 
sometimes as many as three rows 
of standees. The gross on the week 
was figured at close to $19,000, re- 
markable for this type of show so 
late in the season. 

The result is that next week when 
Vincent Youmans’ musical comedy, 
“Great Day,” comes into the Gar- 
rick, “Gambling” will move over to 
the Broad and continue its local 
stay. Bookings have been cancelled 
in several mid-west cities, and al- 
though the management is only 
talking of two weeks at the Broad, 
| likely Cohan will keep his melo- 
|} drama in as long as trade warrants. 

“Right Off the Boat,” farce with 
| music, originally supposed to open 
next Monday against “Great Day,” 
has been put back to June 10. It 
will have a fortnight’s engagement 
at the Walnut Street theatre which 
is rumored as having another book- 
ing to follow. The week of the 10th 
will have three houses open here. 

On the 17th, the Garrick starts 
its season of summer dramatic 
stock, with Helen Menken in “Sev- 
enth Heaven” as the first offering. 
The management is still promi- 
nently advertising Madge Kennedy 
and Katherine Cornell despite de- 
nials of their coming here. There 
| are also persistent reports, even at 
this late date, that Ziegfeld’s “Show 
Girl” will reopen the Erlanger on 
the 17th, with no definite denials. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Gambling” (Garrick, third week). 
Cohan melodrama has proved smash 
hit and will move to the Broad next 
| Monday for another fortnight at 
least. Youmans’ “Great Day” takes 
its place at the Garrick. Almost 
| $19,000 for “Gambling” last week. 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, May 28. 

With the Columbia again turning 
to the legit, box office high marks 
for the house were established with 

“Strange Interlude.” 

Walker Whiteside began a suc: 
cessful engagement as guest artist 
of the Henry Players, opening at the 
President in “The Hindu.” Guy 
Bates Post comes to Duffy’s Alcazar 
on June 2 in “The Masqueraders.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia — “Strange Interlude.” 
First week proved a knockout at 
about $32,000. 

Curran— “The Bachelor Father,” 
in third week pulled about $18,000. 

Geary—“The Second Man,” second 
play in the series of four to be given 
by the New York Guild company. 
Gross, $15,000. 

Alcazar—“The Big Pond,” 
and next to final week. 
$4,900. 
| President—“The Hindu.” 
































fifth 
Ran around 


Proved 





, good play for this house, and re- 
turns amounted to $5,700. 

| Playshop Opening 
Stamford, Conn., May 28. 


Actor’s Playshop, direction of 
jeatrice Maude, opens season here 
|} next Monday with “Trio,” from the 
|German of Leo Lenz. 
| Cast has Isobel Dawn, W. E 
Heitland, Bradford Hunt and Eliza- 
beth Zachary. Henry Sothern 
nephew of E. H. Sothern, directing 

Ingeborg ‘Torrup is ting 
classes in connection the 


conduse 


with 


bore 
- - 
fa deaye he b- 








L, A. SHOWS STAY DOWN:| 
FEAR SHRINERS NO AID 


“Streets” ond “Gay” Best at 
$7,600 and $6,500—lowans 
Give “Skidding” $5,600 


Los Angeles, 

First trainload of tourists and 
some theatre parties during the 
early nights of last week helped the 
legit boys a bit. But the mob 
which puts its kale into scenery 
is not contented, as the take for 
most of them was not showing 
black. Trade will hardly become 
bright until after the Shrine con- 
vention last week. Though there 
will be some 75,000 Masonic visitors 
in town so many night events are 
planned that it’s hardly likely the 
theatres will get much of a play. 

Cut rate racket has not helped 
at all. Distribution of service 
tickets is much cheaper for the buy- 
ers and the boys who pay rent for 
a joint over in one of the office 
buildings to sell the $2 pasteboards 
for $1.13 or so are in a panic. 

“Night Hostess” couldn't drive 
them wild here in it’s second week 
at the Belasco. Has another week 
to go before it makes way for 
“Bachelor Fathers.” 

Mayan, next door, was no better 
off with “Let Us Be Gay,” which 
seems too smart for the locals, Ma- 
jority of this one’s trade comes from 
the agencies, with service coupons 
bringing the balcony crowd, which 
doesn’t know what they are going 
to see and know less after they 
see it. “World We Live In,” Figur- 
roa Playhouse, ran about even with 
its first week and stays a couple 
before the Colburns arrive with 
“The Yellow Jacket.” “This World 
and the Next,” one of those spirit- 
ual opuses not hot at the 338-seat 
Egan. Just a time filler and may 
waltz any time. President did fairly 
well with “Skidding” in its second 
week, 

“Streets of New York,” at the 
Majestic, held close to previous 
week with a pickup. Out in Holly- 
wood they were pretty well satisfied 
with what they got at the El Capi- 
tan and Playhouse, both Duffy em- 
poriums. “This Thing Called Love” 
closed at the Playhouse. Saturday 
after seven weeks to make room 
for “Danger” done in the north by 
Duffy. “Burlesque,” at the El Capi- 
tan, will make way June 1 for 
“Dancing Mothers.” This attraction 
was done here two years ago in 
stock at the old Morosco. 

“Ghost Train” was fair at the 
Vine Street, while “Dracula” in a 
filler at the Hollywood Music Box. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Majestic—“Streets of New York” 
(3rd week). Not so bad at $7,600. 

Figueroa — “World We Live In” 
(2nd week). Simeon Gest strong 
after theatre parties; same as week 
before: $6,500. 

Music Box—“Dracula” (ist week). 
Had load of this one year or so ago; 
$2,400. 

Mayan—‘“Let Us Be Gay” (2nd 
week). Getting class play on lower 
floor with 50 cent service tickets 
also in heavy use; around $6,500 

E! Capitan — “Burlesque” (6th 
week). Just a yard ahead of last 
week; $5,800. 

President—‘“Skidding” (2nd week). 
Plenty of okay’s giving this one 
once over; Iowa folks helped nicely 
for $5,600. 

Hollywood Playhouse — “This 
Thing Called Love” (7th week). 
Ended long and profitable run; final 
$4,800. 

Egan—“This World and Next (ist 
week). Income around $1,000; that’s 
prodit, too. 

Belasco — “Night Hostess” (2nd 
week). Just couldn’t bowl them 
over: trade never heavy since start; 
around $7,200. 

Orange Grove — 


May 28. 








“Night Hawk” 


(5th week). One of those slow 
deaths: small grosses even through 
cut rates: not over $1,200. 

Vine Street—“Ghost Train” (2nd 
week). Theatre parties and the 
Pangborn following, which takes 
about four weeks to exhaust, 


brought gross to around $5,160. 





Many Negro Layoffs 


Three colored show closings have 


put many Negro professionals out 
of work. 
It was expected Abe Blatt’s “Har- 


lem” would last through part of the 
summer. It folded up before sum- 
mer came and a big bunch of the 
colored folks had their meal tickets 





| shot. Then ‘Messin’ Around” 
| dropped out last week after a short | 
life while “Pansy,” did a much 
quicker nose dive. The colored play- 

j}ers had already got a bump when 
the Majestic theatrica) cireuit blew 

lup. 


“Scandals” Went in Red on Loop Stay: 
“Harlem” Not Holding Up-All Off 


Chicago, May 28 
Legit continued to badly suffer 
last week. Out of the terrific slump 


only one show increased on its final 
week. Four musicals proved too 
many at one time, all taking a 
verse kick. 

For “Scandals” it was dire dis- 
aster. Winding up at the Grand 
after seven weeks it went out and 
under to possibly the lowest gross 
any White edition has done here 
yet. “Billie’s” spasmodic rise _ in 
its second week couldn't hold, with 
Cohan suddenly deciding to shelve 
it after this week. 


re- 


Two new drama contenders to re- 
place as many outgoing pieces. 
“Frankie and Johnnie” made its 
bow at the Adelphi Sunday. Same 
night ushered in Raymond Hitch- 
cock with something new in “Your 


Uncle Dudley” at the Dlinois. 
Those leaving were “Jarnegan” 
and “Jealousy.” 
Premeditated sensation 
of “Harlem” is probably 
lot of wrinkles in someone's fore- 
head. Colored play is a plain bust 
up to now. Switched to the Apollo 
Sunday, figuring a break on the 
main stem and leaving the Majestic 


expected 
causing a 


dark. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Billie” ‘Erlanger, 4th week). 
Couldn't hold pace; off about $3,000 
to $18,000. Blowing Saturday. 

“Frankie and Johnnie” (Adelphi, 
Ist week). Premiered Sunday. 
“Jealousy” taking off at $15,000. 

“Connecticut Yankee” (Garrick, 
8th week). Little change. Looks 


like one slow but sure. 
000. 

“Jarnegan” (14th and last week). 
Good and profitable run for this 
one. Kept going mainly on Ben- 
nett’s name. Final $13,000. 

“Nut Farm” (Cort, 3d week). Will 
not survive. Again $9,000. 

“Your Uncle Dudley” (Illinois, 1st 
week). Sunday opener. Relit house. 

“A Hundred Years Old” (Harris, 
5th week). Off another grand to 
$13,000. 

“Dracula” (Blackstone, 8th week). 
Considering house, making splendid 
showing; $10,000. 

“Scandals” (Grand, 7th and final 
week). Took it on chin plenty, 
Folded big loser on total engage- 


About $18,- 


ment; no better than $22,000 on 
finale. 
“Harlem” (Majestic, 4th week). 


Moving to Apollo in try for support. 
Started fairly but declined sharply; 
down to $12,000. 

“Boom, Boom” (Apollo, 4th week). 
Going along as long as brokers 
favor it. Not in very good form at 
$17,006. 


Ill. Bill Banning Ticket 
Agencies Passes House 


Chicago, May 28. 

Apparently not at all concerned 
with court decisions as to ticket 
agencies, Representative Albert J, 
Mancin of Chicago has introduced 
and had passed by the TPlinois 
House of Representatives making 
it a misdemeanor punishable by fine 
or imprisonment to sell a theatre 
ticket for more than the printed 
price. Bill next goes to the Senate. 

Fine not to exceed $500 or im- 
prisonment not to exceed one year, 
or both. 


“Show Boat” Does $45,000 
In Boston; Civic Rep Big 


Boston, May 28. 

This town is down to rock bottom 
with but three houses open. The 
Colonial still has Zeigfeld’s “Show 
Boat” playing to capacity, the Apollo 
is trailing along with “Blossom 
Time” doing pretty well because of 
the lack of competition and Jane 
Cowl opened at the Plymouth in a 
new show, “Jenny.” 

“Show Boat” piled up capacity 
gross at $5.50; close to $45,000. 
“Blossom Time at the Apollo did 
quite a pickup over the preceding 
week and the final week of the Civic 
Rep grossed $17,000. Blanche Yurka, 
in the final week at the Plymouth, 
in “Wild Duck,” did about $6,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Show Boat” Colonial (4th week). 
Still playing to capacity with 
standees and with the gross running 
close to $45,000. 

“Blossom Time,” Apollo (3d week). 
Came strong last week and picked 
$4,000, bringing the gross up to $16,- 
000. 

“Jenny” 
(1st week). 
second 


“The 








(Jane Cowl) Plymouth 
Opened Monday. 
appearance here 
Man Who 
Name,” Copley. (ist 
show with premiere on 
| Followed a few weeks of 
Train,” a repeat. 


Star's 
this season. 
Changed His 
week) New 
Monday. 


The Ghost 


“Coquette,” with Helen Hayes 
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54 VARIETY 

= ie 
Shuberts present semi-book revue, in two 
acta, staged by Busby Berkeley. Featuring 

Ted Healy, Ann Seymour, Dodge Twins 
Arthur and Morton Havel, Stanley Rogers 

Music by Lee David and Maury Rubens 

lyrics by J. Keirn Brennan and M. Jaffe 

Dances by Mr. Berkeley. Booked, staged 

by Lew Morton and Thomas A. Hart 

pened at the Shubert, New York, May 25 

Harry De Costa@.......-seeeeeeees John Byam 

Jack Graham... ccccccsscoces Morton Havel 

Josephine Gray. .cesscecscesecess Laura Lee 
Bud O' Nell]... cccccccccscccce Arthur Havel 

May Gray .....cescoes gectoovers Jackie Paige 

Ernest Fairworth.......eseess Walter Armin 

TOO onc coos vebscvececcoseteoseses Ted Healy 

SHEMP. .cccvcecccccerccces ..Shemp Howard 

BROS. cowecceséPbcceeseessecs Harry Howrrd 

EAPIY cocccccccceses casecesooess Milly Ome 

WOGEY ccoccccccccccsevccevesesce Fred Sanvorn 

Ambrose Trainer.......-.> Dudley Clements 

Count Muzzini.......scccceces Walter Armin 

Maria Livia..... .---- Anita Case 
POND Boks cate cectéosgsbideses Enjio Badii 

Mussolini ......«++e6 eocecee eoeee+ David Tuli 

Irene Traimer.....-ccseccereeeé Ann Seymoui 

Chester Hale Girls—Mary Hiscox, Jeanne 
Kroll, Agnes Hickey, Gertrude Westling, 
Adeline Bornheim, Lillian Bennett, Dor- 
othy Pierce, Gladys Glorita, Evelyn Ford, 
Erma Echt, La Vonne Gundry, Hazel 
Landers, Evelyn Shiela, Francis Johnson, 
Dorothy Davies, Blanche De Clere. 

Allan K. Foster Girls—Lee Nutter, Polly 
MeCann, Peggy DeRoy, Adele Jay, Betty 
Mayfair, Doris Smith, Jerry Pole, Edna 
Tobin, Gladys Miller, Bobby Carswell, 
Bobbie Baker, Ruth Martin, Judy Garey. 

Dancing Girls—Olive Hollingshead, Dorothy 
Chadwick, Gladys Granzow, Jeannett: 
Waite, Jackie Paige, Evelyn Dehkers, 
Betty Allen, Sarah Granzow. 

Show Girls—Marion Gillon, Emmita- Casa- 
nova, Mozelle Stapp, Kay Norwood, Eve- 


lyn Wetherbee, Irene King, Edna Lynn, 
Marvelle Dawn, Myrtle Candee, Louise 
Chowning, Marion Crozan, Florence Po- 
well, Julia Barker, Billie Fanning, Peggy 
Udel. 
Boys — Jack Raye, James Lee, Tommy 
Kerns, Ed Stanbridge, Allen Blair, James 
Maxwell, Hal Gibson, Eddie Hackett, 
Charles McClelland and James Beattie. 





Shuberts had a book to start with 
but lost it somewhere between the 
first rehearsal and the second act 


curtain. This revue, following the 
nights in Spain and Paris, does 
finally reach Venice but makes 


plenty of detours in “one” on the 
way. 

It’s not a book show at all, but a 
wagonload of disconnected special- 
ties, joined for a light summer revue 
that should stick through the four 
hot months and then blow, without 
ever figuring in important money. 
It's not an important show. 

A lucky lot of numbers that prob- 
ably were laying on the shelf have 
been inserted at odd intervals to 
save the works. Several contract 
people are in to be kept busy. 

Some people who rate much more 
than ‘they’re getting in “Venice.” 
Fodi Brown, for instance, who ap- 
pears in two bits, with no more 


Plays on Broadway | 


: 


EGITIMA 





nauts Most everything in but the 
go to hell’ whistle and the dia- 
mond ring. The twin who does the 
whistling can purse her lips in any 
company, however, for she is as 
neat a whistler as a looker. The 
girls finish this one on full stage 
in a nest surrounded by large pink 


flowers. Set is the best and most 
sightly in the show, devoted ex- 
clusively to the sisters. Later on 


in other attempts the Dodges illus- 
trate the value of true stage pres- 
ence and show sense by impressing 
a lot with little effort. That slow 
motion bend dance before the cho- 
rus could be tossed into the alley 
without the Dodges. 

Sianley Ragers is in drag through- 
out, dofting the red wig only once, 
and then to play the landlady in 
a satire on “Street Scene.” This is 
another push in to save the show's 
neck. It arrives toward the finish. 
‘Yhe shooting husband and cheating 
wife get the call over the balance 
of “street Scene” characters bur- 
lesqued here. The wife is suspected 
otf cheating with the Borden milk 
collector. Another version of 
“Throw Down the Key” and the 
like. 

No authorship for any of the bits. 
Healy's four plants are funny 
boys, one (Shemp Howard) more 
outspoken than the average goof 
character and himself a comic of 
apparent ad lib ability. Rest are 
Shenmip'’s brother, Harry, Larry Fine 
and ired Sanborn. Latter used to 
work with Jack McLallen. He's a 
xylophonist also and used here for 
an intermission solo in the pit. 

Best ensemble dancing is by the 
Chester Hale troupe of 16 girls. 

Specialists in the stage band 
number are Betsy Rees, who does a 
show stopping eccentric toe dance, 


and did the same in the last Le- 
Maire’s “Affairs”; Paul Dewes, 
hoofer; Sarah Granzew, chorister, 


who doubles here for a bit with 
Healy; Miss Lee, in a spirited song 
and dance, solo and with chorus, 
and Healy's four mugs. 

Ann Seymour’s song, with Healy 
straighting, is one of the show's best 
single items. Healy can be credited 
with being foremost in selling the 
picture house band routine with his 
playing of phoney. maestro and 
chattering. He’s a funny comedian 
all through the show, funnier in 
this number than ever. 

The “Tondelayo” bit in “one” is 
just a hokey interlude. Halfred 
Young sings a song of that title 
while Fiorence Powell, another cho- 
rus girl, in cork, does a_ polite 
cooch for accompaniment, This and 
the elaborately staged jungle dance 





than six lines to read all evening 
and on the stage for perhaps five or 
six minutes. Laura Lee, peachy little 
soubret, who has appeared to ad- 
vantage with better chances else- 
where, doesn’t mean a thing until 
they ring in a stage band and 
specialty interlude. 

. That stage band thing makes the 
affair look plenty picture house. It 
also topped anything else for re- 
sponse-getting, taking place at the 
end of Act Two and revealing gen- 
eral starvation for entertainment. 

The book probably was a clean 
little book when submitted. Not a 
good book, though, for the author 
didn’t even ask for billing. But 
what they wrote into it and around 
it wasn’t so nice, in fact, plenty 
dirty. No greater quantity of smut 
in a Broadway revue in the last 
year. Nothing very offensive about 
it, but vulgar... Smut in “Venice’ 
has been increased, perhaps, to sup- 
plant flesh display, of which there 
is little this trip. Not a missing 
brassiere, a surprise, after past 
Shubert revues, 

Ted Healy handles most of the 
rough stuff, and maybe that’s why 
So little of it offends. His “Is That 
Your Face?” gag with a plant calls 
for a dirty mind to interpret but 
clean minds aren’t in the majority 
at revues, and the gag had better 
stay where it is, Outside, in vaude, 
it's a first show and out. 

Healy, Ann Seymour and the 
Dodge Twins are the top features 
and most guccessful along the way, 
though Arthur and Morton ' Havel 
handle their duo comedy parts nice- 
ly. The Havels: have contributed 
plenty from their vaude turn, as 
have the others. Fact is the ma- 
terial derived from vaude along with 
the people who brought it makes 
this Shubert revue whatever it 
might be. 

Joe and Pete Michon of vaude 
were the individual smash, doing 
their breakneck, legs and arms of 
vaude without alteration or stall- 
ing. Boys have one spot only, mid- 
way in the first act, busting in re- 
gardless of continuity and making 
much of what follows look rather 
chumpy. + 

Miss Seymour, who cops the indi- 
vidual femme honors, has a solo 
spot, also in the opening act, sing- 
ing a special lyric of the sort usu- 
ally identified with single women in 
vaude. It’s a comic verse panning 
the bovs and titled “The Best Are 
None Too Good.” Miss Seymour 
sells it for its full worth. 

The Dodges seem to have been 
most highly favored in the spot al- 
lotment. They appear first for their 
whistling number, used here before 
as well as often abroad, and which 
is extremely suggestive of the Ar- 


by Kuderu,f and Mme, Shadur- 
skaya, billed as an authentic study, 
could be dropped and not missed. 





| main, who staged the show, died in 
|his dressing room. Howard 
was called in to conclude the direc- 
| tional work and went into the cast 
| William MHarrigan, featured lead, 
quit, and Douglass Dumbrille re- 
placed him. 

Locale is Hainan on 
coast, a spot 
Kai Chang, 
toward foreigners is 

Jim O'Neill, 
fortune, has 
private war up 
carrying rifles and 
seized by the mandarin. 
comes to demand the loot. 
there is a party of English 
whose 
wireless tampered with. 

Murders in wholesale. The vic- 
tims generally pass out strangled by 
a green cord. These little incidents 
occur in sight of the audience. Gun- 
fire aplenty. Once a machine gun 
spat. 

“Chinese O'Neill” is captured and 
death for him from a thousand cuts. 
Young Nancy Beresford, who has 
fallen in love with O'Neill, is fated 
to witness the killing. Jim slips 
from his bonds, secures a gun firing 
upon and explodes dynamite loaded 
on a river boat. 

First and second acts have some 
motion and interest by reason of the 
murders, Chinese threats, mysteri- 
ous faces, lights, etc. Last act very 
draggy. 

Dumbrille did well enough con- 
sidering he jumped into the show at 
short notice. That goes for Frank 
G. Bond. John Buckler, Jr., played 
a half-caste with skill. Josephine 
Evans was bitter and hard as Mil- 
lie, who ran a gaming house in 
Hongkong. Audrey Ridgewell was 
Nancy. Edward Rigby had a com- 
edy role that hardly fitted the going 
“Chinese O'Neill might do as a 
picture but not as a Broadway play. 


the China 
dominated by 
whose idea of justic« 
American soldier of 
been carrying on a 
the river. A boat 


O'Neill 
Lured 
people 


Ibee. 

THE VILNA TROUPE 
PARNUSO 
(Yiddish) 


Comedy in three acts by Chuno Gottes- 
feld. Directed by Laib Kadison and Leon 


Kolker. At the Yiddish Folks theatre, 
New York, May 23, $2.50 top. 

b  . SPOTTTT TTT Ce ee Laizer Zeliaze 
Wn 46.54060049 600606 She eRee Rose Zeliazo 
ee, Ss «5.0 00 04406 +++» Shulamith Zeliazo 

} Leah Naomi 

Leah} (alterrfates)........ 2Chana Kadison 
Yechaskel........00. oséuoe Noah Nachbush 
DOVils voc ccccves evecceets Reuben Wendroft 
PES deotucséneses Jacob Bergin 
Wee PRTOET. oS deiabeececcthiase Leon Kolker 
Shlome Kop.........2+..06...-Moshe Feder 
Berthe@. .é..0. eeeeessee- Esther Neroslavska 
BORING. ccccsveue eneceearerseccere Sam Cohn 
Bc cscecveces Ere 


This production, which seems to 
be clicking with the East Siders, is 
a duplication of a musical comedy 
in which Molly Picon appeared two 
or three years ago entitled 
“Raizele.” 

Comparison with its treatment in 








Both at less through being far away 
from home. 

Stevens Bros. and their wrestling 
bear are yet another late insert for 
more comedy. The Stevens, enter- 
ing through the orchestra at call 
for volunteers, are doing a routine 
almost identical to that of a bear 
act in vaude called “Little Jim.” 
To the face slapping, the gum chew- 
ing comic, that comic’s makeup and 
the pants falling finish. 

Halfred Young, John Byam and 
Anita Case carry the vocal burden, 
with not much to sing. There isn’t 
a hit song in the show, while even 
a near-hit might have counted so 
much in the general sum-up. They 
won't walk out of this show hum- 
ming a tune unless a tune from an- 
other show. 

The scenic number programed as 
“The Lure of the Night” is one of 
the chances for anatomy business: 
but that’s not the point. The girls 
are posing on a moving “iceberg.” 
On the drop is painted a ship. 
Young sings the theme song. Pro- 
gram says “with the ‘Ille de France’ 
on the horizon.” The Michons’ set 
is, according to program, “the locker 
room of the S. S. ‘Paris’.” Both 
ships mentioned are of the French 
Line. Bige. 


CHINESE O’NEILL 
Melodrama in three acts written and pre- 
sented ty Caplain Cushing Donnell; staged 


by Georges Romain; Douglass R. Dumbrille 
featured, 








Captain Powler..... Lah eted George Buzante 
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SO id v0 chbdbeeeds evades Al Boucari 
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— Herbert Lenck......... Edward Rigby 

aptain Clarkson...... Frederick B. Manatt 
Goolle ROSES 65036566006 bee obs Gordon Conover 
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A former soldier, Captain Cush- 
ing Donnell wrote and produced 
“Chinese O'Neill” as his debut into 
the legit field. The meller was an- 
nounced last season by a young 
managerial tirm which dissolved. 
That probably led the captain to try 
it on his own. He is said to have 





two other plays for production. 
Kither one may have a_ better 
chance to make the grade. “O'Neill” 
does not qualify. 

During the try-out the new man- 


fjager had his lwoubles. 


Georges KRo- | 


the hands of Molly Picon would be, 
of course, to the disadvantage of the 
players who are now using the 
property, but the Vilna Troupe is a 
pleasing group, excellent in some 
instances, badly cast and directed 
in others. 

Story is about a young couple 
with a child who have bought a 
candy store. They discover that it 
is practically impossible to make 
it pay, a young widow across the 
street drawing all the business. 
They are told that a former pro- 
prietor hung himself in the very 
door which leads to the inner quar- 
ters. 

The young husband gets an idea 
from the behavior of one of the cus- 
tomers and insists on his wife be- 
coming a widow, while he becomes 
her brother. Complications follow 
when the customers all try to 
“make” Fannie while Jonah is 
around, without paying any atten- 
tion to him. 


Gagging follows closely on the 
style, effect and wording of that 
used in the Picon musical. Very 


effective here. 

Bit parts are the outstanding con- 
tributions. Shaike (Sam Cohn). 
the strong man, a red-headed, pot- 
bellied Falstaff, with innumerable 
laughable eccentricities, is one of 
the best. Another is the barber. 
Leon Kolker, in a brief appearance. 

Leah, the _ talkative neighbor 
(Chana Kadison or Leah Naomi), 
well directed and with able delivery, 
another of the cast contributing 
largely to the general effectiveness. 
Yechaskel (Noah Nachbush), Leah's 
husband, and Jonah (lLaizer Zeli- 
aszo) complete the list of well- 
placed members of the troupe. 

Rose Zeliazo as Fannie never 
convincing. Miss Zeliazo muffed 
the few comedy lines given her, be- 
came hysterical in minor domestic 
affairs, over-emphasized unimpor- 
tant lines and lacked appearance to 
make the role of the merry widow 
understandable. Jacob Bergrin as 
Louis, the prizefighter, lacked con- 
vincing appearance, voice and de- 
livery. Reuben Wendroff as David, 
the communistic street car con- 
ductor, over - acted throughout, 
while Bertha, the opposition widow, 
out of focus following previous de- 
scriptions. 

Before a somewhat naive gather- 
ing the shortcomings in production 
were passed over. Wild comedy 
sallies were received with dispro- 
portionate enthusiasm and _inef- 
ficient dramatic tries inspired ap- 





plause from scattered sections of 
the house. 
Play never reaches the farcical 
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mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musica 





Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 

house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 


—+$—. 


Variance 


C (comedy); 
'comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 





Admission tax applies 


“Appearances,” Mansfield. Taken 
off Saturday; played eight weeks; 
business generally last week 


plainly indicated ending season. 


“Blackbirds,” Eltinge (56th week) 
(R-892-$3). Substitution of road 


company appears to have made 
material difference; takings 
dropped to $11,000 last week, 


lowest mark this season. 

“Bird in Hand,” Morosco (19th week) 
(C-893-$3.85). Better than week 
previous, true of some favorites; 
English comedy regarded set for 
summer; $17,000. 


“Brothers,” 48th St. (23rd week) 
(CD-906-$3.85). Will go well into 
July and expected to stick 
through summer; business off 
but over $9,000. 

“Chinese O'Neill,” Forrest (2nd 
week) (D-1,015-$3), Opened last 


week with critics taking sock at 
new meller; cut rater indicated. 

“Chippies,” Belmont (ist week) (C- 
515-$3). Independently presented; 
of new authorship; opens tonight 
(May 29). 

“Congratulations,” National (5th 
week) (C-1,104-$3). Final week: 
thought to have had chance, but 
dropped; $6,000; house dark. 

“Courage,” Ritz (35th week) (CD- 
945-$3.85). Wavered in past four 
weeks, with Saturday weak; over- 
estimated; was around $9,000 then 
dropped to $7,000; week to week. 

“Decision,” 49th St. (Ist week) 
(CD-708-$3). Only premiere this 
week; presented independently: 
written by Carl Hankle; opened 
Monday. 

“Follow Thru,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(21st week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Solid 
smash; sure to last well into next 
season; $40,000. 

“Grand Street Follies,” Booth (5th 
week) (R-708-$4.40). Doesn't re- 
quire exceptional grosses to get 
by, co-operative nature; $9,000. 

“Hello, Daddy,” Erlanger’s (23rd 
week) (M-1,520-$4.40). Manage- 
ment expectations of. going 








dimensions it aimed at. Opportuni- 
ties in the second act are never 
seized, and the fall of each curtain 
brought little response despite the 
laughs earlier in the acts. Mori. 


PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 
COURTESAN 


Providence, May 22. 
Louis Sunshine presents ‘‘Courtesan,’’ by 
Irving Kaye Davis, with Filsa Shelley as 
Alice Trevor. Direction by Frederick Stan- 
hope and settings by Cleon Throckmorton. 
At the Modern theatre, May 20. 





“Courtesan” is a monodrama, 
Irving Kaye Davis's own invention. 
a play in which just one character 
walks upon the scene. At its best® 
it certainly cannot hope to be con- 
sidered much more than a curiosity. 
if that. To the first nighters here 
the play appeared to be one of the 
most naive, unreal and unconvinc- 
ing hodge-podge impossibilities ever 
to be dubbed artistic experiment 


With the aid of an eternal phone, 
piano music, notes and other off- 
stage noises Mr. Davis manages to 
involve 10 persons, two animals and 
a reptile in a plot of high, low and 
medium passion that takes an even- 
ing to unfold, but produces in the 
flesh only the central figure, Alice 
Trevor, a kept woman. 


Some of the novelty of this sort 
of stunt has been chipped away by 
the production of “Jealousy.” But 
Louis Verneuil and his adapter, 
Eugene Walter, were pikers; they 
used two characters, 

Elsa Shelley gives a smooth per- 
formance—but the odds are against 
her. It’s a pitiful plot. 

Alice Trevor, the kept, has a 
tough time trying to crash the bar- 
riers of happiness and respectabil- 
ity. The effort affected her mind 
for she spends most of her time 
talking to herself. 

Most unusual lady. Keeps a poi- 
sonous pet snake under glass in 
her dressing room. In the denoue- 
ment Alice, in a sadistic frenzy, 
kills a new lover and devotes much 
of her monolog to a recital of how 
she covered her tracks. 3ut be- 
trayed by her bloomers left in her 
apartment. She lets the audience 
in on that herself. 

The most satisfactory thing Alice 
does came at the last minute when 
she flung herself from a window to 
a courtvard, 18 gtories below. For 
two and three-quarters acts most of 
the audience had been hoping she 
would, even if only six steric 


~e Marcelo. 





on tickets over $3 


through summer; hot 
will tell tale; $16,000. 

“Hold Everything,” Broadhurst 
(33rd week) (M-1,118-$5.50). One 
of favorite musicals drawing 
many repeaters; business varies 
little ;$29,000, 

“Holiday,” Plymouth (27th week) 
(C-1,012-$3.85). Somewhat bet- 
ter after having dived; $12,500 or 
more; still making coin. 

“Jonesy,” Bijou (8th week) (C-605- 
$3). Picked up last week and 
now figured to go along through 
June or longer; small cast show; 
$7,000. 


weather 


“Journey’s End,” Henry Miller's 
(11th week) (C-946-$4.40). Prob- 
ably. strongest agency call in 
town; limited capacity (house 


has gallery) factor in demand; 
over $20,000; capacity since start, 

“Kibitzer,” Royale (15th week) (C- 
1,118-$3). Internal trouble may 
bring sudden closing; $11,000. 

“Lady Fingers,” Liberty. Closed 
Saturday, although slated to stick 
this week; house dark. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” Little (15th week) 
(C-530-$4.40). Continues to rec- 
ord business for this small house; 
playing added matinee weekly for 
some time; over $14,500. 

“Little Accident,” Ambassador (34th 
week) (C-1,200-$3). Laugh show 
that ought to be clean-up on tour 
next season; paced around $11,- 
000 recently and okay at this time 

“Messin’ Around,” Hudson. Colored 
show. Stopper last week after 
Monday night’s perfomance; the 
bankroll gave out. 

“Music in May,” Casino (9th week) 
(M-1,477-$5.50). Kept going by 
virtue of parties and other cut 
rates; $16,000 to $17,000. 

“My Girl Friday,” Republic (15th 
week) (C-901-$3). Cast took sal- 
ary cut lately when author took 
over show; intends sticking; 
$6,000 estimated. 

“Pleasure Bound,” Majestic (15th 
week) (R-1,775-$5.50). Another 
three weeks and then to Chicago; 
faring rather well; bit under $34,- 
000 lately; “Broadway Nights” 
follows. 

“She Got What She Wanted,” Wal- 
lack’s (18th week) (C-776-$3). 
Expected to close this week; 
about $3,500 weekly. 

“Skidding,” Bayes (54th week) (C- 
861-$3). Length of run hardly 
indicative of show’s real rating; 
can make money at small grosses; 
$4,000 estimated. 

“Spring Is Here,” Alvin (12th week) 
(M-1,387-$5.50). Musical seems to 
be well liked, but business com- 
paratively moderate; about $21,- 


000. 
“Strange Interlude,” Golden (70th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). Announced 


to close Saturday, but held over 
this week; dramatic smash of last 


season may continue’ through 
June, — 
“Night in Venice,” Shubert (24 


week) (R-1,395-$5.50). Looks like 
money show: opened Tuesday, 
but gave three matinees; after- 
noons not big but nights built to 
capacity; first week estimated at 
$30,000. 

“Stepping Out,” Fulton (2d week) 
(C-913-$3.85). Got box-office no- 
tices and first week indicates new 
comedy will be summer seller; 
first week uoted at $13,000. 

“Street Scene,” Playhouse (2ist 
-week) (D-879-$3.85). Ought to go 
well into next season with sum- 
mer span cinch; always capacity; 
weekly average betters $20,000. 

“The Camel Through the Needle’s 
Eye,” Guild (7th week) (D-914- 
$3). Moved here from Beck Mon- 
day; last week around $15,000. 

“The Jade God,” Cort (3d week) 
(D-1,043-$3). New mystery meller 
doing about as expected and will 
probably turn profit; $7,000. 

“The Love Duel,” Barrymore (7th 
week) (D-1,090-$3). Plans are for 
continuance through June: busi- 
ness bettered $12,000 last week 
and pace apparently profitable. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (5th 
week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Went ahead 
of pace last week, trade at mat- 
inees 


picking up. rain~ probably 
aiding; $24,500; nice hit. 
“The New Moon,” Imperial (37th 


week) (O-1,446-$5.50). Well over 
mark of previous week until Sat- 
urday’s perfect May day; $33,000 

“Whoopee,” New Amsterdum (26th 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Completed 
half year’s run and business con- 
tinues at virtual capacity pace; 
$48,000, tops the list. 
Special Attractions—Little Theatres 
“Passion Play,” Hippodrome (5th 
week). Prices cut in half. 
“The Perfect Alibi,” Hopkins; 
getting real trade. 

“Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh,” Kluw; re- 
vival. 

“After Dark,” Rialto, Hoboken; 
vival. 

“The Black Crook,” Lyric, Hobo- 
’ : ’ 
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(Continued from page 52) 


lated from printings of this kind are 
Lawrence's “Rainbow” and “Made- 
line,” which involved Harpers in a 
Jengthy court fracas, 

Profits are 1,000 per and 
more on the sale of a re-vyamped 
pook. 

Where the ones just naughty 
enough to be barred by reputable 
publishing houses or else ordered 
off the press by John Law sell for 
five bucks the hotter stuff with in- 
tense foreign realism pull down 15 
to 25 smackers per copy. 


cent. 


The business has already worked 
up a scale where originals can be 
plated so perfectly as to pass for 
firsts by those inexpert in printing. 
Terms for the job are as low as 
$500 for 1,000 books, not exceeding 
400 pages each, 

The zine plate combination is 
threatening the existence of the old- 
fashion under cover user of type. 
In the case of a film press agent 
who got out an edition on smoker 
stories supposed to cover the past 
40 years the type job was hi-jacked 
by two plate firms. 


“Hangover” Ruins L‘ef’s Trip 

Horace Liveright’s desire to bring 
out “Hangover” in August cancelled 
Max Lief’s contemplated vacation 
trip to Europe with Manny Seff, the 
Shubert p. a. Seff now has a per- 
fectly good stateroom and is scout- 
ing around for some theatrical ac- 
quaintance to double up with him 
in preference to an outsider. 

Lief has been instructed by Liv- 
eright to tone down the raciness of 
his script. It’s a show story with 


plenty of newspaper locale, easily 
identifiable, including a Variety 
mugg. 


Scripps as “The Old Man” 
The A. K. Sherburn, of Eugene 
MacLean’s novel, “The Old Man,” 
the story of a great newspaper pub- 
lisher, is said to be a thinly-veiled 
biography of the late E. W. Scripps, 
founder of the Scripps-Howard 





chain of papers, and of the United 
Press. 

MacLean worked under Scripps 
the latter’s lifetime and 
knew the publisher intimately. Mac- 
Lean recently has been confining 
himself to writing fiction for news- 
paper serialization, under 
pseudonyms, 


during 


various 


“Sleeveless Errana” Coming Out 
William Morrow will publish here 
Norah C, James’ novel, “Sleeveless 
Errand.” It’s sale was barred in 
England when brought out early in 
the year. 
“Sleeveless 
been 
man 


Errand” 
translated into French, 
and Dutch, with no 
against it in those countries. 

Sumner, the vice digger, who 
sought to indict “Well of Loneli- 
ness” here, is preraring to go to 
the mat with “Sleeveless Errand.” 


since 
Ger- 
step 


has 


Blowing a Gag 

A Johns-Hopkins doctor, some 
Saltimore people and Frank Vree- 
land, of the Fox publicity depart- 
ment, have decided tha. cigaret dif- 
ferentiation contests are just 
much smoke for ad copy. 

The physician, Dr. Austin, an in- 
veterate cigaret smoker, said that 
it was physically impossible to tell 
the difference, except with certain 
foreign tobaccos, The blindfold 
contest flopped so bad that Meccas 
tasted as good as Murads. 


sO 





Juvenile Disgust 
Fiorence Eldridge, now in pic- 
tures on the coast, has a younger 
brother who boasts a course in jour- 
nalism but doesn’t say much when 
asked on what paper he is cubbing. 
The juvenile Eldridge is rather 
put out with his sheet, a Los An- 
geles daily, because he actually dug 


up a story of a man who bit a dog | 


and his paper didn’t print it. 


“Reporter” Withdrawn 
Dispute between Meyer Levin, 
author of the novel, “Reporter,” 
and his publisher, John Day Com- 
pany, has decided the latter to 
withdraw the book from publica- 


'a member of the 
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tion. Levin wrote the novel while 
editorial staff 


the Chicago Daily News. 


of 


Herbert Askwith is now handling 


| publicity for Horace Liveright, book 
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publisher. 
the 


He is of 


concern. 


also vice-pres. 


Time, one of the 
ful of the news weeklies, is to use 
feature stuff, for an expansion of 


the publication. 


most success- 


Leonard Hall is giving the Holly- 
wood studios a look. 


tovert O. Ballou, former literary 
editor of the Chicago Daily News, 
nas joined the new book publishing 
house of Jonathan Cape and Harri- 
son Smith as literary adviser. That 
concern will get out its first book 
around July 1. 


J. P. McEvoy has written a se- 
quel to “Show Girl,” called “Show 
Gir! in Hollywood.” It will first be 
published by Liberty as a serial. 


Ernest V. 
tor of Film 
Mitchell. 


Heyn is the new edi- 


Haviland Wessells, organist at the | 


Peekskill theatre, is author of the 
novelette appearing in July number 
of “Stage and Screen Stories.” 


New editor of Smart Set is Mar- 
garet Sangster, short story writer 
and poet. 


Harry Ushiyama is due in Holly- 
wood during June to _ represent 
Fotograms, Tokio film publication. 


Fun, succeeding Curtis | 


RITZY 


| 
| 
} 
; 


(Continued from page 52) 


racing in England, 
from Eleanor, Lady 
half share in “Lone 
which ran colors. 


j}Ann entered 
purchasing 
Torrington, a 


Knight,” her 


| 

ee 
Coty’s Divorce 

| In Paris, Francois Coty, million- 
aire perfume manufacturer, is 
ing sued for a divorce. 
ter, Christiane Coty, divorced Paul 
Dubonnet, millionaire liquor manu- 
facturer.. Dubonnet then became the 
fifth husband of the American 
woman, Jean Nash. Originally Jean 
Donaldson, daughter of a former 
vice-president of the Erie Railroad, 


be- 
The daugh- 


Jean became in turn Mrs, Stanley 
Kerwan, Mrs. Winfield Sifton, Mrs. 
John Victor Nash and Princess 


Sabet Bey. 
Marriages and Divorces 


Elliott Blanc, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward H. Blanc, has become 
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engaged to Huston D of 


Crippen, 


Washington Square. She is a niece 
iof Kate Blanc, widow of Sidney 
| Harris. Mr. Harris was previously 


divorced by Katharine Brady, 
| mothe r of his daughter, the late 
Katharine Harris. 

This daughter married John 


Barrymore, with whom she acted on 
Broadway. After divorcing PBarry- 
more, she divorced Alexander D. B. 
Pratt, a millionaire, who had pre- 
viously been divorced by Beatrice 
Benjamin. Finally, Katharine Har- 
ris-Barrymore-Pratt died as_ the 
wife of Leon Orlowski, of the Pol- 
ish Legation in Washington. It was 
after Barrymore was divorced by 
Katharine Harris that he was di- 
vorced by Blanche Oelrichs, known 
as “Michael Strange,” enabling him 
to marry Dolores Costello, 

After Beatrice Benjamin, cousin 
of Millicent Rogers, divorced Pratt, 
she divorced Preston Gibson, play- 
wright, and married Charles Cart- 
wright, an Englishman. 














| PAUL 





| 
| 
| 
| JAMES F. 
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WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 


Personal Representative 


GILLESPIE 























Management WILLIAM MORRIS 





























Sain oS aca 


YOLANDA 








VELOZ aa YOLANDA 


INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM FAVORITES 








Featured 


15th WEEK 


in 


PLEASURE BOUND’ 


Majestic Theatre, New York 











ALSO 








Appearing 


AFTER THEATRE 


at the 


ST, REGIS RODE 


Fifth Week 











Costumes by ALISON HUNTER 


Sincere Appreciation to VINCENT LOPEZ and Orchestra—Hotel St. Regis Roof 


And to HAROLD STERN and Orchestra—“Pleasure Bound” 


Personal Representative, IRVING SHERMAN, 1560 Broadway, New York 
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Use of 


Some of the steady buyers of 
ether time (commercial) are side- 
stepping name acts as advertising 
mediums, claiming the more popu- 
lar radio acts take the spot away 
from products they are paid to ex- 
ploit. 

Aversion to names by radio ad- 


vertisers has not become general as 
yet, but has cropped up frequently 
of late among the smaller but con- 
sistent commercials. It's an about- 


face on the part of several who 
most recently were ga-ga over 
names and paid plenty to have 


them plug merchandise. 

When a Philadelphia coal com- 
pany declined to give another con- 
tract to a widely known radio star 
who has been identified with its 
programs for a year or more, it was 
stated the coal people wished to 
insert more variety into the broad- 
casts. Reported truth of the mat- 
ter was, however, that the ctar, 
while plugging the coal company, 
Was so personally popular he com- 
pletely overshadowed the coal and 
its advertised virtues. 

Most of the large commercials 
prefer to have their air periods di- 
rectly identified with their product, 


such as the La Palina Hour. 
Eveready Hour, ete. Such broad- 


casts undergo frequent changes in 
cast. When a name act is em- 
ployed, the employment is not per- 
manent. The permanent bands used 
in these programs are generally 
known by the trade-mark of the 
company. 
Time and Money 

Other commercials preferring the 
names of acts in place of naming a 
period of time after themselves 
have the acts adopt the name of the 
company, such as the Happiness 
Boys. 

The commercials deciding against 
the use of names claim the time on 
the air is costly enough without ad- 
ditional salaries for stars, and with 
a chance the advertisers may be 
forgotten by the listeners-in in 
favor of the acts themselves. These 
radicals are in the minority, most 
of them small advertisers who can- 
not stand the double expense of 
time and name without assurance 


Names by Commerci a] Air 
Buyer Hurts Advertising Plug? 


| new half-hour. 





of returns through the name act’s 
probable popularity. 





Absorb Drama League 
(Continued from page 51) 
adrift and simply operate independ- 

ently 
Mors. Foresee Demands 


In New York the Church and 
Drama has a reviewer, a Miss 
Wentworth, who used to b. with 
the Drama League, With the 
Drama League she was one of a 
committee of several whv passed on 
shows, With the Church and Drama 
she reviews by herself. Not al- 
ways, however, are the shows re- 
viewed. Recently she is reported as 
having toli a p. a. that it wasn’t 
necessary for her to see a certain 
show, that a friend of hers had told 
her that it couldn't be recommend- 
ed. Miss Wentworth’s recommenda- 
tions are mailed on postcards to 
members of the group. Managers 
feel that the Church and Drama is 
seeking to grow into an organiza- 
tion of such size that the: will seek 
cut prices. Not cut prices for a 
party attending all in one evening, 
but a blanket cut price vf say 20 
per cent, to be given whenever a 
Church and Drama Leaguer buys 
a ticket. 

Therefore Chi managers, in par- 
ticular, who have worked amicably 
with the Drama League there and 
who have co-operated, don’t like the 
idea of the ecclesiastical tieup. The 
whole trouble is that most theatre 
managers know most preachers 
haven’t any good will for the the- 
atre and regard action in the pres- 
ent instance as meddling interfer- 
ence. 





In Gilbert Picture 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Katherine Dale Owens is making 
her first picture here in support of 
John Gilbert for M-G-M. [Film is 
“Olympia.” 
“H--e’s Howe” on Film 
Universal has purchased the talk- 
ing picture rights to Aarons & 
Freedley’s “Here’s Howe,” musical, 
producee last year. 








Equity Chorus Meeting 
The Chorus Equity held its an- 
nual meeting yesterday (Tuesday) 





New Dramatic Hour 


A new dramatic half-hour known 
as the “half hour sustaining pro- 
gram” has been introduced by WOR, 
the first of the sketches being the 
dramatized story of the song “In 
Old Madrid.” 

Don Clark and Georgie Bachus 
are the co-authors. A small stock 
cast has been engaged to do the 





Goldkette East 


Jean Goldkette, the Detroit and 
Chicago orchestra maestro, will 
headquarter in New York in the 


fall. 
He expects to align with the NBC 
in an executive capacity. ° 





Ted Shapiro Hooks Up 





Ted Shapiro goes exclusively with 
Ager, Yellen and Bornstein for one 
year. 








Girl Quits Nite Clubs 
at 27; Enters Convent 


Albany, May 238. 


Seeking peace in a convent, Car- 
men Cook, night club entertainer 
and hostess, has deserted Albany’s 
bright lights. 

The tale of this night club girl, 
who went from one night club to the 
other in and about Albany, was 
contained in a routine notation on 
the police blotter, which read: 


“Carmen Cook, 27, night club en- 
tertainer, missing since May 5, from 
her rooming house, Lancaster 
street, has been located at the 
House of Good Shepherd.” 


Three weeks ago Miss Cook dis- 
appeared from her rooming house 
soon after she had been discharged 
from a night club. She left all her 
belongings. To a friend she ad- 
dressed a note saying “I am tired 
of it all” and asking the friend to 
care for her birds. Police at first 
were inclined to believe she con- 
templated suicide. 


Miss Cook came to Albany from 
Detroit. Before her disappearance 
she was entertainer at the Ramona 
club, Rensselaer. She also had been 
employed at the Abbey inn and 
Brockley’s. 





Up in the Air © 
By Mark Vance 


ys 
a4 





For the want of showmanship in 
the arrangement of studio programs 
many a radio layout is giving itself 
a black eye and forcing more dial 
maneuvering than ever before. Stu- 
dio directors appear to fall either 
way without concern as to where 
they are going to land. Their pro- 
grams lately denote that condition. 
Perhaps the desire to keep the 
stations running and the commercial 
accounts has a lot to do with the 
poor program arrangements. Repe- 
tition is causing a lot of discom- 
fort these days and nights. 
Last weék not a single band pro- 
gram was complete without playing 
several selections that are being 
whipped to a frazzle by the con- 
stant whamming on the ether. 
WEAF is as bad as any of the 
other stations. Smaller outfits in 
the depths can be expected to offer 
programs more or less of a medi- 
ocre grade, but the ones higher up 
should be, according to all the laws 
of musical progress, showing more 
class and distinction. 

Once again the old commercial 
tag puts both feet on the clutch. 





Superlatives 
Gagging the effusive and high- 
powered adjective tossing an- 


nouncer should be made some sort 
of a federal law along with the 
power that controls the air stations. 
Several of the biggest stations have 
several who go into a sort of per- 
sonal seventh heaven in using such 
words as “gorgeous,” “wonderful,” 
and so on. 

WMCA may be broadcasting a 
special affair and Donald Flamm 
gets hold of the mike. And the 
elongated Nils (NTG) Granlund is 
another who delights in firing the 
adjectives, especially when 24-sheet- 
ing the night club stuff. 

And this boy, Flamm, shows al- 
most a fiendish desire to work in all 
of his friends who happen to be 
itching to say a few works to the 
radio public. 

Flamm’s main announcer, Mr. 
Alexander, whose announcements 
hit the receivers very mushy, copies 
his boss closely on the superlatives. 
It’s all the nuts and almost nutty. 





Wasted Hours 


About the driest thing in the radio 
world is a banquet given to some 
person unknown outside of his busi- 
ness circle. Fans are supposed to 
hang on or “stand by” until the 
stage profesh begin its part of the 
entertainment. 





Arabic Music 


The smaller stations seem hard up 
for consistent program talent. To 
stimulate local interest they are 
going in for community programs 
that do not mean much to the out- 
side dials. 

WBBI, Staten Island, last week 
gave an hour of Arabic music by 
Arabic talent. May have been a 
master stroke for the Syrian natives 
down around S. I. way, but in upper 
Manhattan the program was a 
vacuum, 


A Stilletto Range 

A lot of thing can be conducted 
in the name of charity. Alexander 
Hamilton Post 139, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, got busy on a special 
poppy program last week via WODA, 
Paterson, with the fans getting a 
talk on poppies if they persisted in 
sticking that far. A femme voice 
wrestled with “Weary River” and 





afternoon, 


static. That kind of a voice. 
stilletto range. 


A 





WGBS Ordinary 

Of late WGBS hasn't been making 
much stride toward a punch to the 
programs. Several years ago the 
Gimbel station was unusually active. 
Dwindling down to just an ordinary 
phase. 

Credit due to Piscope’s Troubadors 
for trying to make the orchestral 
numbers noticeably modernistic. 





Nut Club’s Late Hours 

WMCA no longer has its Broad- 
way nights and even its tendency 
to give a late half hour or so of 
song plugging has disappeared. The 
late stayupers now have the Nut 
Club hoke from Greenwich Village. 
This outfit stirs up things at a late 
hour. 
WMCA standout was Russ Johns- 
ton and his accordion. He adds a 
musical effect that is away from the 
deluge of foxtrots. 


Bad Mimics 
Not long ago every band or studio 
that could dig one up was offering 
a “whispering” entertainer. Now 
comes the Rudy Vallee imitations. 
One band after another do crooning 
vocal copy of Vallee. 

There was the Vallee dupe in 
Pancho’s orchertra via WABC, from 
the Golden Dragon restaurant via 
WMSG. Most all of the small 
studio program musical layouts 
have somebody unmistakeably pull- 
ing a Vallee. And yet nobody seems 
to have written to Herb Hoover 
about it. Nor about those terrible 
Helen Kane mimics. 








Nifty Organ Jazz 

Tommy Christian seems to be 
WPAP’s best bet. He tries hard for 
novelty from his Palisades Park lo- 
cation. 

WPAP buries itself with an over- 
dose of small time vaude from 
Loew’s Sheriden Square and its pipe 
organ programs. However, John 
Gart, on around 12:30 (after mid- 
night), jazzes up the console with 
his nifty playing. 


Flashes 

WOR broke up the Brown dinner 
long enough to earn its money from 
the State Stove Co., of Hamilton, O., 
by giving out the weather reports. 
Miss Lincoln’s vocal airplaining 
about busted the sets from WPAP. 
Charles Johnson’s band at Small’s 
Paradise (WMCA) makes its brass 
and drums earn their salt. Russian 
Cathedral Choir heavy on WEAF 
and heavy on numbers. Pancho’s 
orchestra (WABC) and Picdor's or- 
chestra, same station, seem to be 
new musical outfits striving to clim» 
up to Vallee’s class. Irving Kauf- 
man made his first appearance on 
Sonora program last week over 
WABC. His first number was im- 
mense, but on the second his voice 
broke completely Some voices will 
do that. Hugo Riesenfeld number 
got a play on the Halsey-Stuart 
program over WEAF. New 28-piece 
orchestra is on the new “Broadway 
Lights” program of WEAF. Out- 
standing bet of WJZ was the Max- 
well House hour with the Victor 
Herbert music from “Natoma” fea- 
tured. WOR pulled a dramatic skit. 
“Riches.” It could have been just 
as well played by the Toonerville 





Trolley company. WCDA,. over 
Jersey way, goes hot for Italian 
flavor. It is owned by Italians and 


run by Italians, perhaps the reason. 
Any significance in the Evejournal's 








made the Manhattan sets sound as 
though the air was overcharged with 





number. “There Is No Death” 
l\WPAP? 





via! 


i Tucker's “Honky Tonk” at Warners. 


Inside Stui—Music 


Artists Resent Unsound Opinions 

Considerable to-do among some of the Victor recording artists anent 
that “record testing committee” in Camden, N. J., the home office, be. 
cause of its allegedly silly statements for rejecting what the dance or- 
chestra leaders believed to be marketable product. Cliff Cairns, New 
York recording chief, is not of the committee. The latter is quoted ag 
having given such excuses for rejecting recordings as: “Not sufficient 
dance urge” and “rhythm breaks.” 

How dignified executives known not to dance can judge “breaks” or 
“dance urge” is the basis for complaint. 








High Scale Bringing Members 


Fabulous rates being stipulated in the musician's scale of prices for 
recording on sound pictures is responsible for bringing a flock of non. 
union musicians into the union. 


Boys find it the easiest way to break into the studios to grab the big 
money. 





Levant and Clare’s Tip-Off 
Oscar Levant and Sidney Clare have written a symposium “How Song 
Writers Must Adapt Themselves to the Technique of the Motion Picture 
Screen.” Copies are being sent to all song writers around Hollywood. 





Paul Whiteman Gives a Party 

Paul Whiteman gave another party last week, just before leaving for 
the Coast—and paid for it himself. There were 135 fellows at the Tavern 
after theatre as Paul’s guests. He has done the same thing before, upon 
special occasions, His invitation always means guest. No one pays 
but Paul, who seems in a class by himself in that respect. 

The Whiteman band and three guests, newspaper men, left on the cig 
special Friday. It will make 24 stops in 14 days, reaching Los Angeles 
June 7. Picture making of “The Jazz King” on the Universal lot in 
Hollywood is due to start about July 1. Whiteman and his boys may be 
away from Broadway for five months. 

Before leaving New York Paul generously scored a picture for U. The 
U people liked it so well they made Whiteman a big offer to become the 
U's general musical director. The offer has Paul thinking. 


250,000 Pre-printed “Theme” copies Wasted 

-A point yet to be tested in the matter of the theme song and its pic- 
ture is whether the too early plugging of the song or songs of a talker 
before the picture is released helps or injures the picture’s grosses. This 
takes in radio as well as retail sheets with such other plugs as a music 
publisher might pre-employ without first consulting or co-operating 
with the picture producer or distributor. A difference of early opinion 
may prevail. The final test will be a distinct case of early theme song 
release, 

But recently a music publisher in New York deeming a certain song 
in an unreleased talker must sell because of its singer, ordered 250,000 
copies to be immediately distributed. That is an unusual first order 
under any condition. Shortly after the music was printed, the picture 
producer decided upon a change in title of the talker, sending all of the 
250,000 to the scrap heat. 








Coast Instructions 
When a new arranger presented himself to a Coast studio music de- 
partment he was assigned to make a piano part from a lead sheet. 
Instructions were: “Make it full enough so that we can make an or- 
chestration from it but make it simple enough so that the piano players 
around here can read it.” 





Gag as Title 
Capitalizing on the outstanding gag which heiped put over Moran 
and Mack as record artists, Paramount has accepted the song titled “The 
Early Bird” as the feature number for their first talker. Written by 
Leo Robin and Sam Coslow. 





Keit Going Way Through With Appeals 
Joe Keit, of Remick’s who didn’t get the decision from Judge Levy 
in the Shubert action for a piece of Remick’s because Keit preferred to 
do business with Harms, intends to appeal the decision to the last stand. 
That takes in the New York Appelate Division, Court of Appeals and 
U. S. Supreme Court. Keit does not believe he will have to go beyond 
the Court of Appeals. 





Harms’ Affiliations 

Following is a complete survey of Harms, Inc., and May Dreyfuss’ 
subsidiaries and affiliations. Besides the parent company, Atlas Music 
Pub. Corp. (Nat Shiikret), New World Pub. Corp. (George Gershwin), 
T. B. Harms Co. (Jerome Kern) and Famous Music Corp. (Paramount 
picture songs) are the intra-Harms sub-firms. Remick’s and De Sylva- 
Brown-Henderson are allies, independently controlled by others, but in 
which Dreyfus has a financial interest. Through Famous Music Corp. 


Spier & Coslow, Inc., is another ally, and through De Sylva-B.-H., Green 
& Stept, Inc., is also allied. 





Motifs Indexed 

Publishing catalogs of atmosphere songs is getting to be the rage. The 
Sam Fox Music Publishing Co. claims it has been publishing its Cinema 
co erates Series for months for the use of sound’ recording require- 
ments. 

The catalog is clear enough in suggesting whatever atmosphere is 
desired. For instance, “Ol’ Top Tipsy” (an alchoholic comedy, very 
slow, burlesquing), or “Allurement” (the victim, the miser, in an opium 
den—Molto Moderato E. Soavemente). 





Running Chi Musicians Around 
One of Chicago’s femme .vaude agents recently gave it up for club 
booking. She sends a number of musicians out to speaks and honks, 
always naming a price about $1 under the union scale. Chump thinks 
the buck doesn’t mean much and goes on the job. When finished and 
asking for his dough, the man he worked for says he sends checks to 
the agency. As this is a common practice the musician takes his word. 
When he goes to the agent to collect she tells him he should have col- 
lected on the job and that as he didn’t he’s out of luck. As the musician 


worked under the scale he has no redress with the union. Meanwhile, 
the agent splits with the owners. 





Band’s P. A. a Coin Grabber 

Many publishers are complaining of the difficulties in getting bands of 
any worth to plug their songs without staking the leader or band. 

One in particularly, recently arrived from the coast, refuses to play 
any arrangements at all without dough. This band possesses a pub- 
licity man, who demands $25 or $50 to plug each number. Publicity 
man says that many other publishers voluntarily offer him money to 
plug and the other publishers should also pay. When the band is turned 


down on its demand for money, it plays mediocre numbers, hurting the 
band’s value. 





Taikers’ Music by One Firm 

June 4, Ager, Yellen & Bornstein will have four pictures on Broadway, 
for which they hold the music. They will be “Glad Rag Doll,” Strand; 
“This Is Heaven,” Rivoli: “Bulldog Drummond,” 


Anallta 
ay sore 


ana Sanhie 
gq woop! 








eee oe 














ent 
be. 
or- 
ew 


ent 


for. 


ig 


ng 
ire 


or 
rn 
on 
ys 


es 
in 
be 


he 
he 


SOF 


wee @ S 


e "+ 


aw 8 te 


} 











Wednesday, May 29, 1929 


3 ae 


a 
5 6 
mas, SO 


MUSIC 








Traveling Bands Held Down 


To Permission of Locals by 





Denver, May 28. 

Musicians’ union’s locals will de- 
cide whether a traveling orchestra 
ean play in a local radio station, 
studios or for commercial ac- 
counts. 

This is incorporated in a resolu- 
tion passed last week here by the 
annual convention of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

While the resolution prevents the 
physical appearance of the traveling 
pand in the prescribed places, it 
does not prevent a traveling or- 
chestra broadcasting in any town 
through remote control from a ho- 
tel, cabaret, etc. 

The scope of this resolution will 
be immediately recognized by band 
leaders. Only a special arrange- 
ment with the locai can break 
through it. The resolution like all 
others passed by the convention, 
goes into effect August 1, next. 

No action was taken by the con- 
vention on or against talker music. 

A national scale will prevail for 
phonograph recording; $20 a man 
for three hours or $30 per for five 
hours in one day. 

Convention decided on a national 
radio hook-up next season to edu- 
cate the public against canned mu- 
sic in theatres. It’s not art, the 
A. F. M. thinks. Education expect- 
ed to cost half million. 

All of the Federation’s officers 
were re-elected. Jos. Weber, its 
president, was voted a salary in- 
erease from $15,000 to $20,000. 

Next convention will be held in 
Boston first Monday in June, 1930. 
That is to be the permanent day of 
opening the annual meetings here- 
after. 





Music Coast Renewals 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Warners has renewed its con- 
tracts on Herman Ruby, Al Dubin 
and Joe Burke, songwriters, for an- 
other eight months. Original trial 
ticket read for four months. 

Other new songwriters signed by 
Jack Warner in the east, and who 
are now here, include Mike Cleary, 
Ned Washington and Herbert 
Magidson who will work together 
on WB-FN assignments. Eddie 
Ward, now east, will also be added 
to this staff. Due here next week. 





MARTIN’S HOTEL DATE 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Slim Martin, m. c. at Fox’s Long 
Beach, has been engaged with band 
to play at the new Cocoanut Grove 
in the Breakers hotel there, Gene 
James will lead band from eight 
o'clock until Martin makes his ap- 
pearance. 





Union Lists “Unfairs” 


The following theatres are on the 
“unfair list’ of the New York Mu- 
sicians’ Local, 802: 

Apollo, Brooklyn; Arcadia, Dyck- 
man, Fugazey, Grand O. H., La- 
¢onia, Olympia, Symphony, U. S. 


Theatre, all in New York; Bay 
Shore theatre, Bayshore; Myrtle, 


Brooklyn; Sag Harbor theatre, Sag 
Harbor; Rialto and Patchogue the- 
atres, Patchogue. 





TAYLOR’S ORPHEUM TOUR 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Jackie Taylor’s orchestra which 
leaves the Roosevelt Hotel, Holly- 
wood, June 1, will tour the Orpheum 
Circuit. Opens cold at the local 
Orph, 





Early Release 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Warner Witmark is planning for 
early release two songs written by 
Ray Perkins for “Song of the 
West,” now in production at War- 
ners, 
Titles of songs are “I'll Bless 
That One Sweet Day” and “John 
Barleycorn.” 





HERE AND THERE 





Tom Murray of Chicago office 
now with Villa Moret. 





Tom Waring is going Brunswick 
records, 


A. F. of M. Convention's Rule 





Victor’s Secret Film Record 
Long-Time Music Strip 


What may revolutionize the talk- 
ing machine and phonograph rec- 
ord field is the secret film record 
process on which Columbia-Kolster 


is working. It calls for a strip of 
sound track film on which is re- 
corded from one to two hours of 
continuous music and reproduced 
microphonically similar to the 
Movietone principle. A Kolster radio 
set will be the combination adjunct. 
Last week Victor started a na- 
tional campaign on its new Victor- 
radio combination, the radio being 
a Victor-developed machine and not 
leased from RCA. It calls for tun- 
ing in on a moveable station finder 
that travels horizontally and obvi- 
ates the turn dial. Its excellent 
selectivity is the feature. 


Theme Song for State 


Dallas, May 28. 


“Texas, Our Texas,” by William J. 
Marsh and Gladys Y. Wright, both 
of Ft. Worth, ‘s the new Official 
song of Texas, result of legislature 
act last week. 

Selected by committee. Repre- 
sentative McCombs, Dallas, dubbed 
the words as “silly, and the music 
worse.” 

Unsuited for stage work. 














Culley’s Home Town 


Fred Culley, originally from 
Toronto, will head the permanent 
dance orchestra at the new Royal 
York Hotel, Toronto, Canada, with 
an ensemble of 12. 

Culley, now first violinist and as- 
sistant conductor of Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians, follows Ben Bernie 
in, The latter is the debut name 
attraction. 


Popular Hour Winners 


Washington, May 28. 

In a popularity contest on radio 
hours the Post gives the final count 
thusly: Ever Ready Hour, A. & P. 
Gypsies, General Motors Party, U. 
S. Marine Band, Seiberling Singers, 
Palm Olive Hour, U. 8S. Navy Band, 
U. S. Army Band, Voice of Fire- 
stone, General Electric Hour, At- 
water-Kent, Cities Service House. 
Waldorf-Astoria Orchestra, Fred- 
eric William Wile and Roxy and 
His Gang. 











CHANDLER WITH ROBBINS 


Billy Chandler will leave Ager, 
Yellen & Bornstein for Robbins as 
general and professional manager 
on June 3. 

Irving Tamz, with the 3-firm for 
five years, steps into Chandler’s 
shoes as prof. mer. 





COLORED HOT SONG 





Shapiro-Bernstein has ‘““‘Whoopee 
| Hat Brigade,’ written about the 
'rah-rah boys parading the boule- 
vards in their eye-blinding colored 
hats. 

Song was written by Mo Jaffe, co- 
writer of “Collegiate.” 





Lyman in Saratoga 
Abe Lyman and his band will 
open at the Lido Venice, Saratoga, 
July 29 and remain for racing sea- 
son. 
Lyman is due back from London 
June 8. 





Ager-Yellen Talker Music 
Milton Ager and Jack Yellen will 
write the music for the Van and 
Schenck talker for Metro. Picture, 
unnamed, goes into production in 
six weeks. 





Gine Rai in Cabaret 
Paris, May 28. 
Gine Rai opened at the Embassy 
cabaret last week. 7 
Engagement may last for several 
weeks. 
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ONE-SIDED STRIKE 





The waiters on one side of 
the room at Woodmansten Inn 
are reported to have gone on 
strike the other evening during 
the dinner hour. The place 
was packed and the guests, 
eating or waiting, found the 
service abruptly curtailed 
while a dispute raged in the 


kitchen. 

The unfed side of the room 
watched the other half dining 
contentedly. 

The mutinous waiters are 
said to have walked out, re- 
turning that night when their 
stations were rearranged as 
they desired. One fellow who 
had a date with a girl in New 
York called her and told her 
he’d be delayed by the strange 
strike. She declined to fall for 
the excuse and they are still on 
the outs. 

“Such a ridiculous lie,” 
gir) insists. 


the 











Warner-Harms 


Deal All Cold? 


Seemed rather authentically re- 
ported around this week that the 
contemplated Warner Brothers deal 
with Harms is off. No confirma- 
tion is obtainable of either side. 

Auditors are said to have com- 
pleted their balance sheets on the 
Harms’ books. This was supposed 


to have held up.the transaction. 

Rumors commenced to circulate 
late last week that the deal would 
go cold. They followed the return 
of Bobbie Crawford from the coast. 
Crawford is the operator of De 
Sylva, the publishers-writers and 
Brown & Henderson, an important 
ally of Harms. 

Crawford is known to hold close 
business and personal relations with 
W. R. Sheehan, head of the Fox 
producing staff. Crawford’s writers 
are now on the Fox lot. 

Just what this portends is also 
unavailable, but it is believed to 
have a connection with the reported 
discontinuance of Warner-Harms 
negotiations. 








Creatore’s Heavy Dates 


Creatore and his band will re- 
ceive $1,000 for two concerts Deco- 
ration Day at Playland Park, Rye, 
N. Y., date fixed by Martin Wag- 
ner, Morris offices. 

Creatore opens the new conven- 
tion hall for the National Electric 
Light Association in Atlantic City 
following the Rye engagement. 





WARNER-F N SONGS 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Grant Clarke and Harry Akst will 
write the additional lyrics and mu- 
sic on “So Long Letty” for War- 
ners. 

Herman Ruby and M. K. Jerome 
are also writing lyrics and music 
for five songs to be used in “Most 
Immoral Lady,” starring Leatrice 
Joy, for First National. 





5 SUITS IN 5 WEEKS 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Starting a new summer drive on 
pirating of music, the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers filed suit here against 
Apex Night Club to collect alleged 
royalties due. Suit is for $250, the 
minimum amount for copyright in- 
fringement damages. 

This is the. society’s fifth suit 
in the past five weeks. 





Swanson Theme Song 


Pathe has assigned Green and 
Stept to write the music for the 
new Gloria Swanson picture, un- 
named as yet. Theme is one of 
those mother and daughter affairs. 





Oxley at Houston 
Harold Oxley and his orchestra 
are at the Hotel Rice, Houston, 
Tex., playing a summer engagement 
on the roof garden. 





Ellington’s for Show 
Duke Ellington’s “way down” col- 





ored jazzers will give Zieggy’s 
“Show Girl’ a fling. 

Booked last week for summer 
| show. 














the picturization of the musical 
comedy or operetta has been proved 
possible by the success of the War- 


ner Bros.’ picture, “The Desert 
Song.” 
T. B. Harms, publisher of “The 


Desert Song” music, claims that the 
numbers have gained as much pop- 
ularity and are selling as well as 
when the songs were first placed 
before the public. 

Publishers agree, though, this 
should not be accepted as a cri- 
terion that revival of old-time mu- 
sic in modern pictures will general- 
ly equal its old-time sales value. 


It is realized that the numbers 
used in “The Desert Song,” though 
published three years ago, were 


standbys of the public though, nat- 
urally, through age, decreasing in 
sales until the present resurrection. 
Then again, the fact that Sigmund 
Romberg’s sentimental ballads have 
always held popular appeal, as wit- 
ness his present “Lover Come Back 
to Me.” 

The publishers will soon be af- 
forded the opportunity of seeing 
whether this revival of old-time 
music is to be taken wholly or only 
in specific instances through the 
many old operettas and musical 
comedies which will soon be talkers, 
The music of First National's 
“Sally” and Radio’s “Rio Rita,” 
both going into production soon, 
will be tests. 


Victor’s Ten Tubes 


Victor phonograph people are 
ready to turn loose a 10-tube radio 
set for public sale. Proposed date 
of the launching is reported as June 
20 with the instrument to retail at 
around $200. Up to the present nine- 
tube sets have been top. 

According to the story Victor has 
been working on this instrument for 
five years. No Victrola attachment, 
just a straight radio device aiming 
at better quality, volume, etc. 











Pantho On Col. 


Pantho’s orchestra, now at the 
Embassy Club, has been placed un- 
der contract by the Judson Radio 
Corp. for three and a half hours a 
week. Will be heard on the Colum- 
bia network shortly. 

Orchestra has previously been 
heard over WABC. 





Whiteman in Toledo 


Toledo, May 28. 
More than 1,000 persons attended 
the Paul Whiteman band concert 
at the Armory Sunday afternoon. 
Attendance was against fine 
afternoon, baseball and other out- 
door attractions. 





Road Doubling 


Joe Candullo and his orchestra 
are at the Seven Gables Inn, Mil- 
ford, Conn., for the summer. 

Spot is located on the Boston Post 
road, making it convenient for Can- 
dullo and his band to double in 
vaude around Bridgeport and New 
Haven. 





Hamp’s in Cincy 
Cincinnati, May 28. 

Johnny Hamp’s Kentucky Seren- 
aders open tonight (Wednesday) at 
the new Hotel Gibson roof, as the 
summer attraction. Hamp stays 
there until August 1, 

The band made three talking 
shorts for M-G-M on the coast, 
coming in for the Cincy engage- 
ment. 








Dubin-Burke Scores 


Al Dubin and Joe Burke assigned 


to write the musical score for 
“Sally,” First National production 


starring Marilyn Miller. Parts of 
the Kern music will be retained. 
Dubin and Burke have completed 








the scores for “Gold Diggers of | 
Broadway” and “Hearts in Exile,” | 
both iaikeis. 
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By Abel Green 
+ ——— 
/ 
M .- f Old-Ti Fred Waring has gotten to be 
usic 0 r mers quite a juvenile. Caught at the 
R e d Selli T Stanley, Philadelphia, he danced 
t and hot-cha-cha’d with Dorothy Lee 
evive ? ng es S opposite him in the Pennsylvanians’ 
specialty. 
. ; Waring picked much of it up 
That songs which have attained | when starred in “Hello Yourself,” 
popularity in connection with a | although on the final blow-off show 
stage producti t: — Friday a well-meaning stage man- 
Stage production of a musical COM- | acer almost broke him up com- 
edy or operetta may be revived | pletely when apprising that Mrs. 
again when used in connection with | Waring was in the audience. It’s 


seldom that his wife sees Fred work, 
and, with Waring strutting the new 
juvenile stuff, it was a bit tough. 

Agnes Santly, Lester Santly’s 
wife, and a pal of Dot Waring, was 
all dolled up in company of the lat- 
ter for a wild evening in Philly— 
which is impossible! 





That wheeze about shooting the 
letter carrier under belief he was a 
Confederate soldier is no libel. If 
anything, it’s too conservative. Six 
hours of it drove this Broadwayite 
nuts—plenty. What they do for ex- 
citement no native could testify to, 

Philly’s tighter than the prover- 
bial Scot. Nothing doing anywhere, 
The locals go across the bridge to 
Camden for anything that may be 
stirring. New administration has 
made it too tough; and while that 
may be somewhat of a tribute to 
prohibition enforcement, the answer 
is, who wants to live in Philly? 

The only good idea extant in 
Quakertown are those white capes 
which the traffic cops on the oute 
skirts wear to distinguish them on 
rainy nights, such as the one that 
broke in Philly Friday. The gleam- 
ing mantillas against the black rub- 
ber coats which they cover pare 
tially makes it perfect for vehicular 
traffic regulation. 





Pittsburgh's livelier, of course; 
nothing could be worse than Philly. 
Roadhouse season booming here. 
Austin (Skin) Young, of Paul 
Whiteman’s orchestra when on the 
Ziegfeld Midnite Frolic, is now at 
the old Willows as m. ec. Tracy- 
Young orchestra is ballyhooed heav- 
ily for the Dells. 

Don Bestor, at the Hotel William 
Penn, is quite a local wow with the 
steel town. Bestor has the only 
femme jazz pianist trouping with 
an otherwise male aggregation of 
dance purveyors. Foliowing her in- 
ception with Bestor—of the reguiar 
personnel for 18 months—she mar- 
ried Davis, bass player of the band. 
Ray Miller, the drummer (not to be 
confused with the other Ray Miller), 
is the veteran man, The femme 
pianiste does specialties and is the 
general s. a. relief of the gang. 





Charles Henderson, Waring’s 
pianist, is a Harvard graduate and 
composer of “Deep Night,” Rudy 
Vallee’s big hit. Latter was at Yale 
and Henderson at Harvard, both 
meeting at a Vassar dance job with 
their college orchestras, when they 
fashioned the _ song. Henderson 
didn’t know it was published until 
Ager, Yellen & Bornstein sent him 
a royalty contract to Chicago, where 
he was at the time. 





Par’s Few Composers 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Paramount is not carrying as big 
a list of song writers on its payroll 
as the other companies. Most of 
this studio’s theme songs and spe- 
cial numbers are obtained from the 
Famous and Harms Publishing 
Companies, New York. 

Idea of the picture is sent east 
and the song is written or selected 
from the library and fitted to the 
production. At the present time the 
only song writers on the Paramount 
lot are Richard Whiting, Leo Rolins, 
William Cary Duncan and Sam Cose 
low. 





Edwards at M. S. G. 


Eddie Edwards and his orchestra 
are now playing the dance mara- 
thon at Madison Square Garden, 
Mike Speciale’s dance combo, which 
opened with derbyites, went to 
Cleveland for a dance hall engage- 
ment, 





Director’s Theme Song 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
“Delphine,” theme song for “The 


Concert” (Par), written by Victor 
Schertzinger, director of the pice 
ture. 


Schertzinger was formerly a piane 
ist and composer. 








“Variety” for Summer 


Subscribe for “Variety” 
over the Summertime 

Three Months 

JULY AND AUGUST 


FOR $2 


JUNE, 
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SPRING AND SOCKO 


(Continued from page 1) 








the living tar out of her in 1923-'2T- 
°28. Attorney Benjamin H. Erlich 
has been hired to prove it. 
There's something about this 
spring, Amos. It gets in your 
blood—makes you want to tell some 


little girl she’s the best thing on 
earth outside of a 40-week con- 
tract... 

Maria Fokine, dancer, has en- 


gaged Gen Ehrlich to file suit for 
divorce against Vitali Fokine, alleg- 
ing Vitali left her a year after their 
marrige in 1924. Just blew—didn’t 
say where. 

What you need is a wife, Amos. 
Somebody to slave for you, live for 
you—maybe even die for jou. Get 
the idea? 
book... 

Irene Muellner, radio singer, en- 
tered suit against Edward Muell- 
ner, radio expert, claiming he beat 
her into such a pulp she had to call 
the cops. Attorney Ehrlich, repre- 
senting hubby, refuted the charges 
and claimed it was the wife who did 
the sock. Divorce was granted after 
Irene waived her demands for a 
cash settlement. 

Over to a newly married guy's 
house once, Amos, He and the little 
lady sat around all evening necking 
and talking pig latin. Cripes! 
What it must mean to have a wom- 
an like that sewing new bottoms 
in your socks... 


Speaking of socks, Elsie Pearl 


One of those angels in 1; 


NIGHT CLUBS 





Engel (Dinty Price), vaude per- 
former, wants a divorce from Thos. 
Price on charges of heavy cruelty. 
She says in May of last year Thos. 
gave her a good punch in the jaw; 
in June he kicked her in the ribs, 
fracturing a couple, and in Febru- 
ary last he laid her low with a 
bump on the bean. Attorney Irving 
Eisenman representing Else. 
No Love; No Life 
Amos, you don’t know what it is 


to be married. Someone waiting for 
you every night with a kiss and a 
hug. Carressing your feverish brow 
after a heavy session of poker with 
the boys. What is life without love, 
Amos. 

William Gordon, burlesque, wants 
to get rid of his wife, Victoria, be- 
cause he says she’s been drunk 
pretty steady for the past two 
years. He also wants custody of a 
child two and one-half years old. 
Represented by Irving Eisenman, 

It'll soon be June, Amos, and mar- 
riages will spread like flies... 

Speaking of flies, Lawrence Fein, 
New York agent, flew out of the life 
of Vera De Varney Fein, according 
to the suit for divorce she has 
started through Attorney Ben Ehr- 
lich. They married in 1915 and 
Fein was missing three years later. 
Glorious spring, Amos! 








S-B Adds Three 


Shapiro-Bernstein has added three 
men to its force: Frank Stillwell, 
formerly of the vaude team of Still- 
well and Frazer; Joe Whalen and 
Olin Shattler. 














LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 











| IRVING AARONSON 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
This Week (May 26) 
KEITH’S PALACE 
New York 
VICTOR RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


| DANNY CAIRNS | 











| THE BRICK TOPS | 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Now Headlining RKO “Collegiate Unit’ 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| JACK DUNN | 











And His 
R-K-O MELODY BAND 
Now Permanent Feature Each Week at 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


Los Angeles 


BILLY SMALL, Director 


| PHIL FABELLO | 
ORCHESTRA 
The Different Ensemble 


Feature 


COLISEUM "THEATRE 


New York City 


| TOM GERUNOVICH 


and His 
ROOF GARDEN ORCHESTRA 
Exclusive Brunswick Artiste 
ROOF GARDEN CAFE 


Broadway and Kearney Sts. 
San Francisco 


MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
America’s Greatest Dance Band 
As Big as Ever in N. E. and Pennsy 
Personal Management 
CHARLES SHRIBMAN 


| CHRIS MANN | 


LAFAYETTE CAFE 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 



































{ GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
First Lap of Picture House Tour 
This Week (June 1) 
Michigan Theatre, Detroit 
Omer ad West 43d Streets 
York City 


VicTOR RECORDS 














B. A. ROLFE | 





AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


CINDERELLA ROOF 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


| OWEN FALLON | 


And His 
CALIFORNIANS 
Now on Their Second Year at the 
PALAIS DE DANCE 
LOS ANGELES 











FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 
Office: 812 Book Tower 
ETRO!I 











| VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


mmering 


WOODMANSTEN INN 
Pelham, N. Y. 


Doubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


| Marion McKay | 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 


Now Closing 16th Week 
ARBUCKLE’S PLANTATION CAFE 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


| PHIL PHILLIPS | 
os BAND 


CLUB BAGDAD 


“Southland’s Most Beautiful Club” 
DALLAS, TEXAS 























Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace: Recording Orchestra 


IPAUL WHITEMAN| 


And His Greater Orchestra 
California, Here We Come! 


On Board the 
Old Gold-Paul Whiteman Special! 











Personal Direction: Jas. F. Gillespie 





| JESS STAFFORD | 








NE PLUS ULTRA HERE 





Dewar's Ne Plus Ultra 
scotch is reported = selling 
around New York at $85 a case. 

It’s the first time that Dewar 
brand has been sold on this 
side of the border. Years ago 
the scotch distiller held out 
Ne Plus Ultra as a gift for 
his friends. 

When it finally reached 
Canada, the commission stores 
sold it at $5.25 a bottle, $63 a 
case, the highest priced scotch 
in Canada. 

The Ne Plus Ultra now in 
New York is in the bottle mold 
(square neck) that distin- 
guishes this liquor. No Ca- 
nadian commission wrapper. 











Keith’s Organists Out, 
With Bands Cut Down 


The new Keith house at Rich- 
mond Hill, L. L., goes all sound June 
1. RKO is removing Lew F'roman’s 
orchestra and the organist. 

All Keith houses in New York 
have had their organists removed 
with the exception of the Albee and 
Madison and these are dubious. 


Bands have been cut down in the 
combination houses, the only ex- 
ception being the versatile pit en- 
semble headed by Phil Fabello at 
the Coliseum. 








U. 8S. SPEEDS GUEST 


Waterbury, Conn., May 27. 
Arthur C. Knott, Canadian bari- 
tone, was arrested here by United 
States immigration officials. He 
had come to this country as a visi- 
tor, but had overstayed his permit. 

Knott was put on parole so that 
he could fulfiill his local engage- 
ment for one concert. 





CHARLES’ COL. RECORDS 
Los Angeles, May 28. 
Milton Charles, organist at Para- 
mount, to record for Columbia. 
First discs will be canned June 1. 





Schnozzles Go Rural 


Chateau Laurier, City Island, 
opened Sunday night with Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante as_ guest 
“stars.” 

The road house near the northern 
limits of New York boasts a private 
Long Island Sound swimming beach 
just like Newport. 





Ted Lewis at Pavillon 


Ted Lewis will most likely be 
the named band attraction for John 
and Christo at Pavillon Royale, on 
the Merrick road, Valley Stream, 
L. L, starting about July 1. Joseph 
Moss’ personally conducting a 
Meyer Davis orchestra, followed 
Paul Whiteman for 10 days with 
a Davis unit to continue until 
Lewis’ advent. 

Although Meyer Davis had all the 
music at Pavillon Royale for many 
years, the signal success of Paul 
Whiteman as a roadhouse draw, has 
prompted the roadhouse managers 
to go in for name bands to main- 
tain the pace. 





LAUGHTER AMID TEARS 


The Crying Goldman's Casa Cas- 
tillian, at Oceanside, L. L, on the 
road to Long Beach, opened Satur- 
day night with one of those gala 
occasions. Billy Wynne’s orchestra 
featured, 





MASTBAUM 





(Continued from page 39) 


actly right and leaves the audience 
applauding, wanting more. 

The act is ended with a little pan- 
tomime, chorus singing a number 
from “The Vagabond King,” touch 
of revolutionary chaos, all to pre- 
cede “The Three Demons,” adagio 
team who have come back with 





and HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW 
PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


P. 8.—Brunswick Recording 





Red Nichols Cne-nighting 


Red Nichols starts on a barn- 
storming dance tour June 14, 
is booking. 





Cee Pete sh - 8 AB wee ~~ 


ee dee oeera ocean ee ee 


; Some new twists and throws, 
Orchestra attempts something 
new with a production overture of 
“Robin Hood.” Setting of Sherwood 
Forest and most of DeKoven’s num- 
bers are introduced through vocal 
chorus or solo. “Brown October 
Ale,” “Oh, Promise Me” and “The 
Armorer’s Song” (solo by Henri 
Scott) well rendered, although it 
seemed to take the spotlight from 
the orchestra and if continued wil! 





NBC| ‘work demands tor experienced vocal 


work. The audience seemed to like 


4t very much, Waters. 


Wednesday, May 29, Rene 








Biggest Money- Making Nite Club, 
Embassy; $200,000 Net This Season 





The Dull Season 


Frances Williams, having closed 
with George White’s “Scandals” in 
Chicago last week, opened on the 
Casanova Roof at $1,000 weekly last 
night. 

Miss Williams also has an offer 
from Keith for a few weeks around 
New York at $2,000 weekly. 





25% IN GREEN & STEPT 


The deal between DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson for 25 per cent. of 
the firm of Green & Stept, was 
finally consummatel Monday, 

Green & Stept will continue 
functioning as an individual unit. 





Specht’s Sparton Contract 


Paul Specht has a year’s contract 
on behalf of Sparton radios over the 
Columbia system starting Sept. 1. 
Bernie Foyer booked. 

Specht is currently at the Hotel 
Walton roof, Philadelphia. 


HOUSE IN THE SUN 


(Continued from page 26) 
companion, Pignaire, recorded as 
killed in action. Pignaire confesses 
he escaped, but was disfigured, and 
not wishing to disturb his wife. re- 
married to his brother when the 
husband was reported dead, had 
preferred to live alone. 

Goel discreetly investigates, learns 
Mme. Pignaire remarried for busi- 
ness reasons while still loving her 
first husband, and has never become 
the real wife of her second hubby. 

Sounds a bit romantic, but enables 
the veteran to return home and em- 
brace his former wife. 

Roudes has closely followed the 
beok, which does not mean much. 
Cast is not up to this category of 
romance, excepting Jacquet. They 
overdo the drama action. 

Kendrew. 


WINGED HORSEMAN 


(SILENT) 


Universal production and release. Star- 











ring Hoot Gibson. Directed by Arthur Ros- 
son from story by Raymond L. Schrock. 
Harry Neuman, cameraman. In cast: Ruth 
Elder, Charles Schaeffer, Allan Forest. At 
Loew’s New York, one day, May 24, half 
double feature. Running time, 60 minutes. 





Hoot Gibson is back to stay with 
a lot of new friends if he keeps on 
turning out pictures like “The 
Winged Horseman.” It introduces a 
mechanical era in westerns. It is 
the best ever for Gibson exhibitors 
and would register as an innovation 
in some of the biggest first runs 
were it not for occasional slips of 
the story into the old routine. 

Excellent sky views of rolling 
western country and aviation stuff 
realistically effective abound in the 
production. Aerial tricks, battles 
and parachute jumping, with the 
much-publicized Miss Elder at the 
stick of a dazzling white machine, 
all to keep the fans agog. 

Not satisfied with sky work Hoot 
substitutes a cream-colored motor- 
cycle with a machine gun perched 
on the handlebars for his horse. He 
uses the animal for one sequence to 
provide the grass touch. If a double 
does the motoring no one is the 
wiser, for close-ups of Hoot are 
constantly irised in before the ma- 
chine gun mounts a tricky hill and 
outgyrates ranch equestrians on 
every move. 

Gangsters, after oil property, open 
by starting a series of mystery fires 
by dropping bombs from their 
plane. The owner calls the Texas 
Rangers. Their ace, Hoot, is as- 
signed the job. Playing dumb, with 
heavy glasses and golf togs, Gibson 
affords comedy with the investiga- 
tion. He first finds that tke ranch 
foreman, in love with the boss’ 
daughter, is a war deserter. 

After that things go boom boom. 

Waly. 


ONE SPLENDID HOUR 


(SILENT) 


Excellent (firm) production and release. 
Story adaptation by Isidore Bernstein. Di- 
rected by Burton King. Viola Dana starred. 
In cast: George Periolet, Allan Simpson, 
Lucy Beaumont, Lewis Sargent. At Loew’s 
New York one day, May 24, half of double 
feature. Running time, 67 minutes. 





“One Splendid Hour’ is just a 
jazz title for an innocuous blurb. 
Kind of stuff producers wished on 
the nickelodeons before the de luxe 
was discovered. 

The cast—stiff, unnatural and 
dead-panned—reflects the  direc- 
tion. Burton King either followed 
Isidore Bernstein’s adaptation of 
someone’s story or else kept it a 
closed book in the hands of an as- 
sistant. 

A Hollywood-conscious gin affair, 
with some plastered into sleep, tears 
this open and leaves it hanging until 
some minutes later a _ settlement 
doctor is shown promising a mother 
he will locate her wayward daugh- 
ter, Wavy. 








, 


Biggest money making night club 
in America is the Embassy Club, 
New York, operating on a member. 
ship club plan with 1,500 enrollea 
at $150 a year. It will net $200,000 
this season. The club’s revenue 
from that source alone this season 
has been approximately $225,000. 

The capacity of the room is 409, 
In the past two years, except dur- 
ing the summer when it closes, the 
place is jammed nightly for dinner 
and supper with reservation well in 
advance required. There is a big 
lunch and tea business and rooms 
are available for card parties dur- 
ing the afternoon. 

The average weekly intake this 
season is according to reports well 
over $15,000. Besides are the cus- 
tomary concessions, sold outright. | 

John H. Rumsey, who holds a 
long term contract with the club 
as manager and is credited with 
being responsible for building up 
what is undoubtedly the first suc- 
cessful ritzy membership night club 
over here is reported receiving a 
salary of $75,000 a year? Rumsey 
in association with May Andrews 
Morris, well known in Palm Beach 
and Saratoga as a social register 
publisher and society press agent, 
is now erecting an Embassy Club 
in Palm Beach to be operated along 
similar lines, with winter member- 
ship of 1,000 at $100. 

Under the Embassy membership 
plan there is no couvert charge ex- 
cept $2 for guests of members. Only 
entertainment is Pantho’s Orches- 
tra, popular musicians with the 
Park avenue bunch. 











A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET, 


——— East ef Broadway ———~« 


TED HENKEL 











Musical Director 
Conducting Pit Orchestra 
Overture and Special Scores 
WITH ORCHESTRA OF 30 
Also Conducting and Supervising 
Stage Band Presentations 
WITH BAND OF 20 
CAPITOL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 














From England Again Comes 
The New American Song 
Sensation 


“THE ONE IN 
THE WORLD” 


From the same catalog (Camp- 


bell-Connelly) which gave us 
that melodious hit, 


“If I Had You” 


Need We Say More? 
It’s a “Natural”!! 
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ALBERT E. GAYLORD 


er 


Albert E. Gaylord, 75, a conductor 
end composer, dic d of heart trouble 
jn Syracuse last week. He started 
profe ssional work when 17 with an 
opera company orchestra for a Can- 
adian tour. Then he was with the 
Kelly and Leon Minstrels and later 
had his own orchestras at Shelby’s 
Adelphia, Buffalo, and Buckingham 
theatre, Louisville, Ky, 

He returned to Syracuse and for 
42 years he conducted the orchestra 
in the old Grand, also providing the 
erchestras for the Bastable, Wieting 
and Dunfee theatres. 


In 1902 Gaylord conducted the 
famous Strauss band on its tour ‘to 
the Pacific Coast and later ‘con- 
ducted the Howard theatre orches- 
tra, Boston, and at the Grand Opera 
House, New York. He also headed 
erechestras for Shuberts and the 
Keith theatres. 

Mr. Gaylord composed two operas 
“The Queen of the Frogs” and “A 





Gay Old Sport.” His widow anu 
daughter survive. 
AUGUSTUS F. HARTZ 
Augustus F. Hartz, 85, veteran 


theatrical man and former manager 
of the old Euclid avenue opera 
house, died May 22 in his Fenway 
Hal] apartment, Cleveland, after a 
physical collapse. 

Mr. Hartz was born in Liverpool, 
England, and coached in magic by 
his brother, Joseph Michael. He be- 


In Memory of Our Dear Mother 


Mrs. Olive K. Alexander 


who passed away May 29, 1928 
Her loving daughters 


Nadine and Norma 





eame famous as a. magician’ and 
made a tour of America with his 
own company. 

He engaged in real estate, but 
finally took ever managership of 
old Park theatre. Then appointed 
manager. of Opera house by the 
late Senator Mareus:. A. Hanna, re- 
maining NM charge for 36 years, un- 
til resigning in 1920, Fer the past 
nine years -he has been hiving re- 
tired, 

Mr, Hartz was, married twice. He 
is survived by his’ sécond wife and 
two daughters, Mrs.-M. D. Seelig 
ef St. Louis, and Mrs. Arthur 
Friend of New York. 

Interment in Cleveland. 


J. BODEWALT LAMPE 


J. Bodewalt Lampe, 69, founder 
and manager of numerous orches- 
tras ané@ a pioneer radio broadcast- 
ér and ballroom operator in Chi- 
cago, dled May 26 of. pneumonia: in 
Queen’s Village, Long Island. 

While at Trianon and Aragon 
Ballrooms in Chicago -Mr. Lampe 
effected some of the first radio tie- 
ups. His son, Dell Lampe, heads a 
jazz orchestra in Chicago. 

Years ago Mr. Lampe was one of 
the founders of thé Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra and spent 
many years at the Cort theatre, 
Buffalo, At the time of his death 
he was general manager with Rem- 
ick Music Co., New York. For three 
years Mr. Lampe had been arranger 
for Vincent Lopez. 

A widow and two eaughters, non- 


professional, survive.. Funeral ser- 
vices today (Wednesday) at 138 
East 52nd street at 2 p. m. Burial 


nN Woodlawn. 


FRED LECOMPT 

Fred LeCompt, 60, manager, Or- 
pheum,. Sioux City, Ia. until he re- 
signed four weeks 
failing health, died of heart disease 
May 25 in that city. 

Mr. LeCompt before assuming the 
Sioux City post in 1924 was asso- 
fiated in stock productions for 27 
years with Harry Flesher. 

He was one of nine children“all in 
show business. Mr. LeCompt is 
Survived by his fourth wife and 
adopted daughter. 





JAMES WILEY 
James Wiley, 85, veteran minstrel 


man, died May 19 in the Lawrence 
Memorial Hospital, New London, 
Conn. 


Mr. Wiley had been with most of 
the big burncork outfits during his 
Career, though he had been inactive 
in recent years. 


Interment in New London. 





; HENKY HOPFE 
Henry Hoppe, 60, legitimate 
Was found dead recently in his 


actor, 


ago because of, 


<2 ae 


OBITUARY—OUTDOOR 


wary 


»room at 306 West 41et 


street 


York. Intirmities of old age were 
| given as cause of death. 

Not much is known of Mr. Hoppe’s 
stage record other than he had 
worked with a number of Morris 
Gest’s produetions. 

The Actors’ Fund took charge of 
the remains and arranged for in- 


terment in the Fund plot in Kenisco 
cemetery. 


TONY WILLIAMS 

Tony Williams, 74;-veteran vaude- 
villian and life member of the N. 
V. A., died at 7:30 p. m. Monday 
(May 27) in French Hospital from 
the effects of an infected hand and 
complications of old age. 

He .is survived by a daughter, 
Marie Learock, non-professional. 
Following funeral services at noon 
today (Wednesday) at Campbell's 
parlors, N. Y., the body will be 
shipped to Boston for interment. 

For many years Mr. Williams ap- 
peared in Keith vaudeville at the 
head of his own little company pre- 
senting a sketch. In recent years ill 
health prevented him from working 
any consecutive engagements. 





HENRY W. MITCHELL 

Henry Wellington Mitchell, 97, 
actor, died last week in the Bruns- 
wick Home, Amityville, Long Is- 
land, where he had been under the 
care of the Actors’ Fund since 1913. 

Mr. Mitchell made his stage de- 
but in “Pizarro” many years ago. 
At different times he had appeared 
with Christy Minstrels and in sup- 
port of Edwin Forrest, Edwin 
Booth, Lawrence Barrett and in his 
own company at Niblo’s Garden. 
His last appearance was in George 
M. Cohan’s “Get Rich Quick Wal- 
lingford.” 

He is survived by his son, Harry 
E. Mitchell, and a daughter, living 
on Long Island, 

Interment in the Catholic Actors’ 
Fund plot, Calvary cemetery. 


MRS. WALTER HAWLEY 
(Fanchon Wallace) 

A wire was received at the New 
York N. V. A. club yesterday (Tues- 
day) announcing the death in Chi- 
cago of Fanchon Wallace, in pri- 
vate life the wife of Walter Haw- 
ley, the manager of the Chicago N. 
V. A. branch. 

Miss Wallace died of pneumonia 
early the morning of May 28. Her 
husband survives, 

Miss Wallace prior to her mar- 
mage to Mr. Hawley had worked in 
an act with him and also formerly 
had been a member of the Charles 
Horn Co. in vaudeville. She joined 
the N. V. A. in 1917. 


IDA VINCENT 

Ida Vincent, 74, who retired from 
a widely varied stage career in 
1891, died May 22 at her home in 
Chicago. 

At three Miss Vincent was ap- 
prenticed to a circus. During her 
years outdoors and on the stage 
she was a tight rope walker, bare 
back rider, dancer and concert 
singer. As an exploitation stunt for 
the old Adelphi theatre in Chicago, 
Miss Vincent walked a high wire at 
Dearborn and Monroe streets. In 
circuses she worked on a high wire 
with the Bell Family on her shoul- 
ders. 

Interment in Mt. 
tery. 


Carmel ceme- 


GORDON COLE 

Gordon Cole, 32, Hollywood film 
man, died in Baltimore following an 
airplane accident there May 25. 

He had gone up as a passenger 
with Otto Melamet, Baltimore flyer, 
and Cole was killed when the ma- 
chine did a nose dive following the 
takeoff. 

Cole had the plane built for stunt 
flying for the films and had planned 
to fly it to the west coast. 


EVERETT PARKER 

Everett Parker, 26, actor, was 
killed in an auto accident May 19 
in St. Pau), while driving with 
members of his family. 

Mr. Parker had been with stock 
companies for several years. He 
was to have left for Chicago that 
evening to play the lead in a new 
company’s production of 
tour.” 


ORLAND HARVEY 
Orland Harvey, 40, general utility 
man for the Palace, died May 22 in 





|New York of kidney trouble. He 
| had been sick two months. His 
llast assignment was Palace stage 
loor tender 


wvwve 
| Harvey had been employed by the 
Palace about seven years, His 


“The De- | 


De Kreko Sunk (m State 
And Local Ban in Ill. 


Decatur, lil, May 28. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 





| Jean DeKreko’s carnival bumped | 
p aguinst a stern legal layout in 
lM: icon county last week. His pl a 
that his show was stranded, but 
|}two hours’ unhampered operation 
fon its pitch just outside the city 
| limits would put the concession- 
aires on their feet, was rejected. 


Next he made an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to obtain an injunction to 
prevent interference with the show. 

Instead DeKreko got notice that 
if he attempted to show the whole 
troupe would be pinched under a 
vagrant act unless the show moved 
out, 

It was the end of a blue week 
here. The Decatur city council had 
gone on record against carnivals 
and the state statute forbids their 
showing outside the corporate lim- 
its of a city. Jean understood that 
his advance man had arranged the 
stand for a lot in town, he said, and 
asserted that he never heard of the 
State law. 

H. A. Frankel, Peoria broker, is 
said to be financing the show, which 
made its headquarters in that city, 
and at the last minute Frankel fur- 
nished money to move the outfit. 


Floto Show Fights Old 
Nutmeg Poster Holdup 


Waterbury, Conn., May 28. 

Two civil actions aggregating 
$10,450 were filed against the Sells- 
Floto circus when it played here 
last week. 

A suit for $10,000 was started by 
a local woman who alleges injuries 
in a fall from a stand. 

A second suit was filed by Julia 
Curtis of Naugatuck who alleges 
that bills had been posted on her 
property without permission. 

Each year every circus playing 
this city has been the victim of 
suits involving posters. In the past 
they have settled, but this year 
Sells-lFloto took steps to fight the 
case, 








lowa’s Hot Dog Curfew 


Des Moines, Ia., May 25. 

Steps for strict enforcenient of 
the state roadhouse law, which, un- 
der a recent amendment includes 
barbecues, is being made by the 
sheriff. 

The law provides that all road 
house proprietors must obtain li- 
censes from the board of trustees of 
the township in which the place ts 
operated. The closing time must 
also be set by the board of trustees. 





widow, an invalid, survives. 
in Augusta, Me. 


Burial 


DAVID DAY 

David Day, 79, a founder of the 
music publishing firm of Francis, 
Day & Hunter, 52 years ago, died 
May 23 at Eastbourne, England, He 
was also a founder with the Fran- 
cis Bros. of the the once-famous 
Mohawk Minstrels. 





James W. Reeves, 58, head of the 
purchasing and maintenance de- 
partment for the Orpheum Circuit 
the past 10 years, died May 27 in 
Elkhart, Ind., on his way back from 
a business trip to New York. Death 
came from a heart attack as he was 
seated at breakfast in the train. 

Mr. Reeves is survived by his 
wife, a marrieqd daughter and a son. 


James H. Bowen, 6 First street, 
Albany, N. Y., property manager of 
Proctor’s theatre, died at his home 
last week. He was a veteran oars- 
man and had won many trophies, 





Edwina Collum a dancer who ap- 
peared in “Rosalie” last season died 
recently at her home in Hunting- 
ton, Long Island. 


The mother of Mrs. Newman 
Graham (“Lady Alice’s Pets’) died 
in New York March 13, Interment 
in Woodlawn cemetery. 





The mother of Adelaide Wilkins 
(Wilkins and Wilkins) died May 27. 
Interment in New Brunswick, N. J. 


DEATHS ABROAD 


Paris, May 15. 
Gustave Schlumberger, a6, French 
author. 

Antoine Monnier, 84, French poet, 
died at Lyons. 

Fernand Mobisson, theatrical crit- 
ic, died in Paris. 

M. Pippo, 67, died at Saintes, 
| France. Of Cheuquette - rippo, 
| French vaude act. 








‘celebration in 


HONOLULU CELEBRATION 


Stagine—Nervis’ Monkey 


Troupe Also Going 

Los Angeles, May 28. 
Harrv Susman, carnival producer, 
is to do a show for the 
Honolulu, 
recently 


Susman 





opening 
returned 

Phillips, 
Hon- 
lat- 


June §& Susman 
from Australia. Harry 
manager for Susman, 
olulu May 29 to arrange for the 
ter’s concessions, 

Norris Monkey also leaves 
for Honolulu, sailing June 1. In 
addition to regular trouper, Norris 
is taking Westlake’s side shows. 
Johnny Ward and Chuck Gamon 


. le ¢ . 
Saiis Lor 


show 


will go with a tent show. They 
carry a girl revue and a side show. 
Eight people and will stay there 


about two months. 


R-B Circus Will Not 
Show in Bridgeport 


Norwalk, Cenn., May 28. 

Ringling-Barnum will not play 
sridgeport, the city where it was 
founded and where its winter quar- 
ters were located until last year. 
Difference with the city over tax- 
ation is one of the reasons why the 
circus will pass up Barnum’s home 
town. 

Spark’s Circus has canceled west- 


Show is now in Canada and will not 
enter Connecticut this season. 

Sells-Floto was in western Con- 
necticut this week, playing locali- 
ties where the Sparks show had 
been expected. 





Indiana Park Razed 


Chicago, May 28. 
Boardwalk Park, amusement 
place erected on Hammond, Ind., 
city property four years ago by 
Miller & Rose, is being torn down 

to make way for a soap factory. 
Park’s ace coaster ride, King Bee, 
once the stiffest in this territory, 
has been sold to Herman Becker 

for Lakeside Park, Battle Creek, 





Carnivals 


not otherwise indicated) 
All American, Okmulgee, Okla. 
Barkoot Bros., Wabash, Ind. 
Macy Barnhart, Faribault, Minn, 
Beaty Shows, Sarcoxie, 

Cassville, Mo. 

Bernardi Expo., Eldorado, Kan. 
Bernardi Greater, Plainfield, N. J 
Blue Ribbon, Boone, Ia. 
Braun & Kelso, Fostoria, Tex. 


Brown & Dyer, Easton, Md. 

S. W. Brundage, Moline, Ill. 
Capital Am. Co., Wells, Minn. 
Cetlin & Wilson, Steelton, Pa. 
Checker Shows, Altoona, Pa. 


Corey Greater, Shenandoah, Pa. 
DeKreke, Danville, JI1. 
Dodson’s, Fremont, Neb. 
Earie’s, Oakes, N. D. 
Edgewater Am., Richmond, Va. 


Foley & Burk, San Bruno, Cal. 
Great Lakes, Rochester, N. Y. 
M. A. Gowdy, Charles City, Ia. 


Hal Graham, Ames, Ia. 
Heller's Acme, Teaneck, N. J. 
Hildebrand’s, Portland, Ore. 


St. Louis, IIL. 
Ketchum’s, Wheeling, W. Va. 
Keystone’s, Sagamore, Pa. 
L. B. Am., Dexter, Mo. 
Lachman-Carson, Enid, Okla. 
Levitt-Brown-Huggins, West Se- 
attle, Wash. 
Percy Martin, Ripley, W. Va. 
MecClellan’s, Boonville, Mo. 
McMahon, Clarinda, Ia. 
Manhattan Expo., N. Y. C. 
Mayberry Shows, Aspermont, Tex. 


Michigan United, Benton Harbor, 
Mich. 

Monarch Shows, Winfield, Kan. 

Morris & Castle, Wichita, Kan. 

D. D. Murphy, St. Louis, Mo. 

National Am., Glasco, Kan, 

Cc. E. Pearson, Carlyle, Ill. 

Perkins’, St. Johnsbury, 
Barre, Vt. 

Poole’s, Shreveport, La. 

Royal American, Beatrice, 

Rubin & Cherry, 
Va. 

R. & C., Model, Decatur, Tl. 

Savidge Shows, Norfolk, Neb. 

Sheesley’s, Camden, N., J. 

Siebrand Bros., Minot, N. D. 

J. Harry Six, Elyria, O. 

Southern Tier, Rensselaer, N. Y. 

Spencer Shows, Lock Haven, Pa. 

Sol’s Liberty, Pontiac, Mich. 

Sunset Shows, Alexander, Ind. 

Taylor Am., Columbia City, Ind. 

Travers, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Tucker Am. Co., Fort Wayne, Ind 

R. H. Wade, Roseville, O. 

Western Am. Co., Anstead, W. V 

Wolf Shows, Charles City, Ia. 


Neb. 





| Zarra’s, 


R. H. Work Am., Dubois, Pa. 
Newark, N. J. 
Zeiger’s, Condon, Ore. 


Forester’s | 


ern Connecticut schedule for June. 


(For current week (May 27) when 


Mo,; 3. 
Broadway Shows, Shenandoah, Pa: 
Coleman Bros., Southbridge, Mass. 


Fairyland Shows, Flagstaff, Ariz. 
Mad Cody Fleming, Seymour, Ind. 


Greenburg Am., Park City, Utah; 


Hoy, Mighty, Freeburg, nm: 2 & 


Melville-Reiss, Jersey City, N. J. 
Michigan Greater, Jackson, Mich: 


Was a 


Charleston, W. 
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\Tom Mix Lives i in 
| State With S-F Circus 
- 


boston May 

Tom Mix made his ! t appeare- 
nee as the featured star of the 
Sells-Floto Circus in Boston ves- 
terday. He has with him 16 people, 
among them John Agee, star train- 
er of high school horses 

Mix is traveling in state with 
the show. He has a private car— 


an honor hitherto reserved for own- 
ers. Not imposing in another 
fashion are the quarters of his two 
horses, “Tony” and “Buster.” The 
equines have a palace horsecar to 
themselves. 

Fifteen years ago Mix was work- 
ing on the Floto show as an incon- 
spicuous member of the Wild West 
feature. He was pulling down $20 a 
week. Later he went with 101 Ranch. 
This year Mix leads the grand en- 
trance for the opening spectacle of 
the show on Tony. His most impor- 
tant work, however, comes later in 
the concert. 


less 





Husband Near Death as 


Wife Dies of Pneumonia 


Albany, May 28. 

Gertrude Youden, 27, who did an 
iron jaw act with the Sells-Floto 
circus, died in the Albany hospital, 
May 22, of pneumonia. In the same 
hospital now lies Harry Youden, her 
husband, on the verge of death alse 
suffering from penumonia, 

May 17, when the circus appear- 
ed in Albany under the direction 
of the Albany council, Knights of 
Columbus, Mrs. Youden’ was order- 
ed to the hospital, after she col- 
lapsed while doing her act. 
Youden, a concessionaire, went 
to the hospital with his wife, but 
had to leave the city with the cir- 
cus the following day. He was 
called to Albany a few days later 
when Mrs. Youden became worse. 
For five days Youden worried so 
over his wife that he made himself 
ill. 

From Worcester, Mass., while the 
circus was putting up its. tents, 
Youden received another emergency 
eall last Thursday and he rushed 
to this city. He staggered up the 
hospital steps, but when he reach- 
ed inside the institution learned 
that his wife had died. Physicians 
ordered him to bed after a diagnosis 
indicated he too was suffering from 
penumonia, 

The wife’s body was shipped to 
Ottawa. The Youdens lived in Bos- 
ton, 


Local Fan With Own 
Elephant Busts Shew 


Altoona, May 28. 

The Excel circus, one ring, which 
was brought to Altoona three weeks 
ago in the interest of the Altoona 
band, struck unfavorable weather, 
flopped and was unable to get out 
of town. It obtained sufficient 
funds from local business people to 
leave town Monday. 

The circus was a combination of 
the animal acts of William Schultz, 
who showed at the Mishler theatre 
earlier this year, and an elephant, 
purchased by E. M. Woodring, an 
employe of the local railroad shops, 
who had a yen to be a showman. 

Within a few days after arrival 
Schultz and Woodring disagreed, 
with Woodring walking off the lot. 
Members of the troupe were re- 
quired to leave local hotels when 
unable to pay their bills and lived 
in the main tent. 

Mrs. Schultz is in a local hospital 
seriously ill. 











MITT CAMP OUSTED 


Danbury, Conn., May 27. 
The Kirkwood shows were sepa- 
rated from their mitt camp while 
playing here last week. The po- 
lice ordered the _  fortune-telling 
gypsies off the lot. 





Circus 


Ringling- po B. 

May 29, Newark, N. J.; 30, Faston, Pa.;: 
31, Scranton; June 1, Wilkes-Barre; June 3, 
4, Pittsburgh; 6, Youngstown, 0O.; 6, 
Akron; 7, 8, Cleveland. 








Hagenbeck-Wallace 
May 27, Steubenville, O.; 28, 
ton; 29, Columbus; 
Cincinnati, O. 
101 Ranch 
May 27-June 1, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
John Robinson 
Ann Arbor, 
29-30, Highland 
1, Fort Huron; 2, 


Can- 


May 27, 
Detroit: 
Pontiac: 
Mich. 


Mich.; 28, 





Detroit, 


Selle-EFiota 
27-June 1, Boston, 


Muy 


30, Dayton; 31-1, 


Park: 31, 
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State-Lake 
Another unimportant week at the} 
State-Lake with four instead of| 
usual five acts, Vaude in this pop 


priced Keith loop house seems to be 
undergoing a gradual elimination 
process From eight to four acts 
in less than three months, Although 
wired, house is not getting expected 
results. Mainly because of poor pic- 
tures. 

Current week is a good example. 
“Scandal,” U program flicker in 
dialog, didn’t mean a thing inside 
or out. Yet the four turns on the 
stage probably meant even less, 
where they should have meant more. 

Al B. White’s Night Club Enter- 
tainers the only thing approaching 
real variety stuff. White's jamboree 
closed and held ‘em in, after what 
preceded was dull, lethargic, unim- 
pressive and undisturbing. To make 
it worse attendance was poorer than 


on any other Sunday morning in 
months, Usually by the middle of 
the show the house is filled near 
capacity. No reason for the let 


down this time, with a perfect break 


in weather. 

An educational opening act was 
“Princess Pat,’ lioness from Hol- 
lywood. On a more sprightly bill 


the animal should be on the opposite 
end, where it can be used to better 
advantage. Bert Nelson, youthful 
trainer of the big cat, exhibited the 


animal’s perfect tameness and ac- 
quired intelligence with a good 
sense of showmanship. A brief 
trailer precedes showing the ani- 


mal on the screen. 


Edith Carpenter and Grace In- 
gram, original harmony girls from 
WLS, did not ring any bells in the 
deuce. Their radio rep is not as 
potent now as several years ago 
when they were on the air every 
night. Voices are very pleasing and 
appearance not bad, but for out- 
standing ability, not there. 

Billy Hallen, next, got over mildly 
with a stuttering monolog dating 
back to some of the old schools. 
Hallen has a knack of telling good, 
old-fashioned Irish yarns and here 
and there lets drop a gag or two 
that's snickeringly funny. Two vo- 
cal efforts were weak and meaning- 
less. Hallen could improve im- 
mensely by getting a couple of new 
songs and modernizing his monolog. 


| rood 


| clation 


idea to bunch 
together and show 
roof one night a week. The Asso- 
Family Department could 
use this house handily for that pur- 
pose, as it now left without a 
showing spot in town. 

On this brief layout the Novelty 
Four, colored male, opened. Best 
is neat wardrobe, inclusive of silk 
hats and canes. Quality and type 
of numbers they sing do not stand 
up with novelty. Usual harmonics 
with fair voices about all. 

Billy Carr and Coquettes, parody 
on a flash, didn't look much im- 
proved since showing at the Ritz 
a week before. Two dancing girls, 
with nothing but abbreviated cos- 
tumes to recommend them; femme 
vocalist of slight proportions; boy 
hoofer and Carr, typical song and 
dance type, round out this turn to 
very mild degree. It might reach 
the small houses where more than 
two or three acts are used. 

Stan Cavanagh, comedy juggler, 
only standard, and he flopped with 
this audience. Cavanagh deserved 
a better break, but an empty house 
can only echo. Cavanagh’'s manipu- 
lation of rubber balls and clubs is 


seven or eight 
them under this 


is 





rell's, booking. 
dromes, 
Ky.; 
Hall, Oakley, O. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Cody 
opened a booking agency. 


New Sheldon theatre, in Sheldon, 
vaudfilm 


Ia., opens June 19 with 
booked by Billy Diamond of Ass'n. 


Sheboygan theatre, Wis., 
Billy Diamond's Ass'n books. 


is on 
R. G. 


Woods transferred from Racine to 


manage the house. 


Fox “Movietone Follies” 
June 15 at McVicker’s. 


opens 


Belle Osborne joins the B & K 
unit at the Norshore. 


White City free show opens May 
25 with Four Haas Bros., McDonald 
Trio, Mamba Japs and Constance 
Argyle; booked by Curley Ross. 


Pending trial of the issues be- 
tween the White Way Electric Sign 
Co.and the Wagner sign outfit, Judge 
Hebel in superior court granted 





otherwise indicatea. 
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Alt matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 


The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 
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They are Hippo- 
Newport and Covington, 
Casino, Cincinnati, and Park 


have 














White's frolic ran a good 35 min- 
utes and held up the whole bill. 
Act played the Palace just two 
weeks ago, but with others doing 
the same this repeat is more justi- 
fied. White, clever, showmanly and 
spontaneous, has a bang-up little 
revue around him with plenty of 
good talent, flash and music. Of 
these, Maxine Lewis, demure song- 
stress of a distinctive type, and 
sebe Moffic, local gal and excellent 
contortion dancer, scored most. Vail 
and Stewart, youthful and person- 
able steppers, well received. Also 
Doris Ellington, soprano; Maxine 
Stone, dancer, and Clyde Cottam, 
dancer. 

Grantland Rice Sportlight filled 
in on the screen with the feature 
covering 70 minutes and running the 
first show late, 

Biz still brutal by 2 p. m. Loop. 


Belmont 
Wiring doesn’t seem to have 
helped this Keith neighborhood 
stand. Mostly seats and mostly 


empties. Since installing sound and 
cutting the vaude from five to three 
acts on three splits a week doubt- 
ful whether the house increased 
earnings any, except perhaps at the 
inception of the new policy. Some- 
thing is wrong. Not another com- 
bination house in the vicinity or 
anything approaching this in size 
or class. 

Three short and mediocre turns 
last half. Quite a departure from 
former brands of acts playing here. 
Two of the trio were in showing 
spots within a week previously. If 
the vaude is not considered im- 
portant it should be yanked entirely 
rather than throwing in anything. 
If the agents and bookers want to 
look at these acts it would be a 











Visit These Hits 











MATINEES WEDNES- 


ERLANGER DAY AND SATURDAY 


BEST COHAN MUSICAL HIT! 
George M. Cohan’s Comedians with 


POLLY WALKER 


—, = 


BILLIE 


After an All-Season Run in Boston 





A. H. WOODS’ 
ADELPHI 
A. H. WOODS’ New Production 


“FRANKIE AND JOHNNIE” 


Based on the Famous Song 
Cast of 50 


good. That he brodied here doesn't 
prove anything. 

“Bellamy Trial” 
screen. 


(M-G-M) on 
Loop. 


Englewood 

Good bill for the Englewood last 
half, composed of Lopes Hawaiians 
(New Acts), Al and Louise Rudack 
(New Acts), Baseball Four, McCall 
and Kellar and “Princess Pat.” 

Princess Pat, lioness, worked for 
this 40c. crowd like she wouldn't for 
the Palace and its $2 whiteshirts 
recently. Act was a dead affair at 


the Palace. Here the “Princess’ 
was quite playful, gently socking 
her trainer around the cage for 


plenty of good comedy, getting nasty 
at the right moments for thrills, 
and finishing with a hand-to-paw 
wrestling match with the trainer 
unarmed. Like any other female, 
“Pat's” okay when feeling like it. 

McCall and Kellar, mixed two-act, 
got under-average results for next- 
to-closing position, but finished 
strongly with one of those milking 
comedy ditties, new verse for every 
encore. Legit part is drunk scene 
handled well by the girl. She can 
get laughs when her material per- 
mits, which it doesn’t often enough. 

Three-spot held by Baseball Four, 
preceded by a film trailer announc- 
ing the quartet actually were base- 
ball players. Names are Hugh 
Bradley, George Crable, Joe Gleason 
and Billy Welch. In full stage club 
house set, with a rowdy line of gag- 
ging and horseplay spotted by vocal 
selections. Finish is burlesque ball 
game, assisted by woman in box 
making typical derogatory com- 
ments. Rough comedy act, certain 
to click in these houses. 

Al and Louise Rudack (New 
Acts), second, with satisfactory re- 
turns on dance routines. Lopes’ 
Hawaiians opened with full-stage 
Hawaiian instrumental and dance 
stuff. Feature, “Geraldine” (Pathe). 

Business pretty good. Bing. 


Booking of Ramona Park theatre, 
Grand Rapids, has been transferred 
from New York Keith office to Chi- 
cago. Warren Jones will book six 
acts on a split. 








Atlas Film Co. staff left Chicago 


May 26 for Columbia, Mo., where 
they will make a college picture 


with Ralph Sallee as leading man. 

Edgar Schooley' will 
combination Shrine 
Pageant of Progress 
Mich., June 3. 


stage the 
Circus and 
at Pontiac, 


Art Stiller is now road man 
Santly Bros. out of Chicago. 


for 


—_-—_— 


Holah, manager of New 





Four independent theatres are dis- 


continuing Gus Sui tabs 


| week in June and replacing with 
ifour acts. Ray Feldman, of Car- 


me. ho 
Michigan, Flint, restgned after one 
week. 


a temporary injunction against the 
White Way company, restraining 
the latter from interfering with the 
Wagner business. Both companies 
deal with local theatres. 


Great States is reported taking 
over the Fischer theatre, Danville, 
tl., July 1: 


Palace, Peoria, Great States 
house, discontinues vaude and starts 
dramatic stock June 2. 


Crystal, 63d street, has been sold 
by Hillside Amusement Co. to 
Georga Capoulos. 


Great States’ Genesee in Wauke- 
gan is_ discontinuing stageband 
shows every day except Sunday. 


“Broadway” (U) follows “Desert 
Song” at McVicker’s for run. 


L&T Vitagraph, neighborhood 
grind, has been taken over by John 
Ludwig, Milwaukee. 


Universal's “Showboat” will not 
be shown here until late next win- 
ter. Ziegfeld has agreement that U 
will not release the film until after 
the legit show has played here. 


Oscar Kuschner, U. A. exch. mer. 
at Indianapolis, goes with Tiffany- 
Stahl in the same capacity there. 


Ellantee theatre (L&T) now run- 
ning Saturday and Sunday only. 


The competitive spirit between 
B&K and Marks Bros., indies, is 
still hot. Following B&K’s an- 
nouncement of changing the open- 
ing day in three neighborhood 
houses from Saturday to Friday, 
Marks Bros. decided to do ditto 
with the Granada and Marbro. 


Charles Marsh will leave the Pub- 
lix unit, “Carnival Cocktails,” here 
June 7. 


Liberty, Peru, Ind., is going back 
to three acts Sundays. Manager has 
been trying sound pics for several 
weeks with poor results. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Hanna—'‘'Stepping Out.” 

Ohio—'‘Road to Rome” (2d week) 

Play House—‘‘He Who Gets Slapped’ 
(2d week). 

Palace—‘‘Mother’s Boy”; vaude 

Allen—‘‘East Is East.” 

Hip—‘‘Movietone Follies.” 

State—‘‘Man I Love’; unit, 

105th—‘‘New Year's Eve’; vaude 








Wade's stock at Gordon Square 
folded up Saturday after ups and 
downs—mostly downs. Local angel 





, 2! 
tiic atrturitt 


backer, but Wade says he dropped 
SUILLe himseif, 











weeks of “Show Boat.” Reopens in 
fall. 

Junior League and Hermits, two 
society clubs, are joining for annual 
revue, “Stepping Out,” at Hanna 
this week. Shew written and pro- 
duced by Clevelanders. Will be fol- 
lowed by Cleveland Opera Guild in 
“Bohemian Girl.” Shubert’s “B'way 
Nights” opens here cold June 9. 


Ted Meyn, organist, transferred 
from Park to State. Succeeds E. H. 
Hunt, going to England. 


Morey Davidson, musical rep for 
Witmark’'s, now plugging theme 
songs of current films via radio. 


_ Jury trying case of Paul E. Wil- 
liams, Portsmouth, O., film machine 
operator, arrested for running Sun- 
day films, discharged by judge for 
failing to agree. New trial will not 
be granted until complainants, 
Portsmouth ministers, post another 
$50 to guarantee jury costs. Wil- 
liams and another operator ac- 
quitted recently on similar charge. 

R. B. Wick has taken over the 
Opera house, Middlefield, O., from 
H. J. Walters, owner of three other 
houses. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 
Palace—Wright stock (last week). 
Varamount—‘‘Man I Love,” stage show. 
State—‘"Show Boat." 
Vita-Temple—"‘Kid Gloves.” 
Valentine—‘‘San Luis Rey.” 
Pantheon—‘‘House of Horror.” 
Rivoli—Vaudfilm. 

World—Change. 

Ohio—Change. 

Sylvan—Change. 

closing 
reopen 


Publix 
week, to 


Princess 
about June 


this 
15. 


| Wired. 


Welcome Wagon Service, bring- 


ing that “welcome to our city” 
racket here, backed by the News- 
Bee and several merchants. Mrs. 


Vera Sanders official “greeter” with 
Willys-Knight sedan. 

Negroes of Toledo, Cleveland and 
Columbus reported to have option 
on 27 acres of land at Cedar Point 
for colored summer resort. 





Gordon Mendelssohn, Birmingham, 
Mich., donor of $50,000 for theatre 
in new Women's League building 
at Ann Arbor, to bear name of his 
mother, Lydia Mendelssohn. 

Lucas county agricultural 
discontinued this year. Ditto, from 
all indicaions, as to Erie county 
fair at Sandusky. 


fair 


Two concessions, “Dodge 'Em” 
and “Kentucky Derby,” destroyed in 
blaze at Sandy Beach park, near 
sellefontaine, O., last week. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Nixon—'‘‘Three Cheers.” 
Pitt—Sharp stock. 
Stanley—‘“‘Two Weeks Off.” 
Penn—‘‘Where East Is East.” 
Enright—‘“‘Saturday’s Children.” 
Aldine—‘“‘Coquette.”’ 
(irand—‘“‘Desert Song.” 
Liberty—‘“Broadway Melody.” 
Harris—Vaudfilm. 

Sheridan Square—Vaudfilm 
Olympiec—Pictures. 
Regent—Pictures. 
State—Pictures. 








Academy, Mutual burlesque, has 
closed for season, reopening in Au- 


gust. No summer stock this year. 
Frank Masters, dancing director 


at the Stanley, has left there to be- 
come m. c. at Willows, summer 
roadhouse. Masters was slated to 
be m. c. at Stanley but not being a 
musician the union refused to sanc- 
tion the move. 


Don Bestor band is at the Wil- 
liam Penn Hotel dance hall, open- 
ing this week for the season. 


Paul Whiteman stood them up in 
the aisles at his free Old Gold con- 
cert at Syria Mosque. Abel Green, 
Variety, traveling to the coast on 
the special, got a chance to use the 
portable in his compartment, while 
the boys were out tooting away. 


An alleged attempt to browbeat 
Harold Pennington, 35, a prisoner, 
who claims he is a brother of Ann 
Pennington, by Police Inspector 
James E. Hoey resulted in the 
downtown police head here being 
thrashed by his defenseless victim, 
according to attaches at the Central 
Police Station. 

Pennington was arrested in a 
Northside hotel one night last week, 
accused of being a suspicious per- 
son. A woman was in his company 
at the time, according to police, but 
Pennington produced a marriage 


|certificate and this charge was dis- 
;missed, although the prisoner was 


fined $10 
count. 


on a disorderly conduct 


Alter the hearing, Pennington was 
a 5 ae jtaken to the rogues gallery to 
Loew's Stillman closed after four' check records to see if he was 


| the 
| Street, Palace and Gayety. 


wanted in any other city when Hoey 
entered, according to witnesses, ang 
proceeded to lash the prisoner with 
vile names and accusations. Pen. 
nington, wounded war veteran, 
peeled his overcoat and squared off 
with Hoey, sending the police in. 
spector to the floor with a single 
blow, attaches declare, 

Inspector Hoey was in the lime. 
light here just a short time age 
when he preferred a charge against 
Teddy Joyce, former m. c. at the 
Penn, after Joyce had been released 
on a charge brought by a 15-year. 
old girl. Joyce was freed on thig 
count after a hearing the following 
morning. 


Harris Amusement Company will 


build a house in Butler, Pa., where 
chain has one stand. House will 
seat 2,000. 
Hennepin-Orpheum—'‘‘Duke Steps Out’; 
vaude. ‘ 
Pantages—‘“Scandal"’; vaude. 
Minnesota—‘‘The Man I Love"; Pube 


lix unit, “Southern Belles."’ 
State—‘‘The Desert Song (2d week). 
Lyrie—‘“‘No Defense.” 
Strand—‘‘The Letter’; 


(2d loop 
Grand—‘‘Speakeasy"’ 


(2d loop run) 


run). 


The legitimate season has @nded, 
both the Metropolitan, road shows, 
and Shubert, dramatic stock, being 
closed for the summer, The Bain- 
bridge company will reopen late in 
August. 





No less than seven loop theatres 
are now dark. In addition to the 
Metropolitan and Shubert, they are 
Lyceum, Garrick, Seventh 
Except 
for occasional rentals, the first three 
were closed all winter. 


Pantages has had two weeks’ no- 
tice up for some time, but there 
are no present closing indications, 
In fact, Manager E. C. Bostick an- 
nounces the booking of “Amos and 
Andy.” radio stars, the week of 
June 21. 


Theodore L. Hays, veteran local 
theatrical man and a member of the 
F. & R. executive staff, is confined 
to his home with a serious illness 


DES MOINES 


Berchel—Dark. 
Casino—"‘The Port of Missing Girls.” 
Des Moines—“Gentlemen of the Press.” 
Garden—‘‘Shopworn Angel.” 
Orpheum—Vaudifilm. 
Palace—'‘Harvest of Hate.” 
“The Trial 





Paramount — 
Dugan.” 

President—-Dark. 

Princess— Dark. 

Shrine— Dark. 

Strand—'‘‘The Hole in the Wall.” 


Sycamore park opened May 1T. 
Cold weather resulted in meager 
business here and at Riverview, 
which opened May 15. 


of Mary 





City council has announced that 
no circuses will be allowed in the 
city between Aug. 10 and Sept. 2, 
as protection to state fair attend- 
ance, 

Don Galvan, formerly m. c. at the 
Capitol here, opens the New Ma- 
jestic. San Antonio, June 14. 








Orpheum is stressing the 















































“only 
vaudeville in town” slogan since the 
new Publix policy went into effect 
at the Paramount. 

All Paramount houses have con- 
nected managers’ offices through 
one switchboard and are exploiting 
the number to patrons as accessible 
for ascertaining the starting time 
of features. The service has nearly 
doubled the telephone calis receive4 
before one number was adopted. 

Ted Emerson, former press agent 
for the Riviera, Omaha, is here to 
manage the Garden and Palace. 

The Capitol, Cedar Rapids, and 
Riviera, Waterloo, reopened May 13, 
each renamed Paramount. 

Margaret McGreevy succeeds 
Leona Mathews as secretary of the 
local film board. Miss Mathews has . 
been transferred to the Pittsburgh 
office. 

For Sale Cheap 
Surplus material suitable for stock 
houses and acts. All in good condi- 
tion. About 100 drops and cycs; cos- 
tumes; wardrobe trunks; ground 
cloths; traveling electric switchboard; 
Delco motor lighting outfit suitable 
for carnival; scenery; spotlights and 
electrical effects, etc. 4 
Call Yankee Amusement Co., 1210 
South Michigan Ave., Chicago, Hl. 
Attorneys and Counseliors 
Announce the removal of their office 
to larger and more commodious quar 
ters in the same building. 

ELEVEN SOUTH LaSALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 
Phone—Randolph 6611 

5 j 
¢ 











WSetinmegersoi @4Rri ra’ 


i) a 


Sarr oes 


vem ces O@ 





Wednesday, May 29, 1929 


VARIETY 











Reserved for Professional P 








Two Entire Floors 


Forty-six Story Tower of the 


MORRISON HOTE 


in the 


CHICAGO 


The Coolest Guest Rooms in Town 
Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for theatrical 


Cla to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and cooled by the purest 


guests. 


Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undisturbed until a 


late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in perfect seclu- 
sion, secure against interruption. 


1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 


Rates $2.50 Up 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, telephone, bed-head reading 


lamp and Servidor. 
guests. 


laundry, shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


The last named is particularly appreciated by professional 
It completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel] to theatres, stores and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 
cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 
that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
In the Terrace Garden.the light, vivacious dance music 
and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 
Programs broadcast daily from WBBM. 


ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


international celebrity. 


and after-theatre parties. 
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The New Morrison, when completed, will be the 
largest and tallest hotel in the world, 
containing 3,400 rooms 
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BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

By JO ABRAMSON 
Majestic—‘‘Called Love.” 
Flatbush—'‘Business Man.” 
Brooklyn—'‘‘Sex View.” 
Boulevard—Musical stock. 
Jamaica—Stock. 
Strand—'‘'Divine Lady.” 
Leew’s Met—'‘'Desert Nights"; 
Albee-—'"'Hot Stuff"; vaude. 
Fox—‘Valiant’’; vaude. 
Paramount—‘“*Man I Love"; 
}iomart—Picture. 

St. George— Picture, 


Star and Gayety, two Mutual bur- 
lesque houses, closed for season. 





vaude. 


stage show. 








New show here this week: “The 
Tired Business Man,” by Lyle 
Weaver Hall. At Flatbush. 

Two new shows next week: 
“Loving Daughters” and “Nice 


Women,” with Robert Warwick and 
Sylvia Sydney. 





Brooklyn Eagle attracted atten- 
tion with Wilbur E. Rogers’ series 
of articles on the vice and liquor 
situation in Nassau County. Nas- 
sau County will be flooded with 
roadhouses this summer, according 
to reports. Elvin N. Edwards, 
county district attorney, has the 
job of keeping the spot dry. 

Mention of the fact was made to 
Edwards that Tex Guinan was com- 
ing into his territory this summer, 
when she opens Hoffman's inn. He 
said: “I'm not interested in Texas 
Guinan unless she becomes a nui- 
sance, But I know one thing, if 
the time should come when Tex 
Guinan is charged with maintain- 
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ing a nuisance in Nassau County 
she won't be able to put on a show 
of any kind in our county court. 
It will be a trial on its merits.” But 
Edwards hopes it Won’t be neces- 
sary for him to bring her into court. 

Bill Rogers in his articles in the 
Eagle stated that at the present 
time all the liquor in Nassau 
County is “home grown.” 

Federal Judge Galston padlocked 
21 speakeasies last week. 








Nellie Russell’s “Whoopee Girls” 
giving a show at Luna Park. Three 
Russell Sisters and the Frazier 
team. 





OTTAWA 


By W. M. GLADISH 


The first stench-bomb outrage in 
Canada took place during a per- 
formance at the Palace, Windsor, 
Ontario. It caused the largé crowd 
to stampede, no casualties resulting, 
however. Police claim the local 
labor unions were to blame because 
the theatre had been picketed some 
months after Manager H. C. Merritt 
had fired the union orchestra. 

Sound equipment recently in- 
stalled. John P. McKay, secretary 
of the Windsor Trades and Labor 
Council, was interviewed at police 
headquarters but denied that any 
union man had done the trick. No 
arrests made. 





Harold Bishop, manager of the 
Capitol, Edmonton, Alberta, is not 
advertising that current programs 
are synchronized. House has been 
wired for some weeks and a recent 
large newspaper display did not 
contain any reference to it other 
than the mention of “Fox Movie- 
tone News.” 





Talking pictures have invaded the 
Maritime Provinces of the Domin- 
ion with the installation of sound 
equipment in the Orpheum, Halifax, 
N. S., comparatively old house, 





Gaumont British of Canada is 
said to have dropped the plan for 
the construction of a chain of Gau- 
mont theatres in Canada. Gaumont 
pictures are being released through 





Canadian Universal. 
If there was ever any hope of 
having Sunday shows in Ottawa, 


the idea might as well be dropped 
because of the latest crusade by the 
police department against Sunday 
activities. No less than 107 local 





store-keepers were haled to court 
ito face charges under the Lord's 
Day Act. They had not been mo- 
lested for months, but now you 


cannot buy even aspirin. 
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VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley) — Steve 
Cochran's stock, 


Pictures 
Columbia—Coqguette” (2d week). 
Earle—‘‘Hot Stuff.” 

Fox—'‘‘Fox Movietone Follies of 1929." 
Met—‘‘Desert Song” (3d week). 
Paiace—"‘Where East Is East.” 
Rialto—-‘‘Syncopation” (2d week). 





Cc. H. Olive is managing the now 
wired Strand for Mutual burlesque. 
House is dark part of this week 
after showing “Molly and Me” last 
week, 





Horace Walker’s Orchestra, a Na- 
tional Press Club fixture, playing 
all functions there, is at Lakeside 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains for the 
summer. 





Maurice Kafke opens his Jardin 
Lido on top the Arlington Hotel 
May 29. Emory Dougherty’s orches- 
tra again music feature. 





Wardman Park Hotel is to have 
a roof garden this summer. M.C.A. 
orchestras now featured in the in- 
side dance place will be supplanted 
by a Meyer Davis Combination. 





Colby Harriman, former produc- 
ing then managing director for lo- 
cal Loew houses, in town each week 
end getting the stage units set and 
routined for the circuit of houses 
to follow. 





BUFFALO 
By SIDNEY BURTON 


Buffalo—‘‘The Man I Love.” 
Hipp—‘‘The Office Scandal.” 
Century—‘‘Show Boat.” 

Great Lakes—'‘Follies of 1929.” 

Lafayette—"'The Donovan Affair.” 

Gayety (Mutual)—Stock. 

* 

With the opening of the Erlanger 
with the Frawley stock, all the Buf- 
falo houses except the Teck will 
be in operation up to Labor Day. 








Reported Shea’s Century 
Loew's, will close June 
a cooling system, 


formerly 
15 to install 





Commenting upon organists in lo- 
eal picture houses, the Buffalo Eve- 
News this week opined: 


“Four out of five organists in the 





downtown theatres invariably at- 
tempt to accompany the opening 
and closing sequences of the various 
talkies shown here. The combina- 
tion of organ music and the canned 
recofdings of an orchestra results 
in anything but a musical combina- 
tion. 





It is reliably reported that the 
Shea Publix interests are consid- 
ering the fashionable Elmwood 
(west side) section. 





Michael Shea and Vincent R. Mc- 
Faul, general manager of the Shea- 
Publix interests, motored to New 
York Monday to attend a Publix 
booking conference. 





Al Beckerich has resigned as re- 
gional manager for the Schine The- 
atrical Enterprises and is reported 
to become manager of a Niagara 
Falls house. Important changes in 
the management of the six Schine 
theatres here and in Lockport is 
forecast. 


DALLAS 
By RUDOLPH DONAT 


Palace—''The Desert Song.” 
Majestie—“‘Speakeasy.” 
Melba—"‘Where East Is West.”’ 
Old Mill—‘‘Hot Stuff.” 
Capitol—‘‘Clear the Decks.” 








John Rosenfield, Jr., dramatic ed- 
itor of the News, has returned after 
a few weeks in New York. 





Bagdad, supper club operated by 
Wiley Day, former booking agent, is 
suffering from strict liquor regula- 
tions. 





Capitol (Stirnett-Universal) has 
cut top admission price to 25 cents 
for the summer. Running on a split 
week. Old Mill (Saenger) also on a 
split-week policy for the summer. 
Majestic (Interstate) and Palace 
(Publix) still holding at 60 cents. 
and Melba (Publix), 50. 





M. S. White opened a new subur- 
ban theatre, the Peak, last week. 
Equipped for talkers, the fourth 
neighborhood in the city to be wired. 

Lee Riley, booker, has opened a 
state’s rights exchange for inde- 
pendently produced sound pictures. 





ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 


Strand—-‘‘His Captive Woman” (sound). 
Leland—“‘Follies” (sound). 

Ritz—"The Glad Rag Doll” (sound). 
Clinton Square—‘Brotherly Love.” 
Proctor’s—-Pictures (sound) and vaude. 





Chris Buckley, owner of the Le- 
land and Clinton Square, has pur- 
chased the Harmanus Bleecker Hall 
(wired), from F,. F. Proctor for 
$500,000. House was not included in 
RKO deal. Theatre to change hands 
June 10. Policy will remain same 
for time being. Interior and fix- 
tures to be altered. Buckley plans 
later to spend $500,000 to put house 
on its feet. 





Madison, new sound neighborhood 
house, will open with “Desert Song” 
May 29, Manager not yet named. 
Stanley company owns it. Seats 
1,400, one floor. 





Byron J. Farley, assistant man- 
ager of Stanley theatre, Utica, has 
been appointed manager of Mark 
Strand theatre, Albany, to succeed 
Thomas H. Clark. Robert Rosen- 
thal, of Utica, is to succeed Far- 
ley at Utica. Charles Smakwitz, 
manager of Mark Ritz, has been 
appointed assistant to Uly S. Hill, 
managing director of the Stanley 
company theatres in this district. 
Walter Roberts, manager of Mark 
Strand theatre at Troy, has re- 
signed. Benjamin Stern, now in 
charge of Lincoln theatre, succeeds 
him. Louis Saperstein, manager of 
the American, Troy, is made man- 
ager of Lincoln theatre, 








Under Contract to 
J. C. WILLIAMSON, Ltd. 
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Pantages 
Owing to holdover of 
Andy, carrying blackface 
into the middle of current week, 
Pantages eliminated feature picture, 
using instead on screen sound news- 


Amos 
team on 


reel and two short talkers. This al- 
lowed the vaudeville portion two 
hours. 

Opening spot had “Polar Pas- 


times,” a novelty acrobatic dancing 
novelty of two men dressed as polar 
bears interspersing the dancing of 
a femme, with some hair-raising 
hand-to-hand feats. This set the 
audience in a receptive mood for 
Brown and Wells. Act started out 
to grab a lot of curtain calls with 
hokum chatter, but didn’t get far 
until the comic of the team began 
injecting pantomime to bolster up a 
lot of old gags fed to him by the 
straight. The boys, however, kept 
a few tricks in the bag for their 
fade-out, which landed nicely. 

Next came Ray Shannon and Co. 
in a comedy skit of backstage life. 
They use lot of dressing-room slang, 
which clicks. Introduction of seven- 
foot gal built in proportion did much 
in bolstering up the shortcoming of 
a juvenile couple brought into the 
act for the romantic relief. Star 
comic of the troupe must be new on 
the coast or he wouldn't have taken 
so many liberties of being risque 
in femme impersonation by sucking 
a lolly-pop and every once in a 
while pulling an imaginary hair 
from the sucker. A poor gag for 
matinee trade. Aside from this, act 
worked hard and pleased. 

Joe Roberts, billed as “King of 
Banjoes,” has routine of banjo 
numbers with a sleepy, sentimental 
piece that might have been popular 
years ago. Roberts is a fair string 
picker, but not capable enough for 
the next-to-shut spot on even a 
small-time vaude bill. There are 
too many real banjo players around 
these parts to quality Roberts as 
their kind, for by his showing he 
hardly measures up to their deuce. 

Closing, Amos 'n’ Andy repeated on 
their performance of the week be- 
fore and tied things up in a knot to 
a lot of repeat customers, too, at the 


Saturday mat, which was capacity. 





Earl Baldwin, Pathe scenario and 
dialog writer, in the Heart of 
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MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 
724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 














DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 
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MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 





Scre: Hollywood, 
operation 


condition is 


nland Hospital, 

emergency 
for appendicitis His 
reported satisfactory. 
Jacket,” starring the 
Figueroa Play- 


“The Yellow 
Coburns, opens at 
house June 7. 


S. S. Crick, Australian represent- 
ative for Fox, stopped off here to 
visit while en route to New York. 
He will attend the Fox convention. 

Billy Dooley is recovering from 
nervous breakdown at the Sylvan 
Lodge Hospital, Hollywood. 





Ben Ranson, janitor, filed suit at 
State Labor Commissioner to col- 
lect $49 alleged saiary due from 
Dave Cantor and Elwood Sperry, 
operators of the Orange Grove, legit. 
Ranson claims he worked a week 
and a half without receiving any 
money. 





Russell Swihart, gardener, filed 
suit with State Labor Commission 

against Doris Deane Arbuckle, 
screen actress, to collect $50 in al- 
leged salary. Claims that when he 
left the actress’ employ she told him 
she was broke and couldn't pay off. 

Marion Nixon will again play op- 
posite Richard Barthelmess in his 
next, titled “Young Nowheres,” for 
First National Frank Lloyd will 
direct. 





Frank Kolep, radio engineer, filed 
suit with State Labor Commission 
to collect $52 alleged. salary due 
from station KPLA. 





Molly Cohn and Jack Berlin Co. 
will stage two Yiddish plays at the 
Mason May 31 and June 2. 





Eddie Nelson, vaude comic, went 
from here to San Francisco to play 
a benefit for Harry Etthig, stage 
hand at the Golden Gate. Etthig 
has been operated on seven times. 
Gross approximately $6,900. 





Girl Friends, trio, appearing in 
floor show at Hall's Chinese White 
Spot cafe, to double into M-G pic- 
ture, “College Days.” 





Za-Su Pitts stricken with tonsil- 
litis and influenza while working at 
FN 

Harry Clay Blaney, Hollywood 
play broker, left here suddenly for 
New York city to be with his 
mother, who is very ill. 

He is expected back here in two 
weeks, 





Edward (“Granny”) Granneman, 
publicity director for James Cruze, 
slipped on studio stage and broke 
ankle. 





Universal has bought “The Jade 
Box,” original by Fred Jackson, as 
a 10-episode serial. All dialgo. 








Cameron Prud’homme, appearing 
in “This Thing Called Love,” sent 
to San Francisco for “The Night- 
stick” at the Dufwin. Replaced here 
by Irving Mitchell. 





Victor Keedy, former treasurer at 
Loew's State, transferred to the 
Broadway, Portland, Ore., as assist- 
ant house manager. Joseph Aber- 
crombie replaces at the State. 

Charles Echols’ orchestra opened 
at the Rainbow Room ballroom, re- 
placing Johnny Ogden. 





Cast of “Dancing Mothers,” open- 
ing June 2 at El Capitan, includes 
Belle Bennett, Lloyd Howard, Allen 


Connor, Frank Thomas, Pauline 
French, Mann Bruns, Katherine 
Gibney, Donald Campbell, Ann 


Rorke and Margaret Swope. 





Robert Scott transferred by Hal 
Roach from casting director to gag 
department. Succeeded by Joseph 
Cullom. 





William Gibbs, long with Fox pub- 
licity, and William Wise, late of 
the Los Angeles Herald, added to 
publicity department of Radio. 


D.. ¥. 





Jones, draftsman, filed suit 





with, 


State. J abor Commission nto 





collect $225 alleged salary due from 
Reel-Tone Pictures. 





Willard Hall, former Publix m. c., 
engaged in that capacity at the 
Show Boat Cafe, Venice, Cal. Vigne, 
dancer, also signed for floor show. 





Portray Arts Studios, handling 
advertising of Hollywood merchants 
on the screen, has merged with the 
Wheeler Sheridan Corp. of Los 
Angeles. Latter concern is the orig- 
inator of syndicate screen advertis- 
ing. Fred F. Schalmo, head of the 
Portray concern, will remain with 
the merged organization. 





Mann Brothers’ band is moving 
from Show Boat, Venice, to Venice 
ballroom. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting—Dark. 
B. F. Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
Loew's State—Vaudfilm. 
Temple—Daley stock burlesque. 
Strand—‘‘The Desert Song.” 
Eeckel—‘“‘The Wild Party.” 
Empire—'‘'Father and Son.” 








Temple, operated by Nate Rob- 
bins and I. N. Herk, closed its Mu- 
tual season Saturday with “Wine, 
Woman and Song,” disguised as 
“Whirl of Mirth,” tnaugurating a 
stock policy Sunday. Ed. E. Daley 
will produce for both the Temple 


here and the Colonial, Utica, the 
two troupes rotating. The second 
company opens here next week, 


Utica playing a wheel troupe this 
week, 

This week the show is called 
“Brevities of 1929.” The company 
is headed by Joe Yule and Reggic 
White, including Lena Daley, Frank 
O’Rourke, Florence King, Bluey 
Morey, Barney Simons and the Lee 
Sisters. There is a chorus of 20. 
Paul Markoff is staging the dances. 


Murphy-Brown Players wound up 
eight weeks of dramatic stock at the 
Wieting Saturday. A final attempt 
to salvage the troupe for the city, 
with a transfer to the Empire, old 
legit house now playing films, failed. 
Losses are estimated at $12,000. 


Donn Cook, leading man, will join 











FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME C0. 


Creations Original 
SEE THE UNUSUAL COSTUME EFFECTS 


FOX MOVIETONE FOLLIES 


AND ALL 


FANCHON and MARCO “IDEAS” 


PLAYING FROM COAST TO COAST 


FANCHON AND MARCO COSTUME COMPANY 


643 So. Olive St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


the Brown Players, Louisville, Ky., 
while Helen Baxter, leading woman, 
and Murphy will go with a Brooklyn 
stock. Ethel Wilson has signed 
with the McLaughlin stock in 
Cleveland. Others in the company 
will return to New York. 

Edward Rosenbaum, local Shubert 
representative who remained as 
company manager, is scheduled for 
a transfer for the new season. 


Oswego Strand Corporation, con- 
trolled by the Schines, has acquired 
the Strand, Oswego, which it has 
operated under lease, from Hattie 
B. Pierce, widow of the late Horace 
D. Pierce who built the house 10 
years ago. 


Victor W. Frank has succeeded 
Kenneth Fritsch as assistant man- 
ager at Loew’s State. 


Keith’s here 
openings June 15. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Apollo—‘‘Salt Water,” comedy. 
teel Pier—‘‘Bulldog Drummond.” 
Virginia—‘“The Letter.’’ 


adopts Saturday 





Stanley—‘‘Chinatown Nights,” “Hot 
Stuff.” 

Earle—Vaude and pictures 

Colonial—‘‘Speakeasy,” “Glad Rag 


Doll.” 
Capitol—“Broadway Melody.” 
Strand—‘‘All at Sea.’’ 





First fair weather week-end break 
found this resort far from crowded. 
Seemed as though the Atlantic City 
regulars having run into a long 
string of rainy Sundays held off. 
Season gets under way with the 
opening of the $15,000,000 audi- 
torium and convention hall Thurs- 
day. At the same time this resort's 
75th anniversary and the 50th an- 
niversary of the electric will be ob- 
served. 


Grand inaugural ball Saturday 
will feature a pageant, dance music 
by Ben Bernie’s orchestra and a 
concert by Creatore’s band. The 
auditorium’s ballroom can accom- 
modate 5,000, while the convention 
hall seats 40,000. With seats on the 
convention, floor an additional 20,- 
000 persons can be crowded in for 
sporting events. The auditorium 
will be used for conventions, expo- 
sitions, sports classics, athletic car- 














nivals, musicales, pageants and fes- 
| tivals of all sorts and is the largest 
|} building of its kind in the world. 
| Lincoln G. Dickey, formerly con- 
| nected with Cleveland Public Hall, 
jis general manager of the new 
| amphitheatre. 





| The new Warner 4,500-seater on 
| the boardwalk opens early in June. 
| It will be Atlantic City’s largest pic- 





| ture house, adjoining the Shelburne 
tiviei, 


Drummond” 


“Bulldog opens at | 


the Steel Pier Wednesday with a $5/c 


premiere. 





Among those giving the board- 
walk a play over the week-end were 
Meyer Davis, George White, Nick 
Blair, Louis Shurr, Ben Abrams, 
Ralph Farnum, Harry — Rosenthal, 
Nils Granlund, Rube Bloom, Ben 
Selvin, Arthur Lyons and Gertrude 
Lawrence. 





Opening of John Golden's new 
play, “Salt Water,” at the Apollo 
Monday drew many notables who 
were in town for the opening of the 
new auditorium. In addition to 
vice-president Curtis, Golden had 
the British and Spanish ambassa- 
dors and many national and state 
officials as his guests at the pre- 
miere. 





Joe Ward opens the Club Kvelyn 
Thursday with Evelyn Nesbit as 
featured entertainer, she being a 
summer fixtures in this resort. 





Edgar A. Benson and his orches- 
tra opens at the Million Dollar pier 





July 1. Harry Dobkin's orchestra 
is the current dance attraction 
there. 

Childs restaurants in Atlantic 


City have done away with the large 
display windows’ showing _ girls 
making wheat cakes. Under the new 
management most of the firm’s 
boardwalk frontage is being con- 
verted into stores with only a nar- 
row entrance into the restaurants 
remaining. 





Free demonstrations of various 
phonograph machines in lavishly 
fitted-up boardwalk salons draw 
crowds at all hours of the day. 
Same goes for those auction sales 
of household luxuries. 





Two miniature 18-hole_ golf 
cours@s near the Ritz are getting a 
good play from the strollers. Ground 
is covered with a green painted 
cork and felt material, with lakes, 
bunkers and sand traps conspicu- 
ously spotted. After a pair of duf- 
fers go for three rounds they're en- 
titled to a free round. Cost is al- 
most as much as the real game, 
with less walking to do. 





Golden Inn, with an undress re- 
view, is doing the bulk of the night 
club business right now under the 
management of Dan Stebbins. Miss 
Babette is m.c. and the all-girl 
revue has as principals Lessie Als- 
ton, Tommie Harris, Doris Dickin- 
son, Meryl Wilson and Elaine Beas- 
ley. Al Lewis’ orchestra is the 
dance attraction. It’s a fastly rou- 
tined show, with the girls all look- 
ers and Miss Beasley and Miss 
Harris standing out in vocal and 
dance specialties. 


MONTREAL 


Biis Majesty’s—‘“‘This Year of Grace.” 

Princess—Stock musicals. 

Palace—‘Singing Fool’ (3d week). 

Capitol—“‘Wolf of Wall Street.” 

Loew’s—‘‘Cohens and Kellys at Ailan- 
tic City.” 

Imperial—‘‘The Ware Case.” 

Strand—C hanges. 

Empress—Changes. 

Orpheym—Stock. 

Gayety— Burlesque. 








The Princess (legit house) closes 
the current week, the company go- 
ing to Toronto, The house will be 
wired and is expected to open with 
sound pictures about late in June. 





Decisions on the appeals against 
the Sunday closing and the Chil- 
dren’s Acts may be given early this 
week. These decisions have’ been 
under advisement since early in 
May and it is now stated that the 
Children’s Act will go against the 
theatres while the Sunday closing 
appeal will go in their favor. In 
that case the theatres will abandon 
the fight to have children under 16 
admitted, and trust to luck that the 
government will not further appeal 
against the Sunday Closing Act. If 
the government does carry the ap- 
peal further the theatres will even- 
tually close Sundays here since they 
have no more money to fight the 





ise. 


It has cost them about $50,. 
000 to date with nothing to show. 





Another blow to the theatres in 
this city is the decision of the Que- 
bec Government to restrain picture 
houses from issuing their own 
tickets. These will, in future, be 
bought by the government and dis- 
tributed to the local theatres, who 
will have to pay about five times 
as much as at present. 





Lack of silent films is forcing 
neighborhood houses into sound, 
They are having a hard time filling 
their programs, leading to an exten- 
sion of wiring all over. United 


Amusement Corporation, operating , 


a chain of about 12 houses in and 
around the city, will start next 
month wiring. Cost per house will 
be around $15,000 and operation will 
add about $700 a week to costs. Ad- 
missions may be raised. 





Maurice Davis, local manager for 
Regal Films, distributed oa $2,000 
bonus among employes for having 
led Canada in sales during Regal 
Week, an annual selling contest, 
This is the third consecutive year 
local exchange has taken first place 
in the Dominion. 


NEW ORLEANS 


By 0. M. SAMUEL 


Colonel Tom Campbell has left 
for his summer home at Buzzards 
Bay, Mass. Campbell manages the 
Tulane, which closed a dreary year, 
The legit South is a gag. Fellows 
in it are out of tune with the times, 
No atmosphere in the houses. Bill- 
ing quite antique. Plays paced too 





slow. 
Legit not dead, however; just 
dopey. Broadway diagnosticians 


writing about its ills don’t know 
the haif of it. 





John D. Klorer has succeeded 
Kenneth T. Knoblock as dramatic 
editor of Times-Picayune. 


= 





Wesley Lord is the new organist 
at the Saenger. 





Looks like the closed season for 
theatres. Tulane, St. Charles, Cres- 
cent, Palace and Dauphine are shut, 
without a thing in sight. 

















THEM AY co. 
Let Us Do 
Your Shopping 


When you are in Los nage 
anything you want wil 
selected by expert shoppers 
and delivered to you—a May 
Company service to busy the- 
atrical folk. 


Just Phone MISS MONROE 
TUCKER 8211 




















a 





THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 
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SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbas. 0 
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Guervini & Co 
The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory 
that makes any eet 
of Reeds — made 

hand. 
277-279 Columbus 


Avenue 
San Francisco, Cal. 








Free Catalogues 
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WE DO REPAIRING 





STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$60Q.00 ana up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


_ SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 Seventh Auenue, between 40th and 4ist Straste, New York City 


SULE sGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE FAST 
a Phones: Longacre 6197, Pennsylvania 906 | 
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- THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adultes. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 
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LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
WARIETY, Address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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TORONTO 


By G. A. S&S. 


Princess—"“‘Rio Rita." 

Royal Alexandra— Dark. 
Pantages— “Conquest.” 
Tivoli—‘“Singing Fool.” 
Uptown—‘“‘Show Boat.” 
Loew’s—‘Voice of the City.” 
Shea’s Hip—‘‘Clear the Decks.” 
Empire— Dark. 
Victoria—Stock.” 
Palace—‘‘Lone Wolfe’s Daughter.” 
Capitol—“‘In Old Arizona.” 
Runnymede—‘‘Desert Nights.” 


Hall Rae Jr 
Hamilton Frank 
Hammond Al 
Hanneford Poodles 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 


Iversen Fritzie 





Jones Billy 





Royal York Hotel, largest in the 
British Empire, opens June 12 with 
Ben Bernie and his band in for the 
first three weeks. Three bands will 
be regularly used. 


Empire, with George Keppie’s 
stock eompany, has closed. House 
will be wrecked at once to make 
way for office building. This is fifth 
downtown house to be removed in 
Past two years. 


Joe Lightstone’s stock company 
closes at the Victoria with “Little 
Minister,” followed by John Clarke 
Sims Lyrical Musical company. 





Midnight shows are becoming the 
rage here. Tivoli usually spots a 
new picture to a midnight opening 
and draws crowds. Other houses 
are following. 


Petition to place Canadian Inter- 
national Films, producers of “Carry 
On, Sergeant,” in bankruptcy has 
been withdrawn. No further pro- 
duction plans for the company have 
been announced. 


Fox and Paramount have com- 
bined in the construction of an ex- 
change building in Montreal. 


Seventeen Ontario houses went 
s0und during the past week. Total 
wired houses in this province not 
yet 100. 





H. M. Thomas, western division 
manager for Famous Players Cana- 
dian Corporation, has announced 
the purchase of 50 per cent. interest 
in the Osborae and Tivoli, Winni- 
peg. This a the FP Canadian 
chain up to 17 


OAKLAND 


May Robson bows out at the Duf- 
Win after three weeks in “The Re- 
juvenation of Aunt Mary,” going to 
New York until S« ptember, when 
She returns under Duffy manage- 
MmHiownée 
we ext attraction at the Dufwin is 
The Alibi,” formerly “Nightstick, 





SINGLE ROOM 
DOUBLE ROOM BATH 





LEONARD 


|Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicego 


LORRAINE 


BATH, $2.00 UP 
$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WirHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
HICKS President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE. ROOM, BATH. $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 











v HOTEL > 


JACKSON 


137 West 45° St. 
| East of Bway NY Jp 





Completely remodeled—everything 
of the best—Simmons furniture 
(Beautyrest mattresses), hot and 
| cold water, telephones, showers, 

electric fans. 


$12 for Single Room 
$15-$17 for Double Room 
$16-$18-$20 for Double 
koom 
(with Private Bath) 
SUMMER CONCESSIONS 


This is the ideal hotel for the 
ion—in the heart of the 
theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 





for two weeks and then Robert Mc- 
Wade in “The Big Pond.” 


Irving Pichel will given the first 
local showing of Pirandello’s “Right 
You Are If You Think You Are” at 
the Berkeley Playhouse. Pichel will 
appear in the play. Summer pro- 
ductions will be under the direction 
of Michael Raffetto, former direc- 
tor of the University of California 
campus productions. 


The Hippodrome, Ackerman and 
Haris vaude house, started with 
talking pictures last week. Vaude- 
ville continued. 


Several weeks of bad business, 
following the installation of sound 
equipment, and raised prices, has 
forced the Orpheum to go back be- 
low its original scale. The current 
rate is 30c matinees and 50c nights. 
The last shift’ brought the best 
seats up to 85¢, with none reserved. 





Bert Meyer, for’ Several years as- 
sistant manager at the Orpheum, 
has resigned, owing to illness. He 
is being replaced by Earl] Peterson, 
;assistant manager at the Los An- 
| geles Orpheum. 


PHILADELPHIA 


By ARTHUR B. WATERS 

Arch Street, Yiddish theatre, is 
offering attractions making a play 
for general appeal as well as the 
Jewish clientele. Ludwig Satz in 
“A Galician Wedding” was the first 
of the special bookings May 6. 
Maurice Schwartz and the Yiddish 
Art followed in “Kiddush Hashem.” 
Last week, Molly Picon appeared in 
“Hello. Molly” and then Aaron 
Lebedoff in “Yankee Litvak.” Busi- 
ness has been good in most in- 
stances, but there has not been any 
particular outside attention attract- 
ed towards the house. 








Joe Moss announces that his At- 
lantic City night club, the Beaux 
Arts, reopens May 31 after being 
padlocked for a year. The passing 
of the Club Madrid here leaves this 
city without a single night club, but 
(Moss intimates that he will open 
in a new location next year. The 
Lido, Piccadilly and Swanee were 
all padlocked or closed within the 
past year and a half. The only ho- 
tel roof that offers any kind of a 
show is the Walton. 


Samuel H. Steifel, Stanley official}, 
was given a banquet last Saturday 
night by his associates. It was held 
in the Elks’ Club. 





Several suburban houses which 
have done well this season with a 
combination of pictures and stage 
shows will revert to a straight pic- 
ture policy during the summer. 


SEATTLE 


Orpheum—'‘‘One Stolen Night.” 
Pantages—'‘‘Father and Son.” 
Seattle—"'Gentlemen of Press.’’ 
Fox—''Trial of Mary Dugan.” 
Fifth Avenue—“The Valiant.” 
Coliseum—‘‘Home Coming.” 
Columbia—‘‘In Old Arizona.” 
Winter Garden—‘‘Sunset Trail.” 
Music Box—‘‘The Desert Song.” 
Blue Mouse— "Glad Rag Doll.” 


his 
fall 





Vik 
New 
ABC, 


and 
late in 


Meyers 
York 


band go to 
to play over 


Bob Armstrong, formerly 
Bob Blair at the Texas theatre, 
| Antonio, Tex., later publicity man 
«for Paramount in Los Angeles, is 


with 
San 
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=< Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ Sand Up Single , 
$13 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 
Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ Sand Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water 

and Telephone in 
Each Room 

102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 








600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 5lst Street 3423 West 65th Street 
Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 


355 West *ist Street 312 West 48th Street 
Columbus 1360 3830 Longacre 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Each apartment with private bath, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. Located in the center of the 
theatrica! district. All fireproof buildings. 











phone, 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building. 
Wil) Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 














now p. a. at the Seattle. Blair is 
manager of the house. 





Chauncey Smith has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Cheerio 
(U), J. Geddes becoming manager 
of Winter Garden (VU). 


Sterling ‘Theatres, John Danz 
group, operating a chain of second 
run houses in Seattle, has just pur- 
chased the Columbia and Winter 
Garden from Universal. Former 
will be second run sound house with 
25 cents top. Winter Garden will 
run silent, second run, at 15 cents. 


With Harold B. Franklin as presi- 
dent, Fox-Washington Theatres, 
Ine., has been formed to take over 
10 houses in .Aberdeen, Centralia 
and Chehalis, from Ed Dolan. The 
corporation is owned by Fox Pacific 
Northwest Theatres, and De Luxe 
Theatres, the latter a Finkelstein 





and Rosenberg company. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


Louis Marcus, owning three the- 
atres here and a string throughout 
Utah and Idaho, announces closing 
of the Salt Lake Paramount June 
7, taking over June 1 until Jan, 1, 
1930, of the Granada, just sold by 
the Glassmann interests to the W. 
T. Grant chain store group, and 
stoppage June 1 of Fanchon and 
Marco “Ideas” at the Capitol. 

Marcus says either Publix or 
West Coast will soon buy a control- 
ling interest in his chain, very 
likely the former. If Publix, it’s 
stage shows will be put into either 
the Capitol or Granada. Marcus 
will remain. 

Ray Hendry, managing the Vic- 
tory for Marcus, goes to Granada. 
Victory June 1 goes on a two-a- 
week basis, exclusively talker. Ken 
Renaud, publicity agent with Mar- 
cus, goes with Publix. 





Star, 10-15, has gone talker at 
same prices. Second and third runs, 
but part silent. 


Gladys George, leading lady with 
the Metropolitan stock, who left 
several weeks ago because of a 
threatened nervous breakdown, has 
returned to the company. Playhouse 
will likely stay open until middle 
of June. 


(Continued from page 1) 


000, who pulled plenty of wires to 
get a job as an extra in an eastern 
dialog production, was approached 
by a cameraman on the job and 
given a build-up for a screen test. 
The matron wanted to hire a studio 
at $5,000 for the day and have the 
camera boy take nothing but close- 
ups. Cameraman lost his nerve and 
didn’t go through with it. 

Society women with the theatrical 
bug are greatly interested in dialog 





| pictures, it is said. Most of them 
| have studied elocution and voice in 
| finishing schools. They are willing 
to pay for the thrill of seeing and 


hearing themselves. 
One promoter has spent. six 
months cultivating the daughter of 


a wealthy broker with financial con- 
tacts in films. This girl, with the 
approval of her father, has had a 
test made. Meanwhile the sameé 
promoter has also been promoting 
the danghter of a nationally known 
turer. 





; automobile manufac 


MATRONS’ SCREEN YEN. 
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LOU HOLTZ’S 


YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 
BATES REDUCED One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
$15.00 UP Completely Furnished 
For Two Persons In the Heart of Times Square 
WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 





























CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 
THE NEW FLANDERS 
$, 00 47th to 48th Streets, East of Broadway, New York 5). 25 
Single room, use of bath. Single room with a 
50 | $300 


bag room, use of double room. wit 
shaw eres khh ant bath. 




















a Day a OPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION a Day 
and U . BIZEL, ‘Resident Manager and Up 
Phone: LONGACRE 6805 pe ae GO. P, SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY, 


THE BERTH 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 
STFAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- + - - + $15.00 UP 


TAG DAY EVILS 


(Continued from page 1) 











wise never could find an opportuni- 
ty to address. 

“Have a drink, girlie?” is a free 
quent answer in a hotel lobby to @ 
young woman asking someone to 
buy a posy, The drink-giver is 
usually a guest of the hotel. With 
a drink now a secret prize worth 
capturing seemingly by anyone in 
these days of wide open Prohibition, 
that flippant invitation often leads 
to a promiscious good time by two 
or a group of people totally un- 
known to one another. As a rule 
the party lasts longer than does the 
Tag Day. 

Sponsored by recognized 
worthy local organizations, 


as a lark on that day often winds 
up in a calamity. 

The record is said to show that 
in the larger cities following a Tag 
Day there are reported more young 
girls missing than in any other 
week of the year. Other evidences 
of the Tag Day freedom of familiar 
meeting of strangers of opposite sex 
frequently develop. 
“Dangerous mixing” 


and 


- a Ta 
is the term : 4 


; Hest Day anywhere is generally come 
applied to street solicitation of pur- | mended, with its solicitors drawn 
chases for charity of the little knick from all ranks, but always young 


or middle aged women. This is the 
aspect the elimination movement is 
reported finding it difficult to over- 
come, 

A long list of evils on the moral 
side is said to have beer. compiled 
about Tag Day. While the most 
dreaded results are found in the 
large towns, Tag Day in the small- 
er places has been compared to the 
date when the carnival comes to 


knacks passed over by a girl to a 
man or a boy at the what have you 
price. 

Enlisted among Tag Day volun- 
teer workers are the nicest girls as 
a rule, and also other girls not 
placed among the nicest. They meet 
on the streets or in the hotels and 
lobbies where they solicit the alms. 
Friendships are said to arise from 


these meetings without any chance | town. : 
of the good girl converting the bad. Definite information on the in- 
Tag Day is usually accepted by | vestigation at this point is unob- 


these not so nice girls as an oppor- 
tunity for them to brazenly operate 
on the street or elsewhere. They 
meet and speak to men they other- 


tainable, Tag Day has obtained a 
hold all over the country and its 
charitable tinge so far has clouded 
Bs ta Sema else connected with it. 


LBURMOVAUDE 


VESTRE-COQUETTE-BONANZA 











Four Superb Perfume Odeurs. Created for the Theatrical 
Profession. These Perfumes Are Made from NATURAL 
FLOWER OILS, and Blended in GRASSE, FRANCE, Where 


he Flowers Gri 


NOT SOLD TO THE PUBLIC 





Sold Exclusively to Professionals. You Must Purchase 
from Importers. Just Convince Be You Belong 
Profs 
WE DO NOT ADVERTISE "PRIC ES TO THE PUBLIC 
Send 50¢ for Small Purse Size Sample of Each Odeur or $2.00 
for the Four Odeurs, and Price on ECK Size Bottles 


SEND M. O. OR C. CHECK 
THE ARAMED COMPANY 


orter 


Direct 


Some 





42 TANNER STRERT PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
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BOOKING EXCLUSIVELY 


Radio-Keith-Orpheum 


ENTERTAINMENT IN ALL ITS BRANCHES 
-VAUDEVILLE,; PICTURES, RADIO; PRODUCTIONS 


HAVING COMBINED FORCES; WILL FUNCTION AS ONE ORGANIZATION 
IN OUR NEW QUARTERS 


SUITE 501-502-503-504 


Palace Theatre Building 


NEW YORK CITY 








‘MAKING THE STARS SHINE BRIGHTER’ 





PALACE THEATRE BLDG. BANK OF HOLLYWOOD BLDG. 
New York City Los Angeles, Calif. 


WEBER & SIMON 
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